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Park Commission OK’s | review ideas to enhance Burbank | 


plan for Burbank Park — 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The first 
phase of a plan for improve- 
ments at Burbank Park was 
unanimously approved last 
night by the city’s Park Com- 
mission. 

The five-member commission 
acted after hearing details of 
the plan from Craig Okerstrom- 
Lang, whose Great Barrington 
planning and landscape archi- 
tecture firm is providing con- 
sulting services to the city. 


New pavilion 


A highlight of the plan is the 
proposed construction of a 
1,600-square-foot pavilion at the 
north end of the south parking 
lot. With kitchen and restroom 
facilities, the pavilion could ac- 
commodate gatherings of about 
40 people and would provide an 
alternative to the much larger 
Controy Pavilion. 

Other improvements slated 
for the first phase include the 
repaving of Lakeway Drive, a 
new boat launch, and the con- 
struction of an overlook site in 
the south parking lot. 

Much of the funding for the 
work would come from the Di- 
vision of Conservation Services, 
an arm of the state Department 
of Environmental Management, 
said Robert S. Mellace, Pitts- 
field’s director of community 
services. 

The most recent estimate of 
the cost of the entire project, 
Okerstrom-Lang told the com- 
mission last night, is $670,000. 
That sum — one-third of which 
will be paid by the city — in- 
cludes the $200,000 construction | 
cost of the new pavilion and 
numerous other improvements, 
notably bicycle and cross- 
country ski trails, a “prome- 
nade” along the shore of Onota 
Lake, new signs and parking lot 
paving. 


Although Pittsfield is in line 
for a grant of $400,000, said 
Mellace, state officials have in- 
dicated that all municipalities 
that previously sought money 
must reapply for it. 


And, while that will delay the 
construction schedule, an ad- 
vantage is that the city will be 
able to present more detailed 
plans to the state, he said. In 
addition, said Mellace, the city 
could seek the maximum grant 
available: $500,000. 

Officials had hoped to begin 
construction in late 1997; it now 
appears that no work will be 
commenced until 1998, Mellace 
Said. 

The need for a_ pavilion 
equipped with kitchen facilities 
was questioned last night by 
Richard Scapin, a member of 
the commission. 

Scapin suggested that the 
money spent on the kitchen, 
which Okerstrom-Lang esti- . 
mated at $40,000, could be more ° 
usefully applied toward the 
construction of trails in the 
park. If the need for a kitchen 
were to be established later, he 
said, it could be added. 

Other members of the com- 
mission, notably Clifford J. 
Nilan, Robert J. Smith and An- 
thony G. Massimiano, disagreed. 

While they acknowledged that | 
a more detailed breakdown of 
costs will be necessary, they 
argued that a complete “pack- ’ 
age” should be presented to the 
state for funding. 

“It’s better to put the kitchen 
in now than to find out we need 
it later,” said Nilan. “... If this 
is going to be a premier park for 
the city of Pittsfield, we; ought 
todoitright.” j/7 | an 


Arboretum 
to be named 
in honor of 


Hebert 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The arbore- 
tum in Springside Park will be 
hosting a party and getting a 
new name next month. 

Late last month, the Parks 
Commission approved the ar- 
boretum committee’s plans to 
hold its first annual Winterfest 
on Saturday, Feb. 1, in Spring- 
side Park, with a bad weather 


i 
i 
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‘Parks commissioners 


A planned upgrade of Burbank 
Park is gaining momentum, though 
the city must reapply for previously 
promised state funding. 

Architect Craig Okerstrom-Lang 
on Monday updated parks commis- 
sioners on preliminary designs for 
the first phase of the project. 

As currently envisioned, this ini- 
tial component would cost some 
$670,000. About two-thirds would 
be covered through a state grant. 

Okerstrom-Lang said that the first 
phase could incorporate six primary 
components: 

* Improving drainage and repav- 
ing Lakeway Drive, the entrance to 
the Onota Lake facility. 

* Improving boat launch access, 
drainage and parking. ie 

* Constructing a new restroom- 
pavillion structure at the north end 
of the site’s south parking lot. 

* Moving the north parking lot 
back from the water; creating a pe- 
destrian walkway; building a small 
band pavilion; and designating a 
wind surfing launch area. 

* Converting the existing Vin 
Hebert Boulevard into a bike path 
from Valentine Road. 

* Creating a unified signage sys- 
tem at entrances and throughout the 


park. 

The only controversy that arose 
Monday involved the plans for the 
new restroom-pavilion. Last month, 


commissioners had chafed at a 


$165,000 cost estimate fora freestand- 
ing restroom structure. 
Okerstrom-Lang instead incorpo- 
rated the restrooms into a new pavil- 
ion area which could be rented for 
private events. It would also include 
kitchen and storage space. The esti- 


mated cost would be some $200,000: 


Commissioner Rick Scapin ques- 
tioned this proposed expenditure, 
Saying a kitchen seemed likea luxury. 

“Itseems a shame to throw all that 
money into a new building when we 
need to improve roadways, paths 
and other things,” said Scapin. 

Other commissioners disagreed, 
Saying the new pavilion would be a 
visible improvement. Building the 
structure all at once, rather than in 
possible future phases, would save 
money. 

“I think you’ re better off puttingin 


' the kitchen now,” said Cliff Nilan. 


“If this is going to a premier park for 
the city of Pittsfield ... we should 
include enhancements now.” 

_“T think we’re better off going for 
the whole package,” added Robert 


Smith. | 
Community services director Bob 
Mellace said bidding could be de- 
signed to allow elimination of that 
element if the first phase comes in 
over budget. 
In general, Mellace said the first 


phase “is in the right ballpark.” The 


only problem now, he said, involves 
a state decision to require the 
resubmission of grant applications. 


~~ Mellace is confident that the city 
will still get the previously approved 
funds but said if Pittsfield must reap- 
ply, commissioners might want to 
seek a larger state grant — provided 
city officials are willing to provide a 
larger match. 

“If they’re going to put us through 
the process of reapplying, maybe we 
should seek the whole $500,000,” he 


‘Said. 


City councilor Joe Guzzo indicated 
he supports the first phase as cur- 
rently envisioned: 

“Ithink goitig with the entire pack- 
ageis the best way to go,” said Guzzo, 

Okerstrom-Lang will presentcom- 
missioners with a written draft re- 
port in the next week or two. Given 
the uncertainty of the state funding 
cycle, bidding is not anticipated until 
next winter. 


pitch for stadium ‘st 


Stracuzzi makes third 
; udy 


Three strikes — and it’s out. 

Angelo Stracuzzi on Tuesday sent 
to the bench his own petition about 
creating anad hoccommittee to iden- 
tify baseball stadium funding 
sources. 

Stracuzzi submitted the petition, 
his third requesting a special task 
force, because he felt his earlier re- 
quests had gathered dust on the 
mayor's desk. 

But Stracuzzi said Tuesday night 
that Mayor Edward Reilly “caught 
me on the way upstairs” and assured 
him that the committee is being 
formed. 

While voting to “file” his petition 
based on this information, Stracuzzi 
also expressed frustration over re- 
cent comments made by Reilly. 

During an interview with the Berk- 
shire Eagle this past week, Reilly in- 
dicated his preference to build a new 
stadium as part of an urban renewal 


mayor has already made this deci- 
sion, councilors were asked to re- 
lease $30,000 for a study of all pos- 
sible stadium sites. 

“Iread the press one day andI was 
completely floored to read that the 
mayor has already determined [the 
site]... he could have saved us all 


$30,000,” said Stracuzzi. “It just didn’t 


make any sense.” 

The at-large councilor said that if 
the mayor has already designated a 
site, he might have good rationale, 
but that it’s then a waste of money to 
doan “objective” stu dy of other sites. 


Council to act on reserve center. 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An order ‘that 
would authorize city officials to 
pursue the acquisition of the 
former Naval Reserve Center 
for possible use as administra- 
tive offices for Pittsfield’s parks 
will be considered. by the City 
Council when it meets tonight 
at 7:30. | 

The building on Vin Hebert 
Boulevard, which was vacated 
in July 1994 and decommis- 
sioned in May 1995, is. still 
owned by the Navy. 

“The process has reached a 
point where if the city does not 
choose to obtain the parcel for a 
particular purpose, then it will 
be placed for sale or disposition 
in a competitive process,” 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly wrote 
in a letter to the Council. “I 
have proposed, and it has not 
been generally well received, 
moving park administration to 
that location. The Park Com- 
mission was interested in put- 
ting a service center there for 
recreational organizations and 
activities, and I would support 
that idea, but I think it is ap- 
propriate that the city reacquire 
this ‘parcel which was part of 
the original Burbank Park and 
return it to that purpose.” | 

Reilly’s letter also states that 
while some city councilors have 
advocated using the facility for 
the school storage or a bus ga- 
rage, “that ... is not one of the 
recognized uses by the Navy 
Department.” 


Also on the Council’s agenda 
is a proposed amendment to the 
city ordinance that deals with 
the appointment and compen- 
sation of assistant city solicitors. 

Currently, the city’s legal af- 
fairs are being managed solely 
by City Solicitor Kathleen G. 
Alexander; both assistant solici- 
tor positions were left vacant by 
resignations. 

Reilly has proposed consoli- 
dating the two part-time posi- 
tions into one full-time position, 
“which will result in ‘better 
services for the city and a fiscal 
Saving as well.” 


Establish step scale 


Including benefits, the sala- 
ries of assistant city solicitors 
are now about $20,600 annually 
for the part-time jobs. Under 
Reilly’s proposed amendment to 
the ordinance, the salary would 
be changed from a 
amount” to a step scale which 
would “reflect a more appropri- 
ate method of compensating an 
individual commensurate with 
his/her qualifications.” 

In addition, the Council will 
consider a first reading of a re- 
vision of a city ordinance con- 
cerning the storage of recre- 
ational and commercial vehi- 
cles. 

If adopted, the revised ordi- 
nance would require that stored 
recreational vehicles, for exam- 
ple, must be. screened with a 
fence or shrubbery of certain 
heights. The requirements of 
the current ordinance are more 


Vflat: } 


ee, Recreational vehicles 
must be stored so that they are 
not visible from the street. 

A petition from Councilor at 
large Peter G. Arlos calls on the 
Council to vote to oppose Fire 
Chief James W. Tobin’s request . 
for $9,246 in holiday pay. 

Arlos’ petition contends that 
Tobin has not submitted docu- 
mentation of his work on holi- 
days. The fire chief has said 
that he has worked on 30 holi- 
days over five years. 


Do better by Burbank Park 


As it turns out, it was just as well that Pitts- 
field failed to meet the state’s application dead- 
line for obtaining a grant to restore Burbank 
Park. Estimates for the improvements, according 
to an updated plan presented Tuesday to the 
Park Commission by the landscape architects 
Okerstrom-Lang, are 36 percent higher than the 
city had thought it would spend in its tardy 1996, 


ha aie 
- application — a hefty $913,000. The refurbis 
| ment of what many regard as the potential jewel 


of the city park system is worth it, but this time 
the city should get its ducks in 4 row — and: 
meet application due dates. Uf q | G7. 


) PITTSFIELD:-. The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation is 
now accepting summer applica- 
‘tions for regular playgrounds, 

special needs playgrounds, life- 
) guards and umpires. 
| Applications are available at 
the city hall personnel office, 70 
| Allen St., and the Department 
‘ of Parks and Recreation office, 
874 North St. he a 
Information: FeO | 3% 1 1 


Reserve Center proposal set for study 


According to Ann Dobrowloski of 
the community development depart- 


A city council subcommittee will original Burbank Park and return it 


review Mayor Edward Reilly’s latest 


to that purpose.” 


ment, the city must soon present a 
definitive plan for the site or risk 


plan to acquire the former Naval. Some councilors previously ex- 
Reserve Center on Vin Hebert Boule- pressed interest in using the site for 
_ vard. 


date of Feb. 2. project near Berkshire Medical Cen- ; 
At that time, the small but ter. 


, from city buildi 


PITTSFIELD — Police are 
asking people to be, on. t 
lookout for anyone trying to s 
power equipment cheaply after 
a larceny that occurred over th 
weekend. 

Detective Gary W. Danfor 
said “a number” of power han 
tools like chain saws, band sa 
‘and other items were missin 
when an employee opened a 
city storage building on Mon- 
day. 

Danford said that the burglar 
apparently had a key to the 
outside door in a building at 874 
North St. but had to force two 
inside storage doors with a long, 
thin object like a scewdriver or 


bar to get at the: 
small Dy 3 *) A host of activities showcas- 


equipment. 
peer: with information 
bout the incident is asked to 


1 police at Seen Gy 


= Eig cline 


growing arboretum will officially 
be named for Vincent Hebert, 
the city’s longtime Parks and 
Recreation commissioner. The 
City Council last month re- 
quested that in honor of 
Hebert’s years of service to the 
city parks, the Parks Commis- 
sion name something after him. 
An arboretum is a place where 
people can study and appreciate 
trees. On Arbor Day in April of 
last year, the arboretum com- 
mittee, a subgroup of Pittsfield 
Beautiful Ine., held a _ tree- 
_ planting ceremony to let people 
know about their efforts. Last 
year, the state gave the group a 
_ $2,920 grant to fund its educa- 
tion project. 


ing the arboretum and the.231- 
acre park are scheduled. 
For more information, contact 
the Pittsfield Parks, Department 
at 499-9343. / / 


— ee 
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After reading the recent article 


Sel WW 


Stracuzzi wondered why, if the 
a esteeresesssesneee 


Parks board issues reminder of rules 


Members of the park commission 
have issued a reminder of rules and 
regulations in effect in all city parks. 

- According to the commissioners, 
it is unlawful to: 

* Deface or destroy any park prop- 
erty, including equipment, signs or 
vegetation. 

*To litter or dump rubbish, leaves 
or brush on park property. 

*To take animals into a park, un- 
less leashed. 

*To drive any vehicle off desig- 
nated roads or parking lots. 

*To play golf or to practice same. 

* To possess or drink alcoholicbev- 
erages and/or to use or possess glass 
bottles. 

*To occupy any park from one 
hour after sunset or one hour before 
sunrise. 


and regulations is available at the 
Department of Parks & Recreation, 


Springside House. Y | 3 | “I 


Applications available for special needs playground 
| Application forms are available for the Highland Special Needs Play- 


Without debate, councilors on 
Tuesday referred Reilly’s proposal 
to the council’s community & eco- 
nomic development subcommittee. 

Reilly, who encountered flak last 
summer when he proposed using 
the site as park department head- 
quarters, now wants to see the prop- 
erty utilized as park space. 

In a memo to councilors, Reilly 
indicated that if the city does not act 
soon, it will lose first rights to acquire 
the property. 

“T have proposed, and it has not 
generally been well received with 
moving park administration to that 


location,” wrote Reilly. “I think it is - 


appropriate that the city reacquire 
this parcel which was part of the 


school department storage and asa having the TT as | another 


school bus depot. 
—~ l hs al 


aks 


party. 


Botchea’cthance at Burbank Park? 


Due to a misunderstanding about state proce- 
ures, the renovation of Burbank Park, slated to 
ecome the jewel of Pittsfield’s park system on 
the shores of Onota Lake, is in jeopardy. The 
city authorized up to $600,000 to be spent on 
park Improvements, after winning what it 
thought was $400,000 in state aid from the Divi- 
sion of Conservation Services. A landscape ar- 
chitect was hired to draft plans for new beaches, 
bathhouses, boat Tamps and hiking trails, with 
construction to begin this fall. Unhappily, the 
, city has to reapply for the grant which, given 
| preliminary approval two years ago, cannot ex- 
tend into the next fiscal year. With characteristic 
complacency, the city did not move quickly on 

€ project, nor with aggressive, attentive man- 

y agement. It appears the city may have let an- 
other opportunity slip through its fingers. 


Re 


[July 17] on possible sites for a new © 
Stadium in Pittsfield, I am very up- 
set. I cannot believe that one of the 
considerations is the Pittsfield — 


complete list.oF all pan: rules | ground at the Department of Parks and Recreation office 874 North Street, . ee 


3 | Ga 
Springside House. Applicants must be 6 or older, toilet trained and able to What great news to hear that 
work.in groups. The department office is open Monday : ‘ough Friday | Pittsfield finally sees the potential in 
Common, which would place the from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For pe call oe 2: Sy 77 . 


restoring the Hancock Road side of 
Stadium right next to a residence for | | 


| Pontoosuc Lake [July 31]. It is cer- 
the elderly [Central Mnhed Howes tainly a great attraction for tourists. I 
could anyone be so inconsiderate as 


hope it can come to f ition. before 
_ to build a stadium SO close to the | 


_ the millennium. -P_-G ) | 
elderly, who requir eace and af | : Sin 
quiet? © "P [ a a re my 
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Shots in the park: Hunting in Brattlebrook debated 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — For more than 
90 years, a portion of Brat- 
tlebrook Park has been stocked 
by state wildlife officials with 
‘pheasant. Now, though, two city 
commissions are deliberating 
the possible prohibition of 
hunting in the 148-acre park in 
Pittsfield’s southeast section. 

More than 25 people, most of 
them hunters and many of 
them residents of the neigh- 
borhoods that surround the 
park, attended a Feb. 27 meet- 


sPark®J2i10 


hunters for many years, to the 


benefit of both groups and the | 


natural environment. 


Indeed, said Peter McBride of © 


Bryant Street, hunters make a 
significant contribution to the 
success of wildlife management 
efforts. 

And, said Michael Pigott of 
McKinley Terrace, hunters’ in- 
timate knowledge of the terrain 
has allowed them to advise non- 
hunting visitors of the location 
of potential trouble spots, such 
as marsh areas that would not 
appear to be dangerous to the 
untrained eye. 

Other opponents of posting 
the land noted that the pheas- 
ant season is brief, only six 
weeks, and occurs in late au- 
tumn when children are in 
school. Besides, they said, 
pheasant stocking occurs only 
in a limited area of the park 
that is at least 1,000 feet away 
from any residential develop- 
ment and would not necessarily 
be attractive to walkers. 

Anthony Gola of the state Di- 

vision of Fisheries and Wildlife 


told the commission that nei- 


ther the stocking nor the hunt- 
ing of pheasant has any ill ef- 


fect on any other wildlife spe- 
cies in the area. 

Gola said that he stopped 
stocking the park about midway 
through the job last fall after he 
was notified of complaints. 

The Conservation Commis- 
sion ‘“‘should not wait until [an 
accident] happens to do some- 
thing about it,’ said James 
Riddle, who manages the 
commission’s public lands in- 
cluding Wild Acres and Brat- 
tlebrook Park. 

Riddle said that walkers have 
been known to use the wetland 
areas in which pheasant are 
stocked. -He also noted that 
more of the land around the 
park is being developed for res- 
idential use, thus increasing the 
likelihood of visits to the park 
by children. 

Riddle was the only person at 
the meeting to speak in favor of 
posting the land. 

Last night, Hickey said that 
previous discussions of the is- 
sue have been notable for a lack 
of support for posting. 

“We have been unable to find 
out who the complainants 
labout gunshots] are,” he said. 
“And at all the meetings we’ve 
had so far, no one has showed 
up to complain.” 


State has stocked the conservation area with pheasant for more than 50 years. 


ing of the Conservation Com- 
mission to urge the panel not to 
endorse posting the park 
against hunting. 

The commission. delayed a 


decision on the matter at least 


until after it visits the area on 
Saturday to, as one member put 
it, “get a sense of the lay of the 
land.” or 

Since the issue was raised last 


month by the Conservation 


Commission’s agent, Terry 
Plantier, who wrote a letter to 
the Park Commission relaying 
complaints about gunshots in 


the park, it remains unclear 


which commission has regula- 

tory jurisdiction over the land. 
The Conservation Commis- 

sion owns the park, which was 


purchased by the city in 1968 as 


“conservation land” from the 


Allessio family, said City Coun- 


cilor Thomas E. Hickey Jr. of 
Ward 3. However, the Park 
Commission, as it does in all 
other city parks, appears to be 


empowered to set rules govern- 


ing the use of Brattlebrook 
Park. 

An opinion on the issue has 
been sought from the city solic- 


itor’s office, Hickey said. 

While the consensus of the 
Park Commission is clear — the 
panel’s chairman and one of its 
members. said last night that 
the commission favors prohibit- 
ing hunting in Brattlebrook 
Park as it has in every other 
city park — the Conservation 
Commission’s position has yet 
to take shape. 


Only two of its members, 
John Pannozzo and Silvio Rotti, 
argued in favor of deciding the 
question on Feb. 27. The other 
commissioners, Dorothy Mara, 
Mary O’Brien, 
Makes and Councilor at large 
Jamie R. Williamson, contended 
that the commission should 
hold off until after Saturday’s 
“site visit.” 

Among the arguments ad- 


vanced by hunters at the Feb.’ 
27 meeting was that the park- 


has been shared by hikers and 


PARK, continued on A4 | 


Michael 
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Hunting was approved for another year at Brattlebrook Park. 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Conservation Commission supports 
hunting across Brattlebrook Park 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Brattlebrook 
Park will remain a legal hunting 
ground — at least for another 
year. 

The Conservation Commis- 
sion voted 4-1 last night in favor 
of continuing its policy of al- 
lowing the sport in the 148-acre 
park in Pittsfield’s southeast 
section. The decision will be 
reviewed in 1998 after the 
commission has had an oppor- 
tunity to evaluate what effect — 
if any — hunting has on the 
park’s flora and fauna and on 
its use as a conservation area 
open to the general public. 

More than a dozen hunters 
attended the commission’s 
meeting. They greeted the 
panel’s vote with cheers and 
applause. 


Complaints of shots 


The issue was raised last 
month when the commission’s 
agent, Terry Plantier, wrote a 
letter to the Park Commission 
relaying complaints about gun- 
shots in the park. 


Although the Park Commis- 


sion has gone on record in favor 
of banning hunting in Brat- 
tlebrook Park, it does not have 
regulatory jurisdiction over the 
land, said City. Councilor 
Thomas E. Hickey Jr. of Ward 3. 

City, state and federal funds 
were used to buy the property 
rom the Allessio family in the 


was decided then that while 
maintenance of the land should 
be the responsibility of the Park 
Commission, decisions concern- 
ing its use should be left to the 
Conservation Commission. 


Hickey, in whose constituency 
the park lies, attended last 
night’s meeting to urge the 
commission not to change the 
rules concerning hunting there. 


He noted that the state has 
stocked the park with pheasant 
for more than 50 years. In addi- 
tion, he said, he has logged only 
one complaint about gunshots 
in the park since 1990. 

Conservation Commission 
member Mary K. O’Brien, who 
cast the only vote against con- 
tinuing hunting in the park, 
said she did so because she be- 


lieves that the various hunting 
seasons add up to an inordinate 
amount of time during the year 
that the park is shared by 


hunters and non-hunters. 


O’Brien had been prepared to 
vote in favor of continuing only 
pheasant hunting in Brat- 
tlebrook — indeed, she was the 
first to offer a motion to that 
effect — but changed her stance 
after learning that the debate 
dealt with the hunting of all 
types of legal game (deer, rab- 
bit, squirrel) in the park. 

In that event, she observed, 
hunters might well be found in 
Brattlebrook during more than 
three months of the year. That 
is too long, she said, to allow 
fulfillment of the park’s in- 
tended use 1 a conservation 
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Ballpark teams 


named by mayor 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor Edward 

M. Reilly has named the mem- 
bers of two task forces who will 
steer the city’s efforts to build a 
new baseball stadium. 
_ The city, as part of a license 
agreement it signed with Pitts- 
field Mets’ owners National 
Pastime Co. late last year, is 
Proposing to build a 4,500-seat 
stadium. , 

If the city can find a site for 
the facility and secure financing 
by October of this year, the 

I stay through the 1998 
New York-Penn League season 
and enter negotiations for a 10- 
year stay in the new facility 
beginning in 1999. 


Work with consultant 


One committee wil] work with 
a yet-to-be Selected consultant 
on identifying eight possible 
Sites for the Stadium, including 
the team’s present home at 
Wahconah Park. While the Op- 
tions remain open, Reilly has 
already suggested a downtown 
site near the corner of Wah- 
conah and North streets. That 
site would keep the team down- 
town and could give the city a 
better chance at securing state 
funding, proponents say. 
Members of the site selection 
committee include city pur- 
chasing agent Robert B. Tone 
Jr., Brewery owner Robert 
Smitty” Smith, parks and rec- 
reation director Robert S. Mel- 
lace, Parks Commissioner Clif. 
ford Nilan, City Council Presi- 
dent Gerald S. Doyle Jr. and 
hires of July Parade organizer 
a gic president of BankBoston. The 
e stadium finance commit- committee will meet Tuesday at 
tee has a more challenging task 4 p.m. at City Hall, Room 203 


—_—__ - . 


at hand, as the likelihood of 
state funding for a stadium de- 
creased dramatically when 
Springfield could not secure 
state funds for a similar use. 
The estimated cost of the ball- 
park is $8 million. | 


Creative thinking 


Two weeks ago, the majority 
owner in Springfield’s bid for a 
class AA minor league expan- 
sion franchise backed Out, be- 
cause the state had not com- 
mitted $15 million in aid Gov. 
William F. Weld had earlier 
promised the city for a new 
downtown stadium. State House 
Speaker Thomas Finneran had 
made his opposition to state 
funding of facilities for pro 
sports teams known in August 
of 1996, and held firm on that 
Stand. 


In response to that turn of 
events, state Rep. Peter J, 
Larkin, D-Pittsfield, warned the 
city would need to be more cre- 
ative than Springfield in pre-, 
senting its case. Ae 


Larkin also said Reilly’s urban 
renewal idea, which would link 
Wahconah Street to Tyler Street 
and create parking for Berk- 
shire Medical Center in addition 
to building a Stadium, is one 
such possible creative option. 


The stadium finance “commit- 
tee is composed, of Mellace, city 
finance director David Kiley, 
businessman Donald Saint- 
Pierre, Paul Clark of Paine- 
Webber, Berkshire Housing di- 
rector Peter Lafayette, Ellen 
Jenkins of Berkshire Life and 
Steven Massicotte, Tegional 


Hearing planned regarding stadium sites 


A public meeting to review possible sites for a new municipal stadium 
will be held Thursday, July 24 at 7 p.m. at city hall. 
Arrowstreet Inc., a Sommerville-based planning and architectural firm, 
will provide an overview of the site selection process. Representatives of 
city committees working onsite selection and financing issues will also be 
present.According to community services director Bob Mellace, a detailed 


presentation of “lead sites” —including areas near the First 
and Berkshire Medical Center — will be featured. iP haa 


ate 1960s, said Hickey, and it 


ia Common 


aie @ 


The Pittsfield attitude 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— | 


I am writing in response to: 
Lucy Merker’s letter [Sept. 19] 
on Pittsfield surviving the 
downsizing. Her comments re-: 
veal exactly the reasons Pitts-” 
field is downsizing: People who-- 
have jobs and don’t care if other 
people get them. 

There are other spillover costs 
associated with downsizing of a 
local economy. When one fac- 


* tory job leaves, two others leave 


with it. Unemployment and 


other social service costs in- 


crease. Crime rises but city jobs 
like police and fire protection 
seem to be the first to get cut. 
Parks and. recreation lose 


‘money and our schools do not 


get the necessary repairs, they’ 
barely get the supplies needed 
to teach our children. 24 
As people start to leave; 
houses become empty and di-- 
lapidated. Small businesses” 
close their doors and even more “ 
people become unemployed. - 
Soon you have an economy that 
cannot support the people in it! 
What are you left with then? 
People are living on their pen<' 
sions, their children and grand- 
children have moved far away’ 
and all you have left is — wel] 
nothing! 
The letter-writer should think’ 
of other people besides herself. 
And this goes out to everyone. 
with the same attitude. ‘ 


7 BILL HAINES” 
Round Rock Te | 


Sept. 20, 1997 ke } fi (q 7 2 





| Management = x, 
to be workshop topic é 
PITTSFIELD — The Massa- 


- chusetts Community Forestry 
Council will host a daylong 


The Berkshire Eagle, Thursday, April 3, 1997 — B3_ 


Confusion over state erant 


| P ar k from B1 


from the Division of Conserva- 
tion Services, an arm of the 
State Department of Environ-— 


City must reapply for f 1s 
to improve Burbank pat ' 


l 
r 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An unforeseen 
state requirement} will prevent 
the start of construction of im- 
provements to Burbank Park at 
Onota lake until spring of 1998, 
Robert S. Mellace, the city’s di- 
rector of community services, 
has told The Eagle. 

Mellace was to have informed 
the Parks Commission:of the 
news: at Monday night’s sched- 
uled meeting, which was post- 
poned to next Monday evening 
at 7:30 because of the snow- 
storm that buried the region. 

He said he learned of the sit- 
uation at a recent workshop 
held by the Division of Conser- 
vation Services, the state 
agency that had promised 
$408,000 in state aid for 
$600,000 worth of improvements 
to Burbank Park. 

The city had intended to put a 
contract for improvements out 
to bid this summer, with con- 
struction beginning early in the 
fall. Now, the city must reapply 
by summer for money it had al- 
ready won, and wait until fall 
for the state to make a decision. 

That would push construction 
to spring of 1998, Mellace said. 


Can’t carry over funding 


The news came at a recent 

- meeting when a representative 
of the state Division of Conser- 

vation Services, a department of 

the Executive Office of Envi- 

ronmental Affairs, told Mellace 

and other urban planners that 

they could not carry over fund- 


ing into the next fiscal year and 
would have to reapply for the 
money. 

Mellace was surprised. 

“There was never any inten- 
tion on our part to build this 
year,’ he said. “It would have 
been impossible to build with- 
out plans. 


“This was not my under- 
standing last year,” he added. 

He said his understanding of 
the procedure was that once the 
city had been approved for 
grant funding, it would remain 
approved. 

In 1995, the city applied for 
and won the grant, intending to 
use it to make Burbank Park 
the crown jewel of the city park 
System. 

Planners envisioned needed 
improvements to the Onota 
Lake boat ramp, to parking lots, 
bathhouse facilities and 
beaches, and trails for hiking 
and biking. 

In January 1996, confident of 
state reimbursement, the city 
authorized the spending of up 
to $600,000 to fix up Burbank 
Park. That allowed Mellace to 
hire consultant Okerstrom-Lang 
& Associates of Great Barring- 
ton to draw up a master plan. 

However, Mellace is now con- 
fident that the city will gain 
back the funding. When the city 
won the grant, it had no plans. 

Now it has a detailed master 
plan laying out a vision for 
Burbank Park — an advantage, 
since it will be competing with 
other communities that have 
ideas, but no firm plans. 


| Golfers in 


| 


delays Burbank Park agenda 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city, 
working under the assumption 
that a state grant funding im- 
provements to Burbank Park 
was guaranteed, missed a June 
1, 1996, deadline and must now 
reapply for the funds with the 
state Division of Conservation 
services. | 

The reasons appear to be un- 
certainty over the availability of 
state funding, an original June 
1, 1995, deadline that proved 
unrealistic and an apparent lack 
of communication over the ex- 
tension of that deadline to June 
1, 1996. 


Robert S. Mellace, the city’s 
director of community services, 
recently learned that the city 
must reapply for over $400,000 
in funds to make Burbank Park, 
250 acres on the eastern shore 
of Onota Lake, the crown jewel 
in the city’s municipal park 
system. 


Mellace was responding to 
Conservation Services director 
Joel Lerner’s statement that the 
reason the city had to reapply 
for Burbank Park funds was 
that the city had missed a June 
1, 1996, deadline. 

In February 1996, the city au- 
thorized spending not to exceed 
$600,000 to make the _ long- 
sought improvements to Bur- 
bank Park. A consultant was 
hired, and to date $30,000 has 
been spent on study, planning 
and design work. 

Originally, the city had been 
notified by the state that it had 
been “preapproved” for a grant 
in February 1995 and told it 


' would be required to submit, by 


state] understood that,” Mellace 
explained. 

Mellace spoke with a Conser- 
vation Services staff member in 
1995 about the tight deadline, 
requesting that the state roll the 
deadline up a year to June 1996. 
However, Mellace said it was 
never made official to the city 
that the state had extended the 
deadline a year. 


The plan was next delayed by 
uncertainty over funding. Un- 
like previous park projects Mel- 


- lace had worked on, the state 


now wanted the city to spend 
money for study and planning 
up front, with a pledge of later 
reimbursement, instead of pro- 
viding the funds directly. 


A matter of timing 


Mellace noted that the city 
did not approve the $600,000 to 
fund the project until February 
1996. Until then, it was not clear 
that the state Open Space Bond 
Bill, from which state funding 
to reimburse the city would 
emerge, would pass the Legis- 
lature. 

“The city didn’t want to take a 
chance when there was no 
ironclad source of funding,” he 
said. 

Once that funding appeared 
secure, the city again moved 
forward on Burbank Park. It 
hired a consultant, Okerstrom- 
Lang & Associates of Great 
Barrington, to research desired 
uses for the 250-acre park and 


find consensus among park us- 
ers. The plan was to put the 
plans out to bid this summer 
and begin construction in the 
fall. 

But again, even if it was clear 
the-deadline was June 1, 1996, 
the lack of funding until Feb- 
ruary 1996 would have made it 
impossible to meet that dead- 
line, Mellace said. 


Lerner, however, left little 
room for interpretation, saying 
June 1, 1996, was deadline day 
as far as he knew. “They were 
pre-selected with the provision 
they do certain things,” he said. 


But the bottom line, Mellace 
said, is that the project will go 
on, even if it begins a year later 
than had been planned. The city 
must reapply for the funding by 
June 1 of this year, and has 
been told it will be notified of 
the state’s decision by No- 
vember. If all goes well, con- 
struction will begin in spring 
1998. 

The city now has a master 
plan, will soon have construc- 
tion documents, and as a result 
stands a better chance of win- 
ning funding from the state 
when the plans are reviewed, 
Mellace said. And for that rea- - 
son, and because the city has 
worked well with Conservation 
Services in the past, Mellace 
won't criticize the state’s deci- 
sion. 

“The last thing I want to do is 
jeopardize the grant,” he said. 


| Burbank Park renewal costs £0 up 


June 1, 1995, the following: 


By D.R. Bahlman tailed plans and noted that he is “try- 


mental Management. A grant 
from that agency, originally ex- 


pected to be $405,000, was to be 
applied to the cost of the 
project, as was $250,000 from 
the city. 

The city’s new application will 
be for the most money available 
— $500,000, Robert S. Mellace, 
the city’s director of community 
Services, told the commission 
last night. 


In addition, Mellace and Oke- 
rstrom-Lang noted that the 
Sstate’s Public Access Board is 
prepared to fund some of the 
improvements to the fishing 
pier, the south parking lot and 
Lakeway Drive. That would add 
about $143,000 to the budget’s 
income side. 

While that still leaves a 
Shortfall of about $20,000, ad- 
justments in the bid specifica- 
tions could close the gap. 

Specifically, the plan calls for 
repaving Lakeway Drive and 
improving the safety of the en- 
trance to the park. A bike path 
route is incorporated in the 
proposed design, as is elimina- 
tion of parking on the east side 
of the road. Existing parking 


“Spaces on the west side would 


be maintained, and parking 
“stalls” would be painted. 


Improvements to both park- 
ing lots also are planned. The 
south lot would be paved with 
painted parking stalls for both 
angular and perpendicular 
parking, said Okerstrom-Lang. 
Currently, the lot can accom- 
modate nine vehicles with 
trailers; the plan ealls for in- 


_creasing the number of those 


spaces to 20. The overall size of 
the lot would be reduced by the 
presence of an open pavilion to 
be used for band concerts. 
Another, larger pavilion is to 
be built at the north end of the 
south parking lot. That pavilion, 
which is slated to cost about 


F 


workshop titled ‘Managing 
Municipal Trees” on Tuesday at 
Springside Park on North 
Street. 7 

The program is part of a 
monthlong series being held 
throughout the state. The for- 
mat will provide instruction and 
discussions on tree care topics 
of importance to interested pro- 
fessionals, community groups 
and individuals. 

The Pittsfield program will 
include presentations on tree 
planting methods and selection, 


fertilization and mulching, and 


forest land improvement. A- 
discussion and tour of.the park 


are also planned. 


Registration will begin at 8:30 
and the program will run until 
3. The cost is $10, and partici- 
pants are responsible for their 
own lunch. Information: Mas- 
sachusetts Community Forestry 


Council office, 888-307-8733. ; 
Cae SS get ey 


City preparing 
bid process for 


softball complex | 


PITTSFIELD — Advertise- 
ments for bids on a girls’ soft- 
ball complex are scheduled to | 
be ready in about three weeks, 
the city’s Parks Commission 
learned last night. Sth 


Construction of the complex, , 
which is to consist of two fields ~ 
off Benedict Road across from 
the Berkshire Hills Country 
Club, is expected to begin in 
late summer or early fall, | 
Robert S. Mellace, the city’s di- 
rector of community services, 
Said last night. : 


The city has budgeted 
$215,000 for the project, which 


includes the rehabilitation ,of an 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An updated plan for 
improvements at Burbank Park was 
unanimously approved last night by 
the city’s Park Commission. ~ 

The commission acted after details 
of the plan were presented by Craig 

_ Okerstrom-Lang, whose Great Bar- 
rington planning and landscape archi- 
tecture firm is providing consulting 
services to the city. 

Okerstrom-Lang also told the com- 
mission that the estimated cost of the 
first phase of the project is $912,852, 
an increase of about $240,000 over the 
preliminary estimate provided to the 
commission in January. lot’s overall capacity is expected 

Okerstrom-Lang attributed the in- to increase from 160 vehicles to 
crease to the development of more de- 173. ‘ 

Other features of the plan in- 
clude a 12-foot-wide promenade 
between the lake and the north 
parking lot, repair and expan- 
sion of the boat launch area and 
repair of the old swimming 
beach. 

_ Work is scheduled y begin in 


the spring of 1998. Y ty r | g 7 


ing to be realistic with the dollars 
here.” 

He could “low-ball” the costs, he 
said, but that would likely result in 
sticker shock when bids are eventually 
received. 

City officials learned recently that 
they will have to reapply for funding 


4 | 1 "7 PARK, continued on B4 


$198,000, is to include restrooms 
and a kitchen. However, at the 
behest of commission member 
Richard Seapin, the commission 
agreed last night that the size of 
the pavilion and the range of its 
amenities could be adjusted 
when final bid specifications are 
prepared. 

The north parking lot is to 
remain gravel, although parking 
Spaces will be delineated with 
planted “islands” which are to 
be edged with boulders and 
planted with shrubs and shade 
trees, Okerstrom-Lang said. The 


» Engineering plans and spec- 
ifications. 

»}A master plan showing the 
improvements would deal with 
erosion and storm water man- 
agement issues along the shore 
of Onota Lake. 

»b Cost estimates. 

“There was no way we were 
going to meet that deadline in 
four months. I thought [the 


PERISPIELDIE. Séme aeons. oe | ’ 
ee Biever! : : 
ticing their sport, promphne of : uh City f ields pr oposals 
from firms showing 
interest in stadium 


_ficials to issue a reminder that 
»> | 
Y Il ie 


golfing is prohibited in parks. 
Most of the complaints con- 
cerned Kirvin Park, but there 
were a few others,” said Robert 
S. Mellace, the city’s director of 
_ community services. 
Mellace added that the ob- 

as received - 

| ee eke aes interested in Studying Dostible 

) Defacing or destroying cheung Make 
1g park City Purchasing Agent Robert C. T 
Sip nONe aa: equipment, have been submitted by Todd Lee, Clark. eae 
3 on. wstre ile ici 
‘Dumping. Ae ao Tammeeede ares a ae Somerville and Mass Municipal 
Nate j ney The proposals wil] be reviewed by the city’s stadium Site 
containers, 
» Occupation of any park from 
one hour after sunset to one 
hour before sunrise. 
Violations are punishable by 
fines of as much as $200. 


city parks 
prompt | 
complaints. 


By D.R. BahIman 
Berkshire Kagle Staff 


existing field on the site) / j cH) 


Onota Lake study 


review set for July 24 


PITTSFIELD — A _ public 
meeting to review the Onota 
Lake Monitoring Study has 
been scheduled for Thursday, 
July 24, at 7 p.m. at the Controy 
Pavilion on Onota Lake. Amer- 
ican Lake and Weland Service 
Inc. of Otis will be present -to 

' provide an overview of the pro- 
posed study. 

The firm has been retained by 

| the city to monitor the envi- 

_ ronmental impact of drawdowns 

/ and to develop a monitoring - 
program which can be contin- 
ued by volunteers in the future. | 

The Onota Lake Preservation « 
Association ._plans to work 
closely with the consultants and 
the city, and will coordinate the 
volunteer effort. In an = an- 
nouncement, the association 
expressed hope that the project 
will help revitalize the organi- 
zation and refocus its efforts 
towards improving the yar) 
quality of Onota Lake.“ 1-| - 4 


Public beach still needs re trooms 
1721 9 


Taking kids to the beach at times “it’s too late” when bad an- 
Pontoosuc Lake can be problematic, nounce they need to use facilities. 
councilor Bill Barry noted on Tues- Barry's observations came in sup- 
day. port of James Boyle’s petition asking 

The lack ofa working bathroomat the parks commission to report on 
the public beach means that some- any plans to restore restroom facili- 

pane ties at the site. 

Boyle said that the recent lack of 
facilities at the site represents a health 
concern as well as an inconvenience. 
_ He recalled embarrassment last year 
when an elderly beach user asked 
him about the availability of rest- 
rooms. 

“It would be a shame not to allow 
use of the lake for picnicking and 
swimming because there are no bath- 
room facilities available in the area,” 
said Boyle. 

His petition was unanimously re- 
ferred to the parks commission. 


— <— 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city purchasing office h 


City acquisition of naval 


reserve center approved 
Councilors on Tuesday approved 
an oft-delayed plan to acquire the | 
former Naval Reserve Center on Vin | 
Hebert Boulevard. The property is | 
~ no longer wanted by the federal gov- 
ernment. Acceptance of the tract — 
which has been proposed as home 
for the parks department, the school 
bus depot and other possible uses — 
is dependent upon a Wadia en- 


vironmental sviewal] Atle | 


Drawdown begins 
at Onota Lake 


PITTSFIELD — The Onota 
Lake drawdown has begun and’ | 
the lake is Currently one foot 
below the spillway elevation. 
The drawdown wil] continue 
until the lake is about three feet 
below the spillway elevation. It 
Is anticipated that this elevation 
will, be reached by mid- 
November, weather permitting. 

The lake will remain at this 
elevation throughout the winter 
months, with refill beginning 
around March 15. According: to 
the city’s Order of Conditions I July 29,1997 7» an 


from the Conservation Com- | ittsfield, July 29, 1997 | 
mission, the lake must be re- — | | "S] | | t a 


‘ n° 


filled by April 15. bis OK 


servation of other rules govern- 
Ing -use of the parks will] make 
them safer and more pleasant 
for everyone. 

The rules prohibit: 

le Selection committe d 

ae ! € ana ranked. At that 
eee Me designated roads request a cost estimate from the top saplican: Cache i rn 

ye Se Rte. ae the ee that consultant wil] be hired. 
of alcoholic beverages, and/or oe te en 
the use or possession of glass iin: ram 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Is it true that Pittsfield has 
_two family members running for 
elected office? Council Presi- 

dent Gerry Doyle and his 
brother-in-law Richard Scapin 
in Ward 5? Do the voters of 
| Pittsfield think that it is right to _ 
_ stand aside and let our city. be- 
' come a family run business? 


Be NS into the new facility 

€ cost of the proposed stadium, which would h 

2 ; ave 4,5 
Seats, has been estimated at $8 million. Another committee ie 
working on finding financing for the Stadium, as it has be- 
come unlikely either the state or the city will entirely fund 


The winning consultant will select eight potential sites, in- 


a and acquisition and infrastruct 
te additional parking and other factors. Caer tis 2: 
one said a consultant sh ithi 
eee should be selected within the next 


ss g 
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Burbank Park improvement plan 
advances despite funding hurdles | 


Plans to upgrade Burbank Park 
have encountered some hurdles — 
including increased cost estimates 
and delayed funding — but are ad- 
vancing. 

Architect Craig Okerstrom-Lang 
outlined design ideas at Monday’s 
parks commission meeting, earning 
formal endorsement for the tentative 
concepts. 
Funding package 
Community development director 
Bob Mellace said varied funding 
sources will be utilized for the project: 

° A $405,000 state grant that had ~ 
been previously earmarked for the 
project will be reapplied for, with the 
city now seeking $500,000. — 

* A $250,000 municipal match will 
be used to leverage the grant. 

° $143,000 in public access board 
funds will be targeted for the lake’s 


On Monday, commissioners/ re- 


do with.” 

The first issue resolved Monday 
was a driveway enhancement in- 
tended to improve safety from 
Lakeway Drive into the beach area. 

To cut costs, the commissioners 
decided against a more expensive 
road redirection. “A ninety degree 
angle would be great to attain,” said 
Mellace, “but not at $40,000.” 

Commissioners expressed enthu- 
siasm for plans to upgrade the fish- 
ing pier, particularly since this ele- 
ment can be funded with the public 
access grant. 

Parking questions 

Plans for the south parking lot were 
more controversial, with Okerstrom- 
Lang calling for a paved parking lot 
and construction ofasmallrestroom/ 


kitchen attached to anopen pavilion. 
The architect noted that 


parking spaces for boat trailers — 


fishing pier and south parking Ae — combined with more 


viewed Okerstrom-Lang’s plans, will reduce South lot parking spots 
suggesting some cost-savings to keepfom 71 to 58. 


the project on target. 

Longtime park advocate Vin 
Hebert urged the commissioners to 
“think big.” He said “when this thing 
starts to go, you'll have more people 
coming here then you know what to 
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Commission adjusts Burbank plan 


Compromise and cost-cutting 
highlighted a special parks commis- 
sion meeting Monday as plans were 
modified for improvements at 
Burbank Park. 

Following recent site visits to the 
Onota Lake property, commission- 
ers tentatively endorsed an updated 
plan for upgrades. 

At a meeting this past week, com- 
missioners delayed action after cost 
estimates by architects Okerstrom- 
Lang showed the project’s costs were 
poised to exceed the anticipated bud- 
get. 

“We're trying to cut money out,” 
- parkschairman Robert Smithsaid on 
Monday. “We're got some stuff that 
has to come out of here.” 

The cuts were accomplished by 
prioritizing elements of the plan and 
substituting cheaper alternatives for 
some items. 

Top priorities 

Most elements of the plan were| 
accorded a “high” priority, begin-| 
ning with some $70,000 in improve- 
ments for pothole-plagued Lakeway 
Drive. The road will be repaired in 
the area toward the boat launch and 
north parking lot. 

Also given a “high” ranking, 
though with some discussion as to 
specific configurations, were plans 
for a new restroom/ pavilion struc- 
ture at the south parking lot. The 
facility will include an open area for 
gatherings and a small kitchen/con- 
cession area. 

_ The biggest component — also a 
“high” priority — is an upgrade of 
the north parking lot including a bet- 
ter parking area and larger lawn sec- 
tions. 

Also deemed a top priority were 


plans for an improved promenade — 
connecting sections of the park and | 


t changes in the north 
lot will yield 173 parking spaces, com- 
pared to 160 current spaces. In addi- 
tion, provisions are being considered 
toupgrade an overflow parking area. 
Though most of the changes had 


restoration of the bath house/beach 
area. A smaller item — but vocally 
supported by the commissioners — 
is the demolition of existing storage 
facilities. 

Lesser priorities, depending on 
funding, will include physical work 
at the old swimming area, signage, a 
pathway to “the Point” and front 
entrance beautification. 

Park entrance 

Even the low-priority items are 
expected to get some attention. While 
the sign budget was cut, forexample, 
commissioners said improved signs 
at the main entrance will be kept. 

“We do have tospend some money 
making the entrance to the park look 
good,” said Smith. 

Additional improvements to the 
south parking area, boat launch and 
fishing pier are slated for funding 
through public access grants. 


been discussed previously at public 
hearings and commission meetings, 
the price tag on the pavilion raised 
the eyebrows of commissioner Rick 
Scapin. 
Conflicting priorities 

“That building takes a lot of the 

money,” Scapin said of the $195,000 


pavilion. Okerstrom-Lang noted that — 
restrooms — an identified commis- | 
sion goal— would beexpensiveeven , 


without the added amenities. 

Commissioner Anthony Massi- 
miano liked the pavilion idea as well 
as.a promenade linking areas 
throughout the park. “Think of the 
park as a whole,” he said. “There are 
two anchors with people traversing 
in-between.” 

The plan in the north lot area will 
expand the park area, turning a por- 
tion of the current parking area into 

s tract with a concert pavilion 

les Band. The parking area 

— unpaved except for handicap 
— will be pushed back. 

_ Okerstrom-Lang will present more 

specific designs at a future meeting. 

The public access aspects of the 

project may be undertaken this year; 

pending grants, the bulk of the project 
is slated for 1998 construction. 
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Community services director Bob 
Mellace cautioned that the magni- 
tude of the project won’t be deter- 
mined until state grants are received 
and bidding is conducted. 

The city has agreed to provide a 
one-third match for a state grant 
which was previously awarded but 
withdrawn. The city has reapplied 
and “assuming we get the maximum 
grant,” Mellace expects to have some 
$735,000 available for the non-public 
access portions of the project. 

“We'reinthe ballpark,” Smith said, 
after the priorities were outlined. 

Okerstrom-Lang will work this 
week on the modified plans and at- 
tempt to complete more precise cost 
estimates. 

Mellace hopes the state will make 
a funding commitmentin November 
and the project will go out to bid at 
the end of the year. 


- — 


Revival of Park Square 


fountain flounders 


The Park Square fountain will re- 
main dry for now, said community 
services director Robert Mellace. - 

Ata park commission meeting on 
Monday, Mellace told that board that 
the city was not able tocome to terms 
with the only contractor to bid on 
repairing the fountain, which has | 
been broken for several years. 

“So, for the time being, it doesn’t 

_ look like there’s going to be a foun- 


tain,” Mellace said. 


Last year, park commissioners en- . 
dorsed allowing Pittsfield Beautiful 
to use the decrepit fountain as a 


flower planter. But Mayor Edward 
Reilly stopped that plan in favor of 


repairing the fountain. 


Mellace held out hope that the 


-lects of the first migrating birds. 


VICTOR CAPELLI 


Sunday strolls highlight city park 


With the snows of early April just — Near “Indian Rocks” we found 


a bad memory in many Berkshirites little male Bluebird (Lolly’s first Blue- 
bird) sunning himself out in the 
open—a spark of color against the 
Bi ene of brown leaves. 
| verhead, we saw an 

Springside Park recently, to see how way lazily north to eee tae a 
spring was progressing, was notonly lake and two Red-Tailed Hawks 
) . | circled high into the sky. A little fur- 
inwelcoming spring backto the Berk-_ ther up, We passed through a section 
of trail called “the Pines,” a little 
grove of old hemlocks, black birches 


minds, the last few days have be- 
_ come mild and sunny and winter has 
finally been nudged aside in favor of 
| Spring. A Sunday nature stroll in 


imperative, buta necessary first step 


shires. 

Accompanied by Mark Miller, 
Elizabeth Kulas and two other par- 
ticipants, Iwentoutone benign April 
Sunday to see the first bird migrants 


a spied trillium and early meadow rue 
growing by the side of the road and 
we picked some sprouting pussy 
willows to put in water later. As we 
made our way back to the car, Mark 
picked up some litter carelessly left 

in the woods and carriedit toa nearby 

waste can. 

As we descended from “the pines” 
section of the trail, the many kinds of 
forest trees, hornbeam; beech, black 
birch, white birch, and elm—were 


Spring in Springside Park is the most 


_and to study the various eco ogical wonderf ul time of the year 


habitats in Springside. | 
Along the stream trail below th 


| up and mysterious. | 
from the warming earth. Lolly,alady | Wewalked among oldand gnarled 
with a fondness for wildflowers, sugar maples called “wolf trees,” bi 
gasped with delight as she discov- old northern red oaks, white aie 
ered not one, but several different and cottonwoods—part of an eco- 
colors of Hepatica flower. In fact, logical unit called the deciduous 
opringside had dozens of little he- hardwoods association. Indeed, we 
patica communities scattered saw magnificent examples of eastern 
throughout the park. hardwood, 60-75 years old, as the 
A couple of Field Sparrows in remnants of old forest ecos stem 
nearby trees serenaded us and we which surrounded Pittsfield hun. 
compared notes on the different dia- dreds of years ago. 
The quiet of the beauti 
Ruby-Crowned Kinglets, phoebes day Ue suddenly Seema es 
and tufted titmice sang with exuber- dirt bikers roared by on the trail 


spitting dust and exhaust fumes in 
our faces. Afterwards, Elizabeth 


y 
trees, dogwoods, alder and willow- 


combining to make a forester’s para- 
dise. 

Three hours had passed, it was 
now noon, it didn’t seem that we 
spent so much fun time in the park, 
learning about birds, tree and wild- 
flowers! But time did fly—we were 
hungry and happy that such another 
nature stroll in Springside Park could 
make us feel at peace again with the 
world. Spring in Springside Park, it’s 
the most wonderful time of the year! 

_Victor Capelli will lead q free public 
nature walk at Springside Park Sunday 
from 9 to 11 a.m. Participants are en- 
couraged to bring binoculars. 


Skateboard plan will b 


Councilors on Tuesday gave the 


~- 


ne, 
meee eee 
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Councilors alter dog regulations 


Multi-year, mail licenses endorsed; ‘pooper scooper’ law eyed 


It was dog day — at night — for 
city councilors on Monday. 

The council’s ordinances & rules 
subcommittee endorsed plans for 
multi-year dog licenses, mail-in li- 
censes and a law to fine owners 
whose dogs defecate on ballfields 
and public beaches. 

The first issue was a Peter Arlos- 
proposal to sell dog licenses that are 
good for three years, in addition to 
the current one-year licenses. 

“Tt would help the city ... because 
it’s a tedious task,” said Arlos, “and 
it would be a convenience for the 
public.” 

Arlos said that only about one- 
half the dogs in the city are licensed, 
primarily because the process of get- 
ting a license each year is inconve- 
nient. “There’s a serious problem 
here,” said the at-large councilor. 

The second proposal, suggested 
by Gary Grunin, involves allowing 
dog owners to complete the registra- 
tion by mail. | 

Veterinarian Dennis Ovitsky said 
his peers would support both initia- 
tives. 

“The biggest problem is compli- 
ance,” he said. 

Ovitsky noted that he proposed a 
mail-in plan in 1989. He said the 
city’s veterinarians would be happy 
to provide owners of dogs with mail- 
in forms when they bring the ani- 


mals for medical visits. 

Ovitsky noted that the veterinar- 
ians already distribute the forms for 
the town of Dalton. 

James Farina, the city’s animal con- 
trol officer, said both ideas make 
sense. “It’s very logical,” he said. “I 
think the three years is a good idea... 
many people have trouble getting to 
city hall.” 

Longtime animal rights activist 
Mary Murphy told councilors the 
proposals are good but don’t go far 
enough. 

She said mail-in service is already 
provided by the city clerk’s office if 
you ask for it. But she wants fees 
increased for dogs that aren’t spayed 
or neutered. 

“The $9 fee for the unspayed and 
unneutered dogs just galls me,” she 
said. The fee isn’t high enough to 
provide dog owners with an incen- 
tive to spay or neuter their pets. 

Murphy also made a plea for the 
licensing of cats, not just dogs. “The 
problem is cats, cats, cats,” she said. 

The subcommittee members voted 
unanimously in favor of the three 
year license option ($8 for neutered / 
spayed animals vs. $3 for one year). 
They also endorsed the mail-in plan. 

The wording of the park defeca- 
tion law proved more complicated 
and led to many jokes. 

Community services director Bob 


e explored | 


green light to explore creating a 


Mellace said the issue is serious be- 
cause his office had fielded many 
calls from citizens upset by messes 
on ballfields and at the lakes. 

“We have received a lot of com- 
plaints regarding dog defecation in 
the parks,” he said. The proposed 
ordinance would allow owners to be 
cited if their pets soil park areas. 

City councilor Tim DiSilva felt the 
law was too general; he wanted it to 
more specifically identify prohibited 
areas such as ballfields, rather than 
wooded park areas. 

Councilor Gary Grunin said “the 
problem really is enforcement.” He 
called instead for an experiment in- 
volving a “mutt mitt” dispenser 
which owners could access at parks 
to clean up after their dogs. 

“We don’t have the manpower to 
enforce an ordinance,” he said. “Why 
put an ordinance on the books if 
you're not going to enforce it?” 

The subcommittee ultimately en- 
dorsed the ordinance and asked city 
solicitor Kate Alexander to reword 
the language to emphasize recre- 
ational areas, as DiSilva suggested. 

The board also endorsed a policy 
allowing fines up to $300 for indi- 
viduals who find a dog and fail to 
report it to the animal control officer. 
The policy was prompted by an inci- 
dent last year in whicha dog was not 
returned to its owner. 

Wm 4 4 " 


small skateboard park on city-owned property on Appleton A 
behind Pittsfield High School. 3 eon A | ioe 
Peter Arlos, who proposed the project, said the site is well-suited for 
a prefabricated park that could be assembled for some $10,000. 
Thisis a community project, we want community input,” said Arlos, 
urging interested parties to attend a park commission meeting on. 


Monday, November 3. Jt J '30) ey 


water could run again.” Forthe short | 
term, there won’t be any fountain,” © 
he said. “But it could happen as soon 


as next year.” 7 / i") [ 9 





Saturday, April 19, 1997 — \ 


— Erna Ee a Arlos seeks skateboard track ° 
Suddenly, Park Square is news 


The city should build a 400-meter, regulation-sized track to accommo- 
date the growing number of in-line skaters and skate boarders, says city 
The money could be used by the city 
for: : 


councilor Peter Arlos. 

The at-large councilor suggests that city-owned property near the Taconic 
b Approximately 100 additional 
parking spaces, landscaping and a new 


High School track off Lakeway Drive or land behind the Wal-Mart store, 
which is now owned by Pioneer Development Corp., could be used for the 
visitors center at. Colonial Corners, on 
property now occupied by an auto ga- 


roject. . | 
: “Not only is this a recreational issue, it’s a matter of public safety,” Arlos 
rage and a U-Haul outlet. 
b Period lighting for downtow 


said. “Right now, they’re using the city streets.” . ee 
Teenagers are regularly seen skating downtown, Arlos said, sometimes 
amidst traffic. “This is very dangerous.” oe 
Arlos will petition the city council to support building a track. His 
streets in the area, as was done in Lee 
and North Adams. 
») Enhanced signage. 
The district includes Park Square; 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — It’s the heart of 
Pittsfield: a collection of turn-of-the- 
century buildings including a theater, 
banks, courts and a museum, the site 
of the first agricultural fair in America, 
a famous elm tree and some fine ex- 
amples of Victorian-era home archi- 
tecture. : 


Hodgkins, Nuciforo push for $750,000 to 
enhance that historic district and its South 
Street gateway. | 


petition asks that the council president work with the school committee to 
determine the details of a track, which would be under parks department 


oversight. 


pass the House, as Rep. Christropher = 
The track could be used virtually year round, Arlos believes. “If the center 


Nuciforo Jr., D-Pittsfield, succeeded in 
J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, was unable to 


amending the transportation bond bill 


It’s the Park Square Historic Dis- 
trict, a member in good standing of the 


state and national registers of historic — 


places. And that designation may 
helpo the city receive $750,000 to im- 
prove parking, landscaping, lighting 
and visitor services*if a legislative ef- 
fort succeeds in the coming weeks. 
Thursday, state Sen. Andrea F. 


to earmark $750,000 in aid for improv- 
ing the southern gateway to the his- 
toric district at the corner of East 
Housatonic, West Housatonic and 
South streets, called “Colonial Cor- 


ners” by planners after the landmark . 


theater nearby. 
The amendment did not, however, 


push it through. As it didn’t pass both 
houses, it will be considered when the 
two houses hold a conference commit- 
tee on the full budget. Only after that 
finished product emerges will the city 
know if the money has been set aside 
as part of. the two-year, $3.8 billion 


transportation bond bill. 


North Street north to Eagle Street; Al- 
and South Street and 
Wendell Avenue south to East Hous- 
atonic Street. It protects 46 buildings, 
provides certain tax incentives for 
owners wishing to renovate, and rec- 
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i District from Bl 


ognizes the historic importance 
of the buildings and the neigh- 
borhood. 

The effort to land money for 
the Colonial Corners area wasn’t 
heavily publicized, but the ini- 
tiative is over a year old. 

Last year, when the city be- 
gan showing renewed interest in 
renovating the Colonial Theater, 
the Berkshire Regional Plan- 
ning Commission included in its 
list of. Transportation Im- 
provement Program (TIP) 
projects a request for $520,000 
for the enhancements. 

But the state never formally 
informed the Regional Planning 

‘Commission, or the city, as to 
whether it had approved the 
project. Mayor Edward M. Reilly 
said yesterday that there ap- 
peared to be some problems 
with using TIP money strictly 
for parking facilities. : 

That led the Regional Plan- 
ning Commission to replace Co- 


lonial Corners with the Shef- | 
field Village Green on its list of | 


enhancements for fiscal 1997, so 


that the money wouldn’t be | 
wasted. That’s where Hodgkins | 


and Nuciforo stepped in. 


However, in Pittsfield there | 
remains some debate over what 


J \y AVX 


it included a bigger develop- 
ment, the project might make 
sense,” he said. 

The adjoining facility, Ballen 
said, would take the place of the 
new building Loreli envisioned 
being added to the south side of 
the theater. It could serve a 
number of needs, including 
parking and bathrooms, and 
space for shops and eateries, as 
well as solving accessibility 
problems. 


“You could create a larger 
parking facility — not a plaza — 
that could include retail shops, 
restaurants, bookstores, that 
type of thing, with a parking 
facility for plus 100 cars,” 
Ballen said. 

The subcommittee identified 
what they felt was an overly 
optimistic business plan and 
parking issues as two of their 
main concerns with the Colonial 
project. 


Reilly yesterday said that the 
Colonial Corners initiative has 
become a separate issue from 
the theater’s future, because of 
the importance. of beautifying 
the southern gateway to down- 
town, and because of the need 
for parking in the vicinity. 

‘As for the 94-year-old land- 
mark theater’s future, now back 
in city government’s hands, 
Reilly said there would be con- 
tinued study of the challenges 
the project presents — ideally 
without hiring another consulft- 
ant. The review would consider 
whether the actual renovation 
plans can be scaled back and 
made less expensive. That issue 
which wasn’t taken up by the 
subcommittee, as its priority 
was the business plan. 

Reilly added that he would 
like to deal with the theater be- 
fore he leaves office at the end 
of the year. “The baseball sta- 
dium is driven by date, and this 
is driven by date, too. Nothing’s 


going to get any cheaper there:,” . 


ae 


| Tit / a 
Start the push for dowel ore dette 
That the price tag on a new Pittsfield ballpark 


‘Morningside principal 


to head school in Vt. | 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — For the past 27 years, 
Paula B. Virgilio has been active in her 
hometown, as an educator, an advocate 
of city parks and a volunteer. 

Now, saying it’s time for a change in 
her life,“Virgilio is headed north to 
Orwell, Vt., to do it all over again. 


Virgilio, 49, principal of Morningside 
Community School for the past 214 
years, has been hired to be principal of 
Orwell School at the start of the 1997- 
98 school year. Pérsonal reasons are 
bringing her to the town, two hours to 
the north and halfway between Rut- 

iddlebury. 

“The opening came about this year,” 

Virgilio, “It was a difficult deci- 
ringside, it feels like 


home to me. So it was a tough deci- 
sion, especially because I’m.a native.” 
But the time is right for change, she 
added. 
Virgilio has long been a fixture in 
the Morningside neighborhood, as 
principal and as community schodl 


‘coordinator between 1984 and 1995. 


After teaching for a year at Russell 
School, she headed the pre- 
kindergarten program at the former 
Rice School from 1972-76, and then’ at 
Morningside from 1976 to 1984. She 
was also a substitute teacher in Pitts- 
field and Lanesboro. 

She has seen a lot of changes in the 
Morningside neighborhood, and at her 
School. “The neighborhood has 
changed, and we’ve grown in size. We 
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of the track is left unpaved,” he said, “it could be flooded in the winter to 
provide ice-skating and could thus be a dual purpose recreational area. 

A designated area for skateboarders has been pursued by city officials. | 
City councilor Timothy DiSilva has advocated establishing arjnk at Crane ! 


Park; some funds have been earmarked for that project. Se ‘es | 4 = 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Sta 


Principal Paula B. Virgilio is surrounded by some of her charges 
Morningside School, Pittsfield. 


he 


Skating & skateboarding 


t 


is higher than first anticipated is no real sur- 
prise, as most projects go up in cost as they are 
analyzed more closely. It’s better to know this 
now than later. Of more significance is financial 
consultant Benjamin Pinney’s statement. that 
the economic benefits will outweigh the costs. A 
downtown ballpark will not only keep the Pitts- 
field Mets in town it will serve as a cornerstone 
for downtown’s economic revitalization, and the 
city should move quickly to choose a site — the 
Pittsfield Common and the corner of Wahconah 
and North Streets are clearly the best two can- 
didates — and begin aggressively seeking fi- 
nancing. As Mr. Pinney pointed out, state and 
federal financing are available for the ballpark 


The parks commission this past week endorsed preliminary de- 
sign plans for an in-line skating rink and other improvements at | 
Crane Park. git 

Enhancements for this park — located at the intersection of 
Springside Avenue and Benedict Road — have beenin development 
for three years. 

City councilor Tim DiSilva has led the crusade to upgrade the park 
and to begin addressing the lack of facilities for the burgeoning 
ranks of skating-related sports. 

DiSilva has discussed plans for the park with. city officials, neigh- 
bors and anyone else willing to listen. Funds have been scraped 

' together from varied sources, including DiSilva’s $5,000 in discre- 
tionary funds awarded to each city councilor by the developer of the 
Berkshire Crossing plaza. 

The plans include an in-line skating rink that could also be used 
for in-line hockey. | 

During the parks commission review, chairman Robert Smith 
sought to add a skateboarding component to the project. 


should happen at the Colonial 
Corners site. Advocates of the 
Colonial Theater project say 
that instead of building a nice- 
looking parking lot and a visi- 
tors center, a larger facility, 
which included parking, could 
be built on the property — and 
could complement the proposed 
$10 million theater project. 

The theater made its way 
back into the news Wednesday, 
when a subcommittee of Down- 
town Pittsfield Inc. announced 
the results of its review of con- 
sultant Robert Loreli’s plan. The 
group Said it could not make the 
project one of its own priorities, 
and passed the torch back to 
the city. | 

But William Ballen, a member 
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have 665 children — when I first 
came here were had 535. I used 
to know all the families; now 
we're at capacity.” 

Virgilio has also served as a 
city parks commissioner for the 
past 19 years, and was the first 
woman elected as chairman of 
that board in 1981. She was also 
a Junior League volunteer and 
part of the behind-the-scenes 
efforts to found the Morningside 
Neighborhood Action Council. 
Most recently, she has been part 
of the committee guiding im- 
provements to Park Square. 

All that service has left an 


factors. One, her experience. 
Second, the fact she was very 
enthusiastically supported by 
the community.” 

“We on the Morningside Ac- 
tion Council will miss her a lot,” 
the group’s co-president, Shelly 
Crippa, said. “She was a very 
important part of what we do as 
a liaison between the group and 
the school, which is a big part of 
our community.” 

Virgilio has already been lay- 
ing the groundwork to be in- 
volved in her new community, 
visiting it on weekends. The 
school is kindergarten through 


project, but it will take some effort to shake — 
money from the tree. That effort should be a top 
priority of city officials and state legislators. 


of that subcommittee and one of 
the theater’s most vocal sup- 
porters, said there is a way to 
combine the Colonial Corners 
and the theater to make both 
concepts work. 

“One of the recommendations 
of the subcommittee ... said if 


es | 


| 
; 
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Don’t put ballpark 
on the Common 


To the Editor of THE FAGLE:— 


I couldn’t believe my ears - 
when building a baseball park . 
at the Common was cited as a 
top option. Have the consultants 
ever, tried to get out of the 
parking lot across the street, 
Dunkin’ Doughnuts, or Burger 
King? | 

Can you imagine the traffic 
tangle that would be there be- 
fore and after a game? Unbe- 
lievable! 

I think many times we don’t 
consider the end results. Of 
course we want new business 
for Pittsfield but don’t realize 
what it will do to the beauty of 
our lovely city. . 

Parks are so important and we 
don’t have that many left. 


“AROLYN H. FISH. - 


Pittsfield, July 25, rot rire. | 
ee OME SERT: 


impression on the people with 
whom she worked. 


‘Sad to see her go’ 


“I’m very sad to see her go,” 
said Parks Commissioner Clif- 
ford J. Nilan, who has worked 
with her on the commission 


_ since she joined. “It’s a loss for 
the city of Pittsfield parks sys- 


tem. She has been a dedicated 
member, always concerned that 
the children of the city have 
parks to go to for recreation and 
learning.” 

Superintendent John A. 
Kreiger called Virgilio “a valu- 
able asset to the school system.” 


Hiring her as full-time principal ' 


of Morningside in 1995 — she 
had been vice principal and 
community coordinator for 11 
years — was one of the easiest 
hiring decisions Kreiger said he 
has made. | 

“I think there were a lot-of 


8th grade and smaller than 
Morningside; it has two half-day 
kindergartens, one with eight 
students and the other with 
seven. 

Orwell is a small town, the 
kind of place where “everybody 
knows everybody, and the 
country store, the church on the 
hill, the post office and the 
bank are all on one street,’ 
Virgilio said. “There are a lot of 
opportunities to be involved in.” 

Virgilio, a 1966 graduate of 
Pittsfield High School, holds a 
bachelor’s degree in education 
from North Adams State Col- 
lege. 

“If I have anything to close 
with,” she added, “the city and 
the schools have not only been 


my home, but educated me and - 


my children. I can’t say enough 
about the system, both the ad- 
ministration and here at Morn- 
ingside.”’ 


_ Smith’s desire to get the skateboard concept advanced is well- 
intentioned but shouldn't be pigeybacked on this project. The sports 
have different needs and Crane Park isn’t large enough to accomodate 
both facilities. 

__ But Smith is right to call for a designated skateboarding park. As 
the in-line skating project advances, attention should quickly shift to 
finding a home for skateboarders. 

DiSilva and others have suggested several possibilities for pos- 
sible skateboarding havens — including the unused tennis court 
area behind Reid Middle School and a lot near Pittsfield High 
School, where many skateboarders already congregate. 

The skateboarders don’t need a fancy or expensive site — but they 
deserve a specially designated, safe place where they can enjoy their 
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| Crane Park plans advance 


Crane Park neighbors on Tues- 
day found much to praise in the 
city’s $80,000 refurbishment plan 
— but they want thecity involved 
for the long haul. | 

About 15 residents gathered 
with city officials and designers 


Park skates toward future 
continued from page 1 | £ fo: ( a “ii 


earmarked for the park. 

. Though neighbors lauded the goal of improving the site, some ques- 
tioned whether it will be maintained, who will Oversee increased crowds 
and whether a street hockey rink is the best use for the park. 

Several people said that without official supervision, the area could 
turn into a trouble spot. Older and younger kids may feud over rink 
usage. “The bigger kids will knock the younger kids right out of here,” 
said Walt Lynch, whose house is adjacent to the park. : 
at the park to discuss the project Community services director Robert Mellace conceded that, though 
—which calls for building a street Pe eeee | ; some park oversight would appear to be needed, no plan has been 
hockey rink and creating a park- | fille: LO & . ~ developed. Once this facility is built, we anticipate a lot of kids coming 
iggorea (Phe plannedinicwould — 2 ' is here, he said. “[Supervision] will have to be addressed.” 
be suitable for organized play DiSilva observed that park patrons, young and old, currently use city 
with four players benches and basketball courts on a first come first served basis, with few problems. 
puck backstops on each end. Some residents appeared skeptical of the concept of an in-line skating 

The plan also calls for rebuild- park, despite assurances from officials that similar parks have been 
ing a basketball court, adding 16 oe ee eRe ularity for years. | eee 
parking places at the park’s west This isn't going to be a fad kind of thing, is it?” one man asked. 
end and making some landscap- | City-hired designer Peter Wells of Berkshire Design Group assured 
ing changes. ! neighbors that the rinks are widely popular, and have not peaked yet. 

City councilor Timothy It’s been growing for the last ten years,” Wells said. 
DiSilva: who led the ckort to.se- James LaPlante — the only youngster to attend the meeting — worried 
cure funds for the project, said that the in-line skating rink would have limited appeal, leaving skate- 
that it represents a change in the boarders, rollerskaters and bicycles looking for a place to ride. “You 
way the city has maintained its should make it for everything,” he said, “cause some people just want to 
parks. ride their bikes and they can’t do it there.” 

“I think we owe it to the neigh- One woman agreed, noting that the park, despite its current lack of 
Hothood andtothe Camiliesinthe equipment and facilities, hosts multi-age families and a range of activi- 
neighborhood to do something ties. You re throwing away a lot of land that kids do play on,” she said. 
in this park and make it into a "_, [he designer presented architect's design sketches and photographs of 
sem again,” DiSilvasaid. “I think similar parks, asking for input in preparing final plans. 
what we're seeing here is the city ) While the Proposal met with guarded approval, neighbors were nearly 
making a commitment to a park | unanimous in criticizing plans to remove a chain link fence surrounding 
Teak cen HA apse  erecene the park and instead plant rows of trees in its place. . 
years.” The fence, which has fallen into disrepair and is bent in some spots, is 

City funds — including $5,000 also largely discolored and rusted. DiSilva said it would be too expensive 
in discretionary funds available o replace or paint. 

to DiSilva — will pay for the Despite the. fence’s unsightly appearance, Jennifer Belanger said it 
ee keeps vehicles off parkland and children from running into the road: 


project. Money from the city’s necay = Sopa . “res ‘salts 
capital budget has already been Neighbors on Tuesday reviewed plans for a street hockey rink and Kids play with little round balls that would go rolling in the road.” : 5 iS 
g y¥ : Well : & imagination of th i 
ells noted that the proposed rink’s backstop features easily change- ples who ees Aap oe i 
n 


See PARK page lle other enhancements at Crane Park. 
: re E i . —s rr gerne able panels in Case sections were damaged. Surfaces would be paintable the sky 


in case of graffiti vandalism, he added. Spac 
DiSilva Said that he doesn’t blame residents for being skeptical. The heny and oe pats ae 
renovations at Crane Park should set a standard. “We're assuming that company the show. 
there will be a need for [recreational facilities] in other parks in the city,” On Saturday, beginning at 10 
he said. “We wanted to make this parka jewel. I can’t sit here and pm, ‘apelli will guide partici- 
guarantee what it will be four years from now. I thinka lot of that’s up to Sai ee an eraine 
you. You need to keep the pressure on to keep these parks maintained.” Bt: ee 
The designers said that they will consider residents’ input as they Srringside Ale cen . ioe 
complete another draft of plans. When new plans are ready, a public events. Those attending the 
meeting will be held at Springside Park. If the design phase continues to meteor watch should bring a 
move forward, construction could begin this fall, Wells said. sleeping bag, bug repellent 
In addition to the Crane Park rink, city officials are considering build- warm clothes and binoculars. 3 
| ing a multi-purpose track, that would serve skate boarders as well as in- 
line skaters. | 


Meteor wake fy ? 
is scheduled 
at Springside Park 


PITTSFIELD — On Friday, 
Aug. 8, and Saturday, Aug. 9, a 
Special slide show and Perseid 
‘meteor watch will be presented 
at Springside Park by Victor C. 
Capelli, resident Naturalist. 

Starting at 7 p.m. on Friday, 
Capelli will show slides of the 
summer constellations and dis- 
cuss their myths and legends 
along with the astronomy of the 
Stars. 

Starting with a narrated slide 
Show about the universe from 
the Hayden Planetarium in New 
York City, the show will con- 
tinue with slides of the constel- 
lations as they appear naturally 
and with superimposed slides of 
the mythological animals and 
people, as they appeared in the 
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Two downtown sites top list for stadium 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — For months, the sta- 
dium site committee and its consultant 
have been working to find suitable lo- 
cations for a new outdoor facility for 
the city and the Pittsfield Mets. 


Next week, the committee will 
present its preliminary findings from 
its study of 13 possible sites for the 
proposed 4,500-seat stadium. Two 
downtown sites — the corner of North 
and Wahconah streets and the Pitts- 


field Common on First Street — are 


Community crisis 


, The continuing revelations about Pittsfield’s PCB crisis are truly | 


disheartening. 


_ When The Boston Globe's lead story on Sunday reported that 
General Electric had withheld documents about residential contami- 
nation, the company’s frail credibility was further decimated. 
When the environmental protection agency on Wednesday added 
the Dorothy Amos playground on West Street to thelist of contami- 
nated sites, it painfully highlighted the citywide nature of the prob- 


lem. 


The PCB contamination is an urgent issue for all Pittsfield,.not just 
those with the misfortune to live in a particular neighborhood. 


being tentatively considered as the 
front-runners for the stadium. 

A public meeting detailing the pos- 
gible sites will be held in the City 
Council chambers Thursday, July 24, 
at 7 p.m. Richard Krauss, representing 
consultant Arrowstreet Ltd. of Somer- 
ville, will make a presentation outlin- 
ing the group’s progress to date. 

City Director of Community Services 
Robert S. Mellace said the meeting’s 
main purpose is to gauge public re- 
sponse to the suggested sites, as well 
as to present preliminary cost esti- 


mates for the top sites. “It’s a difficult 
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task. Not only are we trying to find a 
site that works, but a site that will 
work financially, so we can actually 
construct something.” 

Mellace, who sits on both the finance 
and siting committees, said there is a 
consensus for siting the park down- 
town. A downtown site would provide 
the greatest benefit and have the most 
economic “spin-off” potential, com- 
mittee members and city leaders 
agree, Mellace explained. 

“From the beginning, the adminis- 
tration has felt a downtown site offers 
the greatest public benefit,” Mellace 


Christmas tree at Park Square. 
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said. “If we had our druthers, a down- 
town location would be preferred.” 

However, Mellace was quick to note 
that none of the possible sites are head 
and shoulders over the rest. “Every 
site has advantages and disadvan- 
tages,” he said. 


The present Wahconah Park site is 
also still being considered, despite the 
flood plain issues it poses, Mellace 
said. And although there are still seri- 
ous questions about the General Elec- 
tric property, a stadium there could be 
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City seeks holiday tree for Park Square 


Fhe city is seeking the donation of an evergreen tree for use as the official 


Criteria to be used in selecting that “special” tree will be: 
eminimum height of approximately 30 feet 

*superior shape | 

ease of access to the tree 

adequate room to safely fall the tree 


ease of transporting the tree 
In cooperation with the city’s Department of Emergency Management, 


screening and selection of trees will take place the week of November 3. 
Cutting and installation of the tree at Park Square is scheduled for the week 
of November 10 or 17. Details regarding the date and program for the 


lighting of the tree will be made available at a later ae / 
Potential tree donors may call 499-9343. je fol 2 t 


part of brownfields redevelop- 
ment, he added. 

“From what we're hearing 
from the consultant about the 
present Wahconah Park site, to 
totally reconstruct the stadium 
or build a new one would prob- 
ably be as expensive as the 
other sites,’ Mellace said. “It is 
still being considered, and it has 
to be as a point of comparison.” 

The committee ranked the 
other sites lower than the 
downtown locations, based on a 
set of criteria developed by the 
consultants. The factors ranged 
from wetlands issues and foot- 
print to infrastructure and 
proximity to transportation, 
parking and ancillary busi- 
nesses, Mellace said. 

Those other sites include: 

» Springside Park. 

» Berkshire Community Col- 
lege. 

b Upper North Street, behind 
The Menu. 

» Mud Pond, off Barker Road. 

» Osceola Park. 

>») Velma Avenue, between the 
Housatonic Railroad and the 
West Branch of the Housatonic 
River. ‘ 

»}The former England Broth- 
ers, on North Street. 

DA site behind the Berkshire 
Hilton. . 

bLand off Elm Street, near 


the East Branch of the Hous- 
atonic River. 

The North/Wahconah site had 
been put forward by Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly as a possibil- 
ity earlier this year, and Reilly 
noted the project could include 
the long-sought connection of 
Wahconah and Tyler streets. 
The Common site, already home 
to a sandlot ballfield, had been 
mentioned in passing as a pos- 
sibility, but recently has joined 
the ranks of possible stadium 
locations because of its proxim- 
ity to downtown. 


The Common does have its 
drawbacks. It is adjacent to 
apartments in the former Cen- 
tral Junior High, and buildings 
to the south, including Plunkett 
School and possibly the Zion’s - 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
might have to make way for the 
park. Furthermore, some resi- 
dents might be upset that the 
Common, a city park since the 
early 20th century, would no 
longer be a playground. | 

However, the land already be- 
longs to the city and is a short 
walk from a number of down- 
town parking lots. If designed 
properly, it could still serve 
community uses such as ic 
skating, Mellace said. ane 

“This is all still very prelimi- 
nary,” he said. | 
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Mobile stage: Pi 
now take shows on the road 


City obtains 
‘bandstand 
on wheels’ 


The idea’s been around fora 
long time — a city-owned mo- 
bile stage that would be avail- 
able for concerts and commu- 
nity events in city parks, down- 
town, wherever.: 


This past week, a $59,000 mobile 
stage unit arrived at the city parks 
department. Officials are already 
planning plenty of work for the 

| concert-hall-on-wheels, with talk 

of a music series at Burbank Park, 
a review stand for the Pittsfield 
High School prom, and duty in the 
city’s Fourth of July celebration. 

City council president Gerald 
Doyle, Jr. calls the stage a good 
investment for the city, helping to 
create events for both tourists and 
residents. “This is the kind of thing 
we really need to be doing,” Doyle 
said. “This will be good for Pitts- 
field.” 

The unit is a self-contained 
trailer, which unfurls toa complete 
stage with a canopy. When fully { 
open the stage is 28 feet long and 6! 


See STAGE page 5 & . 


Don’t give up Common 
for new ballpark 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Are there any others out there 
who agree that the Pittsfield 
~ Common is not the place for a 
stadium? On a much smaller 
- scale that project would be like 
putting Fenway Park in the 
middle of the Boston Common, 
or Yankee Stadium in Central 
Park. 
Downtown Pittsfield needs 
revitalization, but is this, with 
its attendant traffic, noise, and 
commercial confusion, the way 
to do it? Other cities are trying 
‘to find more green places. 
Should Pittsfield’s major peace- 
ful place be sacrificed? 

Surely there are more appro- 
priate places for a stadium than 
in the Pittsfield Common. So 
citizens of Pittsfield, please 
carefully consider the alterna- 
tives — and, then, “play ball!” 

DOROTHY S. POLITIS 

Hinsdale, July 29, 1997 


Does anyone really believe that 
building a new stadium for the Mets 
will help downtown Pittsfield? Many 
citizens do not feel Pittsfield can af- 
ford a new stadium. Perhaps those 
in charge of this situation should of- 
fer the sale of stock in the Mets, and 
let those people in favor of the sta- 
dium put up their own money. 

ae 


How many letters to the editor 
need to be written before the mes- 
’ sage gets through that the citizens of 
Pittsfield do not want a new ball- 
park? This issue should be put to a 
‘vote so that we can.see what the 
~ people really think. a] S71 


Bandstand will ‘hit the road’ in city 


Ww 
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continued from page 1 Oy é 
and 1/2 feet wide. It opens with hy- 
draulics and features central wiring. 
Users simply plug a power cord into- 


— 


5/4 


_ the back of the stage and may then 


pluginto anumber of outlets onstage. 

Thestageis lit by fluorescent lights, 
but light “tracks” with spotlights can 
be purchased. Stage. extensions can 
also be purchased to accommodate 
larger performances. 

City councilor James Boyle said 
that the potential uses could include 
summer concerts, community the- 
ater and neighborhood festivals. 

“T just think it’s fantastic,” he said. 
“Tt’sjust another weapon in our arse- 
nal; it makes the city more attractive, 
more appealing to tourists and to our 
own citizens.” 

Boyle said that he would like to see 
youth-oriented concerts held at 
Burbank Park this summer, although 
the timing may not allow that to hap- 
pen. 

“It'ssomething that we re going to 
try and get together,” he said. “I just 
see a lot of opportunities for this.” 

Doyle said that residents may see 
the stage in action for the first time 


- Thursday outside England Brothers 


during Pittsfield High School's prom. 
The stage could be used for parents 
to watch the prom entrance and take 
photographs — a PHS tradition. 

Use of the stage unit will be man- 
aged by the city’s cultural commis- 
sion. “This is very important to the 
community,” said Dan O’Connell, 
the director of Berkshire Artisans. “It 
means we can bring performances to 
the neighborhoods. It’sa serious com- 
mitment from the city in the arts.” 

O’Connell said that several groups 
have expressed interest in using the 
stage unit, although a number of 
questions must be answered before 
the stage is wheeled out. 

Among the issues are whether the 


stage will be available for private as © 


well as city use; if a fee should be 
charged to use the unit; and if a fee is 
charged, should it be the same for 


these questions. He suggested that a 
$100 fee for non-profit groups and a 
$250 fee for profit groups may be fair. 

“This fee basis is something we’re 
trying to develop just for mainte- 
nance,” O’Connell said, “becauseit’s 
going to get a lot of wear and tear.” 

Boyle suggested that groups using 
the stage for money-making events 
should be charged. “I think if there 
was a fee it would have to be in line 
with whether someone was trying to 
make money,” he said. 

O’Connell said that stage unit is 
scheduled for the June 21 Housa- 
tonic River cleanup celebration at 
either Pitt or Fred Garner park. 

The unit when closed is 32 feet 
long, more than 8 feet wide, 13 feet 
high and weighs 11,000 pounds — 
which presents transportation chal- 
lenges. 

O’Connell believes that, while city 
vehicles are available to pull the 
trailer, the unit's size will limit where 
it can be used. 


- 
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“We have trucks that will do it, 
you just have to take it kind of slow,” 
he said. “Right now we're looking at 
different parks and what kind of 
clearance we'll have. We're dealing 
with gatesatsome places whichcould 
be a problem.? 

The idea of a mobile stage was 
originally brought forward more 
than 20 years ago by long-time parks 
commissioner Vin. Hebert. At one 
point, the parks department brought 
in a unit and offered a demonstra- 
tion. The stage impressed city offi- 
cials, but they refused to spend the 
money, Hebert said. 

“T thought it was ideal for our 
uses,” Hebert said. “We could roll it 
into position and when you're 


through, you could roll it back into 


the barn.” . 
Hebert believes residents will ap- 
preciate the stage. 
“Tf it’s properly used and properly 
maintained I think it will be of tre- 
mendous value to the city,” he said. 


Opportunity knocking 


A large building situated on prime land is available to the City of 
Pittsfield free of charge— provided officials can agree ona plan forits use. 
This property is not a rundown derelict in downtown or a contami- 


nated tract near Silver Lake. 


The former naval reserve center on Vin Hebert Boulevard — off 
Valentine Road — is an opportunity waiting to happen. 

3 On Monday, the parks commission became the latest group to tour the 

site. Though they lack funds to do the facility justice, the commissioners 


were understandably tantalized 


by the possibilities. 


Despite drawbacks — building code deficiencies and lingering envi- 
ronmental concerns — the reserve center is a remarkable structure. Itisa 
vast building with several dozen rooms including offices, spacious 
multifunction rooms, classrooms, a wood shop andevena half basketball 


court. 


The structure is located ona large tract of land near Burbank Park and | 


Publisher’ 
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profit and non-profit groups. It is ‘ 


also not yet clear how the trailer will 
be towed to various sites. 


O’Connell said thathe willbemeet- < 
ing with other city officialstoresolve ‘ 


Taconic High School. The site also 
incorporates wooded areas. 

S The possibilities for this prop- 
erty are limited primarily by one’s 
creativity — and, of course, the 
resources available. 

The future of the reserve center 
— which the federal government 


wants to unload — created controversy last year. Mayor Edward Reilly 


suggested the park & recreation department relocate there. Several city 
councilors had other ideas, suggesting uses including as a school bus 
depot, storage facility or even administrative offices. 


Other concepts bandied about have included using the property for the 
Alternative School; a Humane Society animal shelter; a nature education 
center; or a community center with offices and storage for various 


leagues, clubs and organizations. 


But no consensus developed or compelling vision emerged — which is 


a shame. 


At a meeting Monday evening, parks commission chairman Bob Smith 
envisioned an indoor/outdoor skateboarding rink, among other possi- 
bilities. Cliff Nilan contemplated a recreation & camping center in-con- 
junction with a revitalized Burbank Park. 


“It's a potentially great facility — for something,” said Anthony 


Massimiano. “It’s huge, though .. 


it's a major financial issue.” 


The size of the site requires that it be utilized for more than one | 
program. The myriad tangential uses would need to be anchored by a 
day-to-day practical application of the space. 

While parks-related utilization is the preferred concept for the federal ' 


government, the city’s emaciated 


parks department couldn’t do much 


with the property at this time. But a parks use combined with others 


might be viable. 


City officials might be well advised to take another careful look at the 
reserve center — while it’s still available and in decent condition. 

The current municipal mindset leans toward dabbling precariously in 
the private sector, seeking to develop commercial properties. Developing 
the reserve center may present a more suitable role for local government 


— preserving a valuable space for public use. And the community 
possibilities for this site are enticing. | 


Parks board endorses Kirvin Park speed bumps 


Speed bumps will be installed at. 
Kirvin Park, park commissioners said 


on Monday. 


Commissioners unanimously. ap- 


fields. 
Bigger headache? 


posal, saying thatcars may goaround 
the speed bumps and damage park that speeding cars are presenting a 


Board chairman Robert Smith said 


danger to park patrons. “The prob- 
lem is people are almost racing down 


proved the measure, which was re- 
quested by ward 4city councilor Gary 

- Grunin. . 
Park maintenance director An- 
thony Stracuzzi objected to the pro- 


“T believe if you put speed bumps 
on that road, what we’re doing is 
telling cars to get off that road,” he 
said. “I just have a feeling we're giv- 
ing ourselves a bigger headache.” 


that road,” he said. 
Smith suggested that Grunin and 
Stracuzzi develop speed bump loca- 


carstoavoid. [/,y4 /9% 


tions which would be difficult for. 


Pittsfield” 


strikes out 


By Dan Valenti 
Special to The Eagle 


" | 
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t this stage, the stadium issue 
Ais about whether Pittsfield 

should build a new one for the 
Mets. It’s about honoring agree- 
ments. 

Used to be that one could get 
along on a handshake and a word, 
although as Sam Goldwyn remarked 
in one of the greatest Yogi-isms this 
side of Lawrence Peter Berra, “A 
verbal agreement ain’t worth the 
paper it’s printed on.”’ | 

But that’s just the point. The 
agreement between the city and the 
team for the use of Wahconah Park 
this year is captured in living black 
and white. And to fully appreciate 
the frustration of Mets’ signatories 
President Bill Gladstone and Gen- 
eral Manager Rick Murphy, it’s nec- 
essary to get into the fine print. 

As legal documents go, the 
agreement is readable and clear. We 
_can.skip-over the routine:stuff and 
proceed forthwith to Section I, 
Clause H. 

Clause H. states that the city had 
to have Wahconah Park game-ready 
as defined by the Professional 
Baseball Agreement (PBA) “approx- 
imately two weeks before the open- 
ing of the New York-Penn League 
season.” The city failed to meet this 
obligation. 

Furthermore, the clause commit- 
ted Pittsfield to deliver the park to 
the Mets one month prior to the 
start of the season, freshly painted, 
with the irrigation system tested and 
operable, the playing surface up to 
league standards, the new outfield 
drainage system installed, and work 
on the grandstand completed. Again, 
the city failed. Instead, it waited so 
long to get the work done that the 
home opener was jeopardized, put- 
ting Gladstone in an embarrassing 
position before both the league and 
the parent New York Mets, each of 
whom reportedly had serious con- 
cerns about field conditions. 

Well, eventually Wahconah Park 
was ready for the opener, and Mayor 
Edward Reilly says that’s all that 
matters. But he’s wrong. What mat- 
ters is the city failed to honor its 
word, a failure that gives Gladstone 
a huge out, as the agreement stipu- 
lates: 

“If the City fails to deliver the: 
Park to the Club in compliance with 
the PBA and Appendix C [which lists 
the renovation requirements], the 
Club may, at its option, deem this 
license null and void. Use of the 
Park by the Club after any failure of 
the City to bring the Park into com- 
pliance shall not be construed as a 
waiver of such noncompliance by the 
Club.” 

There it is. Gladstone can call the 
whole thing off one minute from 
now, use Wahconah Park for the rest 
of the year, and then walk out of 
town taking the high road, his con- 
science clear and his principles in- 
tact. e 


Another key part of the contract is 
Section IV, which provides for the 
continuation of the agreement for 
the 1998 season, provided that the 
city performs certain actions by 
specific dates. 

») By Feb. 15 of this year, the city 
was to have executed a contract with. 
a consultant “to undertake a study” 
to determine the best sight for a new 
stadium. Deadline missed. Fitting 
word, “undertake.” 

b By May 15, the city promised to 
have the site-selection report com- 
pleted. Deadline sadly missed. 

») By June 15, the site was to have 
been selected. Deadline laughed 
right out the door. 

People want to paint Gladstone as 
the heavy here, just another greedy 
owner holding a city hostage. The 
portrait, however, is off base. Actu- 
ally, Gladstone is close to what you’d 
come up with if you were designing 
the ideal owner for a small-town 
franchise. He’s a baseball fan, he 
likes the area, he cares about his 
product, he’s a savvy businessman, 
and he wants to stay for 10 years. 
Moreover, Gladstone’s been up front 
about what he wants. Can the same 
be said for the city? 

Pittsfield could have told him last 
year, before it signed what it now 
sees as a Faustian agreement, “Bill, 
we'd love to do it; we just can’t af- 
ford it, though.” But no. It had to 
turn a tenable situation into a 
shabby charade, one that will give 
any businessperson pause before 
signing a contract of any kind with 
this town. 

The three signatories on behalf of 
the city — Reilly, City Council Pres- 
ident Gerry Doyle, and Robert 
“Smitty” Smith, chair of the board 
of park commissioners — might just 
as well have signed their name in 


‘invisible ink, the kind you get ata 


joke shop. Yesterday’s signatures 
have become today’s blank lines. 


| ie 
Dan Valenti is a partner in Media 


Services Group and hosts “Open 
Mike” on WBRK-AM. 


City requesting 
site for ballpark 

PITTSFIELD — Wanted: seven 
acres for 4,500-seat baseball — 
stadium, with access to parking. 

As part of its search for prop- — 
erty for a new stadium to re-. 
place aging Wahconah Park, the . 
Stadium Siting Committee is 
trying to recruit city property 
owners whose land fits the fol-. 
lowing criteria: the parcel be a | 
minimum of seven acres, with a 
500-foot minimum dimension to 
accommodate the ballpark, and = 
that it either has, or is in prox- 
imity to, parking for such a fa- 
cility. | 

The stadium siting committee . 
is working with recently hired 
consultants Arrowstreet Ltd. to 
conduct a site study for the new 
facility. Any and all possible 
sites will be considered in the 
process. 

The city is undertaking the. 
study in hopes of building a 
new stadium, which would keep 
the Pittsfield Mets playing in 
the city for the next 11 years. 
The city has until Oct. 30 to find 
a site and put together financ- 
ing for the stadium.) ie 

Those interested in having 
their property considered may 
send appropriate information to 
Robert Mellace, city director of 
community services, 874 North ; 
St., Pittsfield, or call 499-9343 4 


for more information.§ -/ .-9 9 


Victor C. Capelli 


Naturalist chosen 
to lead programs _ 
at Springside Park 

PITTSFIELD — At a recent 
meeting of the Vincent J. 
Hebert Arboretum Advisory 
Group, it was voted unani- 
mously that Victor C. Capelli of 
Stephentown, N.Y., be named » 
the first naturalist-in-residence 

for the arboretum for the year. 
1997. Capelli has been leading 
nature activities at Springside 
Park for several months and has 
been sharing his knowledge of 
birds, trees, wildflowers, as-_ 
tronomy and fossils. 

Capelli holds a bachelor of 
science degree from the College 

_of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
at Cornell University. He has 
also earned an associate’s de- 
gree from the State University 
of New York at Cobleskill, with 
a major in fisheries and wildlife 
technology. 

He is currently the head 
groundskeeper for the Krofta 
Engineering Corp. headquarters 
in Lenox. 

The naturalist-in-residence 
honorarium is funded by a grant 
to Pittsfield Beautiful from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Management 
and the U.S. Department of Ag- 
riculture Forest Service. . . 
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John Wampler, resident manager at the Central Annex, stands on pitcher’s mound 
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~ Common viewpoints 


Some residents like stadium idea, others cry foul 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Common has played host to plenty 
of baseball games, and some Pop Warner football games, too. But 
whether the venerable park will ever host a new baseball stadium 
may depend upon the ability of proponents to convince residents — 
o Nie Central Annex that the project wouldn’t spoil their quality — 
of life. 

Across the way from the annex, at one time the city high school, 
the pastor of Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church said his church 
may be willing to discuss the situation with the city, depending 
on the reaction of his congregation to the idea of moving. 

The church and the former Plunkett School possibly would 
have to make way for a stadium if it were built on the Common. | 
Members of the stadium siting committee and the administration 
of Mayor Edward M. Reilly agree that a downtown site would best 
benefit the city, and the Common and the corner of Wahconah 
and Kent streets have been put forward as possible solutions. 

Yesterday, city Director of Community Services Robert Mellace 
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Jeffrey ichols 


Photos by Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle S: 
at the Common. 


of Berkshire Housing Services 
foresees problems with noise and lights. ‘M 


any | 
of our residents go to bed early,’ he said. | 


Central Annex tenant Anna Roraback, in the 
thinks the Common is underused now. She retnembers playing there as a SIPs ef 


i/ 


se COMMON won: 


confirmed that due to the land’s 
status as a city park, it would 
likely require a special act of 
the state Legislature to clear the 
way for a stadium there. Fur- 
thermore, a title search would 
be required, to see if the dona- 
tion of the Common to the city 
included restrictions that it be 
used only as a park. 

The Central Annex, built in 
1898 when the original Pittsfield 
High School on South Street 
burned to the ground — only a 
piano, a chair and a desk sur- 
vived the blaze — is now home 
to 62 apartments managed by 
Berkshire Housing Services. 
Many of the residents are eld- 
erly. 


Late noise a problem 


‘We would have to say ‘no’ on 
behalf of the residents,” said 
Jeffrey Nichols of Berkshire 
Housing Services. “There would 
be a lot of people in and out of 
here and a lot of noise, and the 
lights would be on. Many of our 
residents go to bed early.” 

Nichols and resident manager 
John Wampler both said resi- 
dents on the west side of the 
building — the side facing the 
Common — had been among 
those requesting that the city’s 
annual carnival, and visits from 
the circus, not revisit the 
Common. Those wishes have 


been honored, as the carnival 
has moved to Berkshire Cross- 
ing and the circus is now held 
at Berkshire Mall. 

Rosemary Cimini, 83, is one of 
the residents on the west side of 
the building. She was the first 
to rent an apartment in the 
Central Annex when it opened 
17 years ago, moving in with 
her mother, Angela. She enjoys 
the views of downtown Pitts- 
field from her living room and 
bedroom. 

“We don’t want a_ baseball 
stadium in here, no, no,” she 
said. “They should develop it 
more as a park.” 

Cimini recalled working for 
the Works Progress Adminis- 
tration during World War II, 
putting on recreation programs 
for city children. “It would spoil 
the grass and trees,” she said, 
looking out her living room 
window. “It’s beautiful, just 
beautiful.” : 

Wampler also offered some 
doubts based on practical con- 
cerns. “We have 23 parking 
spaces, and 21 residents have 
cars. If there was a function or a 
game, you couldn’t find a park- 
ing space” in the building’s 
Second Street parking lot, he 
said. 

Other residents of the Annex, 
however, seem more open to the 
idea. One wag said that the 


Pursue cleanup 


of Silver Lake 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
Peter Arlos is well known for 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


annex atrium, says she likes baseball and 
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Common-side neighbors were 
complaining too much. “If you 


passed out $20 bills, they’d 
complain,” he cracked. 


Play ball 


“I like baseball,” said Anna 
Roraback. The Common is un- 
derused now, she said, and 
building a stadium would inject 
life into the park. “That was 
where I used to play,” she re- 
membered. “My mother used to 
send us here so we wouldn’t 
stomp around the house.” 

Another tenant, who didn’t 
give his name, said residents 
should remember that the sta- 
dium would be used for baseball 
games only 40 nights a year in 
the summer, and not seven days 
a week. “I think it would be 
great,” he said. 


“You need to show people it 
isn’t what they think,” the man 
told a reporter. “If it’s in their 
heads that it’s going to be used 
for baseball every night, they 
won't see anything else.” 

At Zion’s Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church, the Rev. Peter D. 
Boehringer said he personally 
isn’t opposed to the plan, be- 
cause he feels the site is the 
best downtown location avail- 
able to the city and represents 
an opportunity to breathe new 
life into First Street. 


But Boehringer stressed that 
those were his personal feel- 
ings, because his congregation 
hasn’t had the chance to voice 
its opinions on the matter. 

Boehringer also said he 
wouldn’t want to stay if the 
stadium were built. “I’d rather 
have them take the building 
than be the little building next 
door,” he said. 

Whatever the city decides, 
Boehringer said, it should de- 


his persistence in promoting 
programs he believes in. Last 
week for the second time, he 
.,krought up his plan to have the 
Silver Lake area cleaned up.and 


cide quickly, as the church is 
currently considering capital 
improvements to better serve 


Rosemary Cimini, 83, a tenant for 17 years, doesn’t handicapped parishioners. “I 


] ( The Rev. Peter D. Boehringer of Zion’s Evangelical | 
want a stadium obscuring her view of downtown. 


She would rather see area developed as a park. 


the idea of a stad 


Lutheran Church, next door, said he personally likes 
ium, if the church could move. ) 


‘Stadium question set for N ovember ballot 


A ballot question about a baseball 
stadium is set for the November 
municipal ballot but a proposed ref- 
erendum about a state jail struck out 
Tuesday night. 

Councilors voted to put Peter 
Atlos’ non-binding question about 


constructing a hew stadium on the 


ballot but opposed Bill Barry’s pro- 
posed question about having a state 
jail within the city limits. 

Arlos said his stadium question 
will allow voters to indicate whether 


they support investing funds in a 


new facility.“Let’s hear what the 
public has to say... it’s another tool in 
our toolbox,” he said. 

Arlos believes citizens would 
rather renovate Wahconah Park than 
spend money on a new home for the 
Pittsfield Mets. 

_The councilor said the question 
would also help generate interest in 
the election which features a paucity 
of candidates. “We should take the 
people into our confidence... to hear 
what they have to say,” he said. 
“We're looking atanon-election with 


a low turnout ... this is another op- 
portunity [to attract voters] to the 
polls.” 

The wording of Arlos’ question 
was modified to eliminate references 
to specific dollar amounts or funding 
sources. - 


The question will ask: “Do you. 


approve of the construction of a 
multipurpose 4,500 seat stadium in 
Pittsfield with any city funds?” 
Barry failed in his bid to revive a 
question on whether residents sup- 
port having a state jail in the city. His 


proposed question had been tabled 
several months ago. 

The ward 1 counc‘lor warned that 
plans for a county house of correc- 
tions on the Petricca property are 
now for a state-controlled jail. In ad- 
dition he said problems could result 
in switching to another site elsewhere 
in the city. 

“The citizens of Pittsfield should 
have an opportunity to vote on this,” 
said Barry. Oe 

His proposed ballot question was 
rejected on a 3-8 vote. 


landscaped so. that it can, be 
used by the citizens of this city 
for jogging, picnicing, and other 
recreational activities. For the 
second time he asked the city to 
pursue a grant to devise a plan 
for this, purpose. His plan in- 
cluded the very nice gesture of 
« wpEopesing that.the refurbished 
~ $site be used to honor three men 
who died in an explosion at GE 
in 1957 very near the lake. 
It takes Pittsfield a long time 
. to aecomplish anything but I 
_ hope that someone will take up 
..the.cause. of Silver Lake ,and 
pursue, it with the same persis- 
tence: that. Councilor Arlos 
» would exhibit if he could ¢on- 
tinue to be on the Council after 
deni. anyncia Q 
40.5. “) MARGUERITE RAND 
» Pittsfield; Dec. 5, 1997 St 
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don’t want to sink $500,000 into 
this building and be told we 
have to leave,” he said. 


Park board to conduct 
pair of public meetings 
PITTSFIELD — The Board of | 


_ Park Commissioners will con- 
duct two public meetings as part 
of its regularly scheduled meet- 
ing on Monday at 7 p.m. at the 


Springside House, 874 North St. 
Berkshire Design Group Inc. 
of. Northampton will present a 
preliminary plan for proposed 
improvements to Park Square. 
New England Woodland Man- 
agement of West Stockbridge 
will present its preliminary 
findings on a forest manage- 
ment plan for Burbank Park. 
The public has been invited to 


attend. / oO > 6 / Y 7) 





Price tag 

for stadium 

much higher 

than thought | 
5 


By Greg Sukiennik ; 
Berkshire Eagle Staff ‘ 


PITTSFIELD — The price tag of a new stadium or 4 
renovated Wahconah Park will range between $11.7 mil- , 
lion and $16.5 million, according to new estimates pro- 
vided by consultants at a hearing on the plan last night. 

Those ballpark estimates were unveiled along with the 
stadium site committee’s recommendations at the meet- 

Hall. As expected, the Pittsfield Com- 

of Wahconah and 

North streets ($16.5 million) were ranked first and sec 
ond, due to their proximity to downtown and potential 
economic impact. The former Naval Reserve Station at 
the corner of Valentine Road a Vin Hebert Boulevard 

12.8 million) was ranked third. Mea 
: The costs are significantly steeper than the $8 million | 
estimate suggested last year when the idea for a new: 
stadium was first broached. The city’s present license ' 
agreement with Pittsfield Mets owners National Pastime, 

Co. states that if 4 stadium plan, and financing, are 1n 
place by Oct. 31, the Mets will stay for the 1998 season 
‘and sign a long-term lease for the new park when it 


opens in 1999. 


City contribution 


Planners said financing could come from a mix of pri- 
vate, state and federal funds, and between $3 mi 
and $4 million in city borrowing. As of late, city leaders, 
mindful of the $47 million already bonded for school 
buildings, have been wary of suggesting further capital 

ing. 
Pere tie financial consultant Benjamin Pinney, 
who has aided chief consultant Arrowstreet Ltd. in 
planning similar projects for the past decade, warned: 
that winning money from government sources will re- 
quire a concerted .effort from the city and its elected 
representatives, and broad-based public support. — 

There are state and federal programs for which the 
project qualifies, Pinney said, “but they’re not necesSar- 
ily sitting there waiting for the city. It would require a 
significant political effort to get that money onto the line 
items of state and federal budgets.” 

Those funding sources, he said later, could include 
federal and state community development and transpor- 
tation grants. 

Additionally, he warned that ticket and concession 
revenues, while they can offset the cost, will not pay for 
the full cost of the stadium. But he added that a stadium 
would have other benefits, most notably economic 1m- 
pact, that would outweigh the costs. 

The team and the city say Wahconah Park s age and 
wetlands and flood plain issues make continued use of 
the park unrealistic. Renovating it would cost $11.7 mil- 
lion. Building a new park at the site would not be possi- 
ble because of the wetlands issues, Arrowstreet vice 

president Richard Krauss said last night. 

‘we wanted to have the maximum benefit for the 
city,’ Krauss said, “a site providing the most positive 
effect on entertainment, tourism and economic benefit 
to the community. That’s best served downtown. 
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‘Nature walk planned 
-at Springside Park 

PITTSFIELD — Victor C. 
“Capelli, resident naturalist at 
the Vincent J. Hebert Arbore- 
“tum at Springside Park, will 

/ eeconduct a nature walk through 
the park titled “Season of 
Change,” on Saturday, Oct. 11, 
at 10 a.m. 

The chemistry of leaf change, 
fall bird migration, the behavior 
‘of animals and getting ready for 
-winter will all be explored along 
‘the trails of the park. 

‘ Participants should bring 
‘binoculars and wear. sturdy 
‘shoes for the interpretive hike. 
_ The talk is sponsored by the | 
:arboretum in cooperation with | 
‘the city of Pittsfield Park 
‘Commission, the Department 6.4" 
-:Community Services/Parks and | 
Recreation and ol & ice 


eae Inc. / & q 7 | 
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~ Anticipated Costs 


$2.2 M 
0.9M 
11.3M 


Total Cost $14.4 M 


) Site Acquisition 
|’. Site Preparation . 


th 


‘ eConstruction 


| BM C/Kent Avenue 


Anticipated Costs 
$3.6 M 
1.6M 
113M 
$16.5 M 


: Naval Reserve 


Site Acquisition 
Site Preparation 
Construction 
Total Cost 


Anticipated Costs 


$0.0 M 
15M 
11.3M 
$12.8 M 


Site Acquisition 
Site Preparation 
Construction 
Total Cost 


Anticipated Costs 
$0.0 M 
18M 
9.9 M 
$11.7M 


Site Acquisition 
Site Preparation 
Construction 
Total Cost 


$2.0 M 
3.7M 
8.7M 

14.4M 


Private Sources 
City Bonding 
State/Fed Sources 


Total Financing 


Potential Financing 
$3.8 M 
3.0 M 
9.7M 
$16.5 M 


Private Sources 
City Bonding 
State/Fed Sources 


Total Financing 


Potential Financing 


$2.0 M 
3.4M 
7.4 M 

$12.8 M 


Private Sources 
City Bonding 
State/Fed Sources 


Total Financing 


Potential Financing 
$2.0 M 
3.2M 4 
6.5M | 
$11.7M 


Private Sources 
City Bonding 
State/Fed Sources 


Total Financing 
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The new cost estimates were 
based on a 4,500-seat outdoor 
facility, large enough for soccer 
for football or outdoor concert 
tevents, but primarily designed 
“with baseball in mind. It would 
*have concession stands, three 
Siocker rooms, a press box, and 
he for the addition of luxury 
sbox seating. It would also have 
“parking for 700 cars, and over- 
Eflow parking for 700 more cars 
sduring special events such as 
@concerts. 
® One speaker cautioned that 
athe committee should choose 
“carefully when it selects a final 
®site for the new facility. 
, “Wahconah Park is something 
*] enjoy as a resident,” Kate 
‘Rivera said. “Please keep in 
“mind which of these sites would 
“contribute most to the commu- 
“nity. As residents who will be 
paying for this, we hope to see 
“as much gain as possible.” 
bi Highlights of the plans follow. 
*. )At the Common, the baseball 
“diamond would be set up where 
“Zion's Evangelical Lutheran 
=Church and the former Plunkett 
“School are now; those buildings 
swould be taken. The actual 
playing field would use only 
“part of the Common, and re- 
“movable outfield fencing would 
“leave the park wide open to the 
- public eight months a year. 

According to Krauss, the 
“Common is an. attractive site 
‘ because there are 1,400 parking 
' spaces, including two parking 
‘ garages, within walking dis- 
‘ tance, and because it is in the 
, heart of downtown. 


; However, there is opposition. 


‘Ward 2 Councilor Timothy J. 
DiSilva, whose comments were 


\ relayed by Council President | 


Gerald S; Doyle Jr., said that he 
, had heard from many Central 
» Annex constituents who are 
‘ opposed to the plan. 
} Ang Vincent Hebert, the city's 
: former parks commissioner, 
| warned against using prized 
‘ open space in the heart of 
/ downtown for the project. __ 
»The corner of North and 
* Wahconah is the most expen- 


t sive of the surviving projects, 


‘ but could also attract the most — 


' grant dollars because of the ur- 
; 5 


ban development and transpor- 
tation projects associated with 
it. 

In the plan, Berkshire Medi- 
cal Center would donate land in 
return for North Street being 
rerouted along a realigned 
Wahconah Street to Tyle 
Street, closing off the section of 
North between Wahconah and 
First. That donation could result 
in matching improvement 
grants, Krauss said. 

Doyle said the North and 
Wahconah site is his personal 
favorite, because it deals with 
blighted buildings and requires 


‘the smallest city contribution, 


$3 million. 

»The Naval Reserve Center 
would provide plenty of parking 
and has the best transportation 
options among potential sites 
not downtown, Krauss said. 

»The. Springside Park site 
was. ranked ninth, but that 


didn’t stop friends of the park | 


from standing to defend it. 
Several speakers, including 
Ward 1. Councilor William D. 
Barry, asked the committee to 
take Springside off the list. 

The next step is for the con- 
sultants to consider comments 
made last night and return with 
a final report. The goal is to 
have the financing in place by 
the Oct. 31 deadline. 


{ 


Drawdowns 
can have 
unanticipated 
rie for | 
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Drawdown 
study of 
Onota nears 
completion 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A professional 
study of the environmental im- 
pact of a three-foot drawdown of 
Onota Lake will be completed 
by summer’s end, but many 
‘lake management” techniques 
used in the future will probably 
be assessed’ largely by volun- 
teers, a group of users of the 
lake agreed last week. 

The study, which the city’s 
Conservation Commission listed 
as a condition of a permit it is- 
sued for the 1996 drawdown, is 
being conducted by American 
Lake and Wetland Services Inc. 
of Otis. 


Representatives of the com- 
pany detailed the study’s strat- 
egy for a gathering of about 20 
people at the Controy Pavilion 
last Thursday. In essence, the 
study aims to determine what 
effect the drawdown has on 
wetlands plants, water quality, 
and on the lake’s populations of 
vertebrate and invertebrate 
creatures, notably frogs, fish 
and turtles. The purpose of a 
drawdown is to kill weeds by 
exposing them to the elements 
during winter. 


More problems 


However, drawdowns can 
have unanticipated conse- 
quences, one of which may be 
that the weed problem gets 
worse, said Sean Lonergan, 
president of American Lake and 
Wetland Services, 


ONOTA, continued-on B4 
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“While some species are — 
damaged, some are unaffected 
or even enhanced” by a draw- 
down, he said. 

Lonergan praised the Con- 
servation Commission’s decision 
to require the study, observing 

that it will become an important 
component of any lake man- 

agement plan which may be 
decided upon in the future. Be- 
cause the study will set a base- 
line for assessment of the ef- 
fects of drawdowns or other 
techniques, it can be repeated 

on an annual basis — volunteers 
could do much of the work — 
and negative effects can be de- 
tected early. 

The commission, said Loner- 
gan, “is going about this the 
right way” by studying the pos- — 
sible effects of a drawdown, ~ 
implementing it, then studying 
its impact. Too often, he said, 
the final step is omitted. 

This summer’s work involves 
taking a census, a process that 
is scheduled to begin this week, 
Lonergan said. 

To arrive at the numbers, the 
company employs such methods 
as setting out “basking logs” on 
which turtles may be spotted 
(and counted) at certain times of 
day, and delineating lengths of 
lake shore, along which census- 
takers walk and count the 
number of frogs they see. 

Following through on that 
work in future years could be 
the responsibility of volunteers, 
said Robert Race, president of 
the Lake Onota Preservation 
Association. 

Race suggested that people 
who are interested in learning 
lake monitoring techniques 
contact him so that he can ar- 
range with Lonergan for a group 
field study session. “]~.) b -4) 


| Ballpark proposal 
latest bad idea 


| To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Let’s see, how can we really 
seal the fate of Pittsfield? We — 
killed the downtown mall in the 
1970s. We failed in our bid to 
keep General Electric, forcing 
most of its jobs out of town. We 
failed to draw Husky Corpora- 
tion to town, even though this 
was the first choice, turning 
down a thousand well-paying 
jobs because we didn’t give ev- 
ery realtor in town a chance to 
get them some land, instead of 
one city-appointed realtor look- 
ing feebly. 

The North Street landlords’ 
exorbitant rental rates are forc- 
ing long-term stores to locate 
elsewhere in town, or close al- 
together, leaving 42 empty 
stores on our main street cur- 
rently. Our state is busing in 
the poor from its cities to take 
up the empty low-income hous- 
ing, and now, we want to relo- 
cate a stadium we can’t even fill 
on a good day, near the up and 
coming bypass exit, with ade- 
quate parking, to a place where 
nobody wants it, with not 
enough parking even for the 
local residents, in a place to 
snarl up traffic with every 
game, that nobody wants to pay 
for and we can’t afford anyway. 
Yep, that could be the silver 
bullet. 


_Pavilion seen as Burbank Park key 


The pavilion of a renovated 
Burbank Park should serve as the 
s—park’s centerpiece — budget paring 
~ shouldbe done elsewhere, parkcom- 
> missioners said this past week. 
\ “The pavilion’s the one thing that’s 
£ going to stand out,” said Robert 
Smith, the board’s chairman. “This is 
a key thing. We're spending a lot of 
money on this, let’s make it right.” 
City officials have been working 


with a consultant to develop plans’ 


for a $900,000 facelift for the Valen- 
tine Road park at Onota Lake. 

Though much of the project would 
be paid for with state grant funds, 
cost estimates have increased 
steadily. The renovation will include 
road repair, landscaping, parking im- 
provements, new restroom facilities 
and improvements to swimming and 
picnicking areas. 

This past Monday, Director of com- 
munity services Robert Mellace pre- 
sented the board with several design 
options and suggested that, since the 
budget forthe projectis “very tight,” 


the group select the least expensive. 
This would be a simple hexagon 


the rendering, which had one hexa- 
gon section and a rectangular exten- 


shaped open pavilion, with a width 
of about 36 feet and an estimated cost 
of $123,610. 

Board members instead chose a 
two-section pavilion, with one sec- 
tion enclosed and one open. The 
group also asked that both sections 
be designed witha hexagon” hipped” 
roof, rather than the design shownin 


sion. 

Smith said that spending even 
$10,000 or $15,000 in additional cost | 
over the original plan would be ac- 
ceptable. Other aspects of the park. 
improvement could be modified if ; 
necessary, he added. | 

“I'd rather see us cut something 
else out for ten grand,” Smith said. 
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ast week’s revelations that 

General Electric littered the 

i _d Pittsfield landscape with PCB- 
laced fill — a dispersal beyond the 
confines of the company’s property 
that GE officials knew of for many 
years but declined to disclose — cer- 
tainly jeopardize negotiations with 
state and federal environmental 
agencies. 


Into this murky atmosphere of 
distrust and recrimination we would 
like to inject a modest proposal, 
something that would save govern- 
ment regulators and GE millions of 
dollars, relieve environmentalists of 
their torment and boost the economy 
of Pittsfield beyond the wildest 
dreams of the Visitors’ Bureau, all 


without the costly, tedious process of . 


cleansing soil, capping contaminated 
playgrounds or dredging riverbeds. 


Tt’s based on the concept of ex- 
treme tourism. We suggest that 
Pittsfield embrace the opportunity 
that this rich supply of pollution 


provides and declare the area around. 


the former GE manufact g facili- 
ties a toxic theme park. , | o 19 T 


| 
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Qualifications matter 
-, choosing councilor 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


This is in response to William 
Tietgens’ letter “Pittsfield Nep- 
otism,” Aug. 14.. When I re- 
search a candidate, I look at his 
or her personal characteristics, 
which include diligence, fair- 
ness, good judgment, dignity 
and integrity. That person. has 
to have a genuine kindness and 
unlimited affection for both 
people and his or her home 

' town. This candidate has to be 
-eapable and qualified to do the 
, job. 
Does it really matter if Coun- 
cil President Gerry Doyle is re- 
lated to Richard Scapin, candi- 
date for Ward 9 councilman? 
The answer should be a simple 
no! | | 
However, if Richard Scapin 
has all the above qualifications. 
ana 1 do feel he does, then vote 


. for him. Yh ss) r7 
CAROL ANN LATTIZZORI 
Pittsfield, Aug. 17, 1997 


\ 





_ Wednesday, July 30, 1997 


- Options eyed 


for financing 
new stadium 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


North streets, for $16.5 million. 
>The former Naval Reserve 


center, for $12.8 million. 

b Repairs to Wahconah Park, 
for $11.7 million. : 

For over a year, some elected 
officials have pointed to the 
state’s efforts to build confer- 
ence centers in Boston, Worces- 
ter and Springfield as a possible 
funding mechanism for public | 
projects in Pittsfield. Now, 
Larkin, who was a member of. 
the Statehouse ‘Megaplex’ 


PITTSFIELD — While the 
price tag for a new outdoor sta- 
dium for city sports teams and 
the Pittsfield Mets has risen to 
as much as $16.5 million, city 
and state funding sources may 
be lining up soon. 

City finance director David A. 
Kiley said yesterday that the 
city could afford to float a three- 
bond anticipation note to pay its 
estimated $3.5 million share of 
the cost, although it would most Commission, has included broad | 
likely require the city toimpose language that would provide — 

the 21% percent property tax funding for “community facili- | 
hike it has avoided for the past tes” throughout the state as _ 
three fiscal years. part of the conference center 

At the state level, Rep. Peter funding. That could include a 
J. Larkin is confident that state new facility for Pittsfield and 

grant programs, plus money he_ the Mets, Larkin said. 

has gotten set aside in the The Senate version of the 
House version of the conference conference center bill differs in 
center bill, could help foot the that it sets aside $25 million 
bill. solely for cultural attractions, 

Last week, consultants Ar- including the National Music 
rowstreet Ltd. of Somerville, the Foundation in Lenox and the 
firm retained by the city to help Colonial Theater. But Larkin | 
site the proposed 4,500-seat fa- believes his language has a bet- 

cility, presented four possible ‘ter chance of surviving a House- | 
options for a stadium. The push ‘Senate conference committee | 
to build a new facility comes because it is more inclusive. 
through the city’s license Larkin also believes the new. 
agreement with Pittsfield Mets Stadium would meet the test 
owners National Pastime Co., as Other unsuccessful sports pro- 
the team has offered stay in the posals have failed, because it 
city if a new park is erected. a ben serve the community as 
TWastan | 3; -,. much as, or more, than it would | 
aides top sites at present in serve the Pittsfield Mets. In the 


)The Pittsfield Common, for recent past, the House, led_by 
$14.4 million. Speaker Thomas Finneran, has 
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frowned on public financing of 
facilities for pro sports teams. 

“(The new stadium] is worthy 
in some respect because it’s 
pulling 100,000 people to Pitts- 
field a year,’ Larkin said. “It 
would be a community facility, 
used part of the time by a minor 
league team.” 


‘Cultural venue’ 


In lobbying for the House 
version of the bill, Larkin said, 
he has “tried to explain that 
community stadiums are the 
cultural amenties for these 
communities. This is our cul- 
tural venue.” 

At the city level, Kiley yes- 
terday estimated that the city 
could take out a three-year bond 


anticipation note — an = ar- 


rangement in which the city 
pays only interest for three 
years, then takes on permanent 
debt and begins paying the 
principal — in spring of 1998. 
The city’s projected share of a 
new stadium is estimated at $3 
million to $3.7 million, depend- 
ing upon which site is chosen. 

The city’s financial position, 
however, already includes $47 
million in school additions and 
renovations. If 68 percent state 
reimbursement of those costs 
begins. by 2001, as the Reilly 
administration projects, every- 
thing would work fine, Kiley 
said. The annual principal 
payment on a $3.5 million bond 
would be about $175,000 a year 
for 20 years, Kiley said. 

But if state school building 
reimbursement didn’t come un- 
til 2003 or later, Kiley said, the 
situation would be more diffi- 
cult. By that time, the city’s 
five-year bond anticipation 
notes on the school project will 
have run out, and the city will 
have begun principal and in- 
terest payments on the school 
project. 

Kiley also said the city is 
looking into the conditions un- 
der which bond anticipation 
notes can be taken out. If the 
project’s use is determined to be 
private, it would not qualify for 
tax-exempt bonds. The city will 
keep a close eye on that situa- 


New softball complex plans advance 


_continued from page 1 excavate and landscape the fields than 


City council president Gerald 


tion, Kiley said. 


While Larkin is confident that — 
money from the conference | 


center bill could help the city, 
there are other state grants for 
which the city could apply. 


First among those is the state | 


Public Works and Economic 
Development (PWED) | grant, 
administered by the state Ex- 
ecutive Office of Transportation 
and Construction. According the 
the latest figures from the 
House Transportation Commit- 


tee, this account has about $30 © 


million in non-earmarked funds 
available for transportation im- 
provements that help create 
jobs and revitalize communities. 


Find a way to finance ballpark 


The City Council’s fussing and feuding about 
financing and building a new ballpark in Pitts- 
field is familiar to anyone who has watched one 
project after another buried in verbiage. No 
councilor seems willing to acknowledge a con- 


sultant’s statement that the new park’s benefits. 


will exceed its costs, perhaps because few of the 
city’s public officials are capable of looking past 
an upcoming re-election bid to what will help 
Pittsfield five, 10, 20 or 30 years down the road. 
As for Wahconah Park, it is indeed a nice park 
with a rich heritage, but it is also located in a 


swamp and lacks the amenities, such as indi- . 


vidual seats, that minor league ballparks must 
have as we move into the 21st century. Wah- 
conah Park is ideal for high school football, but a 
new ballpark that can also host concerts and 


- a CA TF 
other activities will play a pacaloge awe 
town Pittsfield’s social and economic revival. 
Given this reality, it will be interesting to see if 
the Mets will kick in with some financing. 


Pittsfield succeeded in win- . 
ning over $1 million in PWED 
funding for Stearnsville Busi- 
ness Park. 

Two other grant programs, the 
Community Action Develop- 
ment Grant and Urban Revital- 
ization Development Grant, are 
possible sources for funding. 
Both, like PWED, are meant to 
improve communities, most no- 
tably those in economic need. 
All three require a grant appli- 
cation stating a case for the 
project in question and explain- 
ing its plans in detail. 

By its agreement with the 
Mets, the city has until Oct. 31 
to have a site and funding lined 
up. If the city does that, the 
Mets will stay for the 1998 New 
York-Penn League season, and 
move into the new facility in 
1999. 


Softball plan includes 
pair of new diamon . ) 


By Anthony Fyden 
‘A women’s softball complex at Springsi 
officials, could become a reality this year, 
down version. 
“The project is just about rea 
director of community services. 
Mellace on Monday offered a proje 


de Park, long sought by city 
although in a much scaled- 


dy to go out tobid,” said Robert Mellace, 


ct update for park commissioners. 


Reilly seeks $16.8 million 


bond for stadium project 


The council’s finance subcommittee will review a $16.8 million bond- 
ing authorization proposal to fund a new stadium and related Be 
Mayor Edward Reilly submitted the proposal Tuesday and daeehe 
referring the plan to the finance subcommittee, which is expected to 


review the project Monday. Be 
The ee aaeaowe of the $16.8 million has not been determined. 


indi i i he full amount, he 
Reillv indicated that while the city would borrow t | 
aca bates alternate sources would fund the bulk of the actual expense. 
Reilly proposes constructing the new stadium at the corner of North 
and Wahconah streets as part of an urban renewal project that might also 
involve house demolitions, new parking for Berkshire Medical Center 
and traffic changes. | ayy 
The city initiated the new stadium project as part of an agreement with 
the Pittsfield Mets, though Reilly has said the stadium would not be 
exclusively for the minor league baseball team. Be 
A nonbinding question on the November 4 municipal ballot will 
allow voters to indicate whether they favor using any city nds foranew 


stadium. / 6 ( r 


City seeking 
donation of 


evergreen tree 


SFIELD — The Depart- 
erie Parks, Recreation and 
Community Services 1s asking 
anyone willing to donate an ev- 
ergreen tree for use as the city's 
official Christmas tree at Park 

f Square to call the office at 499- 

; 


43 by Friday, Oct. 31. 
ee Sead to be used in select- 


scaled-down product would have 
water taps for hoses. Field lights will 
-also not be included. - : : 

According to Mellace, the esti- 
mated cost — not including rest- 
rooms or concession stands— stands 
at $188,000. The total available bud- 
get for the project is $216,000, leaving 
only $28,000 “which probably isn’t 
going to be enough for a restroom,” 
he added. 

Another potential problem is that 


the cost estimate for building the 


fields does notinclude a contingency 
if rock ledge is found at the construc- 
tion site, which Mellace believes is a 
good possibility. 

“The $188,000 figure, it’s going to 
end up being higher,” he said. 
_ The softball complex, as proposed 


construct the buildings, he noted. 

“What good is it to have $250,000 
ballfields and not have anywhere to 
go to the bathroom?” he asked. 

_ Other commissioners argued that 
the city’s money should be spent on 
creating high quality fields. Clifford 
Nilan said that it is important that the 
project does not stall, even if not.all 
details are settled. 

“Can’t we just build what we can 
with the money?” he asked. _ 

Park maintenance director An- 
thony Stracuzzi suggested that, since 
the city is planning to contract rest- 
rooms at Pontoosuc and Onota lakes, 
the softball complex restrooms could 
be included in a package deal. This 
may result in a substantial savings, 
he said. 


Doyle, Jr., a proponent of the com- 
plex, said that Taconic High School 
carpentry students could be enlisted 
to complete work at the site. 

Doyle said that he is comfortable 
moving forward with the less-ambi- 
tious plan. “It is scaled down but the 
way the plan is designed, there’s 
room for expansion,” he said. 

Doyle believes that once“ the guts” 
of the complex are in place, modifi- 
cations can be added. 

The council president also noted 
that the project may includeimprove- 
ments to the adjacent Babe Ruth 
League ball field. “That, hopefully, 
will be a part of it,” he said. 

Doyle said that he expects the two 
fields to be ready for spring of 1998. 

we Med: Bt 


led, Mellace said that the available 


field complex as originally envi- | 


Although many details remain unsett 
money does not allow for the four- 
sioned. 

“There will be two fields and hopefu 


ion area,” he said. 
Nae said that the fields would have dugouts and bleachers. 


Instead of the underground watering system originally proposed, the 
See SOFTBALL page 7 & 


lly some kind of restroom, 


the “special” tree include 
eatin nage of about 30 
feet, superior shape, ease of ac- 
cess to the tree, adequate room 
to safely cut down the tree, and 
ease of transporting the tree. 
In cooperation with the city's 
Department of Emergency 
Management, screening and se- 
lection of the tree will take. 
place the week of Nov. 3. Cut- 
ting and installation of the tree 
at Park Square oS cane aay for 
eek of Nov. 10 or 1!. 
Pete regarding the date and 
program for the lighting of the 


tree will be FB fiche 


in 1995, had a budget of more than 
$300,000. Funds were earmarked in 
the city’s capital budget but the 
project was pared back over the years 
and some of the original budgeted 
-money was spent elsewhere. 

The 1997 capital budget included 
$225,000 for the project, which, after 
consultant and design fees, left the 

_ project with $216,000. 

Park commission chairman Rob- | 
ert Smith, a longtime proponent of | 
the complex, suggested that some | 
work could be done by volunteers. It | 
may be easier to find volunteers to | 


Girls softball players may soon be able to 
as plans proceed for a two-field complex. 


swing for better fences 





Tomorrow nigh 


By John Hitchcock 
Professional baseball’s future in Pittsfield 
-willreacha critical point tomorrow night, not 
on the field, but in the City Council chambers 
in City Hall at 7 p.m. 

Be there! Be there, if you want to see pro 
ball continue! 
_ The Pittsfield Mets of the Class A New 
Y ork-Penn League have played in Wahconah 
Park, built in 1919, since coming to the city in 
1989. The present grandstand or whatever 
was built some 50 years ago. 

President William L. Gladstone, a lawyer 
and a retired business executive from New 
York, and his fellow owners, all highly re- 
garded businessmen, lawyers or educators, 
want the city to build a new stadium ... and 
soon. 

Or else! The or else means moving to 
another city. | 


Mayor Edward M. Reilly, City Council. 


President Gerald Doyle and Robert Smith, 
chairman of the Pittsfield Parks and Recre- 
ation Commission, signed an agreement last 
year with the Mets, stating they would select 
a site for the new stadium — estimated to cost 
around $7 million — by June 15 — of this 
year. | 

It was also agreed to have Wahconah Park, 
situated in a flood plain on the bank of the 
Housatonic River, ready for play two weeks 
before the first game in mid-June. 

Gladstone found the park far from ready 
three days before the opener and threatened to 
play the first few games elsewhere, but the 
city crews mshed the work to completion a 
few scant minutes before the opening pitch. 

A list of possible new sites will be dis- 
cussed at tomorrow’s meeting, open to all 
interested persons. 

Robert S. Mellace, city director of commu- 
nity services and a member of the mayor’s 
stadium site committee, said the main pur- 
pose of the meeting is to gauge public re- 
sponse to the suggested sites. Preliminary 
cost estimates for the top sites will also be 
presented. 

Finding an available site for a baseball 
stadium and parking lots is not exactly easy, 
but the committee has come up with the 
following possible locations: the present 
Wahconah Park site, the corner of North and 
Wahconah streets, the Pittsfield Common on 


Wahconah Park, with a 
seam-bursting capacity of 
4,000, has legions of fans, 
who come from a consid- 

erable distance, to enjoy 

baseball under 1950 condi- 
tions. 


First Street, Springside Park, Berkshire Com- 
munity College, Upper North Street (behind 
The Menu), Mud Pond off Barker Road, 
Osceola Park, Velma Avenue, the former 
England Brothers building on North Street, at 
the rear of the Berkshire Hilton and outer Elm 
Street. 

Mayor Reilly, who is not seeking reelec- 
tion and perhaps not as acutely concerned 
about the situation as a candidate for the 
office, favors the North and Wahconah loca- 
tion. 

Opposition has already been voiced over 
the selection of the Common, now a peaceful 
oasis in the middle of the city. offering soft- 
ball, bocci, ice skating (when it is cold enough) 
and other low key recreational activities. In 
addition, a former school on the site is now a 
popular housing development for the elderly. 

In any event, Gladstone and his associates 
are waiting, not too patiently. 

Wahconah Park, with a seam-bursting ca- 
pacity of 4,000, has legions of fans, whocome 
from a considerable distance, to enjoy base- 
ball under 1950 conditions. A unique feature 
is the sunset breaks forced from time to time 
for evening games, as batters look directly 
into the setting sun. So players and fans just sit 
around and relax for 10 to 20 minutes. - 

While Wahconah Park is the scene at dif- 
ferent times for high school games of all sorts, 
band concerts and drum and bugle corpscom- 
petitions, professional baseball hasruled since 
‘at least the 1930s, when the Pittsfield Hollies 
were the star attraction. | 

Since World War II days, the Cleveland 
Indians, Boston Red Sox, Chicago Cubs and 
now the New York Mets have operated farm 
teams at Wahconah. 3 

- One of my old Dalton High School class- 
mates, the late Everett Calkins, pitched for the 
Electrics right after the war. And in the early 
60s, I remember seeing several future Red 
Sox stars, including George “Boomer” Scott 
and Reggie Smith, play on the often-flooded 
Wahcomah field. 3 6a cen secs pew 


a 
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But baseball owners are not happy with 
1950 facilities and demand, in this case, a 
state of the arts 4,500-seat stadrum, probably 
with luxury boxes. 

Minor league baseball is “hot” now, per- 
haps due to ticket prices at Wahconah ranging 
from $1 for senior citizens to $2.75 for gen- 


Since World War IT days, 
the Cleveland Indians, 
Boston Red Sox, Chicago 
Cubs and now the New 

York Mets have operated 
_farm teams at Wahconah. 


eral admission, $4 for upper grandstand seats 


and $6.75 for box seats. 

New York-Penn League features top col- 
lege players plucked from their campuses 
only a few days before the mid-June season 
openers. The Mets roster includes players 
from as near as RPI to distant Texas, Florida, 
California and Idaho, hometowns ranging 


The entrance to Wahconah Park 


from Puerto Rico and the Dominican Repub- 
lic to Arkansas and Connecticut. 

Manager Doug Davis and his staff, includ- 
ing former Red Sox closer Bob Stanley, pro- 
duce exciting, generally well-played games 
every time on the field, with an average home 
attendance of 2,500. 3 

The Mets are accessible to fans and the kids 
in particular, with a three-day junior camp 
ending yesterday and another session set for 
Aug. 11-13. 

The team impacts the entire Berkshire area 
with various charities, agencies and busi- 
nesses staging special nights, ranging from 
GE Plastics to Jiminy Peak Resort. 

And earlier this month the Mets played the 
Hudson Valley Renegades at Holyoke’s 
Mackenzie Field. 


t is critical to Pittsfield’s baseball future 


Shea Stadium will be the spectacular scene 
of the Pittsfield Mets versus the New Jersey 
Cardinals Aug. 4 at4:30p.m., before the main 
game featuring the parent Mets against the St. 
Louis Cardinals. Be there! 

During the mid-June through the Sept. 3 


season, the Mets will attract more than 80,000 ~ 


fans to Wahconah Park. 

Is it worth it to the city to spend several 
millions for anew stadium? Or should the city 
rely on folksy Wahconah and thesunset break? 

For reservations or information, call 499- 

METS. | 

By the way, other teams in the League’s 
McNamara Division are the Vermont Expos, 
the Lowell Red Sox, the Renegades and the 
Cards (the current leaders, with the Mets in 
second place at around .600). 


Is it worth it to the city to 
spend several millions for 
a new stadium? 


The Adams Little League will hold its 
annual picnic at Wahconah Park Friday when 
the Mets take on the Watertown Indians from 
the Pinckney Division. For tickets, contact 
Jack Henault at 743-4858 or buy them at the 
gate for $5.75, picnic included. 

And my old hometown of Windsor has 
produced a stellar player in Matt White, who 
this fall will be a junior at Clemson, where he 


is a pitcher. He is currently in the Cape Cod 
League, which feature players from the top 
colleges in the nation. White played for 
Wahconah Regional High School. 

In my days at DHS, Windsor players or 
aspiring players had a tough time, as wenever 
had more than five or six to a team in that tiny 
hill town. Now all of the tots attend one school 
in Cummington for the hilltown district, al- 
lowing nine player lineups. Times change. 


John Hitchcock of Williamstownwrites fre- 
quently on the area sports scene. 


: m2? Re GT 
Don’t spent public funds on stadiuin 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Just a couple of weeks ago I 
read a column by Dan Valenti 
on his disappointment in our 
political leaders’ lack of interest 
in building a new stadium for 
the Pittsfield Mets. The next 
thing I hear is a number of sites 
are being looked at in Pittsfield. 

Baseball is a great American 
sport, as we call all attest. The 
real question here is not to keep 
the Mets in Pittsfield, we would 
all like to do that. The question 
is what’s more important to the 
city of Pittsfield? It’s an awful 
lot to ask the taxpayers of a city 
like Pittsfield to pay for a new 
stadium that only a small per- 
centage of people are going to 
benefit from. 


Bids opened for Showplace and softball 


Contractors’ bids for two long-planned municipal projects have been 


formally opened. 


Pittsfield-based Petricca Construction is the low-bidder for the demoli- 
tion of the former Showplace Theatre on North Street, while the Delaney 
company of Mayfield, New York is the low-bidder for construction of a 
women’s softball park near the GEAA. 

' Petricca was one of six bidders for the Showplace site which has been 
deemed a public safety hazard. The firm bid $63,333 plus $500 per cubic 
yard for the removal of any contaminated remains. LBK Ltd. provided the 
second lowest bid: $75,614 plus $275 per cubic yard. 

Delaney came in lower than three other bidders for the softball project, 
witha bid of $205,000 plus possible alternates costing $75,000. Maxymillian 
was the second lowest bidder, with a $219,595 base bid plus $146,616 for 


alternates. 


The bids:still must be reviewed before contracts are formally awar 


(eles (Gr 


What Pittsfield should be do- 


ing is not looking for a site to 
build a new stadium but a site 
to build a recreational park for 
it’s citizens! A park that would 
have- a skating rink, in-line 
skate park, walking and run- 
ning track. Just the thought of a 
place to ice skate is overwhelm- 
ing. We can have a new 17,000 
square feet rink installed and 
delivered for $400,000. This is a 
new type of rink made of plastic 
that is being used all across the 
country as a alternative to real 
ice. 


Pittsfield deserves something 
more for its citizens than a 
baseball stadium alone. How 
about a place for our young 
people to go to skateboard, in- 
line skate, X-treme bike, or just 
hang out. It would definitely be 
better than a few hours on a 
Sunday in the summer on North 
Street. A nice walking track or 
jogging track would draw quite » 
a lot of attention in Pittsfield, 
with the evidence of the people 
I see walking and jogging the 
streets every evening. 

Let us not be sucked into the 
trap of political baseball. We 
deserve better for our citizens 
as a whole. If we are going to 
indebt ourselves let’s do it for 
ourselves, not some _ baseball 
owners looking to see where 
they can make their next in- 
vestment with the public’s 
money. What’s more important, 
keeping the Pittsfield Mets in 
Pittsfield or letting the taxpay- 
ers spend their money on 
something we can all enjoy and 
be proud of, a Pittsfield Park 
and Recreational Center? 


ROBERT R. CIANFROCCO 
Pittsfield, July 22, 1997 
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Parks Commission — 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks 
Commission has recommended 


a capital budget of $1.25 million » 


for fiscal 1998, with the hopes of 
finally installing restrooms at 
Pontoosuc Lake and making 
other improvements at the lake 
and at three other city parks. 
City officials have strongly 
hinted there won’t be a capital 
budget in fiscal 1998, due to 
tightening of the city’s financial 
belt. But the director of com- 
munity services, Robert Mel- 


lace, said that if there is to be a 


capital budget, the city will have 
the Parks Department’s re- 
quests in hand. 

The $500,000 request for Pon- 
toosuc Lake is the second one 
the commission has made in 
two years for the park. The is- 
sue isn’t whether restrooms are 
needed; commissioners, city 
councilors and the public have 
made it clear they are. The 
question is which side of the 
lake to develop — North Street 
or Hancock Road. 

As part of the upper North 
Street project, the city and the 
state made improvements to the 
east shore of the lake, com- 
monly known as the Blue An- 
chor and/or Muscle Beach. As a 
result, use of that side of the 
lake has increased. But in that 
area, the water is deeper, and 
there are no picnic tables, no 
beach sand, and no swimming 
areas or playground equipment 
for children. 

At the same time, while there 
are picnic tables, shallower wa- 
ter and a boat ramp on the 
Hancock Road side, the North 
Street side has proven popular 
with visitors and is newer. 

In order to deal with the lack 
of a restroom at the lake, the 
Parks Department has put up 


Wahconah Park is fine 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Just what do we need with a 
new stadium anyway? Wah- 
conah Park has always been 
where it is, and should remain 
there. It’s sort of a landmark. 

The Mets only come to play 
three months, and whatever 
functions they have there, do 
not require a new park. I re- 
member, when the Red Sox 
came in the ’60s, they played 
with dim lights, that sun that 
was blinding in the outfield, and 
fog. The lights were later 
changed. But, they stayed from 
the beginning of April until La- 
bor Day. And they had a really 
good team. 

When their five years were 
up, they offered to stay if the 
city would fix up the park. The 
owner even offered to pay half, 
if the city would pay the other 
half. But the city wanted no 
part of that. Things were 
cheaper then and times were 
good, but they didn’t take ad- 
vantage of it. 

Why don’t they spend some 
money to just fix it up? I do not 
think the Mets deserve a new 
park, when they could not fix it 
up for a team that would-stay 
longer, and had a better team. 

Keep Wahconah Park where it 
is. . 

EVELYN CURRY 
Pittsfield, July 31, 1997 
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outlines °98 budget 


two portable toilets, one for 
each shore. | 

‘Muscle Beach is much nicer, 
but it’s not set up to accommo- 
date children,’ Parks Commis- 
sion chairman Robert Smith 
said yesterday. “Before we build 
a $50,000 restroom, we need to 
see which side is getting the 
most use.” 

One suggestion made by Ward 
6 Councilor James M. Boyle has 
been to build a bridge across the 
lake. How that would be done, 
and how much it would cost, 
remain open issues. 

In the meantime, the com- 
mission and Mellace will con- 
tinue to monitor use of the lake 
to see which side attracts more 
patrons, and how those patrons 
use the recreational areas. 

The $500,000 in capital budget 
requests for Pontoosuc could 
fund, in addition to bathrooms, 
improvements to retaining walls 
and picnic areas, restoration of 
the old sandy beach and a 
swimming dock. 

Other capital improvements | 
the commission OK’d include 
$100,000 worth of work at Dem- 
ing Park and $250,000 at Clapp 
Park. 

At both locations, the money 
would be used to repair and 
improve well-used playing 
fields, and install new play- 
ground equipment. Both parks 
are heavily used, spring through 
fall, for high school and city 
sports, and the condition of 
baseball and softball fields at 
both locations has been a con- 
cern this year, Mellace said. 
Both parks are also part of the 
city’s four-park recreation pro- 
gram in the summer. 

Additional capital funds in the 
$1.25 million budget would be 
used to develop and improve 
Springside Park and purchase 
new vehicles. 


Pittsfield needs 


place for skateboarders 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I am writing in response to the 


Sept. 26 article, in which Peter 
Arlos calls for action on the 
tennis court 
Does Pittsfield have a place for 
kids to skateboard or skate? If at 
doesn’t, it needs one. ae 


issue. Questiot 


This tennis court is obviously 


te- 
‘getting more use by skate 
poarders and skaters. If these 


skaters had the proper heights 
to jump, with the proper ap- 
proach and the proper obstacles 
to jump over, they would not 
need to use the tennis courts. In 
turn, violators such as tennis 
players would be fined $20 and 
their tennis racquet and balls 
confiscated. Fs Sat 
DENNIS 
38 School St. fo 
North Adams, Sept. 26, 199 





Wanted: — 


New home 
for stadium 


SI) AT 


Vote could serve as 
a referendum on a, 
new stadium and 
the Colonial. | 
Theater project. 


Reilly 


a Reilly from,Al 


a eit 
negotiation betweén’ now ang — 
February 1998. That's when, 
unless an agreement between 
regulators and GE is reached, 
the Pittsfield GE site will be 
added to the Superfund Na- 
tional Priority List. 


Reilly backs that course’ of 
action, explaining that six 
months is enough time for the 
two sides to come up with a so- 


WELCOME TO PITTSFIELD 
THE PCB CAPITAL 


THERE, ay WE 
FINALLY GoT Att THE 
DANGEROUS SECTIONS 


Compiled by 3 CLOSED OFF TO 
Mary-Catherine Shugrue 
Berkshire Eagle Staff — 
Talk Back is a column of reader 
observations. To reach the Talk Back 


line and make your comments, call | 


496-6202. 


ting a baseball stadium on the 

Pittsfield Common. It is one of 
the few green places remaining in 
Pittsfield and it is very precious to a 
lot of people in this city. I cringe at 


i am outraged at the idea of put- 


the thought of building a stadium in | 


such a beautiful place. This is not 
progress. . 
| 

lam concerned about some of the 
~ decisions made by the city officials 
- of Pittsfield. 1 do not know who 
~eame up with the initial idea of 
building a stadium on the Pittsfield 
Common. lama senior citizen who 
has lived in Pittsfield for 80 years, 
- and this is one of the most moronic 
* ideas I have ever heard. I do not 


| 


- understand the rationale behind this © 


proposition. 
ey a 
Pittsfield cannot afford to lose its 
baseball team. We must find a sen- 

' sible way to fund a new stadium and 
- to amplify its entertainment and 

~ economic benefits. 

Si 


Many times we have observed the 


' misuse of handicap parking spaces. I , 


wonder how many others have wit- 
-“nessed this lack of concern for the 
handicapped? It is our individual 
- responsibility to observe the handi- 
* cap parking symbols. I would like to 
’ challenge all drivers to be kind and 


~ extend this courtesy to less fortunate 


~ citizens. 
. * 


I know this topic has been brought 


- up several times, but I have to add 

~ my comment on the Sunday TV 

- supplement. I cannot believe that 

- anyone could mess up SO much on 

~ such a small publication. Iam an 

avid movie fan, and I find it impos- 
sible to use the movie listings in the 

’ Sunday TV supplement. Please, give 
the readers back the old method of 
listing movies. 

: Hai 


. . [have just returned from a won- 
- derful vacation at Cape Cod. Every- 


time we visited the public beaches at 


. the Cape, we were charged a small 
foe, These beaches and the rest- 

~ rooms at these beaches were beauti- 
* ful and clean. I was wondering why 
* we do not do this in Berkshire 

- County? Why not charge visitors a 


’ small fee to use the lakes? Then the 


- money collected could be used to 
- clean up our lakes and restore them 
* to the condition they were in years 

_ ago. 
| | 


Since it appears as though Pitts- 

- field has a large amount of unused 
land at Springside Park on outer 

North Street, why not use it to help 
out these kids who seem to need a 
place to go with their bicycles, 


skateboards and rollerblades? How 


hard would it be for the city to set 
this up? 


— 


weighing 
override 
election 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — In his last 41/2 
months as mayor, Edward M. 
Reilly’s priorities are bringing 
closure to long-proposed plans 
for a new stadium and a reno- 
vated Colonial Theater, pushing 
along negotiations between en- 
vironmental regulators and 
General Electric, and continuing 
to foster economic development 
in the city. 

In an interview yesterday at 
City Hall, Reilly said he has 
considered proposing a Propo- 
sition 21/2 override question on 
the stadium and theater 
projects. Given the city’s fi- 
nances and the eouncil’s hesi- 
tance to raise taxes, he said, an 
override might be the best and 
most effective way to raise the 
city share of funds to build one 
or both. “We have to be very 
conservative ... We have to be 
able to pay for this,” he warned. 
“Once we have sufficient in- 
formation, we'll do what we 
need to do.” 


Time for decision 
Reilly proposed a 21/, override 


once before, in 1992, and voters 


responded to the idea with a 
loud and firm “no.” But in this 
case, Reilly said, a vote would 
also serve aS a referendum on 
the two’ projects, and give 
backers and opponents of each 
a chance to make their case. 

But one way or another, “Tt’s 
time to make a decision’ on the 
Colonial and the stadium, Reilly 
said, and “sooner than later.” 

Asked further about the sta- 
dium, Reilly expressed corifi- 
dence that the city will meet its 
Oct. 30 deadline. However, 
while admitting the availability 
of funding and other factors 
would determine which site the 
committee picks, he would not 
speak in favor of any of them. 
“That’s why I appointed a 
committee,’ he explained. 


Sites favored by consultants 
include the Pittsfield Common, 
the corner of North and Wah- 
conah streets and the former 
Naval Reserve Center. Present 
estimates suggest the eost could 
be as high as $16.5 million. 

A consultant’s plan in 1995 
suggested it would cost $10 mil- 
lion to restore the Colonial to its 
former grandeur. Both the the- 
ater and the new stadium could 
benefit from the convention 
center bill now in conference 
committee on Beacon Hill. 

PCBs are also high on Reilly’s 
priority list for the remainder of 
his term. Tonight, the City 
Council will consider a motion 
calling on General Electric and 
federal and state regulators to 
exhaust all opportunities for 


REILLY, continued on A4 


lution. “And if they can’t, then 
the [Superfund] process be- 
gins.” 

As it is with the council, 
Reilly’s greatest concern is for 
homeowners whose homes are 
built on PCB-contaminated 


land. “They need to be taken 


care of, those properties need to 
be identified, and there needs to 
be ’a fair solution,” Reilly said. 
“Right now, it’s an untenable 
situation.” 

Asked about the possible 
stigma of being a Superfund 
community, Reilly said it 
wouldn’t change anything the 
city isn’t facing now. 


“We've suffered all kinds of 
ways in the past 25 years,’ he 
explained. “I don’t think it 
changes the reality. If anything, 
it says we're doing something 
. J ean’t think the name 
makes a difference. There’s still 
PCBs in people’s back yards, 
there’s still a hole in the center 
of the city; they still pose a 
risk.” 


Other priorities 


In other priorities, Reilly said 
state Sen. Andrea F. Nuciforo 
Jr. has been working on putting 
together a plan for the “‘gate- 
way” project at the southern 
entrance to downtown. And as 
for the still-delayed repair of the 
Park Square fountain? “Tt will 
get done,” he said firmly. 


Meanwhile, with 41/2 months 
left in his third and final term 
in the corner office, Reilly is 
very much getting used to his 
newest job — being a grandfa- 
ther. “It’s. tremendous fun,” he 
said. “It’s something | really 
enjoy.” 
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Grant sought for Silver Lake plan 


; aes Lake 50 polluted that it has twice caught on fire — could be an 
5s te oasis with swimming, boating and picnicking, says Peter Arlos 
a . city council voted unanimously this past Wednesday to pursue a 

,000 grant under the state’s lake & pond program tostudyh 
the center city pond. ee 
Se pas thata similar grant was used to develop a plan for Goodrich 

. The at-large councilor believes that, once a study is completed 
General Electric would complete the project as a show of good faith “W 
oe make Silver Lake an urban oasis,” Arlos said. “It’s an eyesore now ” 
oe ae that a GE effort to restore a lake it polluted would be a clear 
cae cae oe = suena 2 city. There's no way General Electric can 
BE aaa ue sas 4 said. “This is something visible that they 
ee lake isa rarity in that it is located in the heart of the city, Arlos 

fe: visions a park with picnic sites, a jogging path and walkways 

e petition was forwarded to the parks department, which ne 7 

responsible for pursuing the grant. Il Rte 
a6. bial 


.. BUT OF COURSE Buy, THE CITY 
CARES A GREAT DEAL AgouT PRESERVING 
OuR BEAUTIFUL PARKS AND ScENIC 
ATTRACTIONS. THEY WiLL Do EVERYTHING 
egssiBLE ‘To NWAKE THIS PARK AN ae 8 


EVEN BETTER ONE. 





~ PCBs from Al 


Two samples at the park 


showed PCBs in excess of 50° 


parts per million. The highest 
return was 86 ppm, located in 
the soil at the base of a piece of 
playground apparatus. Several 
other samples exceeded the 10 
ppm recreational standard set 
by the DEP. 


Cutler said the park’s thick 
carpet of grass provides a buffer 
between people and the soil. 
But the DEP is still worried. 

Gates said about half of the 70 
surface samples had been ana- 
lyzed and results for the rest. 
may be\ available today. GE 
technicians also took four bor- 
ings to check for the presence 
of PCBs and other chemicals 
beneath the surface. 

All agreed that the park 
should immediately be fenced 
off and signs posted warning of 
the presence of the chemical in 
the soil. 

GE spokesman Stephen C. 
Moore said cleanup of off-site 
areas, like the 18 residences 
with known PCB contamination, 

will continue at full speed. 
“It’s our No: 1 priority,” he 
said. “We intend to move just as 
quickly as we can.” 

If the rest of the surface 
samples and the borings come 
back negative, Cutler said, the 
park could be cleaned up and 
returned to active use by the 
fall. If no PCBs are found near 
the basketball court, GE might 
fence off the rear portion and 
allow use of the basketball court 
before then: ©. 

Discovery of PCBs deep in the 
soil “would-‘complicate things 
considerably,” Cutler said. 


A GE contractor will soon be 
installing a 6-foot-tall fence and 
lockable gate across the front of 
the park. 


If borings uncover contami- 
nants related to the scrap yard, 
the city will in all likelihood 
have to clean those up. The 
state has a strict liability law 
with cleanups. 


Eagle files indicate the park 
cost the city $212,000, which 
included $102,000 to buy the 
land and $110, 000 to construct 
the basketball court and 


equipment. The work was done . 


by. Petricca Construction Co. 
Robert “Smitty” Smith, the 
chairman of the Park Commis- 


sion, said he was not happy: to 
see the park closed. But public 
health comes first, he said. 

‘Nobody, especially me, wants 
to close a park,” he said. “But 
we'd much rather be safe and 
see the park closed and allow 
GE to make it right.” _ 

But others worried about the 
20 years during which local 
children have played in the 
PCB-tainted soil. | 

“Just think about how many 
kids played here since 1975,” 
Boyle said. “Hopefully we can 
get this cleaned up. The ques- 
tion is, where is it going to pop 
up next?” He suggested that the 
DEP investigate the Taconic 
High School. playing fields, 
which were built on rubble from 
the old Wendell Hotel topped by 
fill. 

Cutler said Reilly would ask 
longtime city employees to 
search their files and their 
memories for. other locations 
where GE may have dumped fill 
in previous decades. 

The park is part of a second 
batch of tips the DEP received 
after asking residents to report 
historic GE disposal practices. 
No PCBs were found during a 
recent excavation at the Rich- 
mond Consolidated-School. 

Tim Gray, the executive di- 
rector of the Housatonic River 
Initiative, forwarded the tip. to 
the DEP after having a conver- 
sation with a metal hauler who 
remembered seeing oil running 
into the park from higher land 
above it. 

He observed that the recently 
announced string of PCB sites 
is taking a toll on the commu- 
nity. 

“As the story unfolds, it just 


gets sadder and ‘$ er for. 


sli j on 
Brig 48 l : 


Pittsfield,’ Gray said. , 


Stop lying, start cleaning | oF 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Jane Magee [Eagle, Aug. 13] 
made a statement “that public 
protection is the cornerstone of 
GE environmental policy.” GE 
has concealed information be- 
fore and I personally believe it 
is now. 


Once before the GE Power- 
house was overrun with asbes- 
tos. The bags that these men 
opened clearly stated “hazard- 
ous to your health.” Yet these 
men wallowed in this. stuff. 
They needed their jobs for they 
had families and many had as- 
bestosis. Again, GE tried to 
state that it didn’t know it was 
dangerous, yet when a ton of 
lawyers from Boston came into 
its offices and researched its 
records they clearly found GE 
did know and was responsible. 


When it comes to PCBs, GE 
knows and knew in the past 
they were dangerous to your 
health, but it did not care, and 
because the laws were lax in the 
past, it doesn’t want to be held 
responsible for acts of the past. 
These are acts against human- 
ity. I don’t care how much GE 


denies that if did GI know it 
was dangerous, it is lying. GE 
doesn’t want to be held respon- | 


sible; that’s it in a nutshell. 


Now GE is in other states and 
countries in areas less strict in | 
monitoring PCBs so it can con-' 
taminate their land. The dis-. 
cussion at the City Council | 
meeting got hot and heavy on | 
the subject especially involving | 


the people of Lakewood. I had 


someone who lives in this area, 
tell me one year they had 85. 
deaths alone in Lakewood. We. 
had a friend who lived there | 


and planted a garden and ate 


the food from this garden and | 
by the time he did not feel well | 


he was told he had one month 
to live. He died of cancer. 


GE can lie all it wants but it’s 
like the cigarette CEOs who 
said “cigarettes are not a health 
hazard.” GE lied to make the 
big bucks and the hell with 
what it did to you or the city 
you live in. GE is responsible 
and GE should clean up the 
mess it left behind. 


MONA SPERLONGA 
Pittsfield, Aug. 15, 1997 


Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Thursday, August 14, 1997 


Ac aha os 


Photos WBar ‘Ganiert aie £2 Eagle Staff 
Officials from encral Electric, the Department of Environmental Protection and the city huddle in the 


rain at Dorothy Amos Park yesterday after learning that high levels of PCBs were discovered there. 


‘Just think about 
how many kids 
played here since 
1975,’ said Ward €é 
City Councilor 
James M. Boyle. 
‘Hopefully we can 


get this cleaned up. 


The question 18, 
where is 1t going to 
pop up next?’ 


J. Lyn Cutler of DEP said the park could be cleaned up and returned 
to active use by fall if further tests turn up no more PCBs. 


Property values aren’t the issue Sy f Hs Jo 


The Berkshire County Board of ae may. 
be concerned about property values if General 
Electric’s former manufacturing complex in 
Pittsfield is designated a Superfund site but in 
the long run, it is not property values that count. 
It’s removing or sealing the contamination that 
matters. Polychlorinated biphenyls are recog- 


“nized as a health hazard, and denying the seri- | 
ousness of the pollution is not only foolish — | 


potential buyers of commercial or residential 
properties are well aware of the problem, in any 
case — but it complicates the challenging pro- 
cess of cleaning up affected properties. The 
brownfields initiative, which would address in- 
dustrial parcels, is a promising concept but it 
shouldn’t replace the overall goal of restoring 
the city’s rivers and residential properties to a 


safe condition. If negotiations between GE and 
environmental agencies break down, Superfund | 
— the remedy of last resort — may have to be | 


imposed. The real stigma would be inaction. 


| West Street 
8 park to be 


fenced off 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city and the 
Department of Environmental Protec- 
tion closed the Dorothy Amos Park off 
West Street yesterday after high levels . 


"_ of PCBs were found in soil near play- : 
| . ground equipment. 


And Mayor Edward M. Reilly has 
told the DEP he will interview lIong- 
time city employees to see if any other 
city properties may have been GE 
disposal sites. | 

The small park alongside the Hous- 
atonic River is built on the former 
Perlman scrap yard, which was 
cleaned up and donated to the city in 
1975. 7 


Park gets heavy use 


Named after the late Dorothy Reid 
Amos, a Taconic High School guidance 
counselor and founder of the Early 
Childhood Development Center, it is 
one of only a few parks on the West. 


‘Side and has received heavy use since 


it opened. 

But after a tip to the Department of 
Environmental Protection, General 
Electric Co. technicians tested surface — 
soil for PCBs. On Tuesday night, GE’s 
Dick Gates called the DEP’s J. Lyn 
Cutler with the news that levels of. 
PCBs high enough to trigger emer- 


gency cleanup procedures had been 


detected. 3 

Yesterday, Gates, Cutler and two 
other, DEP staffers met with city parks 
director Robert S. Mellace and Ward 6 
Councilor James M. Boyle at the park 
in a driving rain and decided to fence 
it off until further test results become 
available. 


So far, the front portion of the park, 
which includes the lighted basketball 
court, has tested negative for the. 
presence of polychlorinated biphenyls, 
which GE used as a spark inhibitor in - 
some transformers made at its East 
Street factory from the 1930s to 1974. 


The Environmental Protection 


Agency lists PCBs as a_ probable 


cancer-causing agent in humans. They 


‘have also been shown to cause skin 


and liver damage in lab animals. ms 
PCBS, continued on A4 us 


Quest for skateboarding site continues 


Skateboarders deserve a rink of any trouble,” she said. 


theirown, says Abby Kramer Mayou, 
executive director of Downtown 
Pittsfield Inc. 


Mayou this past week asked the 


parks commission for help in finding 


a permanent — and she hopes in- 


‘door — facility for teens who enjoy 


the sport of skateboarding... 


“This is kind of an important issue - 


to these kids,” she said. “They just 
want to skate.” Mayou said that city- 
sponsored Sunday afternoon skat- 
ing events have shown that most of 
the skateboarding teens are respon- 
sible and trustworthy. _ 
“They’rereally having a good time 
out there and eee haven't caused 


sn 
u 


Chairman Robert Smith said that, 
should a suitable site be found on 
park land, the board would like to 
accommodate the kids. 

“The key here is trying to find the 
rightspot,” Smithsaid. “I think, from 
what I’ve seen, these kids kind of 
police themselves. It’s kind of unfair 
because there’s a group of kids who 


don’t play baseball and don’t play 
football.” 

Board members suggested several 
possible spots, including the former 
Naval Reserve Center, land near 
Pittsfield High School, and former 
GE warehouses. Smith, in addition 
to offering support, urged Mayou to 
pursue the matter with city council-. 
ors and with other officials. 





® ® 3) 
festivities 
More than 400 people par- 
ticipated in the 52nd an- 
nual Family Day at Onota 
Lake yesterday. Sponsored 
by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee of the 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation, event included 
an ice fishing derby, skat- 
ing and sled races, ice 

sculpting, golf on ice, a 
horseshoes tournament and 
wagon and dog sled rides, 
Above, sled races get under 
way. At right are sled dogs 
trained by John Armata of 
Savoy. Turnout was much 
higher than it has been in 
recent years, a fact that 
organizers attributed to 
pleasant weather. 


Dorothy Amos Park on West Street is not currently available for use due to PCB conta 
_of several sites in the.city with environmental woes. . 
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April 20 at Springside Park 


PITTSFIELD — “Walk for the 


Earth,” the kickoff event for- 


Earth Week, will be celebrated 
at Springside Park on Sunday, 
April 20, from 11 to 3, rain or 
shine. 

Participants — who may be 
families, groups, clubs, co- 
workers or individuals — have 
been encouraged to solicit 
sponsors for their walk or to 
sponsor themselves. No contri- 
bution is too small, and pro- 
ceeds will held fund the pur- 
chase of park benches and tree 
identification tags, an an- 
nouncement from the organiz- 
ers said. 

Trails of several lengths will 
be marked in the 231-acre park. 
Participants are to meet at 
Springside House, 874 North St. 
The first 500 walkers will each 
receive a tree seedling. 

Those who do not wish to 
walk will find various free 
events on the lawn at Spring- 
side House. The Eagles Band 
will perform, and Smokey the 
Bear will entertain children. 

Projects made by students 
from the Reid Middle School 
science class will be on display, 
and composting and recycling 
information will be available 
from the Center for Ecological 
Technology. 


The main sponsor of the 
event is the Vincent J. Hebert 
Arboretum at Springside Park. 

Information or to volunteer 
help: Walk for the Earth chair- 
man Judy MacPherson, 655- 


i < | 
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| — “Walk for the Earthy’ planned : 


Burbank Park will enrich community 


The quality of a co 


can be measured by its 


its residents. 
ational space for its Sin money to refurbish 


Onota Lake, Pittsfield is 
step toward reclaiming one 
beautiful but long neglected 


nearly $500,000 in s 
Burbank Park along 
taking a significant 
of its most naturally 


mmunity, it can be argued, 


commitment to recre- 
With the award of 


ith cl the project in- 
ks. Combined with city funds, the 
lie building a boat ramp and fishing pier and 


rehabilitating beaches 


other improvements. 
pleted, Mayor-elect 


and a bathhouse, among 
Once the park 1s com- 


Gerald S. Doyle Jr. has 


ic] both of 
maintenance and policing, | 
eh waa fallen victim to overzealous Se pe 
Pittsfield is blessed with beautiful nae a: 
roundings. Allowing residents and tourists 


to enjoy the pleasures 
shoreline is surely an en 


of Onota Lake and its 
hancement of life here | 


that will enrich the community for many years. 


Amos park has lead problem 


PCBs aren’t the only hazard at closed West Street playground 


By Anthony Fyden 

Dangerous concentrations of lead 
have been found in soil at the Dor- 
othy Amos Park on West Street — 
soil already known to be contami- 
nated with PCBs. 

General Electric spokesman Rich- 
ard Gates on Monday said that soil 
testing at the park showed concen- 
trations oflead five times higherthan 
the government's safety threshold of 
300 parts per million. 

The discovery of lead, which is 
known to be a serious health hazard 
if ingested, complicates the park’s 
already ominous contamination pic- 


Park commissioner Clifford Nilan listens to an update on the closed Dorothy A 


ture. While the lead traces were dis- 
covered during a search for PCBs, it 
is likely that they are not related to 
GE operations. Before becoming a 
city park, the site was operated as a 
salvage yard. 

The West Street park was closed to 
the public and fenced off two weeks 
ago after high levels of PCBs, a pos- 
sible carcinogen, were found in the 
soil. It is believed that the chemical 
was released when GE transformers 
were recycled there. 

Gates on Monday told members of 
the parks commission that a clearer 
picture of the park’s contamination 


SS 


spokesmen Richard Gates and Steve Moore. 


status would emerge from a second 
round of testing now being ‘sched- 
uled. 

These tests, Gates said, would in- 
clude 15 to 18 borings to ascertain 
where contamination exists and how 
deep it lies in the soil. “It’s a pretty 
aggressive plan,” he said. 

The spokesman said that the infor- 
mation, which should be available in 
about 10 days, will be used to de- 
velop a “remediation” plan to clean 
the park. A timeline for park cleanup 
will not emerge until the “sample 
mode” is complete, Gates said. 
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PRAISE to organizers of the first Winterfest, to be held the afternoon | 
of Saturday, February 1 at Springside Park. The free event promises fun | 
outdoor activities, plus a great opportunity to get reacquainted with 
one of the city’s nicest public spaces. {- 2 3- ‘ fs: | 


Panel backs 


stadium site 


near BMC 


‘ 
~ 


Family Winterfest planned at Springside 
y Winterfest planned at Springside - 
' Springside Park will spring to life noon, led by Ken Gooch = : 
on Saturday, February 1 during the + Snow sculpture contest 
first annual Winterfest family day. —_ = Sliding (bring your own sleds) 
ee event is sponsored by the ° Old-fashioned tobogganing (to- 
_ Vincent J. Hebert Arboretum Com- boggans available) unteers are encouraged to bake cook- 


mittee, which is working to develo : 

} § P  °* Snow shoeing (instruction & ies fo 
eo a wooded area at the snowshoes available) pe vent 
park, 


to bring their ownsleds, skates, snow- sik 
shoes and cross country skis. 

Hot chocolate and cookies will be - 
served inside Springside House. Vol- 


In the event of rain or inclement. 


A range of free activitiesis planned 


from noon to 4 p.m. at the North sp 
_ Street site. 


Among the events will be: 


¢ A tree identification program at fo 


Pittsfield Bea 


_—__ 
— — 


° Skating (conditions permitting) | 


: Cross country skiing on trails 
ecially groomed by the Berkshire 


Snow Seekers Snowmobile Club. 
While equipment will be provided 
rmany activities, families are urged 


utiful to hold 


weather, the activities will beresched- 
uled for Sunday, February 2. — 

This first-ever event is partially 
funded by a grant to Pittsfield Beau- 
tiful from the DEM. and the-USDA 


Forest Service. / 3 / 5 7 


ee | 


Winterfest at 


PIEC SHIRE Dia: 
Beautiful has invited 
to attend the first 
sponsored by the 
Hebert Arboretum 
* ead Park 

-+- ON Satu 
noon to 4. eae 

ae event wi 
activities for fami] 
throughout the ae eee 
cluding tobogganing and les- 

“a in snowshoeing. Instruc- 
lon will be given by Gayle 
Tardiff-Raser from Pleasant 
Valley Sanctuary, and snow- 
_ Shoes will be Provided. Particj- 


Pants should regist 
Springside tscet Be ne 


If’ snow is sufficj 
client, partici- 
Pants may also Snow sculpture 


Audubon birthday 
to be marked at 
Springside Park 


el Springside Park 
the pubic 


in an area set asi 
tivity. Side for this ac- 


‘Winterfest, 
Vincent J. 
Committee, 
, 874 North 
b. 1, from 
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Sunday, Feb. 2, ne ‘ein a 
Groundhog Day, 

Assisting wit 
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ll“offer outdoor 
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eH 
Volunteers are ie 
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The event is fund 
a grant to Pittsfield “Beautiful 
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Easter Ege Hunt 
planned March 29 
PITTSFIELD —- The annual 
Easter Egg Hunt will be held 
Saturday, March 29, at the Boys 


and Girls Club on Melville 
Street. The hunt is co-sponsored 


by the Pittsfield Exchange Club, 
Pittsfield Boys and Girls Club 
and the Department of Com- 
munity Services/Parks & Rec- 


reation. 


Sunday morni 
Victor C. Capelli wil] present 


The hunt will start at 1 for 
boys and girls ages 2 and 3 in 
the gym, and boys and girls 
ages 6 and 7 at the ice rink. The 
second age group will start at 
1:45 with boys and girls ages 4 
and 5 in the gym and those ages 


10 slides of Aud 
ubon’s life-gi 
watercolors followed fe ee 


of warbler alon 
peat opie songs and galls will 
: 0 De presented. Twenty to 25 
ates Of warblers nest in the 

erkshires, with Springside 


8 and 9 at the ice rink. 


The event is open to Pittsfield 
children only in the age groups 
listed above. Prizes will be 
awarded in each age group for 
finding the green, blue, orange, 


yellow and purple egg. 


Children are required to bring 
their own bags or baskets. 
Those attending have been 


Friday, January 31, 1997 — BS 


‘Winter Carnival’s 


annual Family Day 
will be held Sunday 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department of Parks and Rec- 
reation will hold its annual 
Family Day on Sunday at Bur- 
bank Park, Onota Lake. 

The Frank Controy Pavilion 
will be headquarters for all ac- 
tivities, which will run from 
noon to 4, with the exception of 
the ice fishing derby, which will 
run from 7 to 3, with registra- 
tion from 7 to 11 a.m. Prizes will 
be awarded for first, second and 
third place for largest fish in 
each category for men, women, 
boys and girls. 

There will also be an overall 
grand prize awarded for the 
largest fish caught during the 
day. All fish should be brought 
to the pavilion for weighing and 
measuring by 3 p.m. There will 
be a $2 entry fee for adults. All 
Family Day events are free for 
children. 

Sliding and skating races will 
begin at 1 and 2 p.m. All chil- 
dren must be registered be- 
tween 11 am. and 12:30 p.m. 
Entry blanks must be signed by 
a parent or legal guardian of 
each child. Categories are: boys 


and girls under 6, 6 and 7, 8 to 
10, and 11 and 12. Children un- 
der 6 must be accompanied by 
an adult for sled races. 

All other activities will begin 
at noon, including golf on ice, 
sculpturing, the horseshoe 
tournament and kite flying. 

Prizes and trophies will be 
awarded for all events and all 
children entered will receive a 
free hot dog and hot chocolate. 


Wagon rides will be available 
throughout the afternoon along 
with free balloons, a _ bonfire, 
dog sled demonstrations by 
John Armata and a live broad- 
cast from Live 105 — WBEC. 


Family Day activities are 
sponsored by the’ Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department of Parks and Rec- 
reation as part of the 52nd an- 
nual Winter Carnival. 


Access to the event must be 
made exclusively via the Lake- 
way Drive entrance to Burbank 
Park off Valentine Road. 

Information: David Melle at 
684-3050 or the Department of 
Parks and Recreation at 499- 
9343. 
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By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — If a new sta- 
dium is to be built in Pittsfield, 
it will happen on a parcel of 
land between North and Wah- 
conah streets and Kent Avenue, 
near Berkshire Medical Center. 


That was the reeommendation’: 


of the city’s stadium site com- 
mittee, a working group con- 
vened by Mayor Edward M. 
Reilly to find a home for a new 
4,500-seat stadium to be used by 
the Pittsfield’ Mets and _ local 
sports teams. The projected 
price. tag of a stadium at that 
site is $16.5 million, and con- 
sultants have called on the city 
to put up $3.3 million of that 
cost. 

- While the consulting firm Ar- 
rowstreet Ltd. of Somerville 
completes the final report, 
Reilly is working on lining up 
potential financing. As reported 
last week, he will submit a final 
site and financing package to 
the City Council for approval at 
the council’s Oct. 14 meeting. 


Land acquisitions 


Much of the property needed 
for the site is owned by BMC. 
Other properties on Wahconah 
Street, North Street and Kent 
Avenue would have to be ac- 
quired, either by the city or the 
hospital. | 

In addition, in return for the 


property, the city would close 
off North Street at a realigned 
corner of Wahconah, North and 
Tyler streets, giving BMC a 
contiguous campus and more 
parking. 

The North/Wahconah site was 
deemed best because of its 
closeness to downtown, to 
transportation and to parking, 
and its potential to spur renewal 
of the surrounding neighbor- 
hood. The field would be 
aligned so that home plate 
could be seen from the corner of 
North and Wahconah. 

According to the consultants, 
it would take between 28 and 32 
months to build and complete 
the stadium. A number of po- 
tential state and federal funding 
sources, including transporta- 
tion enhancement and urban 
development grants, have been 
identified as possible sources. - 

Originally, the consultants 
had favored using the Pittsfield 
Common on First Street as a 
site for a new stadium. But the 
proximity of the Central Annex 
apartments for the elderly, and 
the proposed altering of a city 
park, made the Common plan 
unpalatable to committee 
_-members. | 

The siting and finance com- 
mittees met jointly on Sept. 18 
to make their final “Ol So 


dations. oe 
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a Stadium from Al 


At the same time, however, 


30199 


million to fix it so that it com- 


members of the finance com- 
mittee voiced concern about the 
city’s ability to put together a 
package of state, federal and 
private monies, along with $3.3 
million in city funds, to pay for 


the new facility. 


Renovation option 


According to Robert S. Mel- 
lace, the city’s director of 
community services and the 
Reilly administration’s point 


mah on the stadium project, the 
committee also said it would 
like renovation or reconstruc- 
tion of 78-year-old Wahconah 
Park explored in more detail. 
“Members felt it should remain 
a strong option,’ Mellace said. 
“Ideally we will be able to fund 
a new stadium, but the feeling 
is if we can’t, the finance com- 


plies with minor league baseball 
requirements — which it cur- 
rently does not. 
However, the consultants’ 
preliminary report warns that 
retooling Wahconah isn’t the 
best option available to the city. 
“The least-cost options, fixing 
up Wahconah, Park, leave .the . 
city with a facility with serious 
problems,” the report states. 
“For $3 million, the city will 
be able to have a stadium of the 
same quality as the other op- 
tions, but the ball field will re- 
main as is, both in condition 
and orientation,’ the report 
says. “The least-cost option, $2.3 
million [for a partial makeover 
of Wahconah], is also one where 
the ball field problems would ° 
remain and the resulting plant 
would be of lesser quality, such 


Park one of their ef) ts. ; 
ol 47 


mittee felt renovating should be 
a viable option.” 

The consultants estimated it 
would takeg$11.7 million to re- 
build Wahconah Park, or $9.6 


asked to use the front entrance | 
of the Boys & Girls Club. | 
_ Information: The Department * 
of Parks & Recreation at 499- 


we 3b 171 


as having 2,000 more bleacher “. 
seats, no skyboxes [for their 
revenue], smaller vending facil- 
ities and lesser maintenance 


facilities.” 7/30 ]| T1. 


- 


— 
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| Environmental problems multiply at Dorothy Amos Park 


Scapin said that kids playing basket- 
Gates said that itcouldbe possible ball on one side of a fence while 
West Street. In fact, theareaclosestto to open the portion of the park in remediation took place on the other 
the basketball courts atthesouthend which the basketball court is located side would not be desirable.” People | 
~ ofthe parkshowed virtuallyno PCBs. while fencing off the remainder of are really scared out there,” he said. 


PCBs were found at the farend ofthe is particularly popular . 


continued from page 1 
narrow park—the side furthest from 


“ All I can tell you is. we'll do it as 
quickly as we possibly can do it,” he 

. said. “It’s basically driven by what 
else we find and how deep it is.” 
Gates and GE spokesman Steve 

_ Moore for the first 4ime detailed 
where PCB levels were locatedinthe P 

first round of testing. 


- New testing will also include at the park. This, Gates added, would Moore assured the commissioners 
least five properties which abut the becontingent uponthesecondround that, in addition to addressing PCB 
ark, Gates said. | of testing confirming safe levels in contamination on residential prop- 
Dorothy Amos Park has been thesoil onthe park's southernendas erties, cleaning the park would be a 
| , f environmen- high priority. 
: detail popular playground in recent years well as department o ; : gs 

i aes eee Senate for kids and adults. Its basketball tal protection approval. There's no question this is at the | 

- where lead tra , ithlights for nighttime play, But park commissioner Richard top of e/a a q ~ | oy S | | | 
‘ Siig | S As he prepares to leave office, Mayor Edward Reilly can reflect on 

three terms as he looks toward the future. The mayor is shown here 
with director of community services Robert Mellace, Mayor-Elect 


Gerald Doyle, Jr. and Attorney General Scott Harshbarger. 


showed that the highest levels of court, wl 
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BEES toms: 


“She’s a pro,” Brittany’s 
mother, Becky, said. of her 
daughter. 

The family fared well at the 
annual hunt, which is sponsored 
by the Pittsfield Exchange Club, 
the Boys’ and Girls’ Club, and 
the Department of Community 
Services/Parks and Recreation. 


By the end of the hourlong 


event, Brittany’s 5-year-old sis- 
ter, Morgan, had scooped up a 


“prize egg,” one of five wooden 


eggs to be found on the floor by 
participants in each of the 
hunt’s four age categories. Re- 
demption of a prize egg entitles 
the bearer to a large Easter 
basket filled with treats and a 
stuffed toy bunny. 

And, promising the continua- 
tion of a family tradition after 
her sisters have surpassed the 
competition’s upper age limit of 
9, 2-year-old Courtney Daley 
emerged from. a swarming fray 
of toddlers with eight eggs. 

About 1,000 children partici- 
pated in the hunt this year, said 
Sue Dassat, a member of the 
Exchange Club. 

Dassat and Marchesi, who 
said that this is his 40th year 


Ages 2 and 3: Zach Frye, Tamara Beals, 
Emily Fitzgerald, Nicole Nichols and Robert 
Donnelly. 

Ages 4 and 5: Merlin Losaw, Victoria 
Hunt, Shaun McGuigan and Morgan ‘Daley. 

Ages 6 and 7: Kirt Goines, Christopher 
Ferriter, Jeffrey Andrews, Joshua Pinard 
and Mitchell Forfa. 


Ages 8 and 9: Mark Van Bramer, Shan- 
non Perrault, Rosie Dadak, William Fortina 
and Crystal Murphy. 


Trick or treat, 
parade, tree 
lighting set 


Mark your calendars — the City 
of Pittsfield has scheduled holiday 
events for coming months. | 

Trick or treat will be held on 
Thursday, October 30 from 5:30 to. 
7 p.m. Z 
The Halloween parade will take 
place downtown on Friday, Octo- 
ber 31 at 7 p.m. 

A Park Square Christmas Tree 
lighting ceremony will be held 
Thursday, December 4 at 7 p.m. 
followed by a musical program. 

First Night is scheduled for 


Photos by Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff presiding over the event, re- 


: pe | ee | | ; called past E 
Little hands reach for prized eggs yesterday at the annual city children’s Easter Egg Hunt at the Pitt field. Boys Eee 10,000 se) Sa oe eee 
and Girls’ Club. Below, Kirt Goines II, center, chases after a special purple egg with bag in hand. 3, ; IS x ited. This year, 2,000 eggs were 


: bg ! prepared by Exchange Club 
. kids S cramble members assisted by Senior 
for Easter eggs 


Leaders club members from the 
city’s high schools. 

By D.R. Bahlman 

Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Wednesday, December 31. 

* Anorganizational meeting for 
groups interested in participating 
in the Halloween Parade is sched- 


uled for Friday, September 26 at 7 | 
p.m. at Springside House | 


, Pittsfield sets date 


for Trick-or-Treat 


PITTSFIELD — The Board of 
Park Commissioners has an- 
nounced that Trick-or-Treat 
night will take place in Pitts- 
field on Thursday, Oct. 30 , from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. Children should 
be accompanied by adults. 

Also, the Halloween Parade 
will be held on Fryday, i¢ rid Dae 


Q") 


The egg-preparation task was 
more laborious this year be- 
cause the plastic eggs would not 
remain closed after the installa- 
os : - , she _ tion of the jelly beans. Each egg 
PITTSFIELD — Clutching the handle of a — y= ee a ar Se pre ee 
plastic bag in her small fist, 6-year-old Brittany Ce _— ° . Another Easter egg hunt vet- 


° 7 B 9 
Daley surveyed the gymnasium at the Boys eran, 6-year-old Kirt Goines II 


and Girls’ Club yesterday afternoon. ) , Le [ae sé f’:=«~Pittsfield, emerged trium- 


A veteran competitor in the city’s annual 

Easter Egg Hunt, Brittany had settled on a 
strategy: Target a single plastic egg from 
among the 500 scattered over the gym floor and 
make a beeline for it. 
_ In the split second following master of cer- . 
emonies John C. Marchesi’s utterance of the 
word “go,” Brittany — and scores of other ex- 
uberant 5-and 6-year-olds, bolted from the 
sidelines. | 

When the thunderous tumult had subsided 
minutes later, Brittany returned in possession 
of her quarry: a single jelly bean-filled egg. 
Mission accomplished. 


phant for a second consecutive 
year, said his father Kirt. 

“He found a prize egg on the 
ice rink last year, which I didn’t | ; 
think he’d be able to do because. oF sed 
of the white background,” the 
elder Goines said. 

The winners are: 


Parks and Recreation 


sets meeting for Oct. 17 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation 
will hold its second organiza- 
tional meeting on Friday at 7 
p.m. at the Springside House, 
874 North St. 

Attendance is requested for 
those organizations interested 
in entering a float, band or 
marching unit in the annual 
Halloween Parade. The parade 
will be held re tt 31, at 7 

/ 


p.m. (Ss) b | 


— 


Cops to‘ patrol 
city neighborhoods 


for trick-or-treat 


PITTSFIELD — Police plan 
“high visibility patrols” by offi- 


joJaa)ay 
Girls Inc. to hold cers on bicycles during the 
| city’s annual trick-or-treat night 


Halloween events 64. 30. 


PITTSFIELD — Girl About 10 officers, riding in 
rated of Pittsfield sae see Das eth hey eas 
annual Halloween part "Tu Ss ee a 
aa Gene P y es- which runs from 5:30 to 7 p.m., 
rhe fae oa nea to 8 p.m. said Sgt. Michael Case. 
Gardena tions with the ‘We'll be there to keep it safe 
AS Ra Ecchi gymnasium, and to provide assurance to 

There will yg evade parents and children,” he said. 
for the funniest Te. ase bictlortag tadehan plore Bete 
original, and most like H - Ses of gaieeeapi Walter 
cae seh activities will iain: a. foo. sy et 
thai Pegs iictaehiie ogee Police Chief Anthony J. Riello 
a haunted house ested be “ie has endorsed the patrols, aaa 
pre-teen and teen groups at the _ Re ee ene Te aa | 
center. We a ie [ ae 

Refreshments will be served | ea ik 
following the festivities, made _ 
by the Girls Incorporated senior 
program. 

The Pittsfield Department of 
Parks and Recreation are co- 
sponsors of this year’s event 
which is open to the public. ‘ 

__ The party is for children in 
kindergarten through grade 
seven. Tickets are $1. each and 
should be purchased in advance \ 
as space is limited. Information: 
Girls Incorporated at 442-5174. 


——— ee 
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Detours 
planned 
during 
parade 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield | 
Police Department has an- 
nounced that for the safety of 
the Halloween Parade partici- 
pants, all traffic on East Street, 
from the corner of First and 
Kast to Fourth and Elm streets, 
will shut down early Friday 
evening. 

No traffic will be allowed to 
travel northbound from East 
Housatonic Street on Wendell, 
Bartlett, Pomeroy or Appleton 
avenues. No southbound traffic © 
will be allowed from Fenn 
Street onto Second or Willis 
streets. This will be in effect at 


6 p.m. 

East Street between First and 
Appleton Avenue will be the 
staging area for the parade. 

The line of march of the pa- 
rade will be west on Fast Street 
to North Street; North on North 
Street in the northbound lane to 
Wahconah Street; North on 
Wahconah Street to Wahconah 
Park’s main entrance. 

Marching units will go into | 
the park, motorized units will 
continue north on Wahconah — 
Street and stop far north of the 
park entrance to off-load. 

At 6:45 p.m., all northbound — 
traffic on South Street will be’ 
diverted east or west on Hous- 
atonic streets; there will be no 
rotary traffic around Park 
Square from North Street 0: 
East Street. All traffic will be 
routed south on South Street 
There will be no northboun< 
traffic, from Park Square tc 
Maplewood Avenue and no 
traffic in either direction al- 
lowed from North and Maple- 
wood to North and Tyler. Nor 
upon Wahconah from the 600 
block of North Street to Dower 
Square on Wahconah Street. 

No parking will be allowed on 
the north side of East Street. 
The east side of North Street 
from Park Square to BMC, or 
Wahconah Street from BMC to 
Briggs Avenue both side after 6 


p.m. 
The parade will tart at 7 p.m. 


Santa and elves making 


personal phone calls 


The Department of Community 
- Services/ Parks’ & Recreation will 
conduct its 16th annual North Pole 
Calling Program on Monday and 
Tuesday from 4:30-7 p.m. 

Volunteer Santas and operators 
willagain be making personal phone 
calls to Pittsfield children. 

Information sheets have been sent 
home with children in kindergarten 
and grades 1 & 2. 

Formsare also available at the Rec- 
reation Office, 874 North Street and 
are to be returned by Friday, Decem- 
ber 12. 

In 1996 more than 400 children 


were called by Santa aay Py Ae l 


(O/L At te 


5ord Halloween 
Parade slated 


for Friday night 


in Pittsfield 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 53rd an- 
nual Halloween Parade will step off at 
7 p.m. Friday. 

Organizers said that marching units 
will line up on the south side of Kast 
Street facing Park Square no later 
than 6:30; floats and vehicles are to 
line up on the north side of the street 
facing Park Square no later than 6:30. 

The line of march for this year’s pa- 
rade consists of 16 floats and vehicles, 
three marching bands and 13 schools 
and marching units. The parade begins 
on: East Street and passes through 
Park Square onto North Street, where 
the reviewing stand is situated. It ends 
on Wahconah Street. 

Some detours will be enforced to 
ensure the safety of parade partici- 
pants. Details appear on Page B4. 


Prizes to be awarded 


Judges will award three prizes to 
floats and three prizes to bands; first 
prize is $150, second is $125 and third 
is $100. 

In addition, 29 individual gift certif- 
icates will be presented to children 
marching in the parade. 


Selection. of award winners will be 
made prior to the parade by judges 
stationed in the lineup area. Costume 
award winners will be given ribbons to 
wear on their costumes. 


Prizes can be redeemed with the 
back - portions of the ribbons at the 
Department of Parks and Recreation, 
974 North St., which sponsors the pa- 


rade in conjunction with the city’s - 


Department of Community Services. 
The line of march follows. 
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Section | -—— Comer of First and East 
streets to Bartlett Avenue: 

1. Pittsfield Police cruiser 

9 Parks & Recreation De- 
partment vehicle 

3 VFW Post 448 Color Guard 

4 Halloween Parade Grand 
Marshal Sheriff Carmen C. 
Massimiano 

5 Berkshire County House of 
Correction float and marchers 

6. Pittsfield Fire Truck and 
Sparky 

7. Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
Queen. 


Section II — Bartlett Avenue 

to Pomeroy Avenue: 

8. Eagles Band 

9 Allendale School float 
10. Allendale School marchers 
11. WUPE van 
12. Crosby School float 
13. Crosby School marchers . 
14. Stearns School Float 15. 
Stearns School marchers 


Section III — Pomeroy Ave- 
nue to Pittsfield High School 
driveway: 

16. Pittsfield High School Band 
17. Pittsfield High School Color 
Guard 

18. Pittsfield High School 
Cheerleaders 

19. Egremont School float 

20. Egremont School Marchers 
21. School bus — handicapped 
children 

22. COLT marchers 

93. Williams School float 

94. Williams School marchers 


Section IV — Pittsfield High 
School driveway to Appleton 
Avenue: 

95. Taconic High School Band 
26. WBEC van 

28. K.B Toys float 

29. K.B Toys marchers : 
30. Morningside School march- 
ers 

31. Inner City Hot Steppers 


29. Pittsfield Polige,cruiger 
ee 1N SRD 


Uplifting 
experiences 


Two traditional elements 
_of downtown Pittsfield’s 
“holiday decor are put in 
‘place yesterday at Park 
'. Square. Above, a crew 
from Callahan Sign Co. 
installs wreath at the 
main office of Berkshire 
- Bank, while at right, 
Thomas Grizey of the _ 
Emergency Management 
Agency works with other 
 yolunteers to connect 
cables to the city 
Christmas tree, a 35-foot- 
high spruce donated by 
Charles and Patricia 
Kirk of 8 Spencer St., 
Pittsfield. 


ah Holiday calling program 


scheduled Dee. 15-16 — 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services/ 
Parks and Recreation will con- 
duct its 16th annual North Pole 
Calling Program on Monday, 
Dec. 15, and Tuesday, Dec. 16, 
from 4:30 to 7. 

Volunteer Santas and opera- 
tors will again be making per- 
sonal phone calls to Pittsfield 
children only. 

Information sheets have been 
sent home with children in 
Kindergarten and Grades 1 and 
2. Forms are also available at 
the Recreation Office, 874 North 
St., and are to be returned by 
Friday, Dec. 12. 

In 1996, more than 400 chi 


aa 
dren were called by Santa. . f 
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Parks board supp 


A proposed skateboard park on 
Appleton Avenue earned backing 
from the park commission on Mon- 
day. 

At-large city councilor Peter Arlos 
told commissioners that a Scituate 
construction firm could install pre- 
fabricated equipment on a 5,000 
square foot lot near Pittsfield High 
School, with a possible pricetag of 
less than $10,000. 

The abundance of teenage skaters 
in the city make the park a necessity, 
Arlos believes. 

The skaters, with no designated 
area for their sport, damage sites such 
as the PHS tennis courts which were 
not designed for skating, he added. 
“Tt’s a tremendous public safety and 
nuisance issue in Pittsfield,” he said. 
“ [Skaters] are driving out all the eld- 
erly people. Here we have an oppor- 
tunity to deal withthis problem, then 
we can do the enforcement.” 

Arlos pointed out that the fenced 
property adjacent to Pittsfield High 
School has gone unused since being 
purchased by the city several years 
ago. “Now we ought to put that to 
use,” he said. 


Park Square 
Christmas tree 
to be lit Friday 


PITTSFIELD — The 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony in Park Square 
will be next Friday at 7 
p.m. 

The event, sponsored by 
the Department of Com- 
munity Services/Parks and 
Recreation, will include 
the Salvation Army song- 
sters under the direction 
of Kristen Brookman, who 
will also lead the commu- 
nity singing. 

This year, a 35-foot blue 
spruce was donated by 
Charles and Patricia Kirk. 
Petriceca Construction 
Company provided the 
crane to place the tree in 
Park Square under the di- 
rection: of Anthony Stra- 
cuzzi, park foreman, and 
Thomas Grizey, director of 
the city’s Emergency 
Management Agency. 

Also, Nina Asci donated 
two 10-foot Christmas 
trees for Park Square in 
memory of her husband, 
Freddie Asci. 

The Christmas tree will 
be decorated “iy and 


his staff. | 3 & 5 


Carl Smith of the Berkshire Pre- 
vention Alliance said that teen skat- 
ers have an undeserved reputation 
as troublemakers. “These kids in 
Pittsfield definitely need and deserve 
a place to skate,” he said. “It is time 
for somebody to stand up and give 
these kids someplace to skate.” 

Board chairman Robert Smith said 
that the commission has long sup- 


ported the concept of a skateboard. 


park and Appleton Avenue site had 
been discussed by the board before. 

“T just want you to know this com- 
mission is behind this 100 percent,” 
he said. | 

Arlos asked that director of com- 
munity services Robert Mellace de- 
velop a preliminary design for con- 
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No public funds for stadiums 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Councilor Peter Arlos, the 
most outspoken critic of a pub- 
| licly-funded sports stadium in 

Pittsfield, has a lot of evidence 
to support his view. In the No- 
vember “Readers Digest,” an 
article called “The Stadium 
Shell Game” reinforced the Ar- 
los view against using taxpay- 
ers’ money for sports stadiums. 


The article claimed that 80 
percent of Americans oppose 
publicly financed stadiums for 

| professional sports. The money 
earned because of new stadiums 
rarely goes back to the com- 

| munity, it has been found. In- 
stead, the money goes to the 
multimillionaire team owners, 
and [in the case of. major pro 
sports] to the players. 

The sad fact about this rush 
to enrich owners and players at 
taxpayer expense is that com- 

| munities pushing to spend 
money on stadiums have many 
other needs which should be 


orts skateboard idea 


sideration by representatives of the 
construction company. A meeting 
could be scheduled as early as next 
week. 

Carl Smith suggested that teen 
skaters be involved inthe design pro- 
cess. “You need to get some of these 
youth involved in telling you how 
they would likeit designed,” he said. 
“These kids have some good ideas.” 

Vincent Marinaro of the Catholic 
Youth Center and Deborah Sadowy 


of the YMCA said they would work 


with Carl Smith to develop a repre- 
sentative panel of teens for the project. 
The city also plans to builda street 
hockey rink specifically for in-line 
skaters at Crane Park on Springside 
Avenue. jie ] iy as 


attended to. We might well be 
describing Pittsfield which 
could certainly use the millions 
that would go into this con- 
struction to bring real jobs to 
the area. aes 

Recently the voters in Pitts- 
burgh and Minneapolis turned 
thumbs down on pro-stadium 
spending. Their actions under- © 
score the wisdom of Pittsfield 
voters who also said no to city ~ 
funding for 2 stadium. If the 
business people and sports 
promoters see Pittsfield as a 
good site for a stadium, why 
don’t they come up with the 
money? 

CHANDONNET PELLETIER | 


Pittsfield, Nov. 27, ai 
is ie ma 


Clapp Park will get 
lights for winter ~ 


West Housatonic Street’s Clapp 
Park — already a popular site for 
_ sledding — could become a winter 
wonderland, says city councilor-elect 
Rick Scapin. - | 
The ward 5 councilor-elect on 
Monday wonsupport from the city’s 
_ park commission to have two light 
poles installed on the west side of the 
park. 

The lights will enhance the park’s 

wintertime appeal, Scapin believes. 
~ He said that “the fire department is 
| willing” to flood a section of the park 
_ for skating. 

“That park’s getting a lot of use in 
the wintertime,” he said. “Ijust think 
[the lights are] something that’s an 
asset to our park.” | 

Scapin would also like to see a 

_ storage shed on the site converted to 
a “warming house” for chilly park 
patrons. School groups could sell hot 
_ chocolate from the shed, he added. 
The evening skating, sledding and 
socializing could “make it like the 
old days,” Scapin said. 
The lights will be leased from the ~ 
_ electric company at a co 


_ $30 per month. Jw is Pas 
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Spooky fun 


A crowd estimated at some 10,000 lined downtown streets this past Friday for the annual Halloween 
Parade. Blessed with unseasonably warm weather, the kid-friendly event featured hundreds of 


costumed marchers, local bands and clever floats created by schools and other organizations. 


—— 


Grant sought for Silver Lake project 


_A $10,000 grant could be the first 


step in revitalizing Silver Lake, says’ 


city councilor Peter Arlos. 

The city’s park commission on 
Monday agreed to pursue a grant 
from the state’s Lakes & Ponds pro- 
gram which could be used to de- 
velop a renewal plan for the severely 
polluted center city lake. 

Arlos believes that once a plan is 
developed, General Electric, which 
is responsible for contaminating the 
lake, will step in to fund the project. 

“We have a rare opportunity,” 
Arlos said.“ We’llbe able to get GE to 
underwrite this. They can’t escape 


this one.” 

Arlos said ‘that, unlike other con- 
tamination issues in the city, Silver 
Lake represents an unambiguous 
symbol. of GE pollution. He noted 
that the lake has on more than one 
occasion caught fire and that toxic 
chemicals have at times prevented 
the lake from freezing during winter. 

The revitalized lake site could in- 
clude picnic sites, ajogging trackand 
facilities for boating, Arlos said. The 
site would also honor three men who 
died in a General Electric plant ex- 
plosion that occurred on,April 24, 


1957. | Joo J{ 47 


Arloscalled Albert Kosche, Charles 


Gomes and Floyd L. Sherman “the- 
real casualties of the GE PCB prob-. 


uw 


lem. 
“Part of our plan will be that we 


have asmall memorial for those three’ 


individuals,” Arlos said. 
Director of Community Services 
Robert Mellace said that he has al- 


ready begun assembling information 


for the grant proposal. Mellace said 


the grant will be submitted before 


the January 29 deadline. | 

The city last year won a similar 
state grant to develop a plan to revi- 
talize Goodrich Pond. 


The 16th annual North Pole Calling Stevan Lae i glage 
Monday and yesterday. Above, 
ner calls from the ground floor of Berkshire Bank to let a 
child know his Christmas present wish will come true. 
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forest man naeen en actices,». shed’ 
‘not economies, “should.<be the.“ w rming: 
“basis, for tree SCUEIIAG Mente a a 

VAS forest is 


e’ the city needs to pre- A 


are fer “the future,” said Ed 

snham of New England Wood- 

nd**Management, the firm 
to study the park’s 
greenery. 

Denham said that most of the 
park’s trees will reach maturity 
at approximately the same time; 
he suggested eliminating some 
of them to allow others to grow. 

“If you are planning on any 
type of trail system, you have to 
deal with [the trees] now,” 
Denham said. He added that 


time scale hew $s 
garden, you have 
est. Once you pian 


- you don’t thin f em ‘Cc 
you don’t grow? eek 8 
You want to gro 


forest.” it 
it iSpmniisstouet Rie ar 
Stapin expressed interes 


park’s current trails need im- 


provement because the soil on 
them is so compacted that it 
will not absorb enough water. 


Waterfront trees in trouble 


Also, said Denham, the health © 
of trees near the waterfront is 
d beeat 


southern afte tes of the Sark 
be removed because trees have 
fallen on it. 

Furthermore, Deabah said, 
only 10 percent of the park is 
being used. 

Robert Lear, a representative 
of the state Department of En- 
vironmental Management, said 
that thinning some of the trees 
will not only help ensure the 
park’s future, but could also 
bring in revenue. Lear said that 
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eekends, saidsScapin. 
“ad eemaission: also learned 
that the city will not receive a 
ot 000 state grant to assist the 
‘Square beautification 
me pe for which local Tune 
of stout $110, 00 is available. . 
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Over 400 children in kindergarten through second grade 

were called by Santas. The event was sponsored by the 
Department of Community Services and the Parks and 
Recreation Department. 





Skateboarders attended Monday's park co 
Scott Rocheleau, Rickardo Gallagher, Eddie Casella, Jay Shea, Dennis Shea & Rob Markwith. 


Parks board endorses skateboard idea 


The city’s park commission on 
Monday endorsed two possible loca- 
tions for a skateboard park: a vacant 
Appleton Avenue lot behind 
Pittsfield High School and a section 
of the tennis court complex on the 
corner of Appleton and East streets. 

The vote responded to a petition 
from city councilor Peter Arlos, who 
argued that the board should have 
supported only the vacant site, which 
is city owned and has not been used 
in years. 

Arlos said that the tennis court 
location would place skateboarders 
in conflict with tennis players and 
with other residents. “That's an ab- 
surdity to even think of that,” Arlos 
said. “You cannot mingle the young 
kids and congest them there.” 

Park commissioners, while voic- 
ing support for a skateboard site, 
said that they don’t control éither 
property and that their vote repre- 
sents ashow of support for the project 
rather than official clearance. City 
assessors documents state the “cur- 
rent owner” is the city of Pittsfield 
school department. 

“I think we have to look at who 
legally owns this park—it says school 
department right here,” said Rick 


Scapin, a park commissioner and 
ward 5 city councilor-elect. “Asacity 
councilor this is my responsibility to 
bring this up.” 

Arlos responded angrily, suggest- 
ing that an important project will get 
lost in bureaucracy. “It’s the same 
thing over and over,” Arlos said. 
“Why don’t youjust forget about it?” 

-Atone point, board chairman Rob- 
ert Smith threatened to eject Arlos 
from the meeting if he continued to 
speak out of turn. “One more time 
and you're out of here,” Smith said. 

The at-large councilor said that it 
was commissioners who were out of 
line. “It’smy proposal,” hesaid.” You 
should show me some decency and 
some respect.” 

Arlos earlier this fall revived the 
concept of a downtown skateboard 
park in response to growing num- 
bers of teenagers using city side- 
walks, parking lots and other sites in 
which to skate. 

Skaters’ use of the PHS tennis 
courts particularly irked Arlos, who 
said that the teens had caused more 
than $20,000 in damage by. misusing 
the facility. : 

Arlos has also received numerous 
complaints from residents who say 


‘that the skaters intimidate them. In 


November, city officials met with a 
representative of a Scituate concrete 
firm who said that his company could 
install prefabricated skateboarding 
equipment in virtually any site the 
city chose. 

The Appleton Avenue lot would 
be ideal, Arlos believes. It offers a 
central, visible location that is some- 
what separated from other facilities. 
“It’s ashowoff sport,” Arlos said. “It 
has to be in the center of the city; 
these kids don’t have cars.” 

Smith pointed out that the park 
commission has consistently sup- 
ported building a skateboard park. 
The chairman said that the sport is 
“just as important as baseball and 
football” to many city teens. 

Teen perspective 

The board also heard from some 
local skateboarders. Eddie Casella 
said that a designated park would 
solve a lot of problems. “If you gave 
us a park to skate in, we wouldn't 
bother anybody,” he said. “No con- 
flicts are going to happen.” 

Park commissioner Cliff Nilan said 
that the board's vote “begins the pro- 
cess” while leaving the final siting 
decision to other city officials. 


and slidin’ 


at Clapp 


The hill at Clapp Park in 
Pittsfield, usually a ha- 
ven for sledders, was a 
sheet of ice yesterday. 
And it made for some 
predictable follies, as 
these photos would at- 
test. Above, one young 
enthusiast tries the low- 
to-the-ground crawl 
method up the hill. At 
right, dad takes a tumble 
after a failed ascent, 
while another puts his 
caboose high in the air 
for some needed balance. 
Below, dad lends a help- 
ing hand. In 30 minutes 


Sas 


Funds awarded for Burbank project 


time, the hill was clear of ; ee 


% 


The city reeled in nearly one half matched with funds fro | Ut S 


million dollars for Onota Lake thi 


week, securing a grant to revitalize 
Burbank Park. 


More thanone dozen city and state 
Officials, as well as environmental 
advocates, gathered at the park to 
celebrate the award, which has been 
expected for several months. 


improve roadways and walkways, 
‘parking areas and landscaping. 
These improvements are part of a 
long-term plan to overhaul the park. 
The grant, which the city has pur- 
sued in the past, will be partially 


S capital budget. 


State Secretary of Environmental 
Affairs Trudy Coxe said the city’s 
detailed plan made a difference in 
the competitive grant process. 


“The application wasa very strong 
one,” she said. | 


park improvement plan, including fis 
city councilor Joe Guzzo, whom she ha 


called “one of the heroes” 
project. 


el 


urbank Park,” Guzzo said. “It is a 
good start but it is only the first part 
ofabig plananda big vision.” 

Several officials reminisced about 
spending ‘time at the 130-acre park, 
including state senator Andrea 
Nuciforo, Jr., who said he’s lost ex- 
pensive fishing lures in the lake over 
the years. The senator joked that the 
plan should be call the: “Andrea 
Nuciforo lure reclamation project.” 
Mayor Edward Reilly topped that 
h story by saying that, as a boy, he 
d once miscast an entire fishing 


all who appear on this 
page. 


Photos by 
Joel Librizzi 





Lights on! 


Some 19,000 light bulbs illumi- 
nate the Christmas tree at Park 
Square in Pittsfield, which was 
lit up last night at a ceremony 
that featured carols led by 
Kristen Brookman and other 
singers from the Salvation 
Army. Singing at right are 
Molly, Mary and Timmy Walsh. 


Photos by Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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of ballpark. 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — If a new multiuse dowit 


Doyle *?\ 
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S 
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town stadium won’t happen, maybe a re- 


furbished Wahconah Park will. 


That’s what Mayor-elect Gerald S. Doyle | 
Jr. is saying in the wake of a meeting last 
week with Speaker of the House Thomas 
Finneran, D-Mattapan. After; broaching the 
topic of state funds for the proposed $16.5 
million stadium at the corner of North and. 
Wahconah streets, Doyle suggested the city 
might want to instead pursue between $3 
million and $4 million in historic preserva- 
tion grants to improve 79-year-old Wah- 


conah Park. 


“T think the outlook is not bright [for new 
stadium money], but along the lines of his- 
toric grants for an existing facility, we could... 
have something worked out in a short pe-_ 


riod of time,” Doyle said. He added he. 


would relate the details of the conversation 
to the Pittsfield Mets shortly after he takes 


office, on Jan. 5. 


Mets General Manager Rick Murphy said. 
he didn’t know the details of Doyle’s con-_ 
versation with Finneran, and therefore 


couldn’t comment. 
Jan. 15 deadline 


mr 


ver 


If the city can ‘come up with the money for- 
a new stadium by Jan. 15, the Mets will en-” 


ter into negotiations to play in the new fa- 


cility for 10 years. If that is not the case, the: 
team is free to do as it chooses after the” 


1998 season. 


Doyle, members of the City Council and« 
several City Hall department heads includ- 
ing William L. Forestell, Kathleen Alexan- 
der and David Kiley met with Finneran in a 
meeting that touched on several city topics, 
including the General Electric brownfields 
pilot proposal, the Colonial Theater and the 
planned expansion of courthouse facilities 


downtown. 


The meeting was set up by Rep. Peter J. 
Larkin, D-Pittsfield, who has been a close 


ally of Finneran for some time. 


Doyle explained that he told Finneran the 
city needs a new multiuse stadium down- 


STADIUM, continued on A5 


Rick Scapin lobbies for ‘warming h 


A Clapp Park“ warming hut” won no money is available in the parks 
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town, for the long-term use of 


the Pittsfield Mets and as a 
community sports and event 
center. Doyle also said he noted 
how other communities, like 
Lowell and Springfield, have 
indirectly received monies to 
build or improve facilities used 
for minor league sports. 

But cognizant of Finneran’s 
opposition to using state money 


for sports teams — even the 


Red Sox have been unable to 
convince him to make an ex- 
ception — Doyle raised the op- 


tion of historic preservation of © 


Wahconah Park, which, except 


for the 1950 grandstand, has 


changed little since the Pitts- 
field Hillies took the field in 
1919. 

“Basically, what I did was I 
asked him if we applied prop- 
erly, we would be interested in 
three or four million in historic 
preservation grants,” Doyle 
said. “We know full well his 
opinion on spending money on 
ballparks.” 

A renovated Wahconah Park 
would serve the same needs as 
the new stadium in Doyle’s vi- 
sion — a city-owned, all-sports 
facility that could be used for 
concerts and special events. A 
number of city residents and 


ut’ at Clapp Park - 


to chilly park patrons. J 4. ( 5 


_/ (some elected leaders have sal 
* ‘they would prefer a rebul 


Wahconah to a new stadiu 
and those living in the ar 
have told their councilors th 
are comfortable with the park 
their back yards. Guat 
“He was receptive. It was d 
enlightening conversation 
Doyle said of his time ll 
Finneran, arguably the md 
powerful Democrat in th 
Statehouse. “I applaud Pet 
Larkin’s efforts in setting th 
Up. ; 
Also discussed were the stat} 
of the negotiations among th 
city, state and federal regulato 
and General Electric, and t 
future of a 15-acre brownfiel 
pilot effort proposed by GE. | 
‘ | | 


— 


support from park commissioners budget for building modifications. “I think a warming house would 
on Monday, but it remains unclear Mellace suggested that taking the be an asset there,” Scapin said. 
who will stoke the fires. money from parkmaintenancefunds = Scapin believes that he can win a 
Park commissioners — at the re- would be unwise. city council appropriation for the 
quest of city councilor-elect Rick — Scapin saidthemoneyisneededto project. He added that he has spoken 
Scapin — voted unanimously in fa- wire the wooden building for elec- toMayor-elect GeraldDoyle, Jr. about 
vor of converting a storage shed at tricity and to add electric heaters. the plan and he is “behind it.” 
the West Housatonic Street parkinto The ward 5 councilor-elect said that | Last month the commission voted 
a warming hut for winter patrons he has already spoken with two to add outdoor lights to the park. 
but left on ice the matter of paying school groups who are interested in Scapin expects the lights to be in- 
the estimated $2,000 cost. managing the hut on weekends. The stalled within two weeks. At that 
Director of community services groups would raise funds by selling time, the fire department will flood 
Robert Mellace told the board that hotchocolateandotherrefreshments the park for skating, Scapin added. 





state grant 


of $499,800 


By Greg Sukiennik | 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


‘PITTSFIELD — Long-sought im- 
provements to Burbank Park took a 
giant step toward completion yester- 
day when the state Executive Office of 
Environmental Affairs awarded the 
city a $499,800 grant for the 135-acre 
park on Onota Lake. | 

The grant was presented in person 
by Secretary of Environmental Affairs 
Trudy Coxe during a brief ceremony at 
the park bathhouse. The money, along - 
with city funds, will be used to im- 
prove beaches, construct needed rest- 
rooms, fix crumbling roadways and 
construct a scenic overlook near the 
boat ramp and fishing pier. Another 
$135,000 in grant money from the state 
Public Access Board will fund im- 
provements to the boat ramp and fish- 
ing pier. 

The city share of the project is 
$235,000, and another $20,000 in 
community development block grant 
funds will be applied as well. 

The projected cost of the project is 
now $889,500, down from an earlier 
estimate of $912,852. The city has 


pursued improvements to the park | 


since mid-1995. 


‘Commitment to tourism’ 


The significant investment wilh not 


go to waste, Mayor-elect Gerald S. 


Doyle Jr. said yesterday. He indicated 
the city would pay more attention to 
policing and maintaining Burbank 
Park, and would not go back to the 
“21/2 days” when city park budgets 
were decimated. 


“This will enhance Onota Lake and 
our commitment to tourism,” Doyle 
said. 

Ward 7 Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo, 
who has advocated for the project and 
for the welfare of Onota Lake in his 
tenure, welcomed the good news, but 
added that more needs to be done. 
“This is only the first part of the vi- 
sion,” he said, ‘‘only one quarter of the 
master plan we worked so hard on. 
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Today is a great day, but there 
are great days yet to come.” | 
Also on hand to lend support 
were state Rep. Peter J. Larkin, 
D-Pittsfield, and state Sen. An- 
drea F. Nuciforo Jr., D- 
Pittsfield, who advocated for the 
project at the state level, and 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly. All 
three recalled spending large 
portions of their youth at the 
park and welcomed the new 

improvements. 

In the plans, a scenic overlook 
will be built on a slight rise be- 
hind the current fishing pier, 
allowing for people to sit and 
enjoy the view of the lake and 
the Taconic range. Roadways 
and parking spaces will be rep- 
aved, rest rooms and a pavilion 

will be constructed, and the 
north beach will be shored up. 

Bicycle trails will also be es- 
tablished, and a “promenade” 
connecting the old and new 
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Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Plan for Burbank Park on the southeastern shore of Onota Lake includes improvements to beaches and 
roadway, the construction of restrooms and the creation of a scenic overlook. 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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To the Editor of THE RA aa) 


_ A few years ago, upon TV- 
ing that the Ghitcirias ae 
was conspicuously absent from 
Its usual place of enthronement 
in Park Square, I inquired, and 
was told that it was being re- 
furbished. However, the creche 
ae iene - back to its right- 
place of> i 
Christmas time. eee 
After a bit of controversy, it’ 
was put up on the lawn of St. 
_Stephen’s Church, out of the’ 
way of the limelight. In other® 
words, pushed to the side, and a 
tree put in its place. a 
The Eagle article “Incredible” 
vanishing Christmas” (Dec. 14) ‘ 
regarding the increased use of” 
the word “holiday” in place of 
the word “Christmas,” is inter- 
esting and informative. Those, . 
surveyed, who preferred the use _ 
Of “holiday” over “Christmas,” 
nde a careless acceptance of 
be nee. pred at the expense of. 
The rabbi in North 2 
| spoke the truth when he ae 
Broader language serves ‘to. 
diminish the significance of al]. 
religious holidays. It hurts both. | 
| Jewish and Christian religions”, 
| Removing Christmas creches 
| from their rightful places of 
| Prominence in the community 
_washing off the painted angels 


| from the Post Office wi i 
} ndows 
| (put there by our children), and ° 


eliminating the word Chri 
ristmas 

from seasonal parties and 

greeting cards, are just another 


_ hegative sign of the times. i 


JOAN SOCKEY |” 
47 Bay State Road me 
Pittsfield, Dec. 14, 1997 


Ballpark ‘barn-raising’ _ 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— ; 


One of the best movi ; 
baseball fans a few yee ee r 
was “Field of Dreams.” The, 
movie demonstrated the power 
of conviction and desire. This is. 
Just the philosophy needed in. 
Pittsfield’ in order to make the . 
new stadium a reality, 

We already have half of the } 
success formula, an attendance , 
of 80,000 fans coming to the. 
park. Add to that for the next ; 
year a returning championship: 
team and the draw should in-, 
crease. What we need is for the 
Pittsfield fathers to explore all - 
avenues of finance. 
A few years ago Pittsfield had 
a Campaign to raise a “barn” for: 

Dan Fox drive. Why not the: 
Same drive for the new Sta- 5 
dium ? I would urge some Pitts- 
field financial institution to take: 
up the challenge and start such. 
a fund. If we ean raise money * 


beaches will be built. Enjoying the moment during é 
from left, Secretary of Environmental Affair 


s Trudy Coxe, state Sen. Andrea F. Nuciforo for the Fourth of July Parade. | 


Seek bids in March 


Director of Community Serv- 
ices Robert S. Mellace, the city’s 
point man for the project, said 
the plan is to bid the project in 
March, with the goal of begin- 
ning construction in May. 

Mellace said the city has its 
permits in order, and will now 
pursue the completion of final 
specifications and construction 
drawings by Feb. 1. 

The master plan for the park 


Jr., Mayor Edward M. Reilly and state Rep. Peter J. Larkin. 


was designed by Great Barring- 
ton architect Craig Okerstrom- 
Lang, and included input from 
the community. 

The city won the grant by 
applying for an urban self-help 
grant through the state Division 
of Conservation Services. The 
city had tough competition, but 
stood above other communities’ 
proposals because it was thor- 


——— 


oughly planned, and met the 
program requirements. 

“Tt will have regional benefits, 
it has multiple uses, and im- 
proves recreation and conserva- 
tion,” Joel Lerner of the Divi- 
sion of Conservation Services 
explained. 3 

The state contribution to the 
project was only $200 short of 
the maximum $500,000 awarded 


by the urban self-help program 
to any one community. 


Burbank Park, a 135-acre 
parcel of wooded ‘lakeside 
property on the southeastern 
shore of Onota Lake, was be- 
queathed to the city in the will 
of Abraham Burbank, a 19th- 
century real estate and hotel 
owner who died in 1885. 


Kagle Toy Santa Fund 

: , and the: 
Children’s Museum. th | 
not a stadium? m ae 


_ JOHN FITZGERALD © 
Pittsfield, Dec. 11, 1997 } 3: (t 
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Arlos wants — ms 
Lifeguards needed 


referendum ~ a: dnota Lake 
on stadium | ae — 


On Monday, Aug. 11, of this 
year, I went to Onota Lake and 
PITTSFIELD — Councilor at — I was surprised to see the roped 
‘large Peter G. Arlos is seeking in area for kids was not roped in 
“placement of a nonbinding — and there were no lifeguards on 
question on the November bal- _ duty. There were over 20 che 
‘lot concerning the construction ee ee there at their 
of a sports stadium in the city. own 
The question, as it appears on I wonder why, after the or 
Arlos’ petition to the City _ week of August, soe oe S 
Council, reads, “Do you approve and ropes are Bee Pe 
of the construction of a multi- was still three weeks o U- 
purpose 4,500 seat stadium, in dren are still using this area. 
Pittsfield, with public funds es- If the reason is no money, 


+3 : ae then where does the city have 
Bure la etna action the money to build a new ball- 


In the petition, Arlos notes park? Let’s take care of our kids 


that he “led the effort that cre. | first. 
-“ated the opportunity for the 
‘+ Mets to come to Pittsfield. 1am ~- 


Council prioritizes PCB concerns 
continued from page 1 lems associated with PCB and asso-_ to hold off because other councilors | 
which cited internal GE-documents ciated contamination in the City of had specific concerns they too would 
Stating that the company failed to Pittsfield.” like to see addressed. : 
disclose information about contami- The highest priority is cleaning _“! haven't had the chance to sit 
nation. contaminated properties, according down and list my demands,” she 
The discussion also came the night to the statement, with rapid rehabili- said. “Thisisjust beginning toscratch i 
before environmental officials or- tation of former GE industrial sites the surface.” ns 
dered the closing of Dorothy Amos and the Housatonic River also top Hickey become agitated as 
Park off West Street due to newly priorities. : Williamson spoke, prompting Doyle 
discovered contamination. The statement also calls for the to call a “cool down” Tecess. 
“It’s a time bomb,” Hickey said of presence of a mediator during talks Following the recess, Hickey with- 
the PCBs,“ and I haveitin myblood.” and a communication through: the drew his pledge amendment, saying 
Hickey, like other neighbors inthe council and mayor so residents can he would bring them up at the end of 
Newell Street area, hasseenrelatives ensure their concerns are addressed. the meeting instead rather than “mess 
and friends succumb to cancer that | Ward2 councilor Tim DiSilva pro- up” the original petition. 
they believe is related to the PCBs. posed changes with mixed success. stracuzzi’s slightly modified state- 
Charles Cianfarina, a Harryel He successfully called for including ment Wee then adopted, 10-0, as the 
Street resident who spoke both at a “associated contaminants” among council's formal position. 
public briefing this past Thursday the concerns and for “public meet- Arlos then offered a history of the 
and at Tuesday's council meeting, ings” as part of the communication council’s involvement in the PCB is- 


CHARLES E. BURNICK compared GE’s hiding of PCBinfor- process. sue, saying councilors have fought 


159 Ridgeway Ave. 


TAR, 


Charles Ciantarina believes 


nena. 


that only one option is acceptable 


deal with PCB contamination: “removal, removal, removal. 


Councilors consider | 


* 


a 


to 


| e e @ @ t es 
PCB crisis priorities | 
Emotions ran high Tuesday as city councilors debated a statement | 
outlining their stand toward negotiations regarding General Eiectric’s 
PCB contamination in the community. 


“It is a very emotional issue,” said ward 3 councilor Tom Hickey, who 
became so agitated at one point that council president Gerald Doyle Jr. | 


called a recess. _ 


The discussion came on the heels of a heated brie 


fing this past 


Thursday when more than one dozen homeowners learned that their { 
properties have dangerous quantities of PCBs. | = 
| The debate also followed Sunday’s lead story in The Boston Globe, 


1 o7) See PCBs page 9 =r 
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The Pittsfield Gazette August 14, 1997 


‘confident that Mets owner Bill 
Gladstone appreciates that ef-.. 


fort and will act positively in » 


‘conformity with the wishes and 
desires of the citizens of Pitts- 
field as expressed in the ballot 


box.” d ol > | 7 " 


Park Commission seeks 


input on improvements 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 
Park Commission has invited 
public comment on plans for 
improvement of Burbank Park 
and Park Square. 

The commission will’ meet 
this Monday at 7:30 at Spring- 
side House on North Street. 

Preliminary plans for im- 
provements at Park Square will 
be presented by representatives 
of Berkshire Design Group 0! 
Northampton; New England 
Woodland Management of Wesi 
Stockbridge will present a forest 
management plan for Burbank 
Park. Hm 17 
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Parks Commission 
postpones meeting 


PITTSFIELD — A Parks 


Commission public meeting. 


scheduled for this Monday at | 
7:30 p.m. at Springside House . 
has been postponed, according | 
to city Director of Community | 


Services Robert S. Mellace. 


The meeting was to address | 
improvement plans for Burbanx 


Park and Park Square. It will be 
heduled at a later , dat 
Mellace said. { D ie ( i \e 
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mation to tobacco companies’ misin- 
formation about their. product's 
health impact. 

Cianfarina said his mother lives at 
a home adjacent to a property that 
has been identified as “ poisoned.” 

On Tuesday he urged councilors 
to insist on a strict starice when fed- 
eral officials negotiate with GE. He 
wants all PCB-contaminated soil re- 
moved from the city. 

“Containment means that forever 
our city will be a toxic dump,” said 
Cianfarina. Sgt 

Rather than further prolong fami- 
lies’ pain, Cianfarina said “now is 
the time for GE to be moral.” 


With regards to the council’s pro- 


posed guidelines for the closed-door 
negotiations, Cianfarina stressed” re- 
moval, removal, removal — nothing 
else is acceptable.” 

Angelo Stracuzzi, who drafted the 
council’s statement, favored a more 
open-ended approach. 

The intention of his petition, he 
said, is “to endorse negotiation and 
get some resolution that is accept- 
able to the local officials.” 

Stracuzzi expressed particularcon- 
cern that city officials speak up now 
so that federal environmental offi- 
cials understand local perspectives 
— and understand the need to com- 
municate. . ws 

“The last and most important e® 
ment is that they keep the citizens of 
Pittsfield informed,” said Stracuzzi. 

The at-large councilor’s written 
statement generated impassioned 
debate and several amendments but 
was eventually adopted on a 10-0 
vote with only minor changes. 

Stracuzzi’s petition stated the 
council's support for “good faith ne- 
gotiations with General Electric Co. 
to expeditiously address the prob- 


Attempt to strengthen 

But DiSilva was voted down ona 
6-4 roll call when he sought to iden- 
tify “removal” of PCB’s as the 
council’s desire. 

“It goes in the right direction but 
not far enough,” said DiSilva. 

“I did not want us to give a conclu- 
sion,” said Stracuzzi. 

DiSilva also failed when he tried to 


‘strengthen Stracuzzi’s proposal to 


State that “Failing that [good faith 
negotiation] the council stands in full 
support of the Superfund: designa- 
tion and requests that the EPA move 
to an immediate cleanup.” 
Stracuzzi said the superfund des- 
ignation — the spectre of which has 
recently prompted GE to enter nego- 
tiations — is useless unless accompa- 
nied by federal funds. 
“You get the stigma without the 
results,” agreed Peter Arlos. 
Countered DiSilva: “I’ve never 
heard of anyone-getting sick from a 
stigma but I have heard of people 
getting sick from PCBs.” ) 
Hickey then brought forwarda list 
of four pledges he wants GE to adopt 
in order-to ease citizens’ concerns. 
Hickey’s plans led to heated dis- 
cussion, topped when at-large coun- 
Alor Jamie Williamson urged Hickey 


012 
1212 


for constituents for years. He chided 
the Berkshire Eagle for a recent edi- 
torial implying councilors haven't 
pursued the issue, brandishing news- 
paper clipping from the past 18 years 
showing councilors’ PCB-related ac- 
tions. 

At the end of the meeting, Hickey 
again brought forward his four 
pledges he wants GE to make. 

These include not taking away 
pensions orbenefits from ex-employ- 
ees who provide PCB-contamination 
information; no criminal prosecution 
of ex-employees who provide infor- 
mation; establishing a medical moni- 
toring program for residents with - 
PCB concerns; and waiving the 
company’s statute of limitations 
rights. 

He also called for an ad hoc com- 
mittee of councilors, including 
Williamson, to draft additional re- 
quests. 

Hickey’s motion was unanimously 
approved, but ward 5councilor Fran 
Marinaro. urged colleagues not to 
muddle the council’s position wit 
too many concerns. ike 

“This is a great start,” he said, “but 
I think we need to be real specific 
about what we want... we have to be 
careful we don’t bog it down.” 
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The latest b esday, when environmental officials announced tha | 
Dorothy Amos. Park is contaminated. Preliminary tests show dangerous PCB deposits at the West | 
Street site. Community services director Bob Mellace said General Electric ‘will try to close the park 4 
up as soon as they can.” Mellace and city councilor James Boyle accompanied the DEP personnel 
on a tour of the park in the rain Wednesday. A night basketball league scheduled to begin this week 
will be moved to another facility. Mellace said speculation centers on the use of contaminated fill atthe. 


park. 





: Photo by David Bruneau 


Colin Flynn, 4, gets some support from his father, Chris, at left, and uncle, Peter Henry, while learning to 
skate at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club in a program sponsored by the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club. 
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Youth agencies offering activities 
to keep vacationing kids occupied 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The children have played with their new 
toys, eaten all the cookies and assorted sugary treats in the 
house and have begun bouncing off the walls — and there 
are six full days of holiday school vacation left. 

What is there to do? Plenty. Local youth agencies have 
opened their doors, the Berkshire Athenaeum has special 
events planned for today and the rest of the week and, 
weather permitting, the city Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment will open the Osceola Park ski tow, and flood skating 
rinks at the Pittsfield Common and Clapp Park. 


Magician to perform 


At the Athenaeum this morning at 9:30, local ventriloquist 
and magician John Neiner will appear in the children’s li- 
brary. The event is free for children ages 3 to 7, and is 
sponsored by K-B Toy Stores. 

Also today, a craft workshop for school-age children (up to 
Grade 5) will be held starting at 10:30 a.m. in the children’s 
library. A similar workshop for children in Grades 6 through 
9 will be held tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. Both events require 
preregistration; one may call the children’s department at 
499-9483 for more details. | 


Craft workshops for grade school-age students are also 
planned for today and Wednesday at the Berkshire Museum 
on South Street. 


Today between 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., the museum will host a 
workshop titled “Gallery in a Shoebox.” Children will pick 
and arrange mini paintings, photographs and sculptures 


KIDS, continued on B3 


; Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Justin Kie-Burdick, 7, shows the African scene he 
created at the Berkshire Museum yesterdav. 


i Kids from Bl 


and take home their “gallery to 
go.” All children need provide is 
the shoebox. . 

Wednesday, between 10 and 
noon, another workship tied in 
to the museum’s upcoming 
“One-of-a-Kind Wonders from 
the Museum Collection” exhibit 
will be held. The workshop, 
“Just Wondering,” will be held 
at the museum. Children will 
have an opportunity to create 
their own one of a kind wonder 
through collage, drawing and 
coloring. They will also have an 
opportunity to see the making 
of the exhibit. 

Both programs are being un- 
derwritten by K-B. 

Those more-inclined to out- 
‘door winter fun will depend on 
what the weather does in the 
next’ few days. The city De- 
partment of Parks and Recre- 
ation has put $2,000 worth of 
needed repairs into the rope tow 
at Osceola Park and cleared the 
way for skating rinks at the 
Pittsfield Common and Clapp 
Park. Now all that’s needed is 
some cold weather and a good 
fall of snow, community serv- 
ices director Robert S. Mellace 
and recreation director John C. 
Marchesi said. 


At the Boys’ and Girls’ Club, 
an additional free swim has 
been added to the daily sched- 
ule, and public skating hours 
are in effect for the week, from 
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. daily: Prices 
are $1 for members, $2 for non- 
members and $3 for adults. 
Memberships are $5. 


The day program at Girls In- 
corporated includes sledding 
expeditions today and tomor- 
row, as well as arts and crafts 
and gym activities. The cost is 
$15 per day. For more informa- 
tion, one may call Girls Inc. at 
442-5174. 


Additional open swim hours 
have also been added at the 


Pittsfield YMCA, between 2 and 


4 p.m. daily. Open swim is free 
for members, $5 for adults ac- 
companied by a member, $2 for 
children accompanied by a 
member, and $7 for adults 
without memberships. _ 


" For those children who have 
played with their own new toys 
and just can’t get enough, the 
Berkshire Family Toy Library is 
another option. The Toy Library 
is open Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 9 to noon; 
Thursday and tat} 3 to 7; 


Saturday, 10 to 2. a) b | ‘iP 
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L Eagles Band to end 


park concerts series 


PITTSFIELD — The Eagles 
Band will present its Season fi- 
nale in the “Concerts in the 
ea nes on Tuesday at 7 
‘mM. at Springside Pp 
North St. et 

Conductor Lyndon Moors wi 

S will 
lead the 45-piece community 
band In a program of popular 
yee Stage, screen and 

€vision titled “TV, Tj 
ees wa Pan Alley,” ba 
_+Ne€ series is sponsored by th 
Pittsfield Department of Parks 
and Recreation, with additional 


sponsorship by the Massachu- 
setts Cultural Council, a State 


S the Pittsfield 
Cultural Council, and b 
New England. *_ int 


Admission +6 the concert is 
free, and concertgoers should 
bring lawn chairs or blankets 
In case of Tain, the concert will 
be held at t¢ erkshire Athe- 


naeum. a 1 4 
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Taking a walk with Archie 


On a healthy path 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


A 84. 


Jon and Jo May take their daiiy walk on the track at Clapp Park in Pittsfield. The couple said they walk at least 


per day, no matter what the weather. 


Stick to issues in Ward 5 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


On Wednesday evening, Sept. 
17, I happened to catch the 
show “Speak Out Berkshires” 
on television. One of the guests 
on the show was a candidate for 
the Ward 5 Council seat, Rick 
Scapin. During the show, a 
caller commented about his dis- 
like of the Scapin stickers being 
worn at the Holy Family picnic, 
stating that there should be a 
separation of church and state. 

These people were not forced 
into wearing these stickers, they 


chose to wear them, just as they 
chose to attend the picnic, and 
just like they will choose in the 
upcoming election. Let’s stop, — 
splitting hairs. We’ve had the 
letter regarding nepotism. This 
is just one example of the jabs 
that can be tossed back and 
forth until the end of the elec- 
tion. Let’s get back to the issues 
of the city of Pittsfield and the 
ward. 
_ I not only know Rick Scapin, 
but I work with him and see 
first-hand how he handles cus- 
tomer concerns, and knowing 
Rick as well as I do, I believe 
that he will show that same 
concern: for the residents of 
Pittsfield, and that he will be an 
articulate and dedicated re- 
placement for Fran Marinaro, 
who has done an outstanding 
job for the ward and city. 

I ask the people of Ward 5 to 
vote for Rick Scapin. He will be 
building for our futures. 


RAYMOND W. MILUKAS JR. 
Pittsfield, Sept. 23, 1997 7 
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; treasure : 
Searching for ly with his metal detec- 


i Park beach recent 
Kevin Wood of Adams scans the Burbank 
tor. The ice is breaking up and spring 1s in the air. 


Volunteer teams sought for river cleanup 


Volunteerteamsare needed for the first annual Housatonic River “Cleanup j 
Challenge” to be held Saturday, June 21 from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 


The cleanup will focus on the west branch of the Housatonic. Volunteers 
ill be assigned locations along the river. : nee 
3 Aeainees city councilor Tim DiSilva, businesses and organizations 


i lunteers. 
ing encouraged to register teams of four or more volunt 
gk ee the pe a barbecue will be held at Pitt Park. The reception 


will include awarding of the “River Cup,” a giant trophy that the “ we 


ous” team can display for one year. ea , x 
For information on volunteering or registering a team, contact DiSilva at 


442-5488, Tom Stokes at 637-3188 or Jim Boyle at 442-9778. g / tal 17 
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Pumping for all they’re worth at the Common on First Street in Pittsfield are, from left, Josh Mayott 
and Alan Tatro, 8. 
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Softball Complex, built on dump, 
to be probed for hazardous wastes 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The state has ordered Pittsfield to conduct 
a $90,000 search for hazardous waste at the Berkshire 
County Softball Complex on outer Kast Street— formerly a 
city dump — a task that the city’s public works commis- 
sioner described as a pouring money down a rathole. . 

Public Works Commissioner William L. Forestell said 
previous test samples taken at the old dump site have 
turned up no contamination, and he predicted that more 
tests will reveal nothing significant. 


The city leases the land to the softball organization. The 
site is heavily used by men’s and women’s leagues, and 


state. 


high school games are played there as well. 


«Softball ...u. 


The city yesterday advertised 
for bids for the comprehensive 
site assessment, estimated to 
cost $90,000. 

At the same time, the city 
advertised for bids for a com- 

_ prehensive site assessment for 
the current city dump — adja- 
cent to the old dump — that 
operates at 55 Downing Park- 
way. The price tag for that job is 
estimated at $150,000. Pittsfield, 
like other cities and towns 
across the state, is under orders 
to close its present dump in ac- 
cordance with strict govern- 
mental guidelines. 

“We don’t object to spending 
money on the existing landfill,” 
Forestell said. 

The old city dump on outer 
Kast Street was closed before 
1971, when the state adopted 
Strict oversight of landfill clo- 
sures. In the early 1980s, the 
site was leveled off and trans- 

formed into an athletic field, 
which is new rented from the 
city by the Berkshire County 
Softball Complex Inc. 

Mark Schleeweis, section 
chief for the state Department 
of Environmental Protection’s 
solid waste management office, 


said both the old and new dump | 


sites are being tested because 
they are “adjacent and contig- 
uous.” i 


Urban and _ industrial dump 
Sites, he said, regardless of 


when they were closed, are ripe 
areas for testing. 


“It would make my job easier 
if while we’re assessing one site, 
we can look at thé adjacent site 
that’s being used as an active 
recreational area, to make sure 
everything’s fine over there,” 
Schleeweis said. 


Thomas E. Hickey Jr., Ward 3 
city councilor, said he is Satis- 
fied that earlier testing on the 
site has ‘uncovered no contami- 
nants. However, he raised no 
objection to the state’s further 
attention to the Site, particularly 
since the old dump is on the 
banks of the Housatonic River. 


“I understand Bill’s concern 
about the expense, but it’s im- 
portant to do some testing to 
make sure we don’t have a time 
bomb on our hands,” he said. 


The DEP’s regional landfill 
expert could not be reached 
yesterday at his Springfield of- 
fice. 


testing procedu 


Since the landfill was closed before 1971, when stricter 
dump closing regulations went into effect, the old dump 
was never subject to the mandatory dump closure’and site 
res now required for landfills around the 


Now, the Department of Environmental Protection a 
perhaps swayed by evidence of PCB contamination in other 
sites around the city and in the Housatonic River — iS ex- 
ercising its discretionary power to require extensive testing 
of the site, said Forestell. 

“We've tried to convince them that it’s not worth spend- 
ing the money on,” said Forestell yesterday. “They’re just 
gathering more information for their files, and wasting 
more of our money.” 


SOFTBALL, continued on A4 


Forestell said the city has al- 
ready conducted preliminary 
testing on “shallow samples” 
taken from the East Street site. 
Those tests, he said, revealed no 
hazardous contamination. 


“You’d think a rational man 
or woman would end it there,” 
said Forestell. 


But he said state and federal 
officials believe that GE may 
have dumped transformers — 
which were manufactured with 
the suspected cancer-causing 
agent PCBs — on the old dump 
site. Forestell disputed that 
suspicion, however. 


“We've already got wells there 
that haven’t turned up anything 
of significance,” he said. 


He said that the city has 
managed to limit the scope of 
the inquiry to some extent, but 
that the cost’to the city is still 
high. 

The study comes at a time 
when the city is trying to in- 
crease the rent it charges the 
nonprofit softball organization. 
The group now pays $1,734 a 
year. The city wants $7,000. The 
Sporting group isn’t happy 
about the situation. 7 
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Springside’s Friends 
seek more help ZI id Kea | 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 3 


We are the Friends of Spring- ' |, 
side Park. To those who read: | 
The Berkshire Eagle, March 1, | 
about the dedication of Royal 
Hartigan’s concert at the Berk- 
shire Museum and have won- 
dered who we are: The Friends 
of Springside Park is a citizens’ 
watchdog group whose mission 
is to fight against commercial ' 
development and environmental ° 
degradation in Springside Park. 
Hartigan is one of the founders 
and is always with us in spirit if 
not in body. ee 

We have no monetary interest 
and no political ambitions. We ’ 
only want to preserve the land » 
with its flora and fauna. Wild- 
flowers bloom in Springside 
Park from frost to frost. At the 
‘highest elevation one can see_ 
the hills on-all sides. In a short ,, 
walk there, without making the . 
commitment to a serious and 
strenuous hike, it is possible to 
experience pond and swamp, 
-woodland and meadow. The city 

dweller can know the feel of the » 

land underfoot. Hs 
If you want to help save this, ” 

let us hear from you. Whatever |: 

your views, see the natural 2 
beauty of the park by partici-+ 
pating in the arboretum event, 

“Walk for the Earth,” on trails 

leading out from Springside. 

House on April 20, 11 a.m. to 3» 

p.m. Details are forthcoming. 

NANCY EPPLEY 
Pittsfield, March 1, 1997 
The author is president, 
Friends of Springside Park. 
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Lapointe, 447-8155. 


Pittsfield soccer league needs coaches 


The Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation’s coed summer 
soccer league needs coaches and referees for the 1997 season. 

Coaches are needed in Mites Division (ages 6-7), Midgets (ages 8- 
9), Juniors (11-12) and Seniors (13-15), 

The season for all divisions runs from May 19-July 11. All games 
take place at 6 p.m. at Berkshire Community College. 

Referees are needed for the Juniors and Senioy’s divisions. They 
will be paid on a per game basis. CS fi Phan 

Information: Lance LaPointe, 447-8155, —~‘-< / é 


Leap of faith 


Aided by a ramp, Kristi Lannan, 11, catapults over her friend Michael Dober, 13, while sledding at Clapp Park, 


| - its 1997 season, which runs M 
- hights at 6 p.m. at Berkshire Co 
Mites (age 6-7), Midgets (age 8 
(age 13-15), with ages determin 

Applications were sent home throu 
available at the Pittsfield Parks De 


application deadline is April 25. Infor 
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~ Pittsfield sets summer soccer sign-up 
The Pittsfield Summer Soccer League is accepting applications for 
y 19 to July 11 with games week-. 
mmunity College. The divisions are 
-9), Juniors (age 10-12) and Seniors 
ed as of Aug. 1. 
gh the schools; and are also 
partment, 874 North St. The — 
mation: League director Lance 
VAs 


Unoccupied radio van 
rolls across Park Square 


PITTSFIELD — Good fortune prevented an unoccupied van 
from striking*people or another vehicle as it rolled across four 
busy lanes of Park Square traffic yesterday ‘at about noon. i 

Don Clark, the program manager at WBEC-FM, Live 105, 
said that morning host Joanne, Billow had parked in the 
grassy square while hosting a “picnic in the park” when the 
idling van apparently slipped into gear. 

“Joanne said she got out of the van and when she turned 
around, the thing was across the street,” Clark said. 

Henry Ferris, a Pittsfield police officer, said the van rolled 
across the intersection right through traffic, jumped the six- 
inch granité-curb to the left of the information kiosk and 

up onsthe lawn. 
ae wee ‘extremely lucky all around,” Clark said. “No one 
got hurt and there wasn’t any damage to the van. 

Ferris said*the van got hung up on the curb and a wrecker 
was called to extricate it at about 12:25 p.m/ 

Billow was not cited; he added. oc 
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ree talk 


Students at Reid Middle School received an intr i 

| oduction to urban forest 

Bee beeen cee ai of ee in the state Department of Foi Anon, 
nlar7Z the circumference of a tree at the Vincent J. Heb e 

Springside Park in Pittsfield. Students are scheduled to plant some Secs nae 


arboretum this spring. 
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sfield’s way last night, including the rainbow that breaks over Clapp Park as Post 68 coach 


right, pick up the bases after their rain-shortened 2-1 win over 


American Legion baseball title. 


Everything went Pitt 
Mike Penna, center, and assistant Bill Madden, 


North Adams that clinched the Berkshire County 


PRESENTING 
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THE EAGLES BAND 
FREE CONCERTS: IN-THE-PARK SERIES 


Tuesday, July 22 


ealth New England is pleased to sponsor the Eagles Band Concerts-in-the-Park 
eries. Free to the public, the Eagles Band’s last performance of this Series will 
take place Tuesday at 7p.m., July 22 at Springside Park in Pittsfield. 
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All the news that’s fit to print 
Compiled by 


Mary-Catherine Shugrue Vladimir Zeygerman relaxes with a newspaper at Dorothy Amos Park in Pittsfield recently. 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

’ Talk Back is a column of reader 

“observations. To reach the Talk Back 


“Tine and make your comments, call 
* 496-6202. 


ry 
f ow that the election is over, 
oy Pittsfield City Council mem- 
bers can get down to business 
_jand start contacting the political 
- leaders of all the other towns in 
»:Berkshire County to determine _ 
., which ones will support building the 
- new stadium in Pittsfield. And by 
.,support, I mean provide funding 
support from their towns. Their 
ia people will attend Mets games and 
> other activities at the stadium. This 
*~ stadium can be used by all towns in 
the county for other activities like 
‘' sraduations, concerts, Berkshire 
» County Special Summer Olympics, 
‘ Bay State Summer Games, high 
school sporting events, benefit 


“events, etc. Se in| a 


~ 
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[3 PBs he 8, And the band plays on 


no8Si ‘Walk for 

‘ : and play at Springside Park. “Wi | 
ce day to listen to the Eagles B at Sp taken with the 

Lance Roberts, 9, holds kite for his sister Kara, 6, right BAKES reside ik pr pbb ta eens which helped begin Farth Week. Contributions were a : 
and Caitlin Granitto, 5. Jenny Fillio watches, at back right, the Taree eat 


tification tags. 
at the Henry V. Marchisio Memorial Park in Pittsfield proceeds targeted for park benches LOLA Lok on eh a 
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Flag football league set for Pitt Park 
_ Anew flag football league for youngsters will soon start at Pitt Park. 
The West Side Neighborhood Resource Center is sponsoring the pro- 
gram as a follow-up to a youth baseball league introduced this summer. 
As many as 50 children are expected to participate in the co-educational 


league for ages 8-12. The free program will meet four days a week from 4:30 
| to 5:30 p.m. at the park. | 
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Pittsfield school calen 
188 Day Calendar ie a e Days Built In 
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[22 days] 


Cumulative Days 
[43] 


November 


4[15.5 days] 


i ee 
3 yas | 6] 7 | 8 
P10 aay 2 | 13 | 14) 


[58.5] 


Sw 


[Teacher Staff Development Days} 


[109.5] 


[130.5] 


[14.5 days] 


[180] 


This 1997-98 calendar provides a total of 188 days consisting of 180 student days, 3 staff development days, 


and 5 emergency/ weather days. 


‘Emergency Days-In the event schoo! must be closed because of an emergency or adverse weather conditions, day(s) 


lost will be made up by using the appropriate number of designated emergency/weather days in the following order: 
April 13; May 26; June 22; June 23; June 24. The final school day used becomes a half-day. 


| Re: st 27 & 28 
September | 
September 2 
October 13 
November 4 
November 11 
November. 26 
November 27-28 


Labor Day 

First Day for Students 
Columbus Day 

Staff Developinent 
Veteran's Day 
half-day of school 
Thanksgiving Recess 


* June 19- Last Day [half-day] unless emergency make-up days are needed. 


First Day of class for students in 1998 


ChristmasRecess 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Winter Recess 

Good Friday 

Patriot's Day 

Spring Recess 

Memorial Day 

High School Graduation 


December 24-Jan.2 
January 19 
February 16-20 
April 10 

April 20 

April 20-24 

May 25 

June 14 


September Ist 
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Brandyn Powell, 10, is unsuccessful in his attempt to get away from Devin Kaptanoglu, 10, during flag football 
competition at Pitt Park. The flag football games are sponsored by the Westside Neighborhood Resource Center. 


Football in the park 


Coach Manny flags ’em down at Pitt 


Flag football organizer Manfred 
Slaughter addresses his players be- 
fore the start of the game. 


By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — “Coach Manny, can I 
have a pass with him?” 

“Coach Manny, can I kick?” 

, Manfred Slaughter was.being pulled in 
several differént directions at once. 
Slaughter, who has organized a flag 
football league for boys and girls ages 8- 
12 at Pitt Park, was trying to set up the 
field, talk to a reporter and answer 
countless questions from his young 
charges before last Wednesday’s game. 


‘Tt gives the kids something after 
school to do,’ said Slaughter, who also 
organized a successful sandlot baseball 
program at the park during the summer. 
“They get to mingle with other kids from 
all walks of life and make friends.” 

The flag football games, sponsored by 
the Westside Neighborhood Resource 


Center, take place every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 4-5:30 p.m. 
Neighborhood kids, and some from 
Slaughter’s April Lane neighborhood, 
take part. 

“T’ve only been here for one day, but I 
like it,” said» 11-year-old Cheyanne Kap- 
tanoglu of April Lane. “We had a little 
practice and then we played. It was fun 
playing; I’ve never played like this be- 
fore.” 

For the second game, Slaughter had 15 
players show up at the start. During the 
90 minutes of the game, three additional 
youngsters joined the game. They had 
been walking through Pitt. Park, appar- 
ently liked what they saw, took a per- 
mission form home for a signature, and 
came back to play. 

“My son also played in the baseball 
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and play tennis as well as engage in water sports. It became the Blue Anchor Club 
in 1929 and was sold in 1945 to former Eagle publisher Lawrence K. Miller, who 
gave it to the city. The club was torn down the following year to create space for 
the present park, shown today, below. The YMCA’s lakefront facility is near center 
in both photos. | 
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It happens every spring | eee 
William Everhart waters hanging fuchsia plants as the Springside Greenhouse bes prepares for its 26th an- 
nual plant sale today and tomorrow in Springside Park, Pittsfield. The hours are o 4, | 
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league this summer. It was a 
very good experience,” ex- 
plained Dolores Moore of Dewey 
Avenue, whose 8-year-old son 
Jamel was decked out in a blue 
Cowboys sweatshirt, ready to 
play. “They didn’t get on each — 
other if someone couldn’t hit or 
someone couldn’t catch. They 
encouraged each other.” 
‘Slaughter’s baseball program 
had as many as 50 youngsters — 
involved, and many of them 
went to him seeking another 
program for the fall. 
“Hverywhere I went, they’d 
say ‘Coach, coach, we need 
something to do,” Slaughter 
recalled. 


Plenty of support 


So with the support of the 
Westside Neighborhoood Re- 
source Center, Slaughter sought 
sponsors for the program. The 
Pittsfield Fire Department and 
Police Association helped with 
the purchase of team sweats- 
hirts and flags. The sweatshirts 
are either blue with “Cowboys” 
imprinted on the front, or green 
with “Packers” on the front. 
The flags are attached to belts 
by velcro, and each player wears 
one. 

St. Mark’s Church got in- 
volved, and purchased the 


‘footballs. 


‘We're all happy to have this 
positive activity,” said Westside 
Neighborhood Resource Center 
director Cheryl Nolan. 

On this particular Wednesday, 


the players gathered at Pitt 


Park, anxious to put on their 
sweatshirts and flags. It took a 
few extra minutes, because it 


seemed like everyone wanted to 


-wear a Cowboys shirt. But once 


the sides were, yen Slaughter got 
to work. 


Through their paces 


Barking like a friendly drill 
sergeant, ‘Slaughter had the 
players do 45 jumping jacks and 
some stretching drills in prepa-. 
ration for the game. 

“Are you ready?” Slaughter 
shouted with a smile. 

“Yeah,” the gleeful players 
_yelled in unison as a reply. 

Ninety minutes later, the 
Packers defeated the Cowboys 
70-63. Slaughter quarterbacked 
the Cowboys and Orrin Powell 
of John Street quarterbacked 
the Packers. 

“I saw the kids in the park. 
Cheryl Nolan asked me if I had 
some time to help,” Powell said. 
“It just so happened, I. didn’t 
have to work tonight.” 

Powell, a former Pittsfield 
High football player who works 
at Canyon Ranch, said he likes 
what he sees. 

“IT think it’s a great program. 
The kids here need an after- 
school program to keep them 
active,” he continued. “I grew 
up here. This is my side of 
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town. It’s always nice ‘to help 


out.” 
Slaughter said what pleased 


him as much as having a pretty | 


good turnout for the first two 
games, is that there were spec- 
tators. 


“We even had parents come 


out. I loved it,” the enthusiastic 


Slaughter said: “The parents 
had their chairs, and they sat 
down to watch the game.” 


Everyone gets in action 


There were 19 touchdowns 


scored in the 90 minutes of 


play, the number of TD scorers 
was spread around and just 


about every player had a chance 


to kick off, run or try and catch 
a pass. | 
“Tt teaches them how to work. 


together, how to work as a team. 
It’s very important,” said Nolan. 
“When they play pickup, there’s 
no one teaching them the fun- 
damentals of working as a team. 

“Rach youth here gets the 
opportunity to do the same 
thing as everybody else,’ she 
continued. “It’s not ‘If you're 
good enough, you can play.’ It’s 
just wanting to play, it’s just 


wanting to play.” AS/ )<", Z 97 


Path of least resistance 


A trio of bicyclists 
outer Williams Stre 
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Sate 


heads for the hills at the rear of Kirvin P 
et in Pittsfield late Tuesday afternoon. Bec 


- 
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Pier review li] ¥/ 4 a 


A fisherman tries his luck from the fishing pier at Onota Lake’s Burbank Park in Pittsfield yesterday. 


lye 
Sarah Fusini, 8, top, and her cousins, brother and sister 


* Sam Fusini, 7, right, and Laura Fusini, 8, bottom left, all of | 
t Windsor, have fun yesterday at Kirvin Park in Pittsfield. 





Parks board supports skateboard idea 


A proposed skateboard park on = Carl Smith of the Berkshire Pre- sideration by representatives of the 
Appleton Avenue earned backing vention Alliance said that teen skat- construction company. A meeting 
from the park commission on Mon- ers have an undeserved reputation could be scheduled as early as next 
days == | as troublemakers. “These kids in week. _ 


At-large city councilor Peter Arlos - Pittsfield definitely needanddeserve Carl Smith suggested that teen 
told commissioners that a Scituate a place to skate,” he said. “It is time skaters beinvolved inthe design pro- 
construction firm could install pre-, for somebody to stand up and give cess. “You need to get some of these 
fabricated equipment on a 5,000 these kids someplace to skate.” youth involved in telling you how 
square foot lot near Pittsfield High BoardchairmanRobertSmithsaid they would like it designed,” he said. 
School, with a possible pricetag of that the commission has long sup- “These kids have some good ideas.” 
less than $10,000. é ported the concept of a skateboard Vincent Marinaro of the Catholic 

The abundance of teenage skaters park and Appleton Avenue site had Youth Center and Deborah Sadowy 
in the city make the parka necessity, been discussed by the board before. of the YMCA said they would work 
Arlos believes. “T just want you to know thiscom- with Carl Smith to develop a repre- 

The skaters, with no designated mission is behind this 100 percent,” sentative panel of teens for the project. 
area for their sport, damagesitessuch he Said. Sige The city also plans to build a street 
as the PHS tennis courts which were ~ Arlos asked that director of com- hockey rink specifically for in-line 
not designed for skating, he added. munity services Robert Mellace de- skaters at Crane Park,on Springside 
“It’s a tremendous publicsafety and velop a preliminary design for-con- Avenue. ot 1} Vs d 7 
nuisance issue in Pittsfield,” hesaid. ~”™ ae eurnn 
“(Skaters] are driving out all the eld- 
erly people. Here we have an oppor- 
tunity to deal with this problem, then 
we can do the enforcement.” 

Arlos pointed out that the fenced 
property adjacent to Pittsfield High 
School has gone unused since being 
purchased by the city several years 


ok ago. “Now we ought to put that to 
Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff use,” he said. 
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~~ 


Austin Nunn, 7, of Pittsfield hangs from bars at playground on the First Street Common. He was with a group from the 
Girls Incorporated summer camp. 
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The day after i ilie (an- 


. Ryan Gooch of the Pittsfield Parks Department braves the 


elements yesterday to clear the sidewalks around Park | 
Square in Pittsfield. 


- 





Youth baseball program — 


targeted for May launch 


Cries of “Play Ball” may fill several west side neighborhoods this summer 
as a new youth baseball program begins operation. | 
“These are the kids we want to keep off the streets,” said Cheryl Nolan, 
coordinator of the WestSide Neighborhood Resource Center. | 
Neighborhood baseball teams are planned for boys and girls in two age 
divisions, 5 to 8 years old and 9 to 12 years old. 
Organizers this week asked the parks commission to approve the use of 
several city sites, including Pitt Park, Wahconah Park and Bak Park. , 
Commissioners commended the concept of the neighborhood leagues 
and authorized use of the parks, provided organizers obtain liability 
insurance and coordinate with existing baseball programs. ae 
“We would havea problem giving exclusive use of these diamonds,” said 
commissioner Cliff Nilan, “and you want to leave the parks open some of 
the time for kids to have pick up games.” | | 
Rick Scapin wanted to ensure that the new venture would not conflict 
_ with existing Little League or Minor League youth baseball activities. 
“Tt’sa good idea,” said Scapin, “but maybe you're taking away from Little 
ue.” ; 
Se and Fonda Furey, another project proponent, said they had 
contacted Little League representatives to ensure cooperation. The pie: 
posed league would only hold games two days a week. he 
Nolan said the new league would also be free of any fees, which existing 
s generally assess for participation. 
Reese na doe: for ihc? he said. “If you're a single mother on the 
Westside you might not be able to afford to have two kids play otherwise 
... We’re just trying to provide something for the kids to get off the drug- 
mers.” | 
oe anid the program will involve many adult role models from the 
neighborhoods serving as aaa os hopes the teams encourage more 
-famili e-advantage of the parks. 
ae ie ae kids to fon Hohe look f what these parks offer instead 
ating] graffiti or whatever,” she said. 
ee renee voted unanimously jn favor of the project. Nolan will 
explore liability insurance issues. Organizers also promised to follow up 
with Little League organizers to ensure coordination for field use. 


be 


information, contact Nolan at the WNRC, 448-9768. 


The project is scheduled to kick off in May. 3768.) iy ‘sr i tae 
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In your face 


Dan Nolan, 11, blocks as 9-year-old Peter Vosburgh shoots 
with Tim Dufur looking on at Osceola Park in Pittsfield. 


Neighbors call tor improvements at park 


ae & . ee en ems including a picnic table, new 
a Slide that is easier for youn plier 
ers decided on Monday. youne children touse, park commission- 


The commission voted unani 
park, which is | 


wouldn’t get anything d 


Robert Smith. 


3/6197 


Applications available for special needs playground 


Application forms are available for the Highland Special Needs Play- 
ground at the Department of Parks and Recreation office 874 North Street, 
Springside House. Applicants must be 6 or older, toilet trained and able to 
work in groups. The department office is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For information call 499-9343. Un <a 7G TV, 


Power sought for Pitt Park 


Patrons of Pitt Park may soonbe able to plugin, parks commissioners said 
this past Monday. . “ , 
The commission is considering adding permanent electrical service to the 
Westside park to better accommodate community events. 
— Currently, the city either supplies electric generators or works with 
WMECO to supply temporary power for events. A communications glitch 
~ between the city and WMECO nearly grounded recent National Night Out 
__ festivities at the park, prompting ward 6 city councilor James Boyle to 
request permanent electrical service. aS 
~— Commissioners agreed that the service would be valuable at the park, 
but raised questions about possible cost. | 
Parks maintenance director Anthony Stracuzzi said that he has already 
__ contacted WMECO officials about the idea and expects to have a cost and 
timing estimate within one week. : 
“To have it done would probably be a good idea because of all the 
functions they have at that park,” he said. 
Stracuzzi warned commissioners that the project would likely be exten- 
sive and costly. . 
It would make sense, he noted, to install power sources able to handle live 
music performances and cooking equipment. 
Board chairman Robert Smith said that powering the park sounds like a 
good idea, but the cost could be prohibitive. | 
_- Stracuzzi said he would report his findings to the commission at its next 


meeting. | | [ ve ‘ ; 


—— 


Generating plant 
_ donates tractor 


ES The council on Tuesday for- 
| mally accepted the donation of a 
__lawn tractor from the Pittsfield 
Generating Company. | 
~~. The tractor will be designated 
for use at Controy Pavilion and 
~~ Wild Acres, oe 
Mayor Edward Reilly and 
councilors thanked the company 


_. for the donation. 7 ne a4 


} 


_ Arboretum advocates offer update 


__.. Planning for the Hebert Arboretum at Springside Park is advancing, 
according to project volunteers. | 
A consultant has already been hired to design a master plan for the site. 
_ Judy Macpherson and Mark Miller of the arboretum committee outlined 
— ‘several other initiatives at Monday’s park commission meeting: ) 


___* The group is applying for a $2,000 grant toward creation and publica- 
tion of educational brochures 


—  * Ninety-four metal tree identification labels are on order and will be 
attached to arboretum trees ) 


-* Twotrails at the park will be judiciously marked with ee paint to aid 


hikers. Ad sf q 4 


ba ee 6 nome 
__| Springside emergency access endorsea 


Springside Park can be used for emergency access to Reid Middle School, 
parks commissioners said:on Monday. | 

In response to an inquiry from the traffic commission, the parks board 
voted to support the concept of providing emergency access to the North 
Street school: a | 

“This is something I think is well needed, just for safety reasons,” said 
parks commissioner Rick Scapin. | 
~ Community services director Bob Mellace said he sees no problem with 
the proposal so long as the parkis used only by emergency vehicles. Mellace 
said that a locked gate might be installed. 

-Ward'1 efty councilor Bill Barry said that only emergency access is 
contemplated and that the school department would take responsibility for 
any plowing. : | 

“We wouldn't even want anything paved,” said Barry. “It’s basically just 
for fire trucks, ambulances and police cars.” 7 fo <] oe) 
AIBN, 
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Ballpark more crucial than ever 


Mayor Reilly’s plan for a new Pittsfield sta- 
dium will be revealed October 14, and while the 
plan the mayor comes up with may need fine- 
turning before it is acceptable to all parties, city 

MISCELL officials and area legislators should push ag- 
gressively to make the ballpark a reality. It will 
undoubtedly be suggested that the layoffs at 
General Dynamics means the city should re- 
trench, but that is typically backwards Pittsfield 
thinking. The city must provide the good schools 
and cultural amenities, such as the above- 
mentioned Colonial Theater and the new ball- 
park, that attract the kinds of businesses that 
factor in the quality of life of their employees. 
The recent downsizing only means these kinds 
of projects are more crucial than ever. | 

qhalt) 
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ae Probe from Al 


Initiative, is asking for immu- 
nity for former GE employees 
who carried out the dumping. 

Officials .at both the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency 
and Harshbarger’s office re- 
fused to confirm or deny yes- 
terday that any new investiga- 
tions on GE were under way. 

But a Harshbarger aide said 
the office was “reviewing the 
situation.” 

Larkin and Hodgkins feel the 
time for review is over. 

“Knough is enough,” said 
Hodgkins, who first complained 
to the EPA about GE’s dumping 
practices in 1989. 

“Back when this all surfaced, 
all of us said we wanted an in- 
tensive investigation as to 
where it was dumped,” Hodg- 
kins said. 

“Then we asked again in 1990, 
when they found PCBs in the 
playground at the Allendale 
School. And here we are seven 
years later letting these chil- 
dren play in a park where there 
are 86 parts per million PCBs.” 


‘Can’t wait for GE’ 


‘We can’t wait for GE to come 
forward with more information,” 
he said. “They haven’t in the 
past. It’s apparently not their 
concern.” 

Hodgkins’ anger was fired by 
yesterday’s announcement that 
the DEP had closed Dorothy 
Amos Park on West Street after 
dangerous levels of PCBs were 
found near playground equip- 
ment. The park was built on the 
site of a former scrap yard 
where people remember GE 
transformers being salvaged. 

Larkin’s anger was fueled by 
the realization that GE’s top of- 
ficials, including former head of 
large transformer.’ Nicholas 
Boraski and chief environmen- 
tal program manager Ronald 
Desgroseilliers, who retired in 
May, knew about the problem. 

Boraski «vas made a vice 
president in 1980. He did not 
return a call to his home. 

“Nick Boraski wasn’t just a 
worker,” Larkin said. “He was 
‘the guy.’ It was a betrayal of 
the community. The contami- 
nation was one issue. But this is 
something else. Was this con- 
veniently ignored or was it cov- 
ered up? It’s outrageous. 
There’s no way to explain it.” 

GE has claimed it was un- 
aware of the recently released 
letters and memos detailing the 
location of pollution until it was 
asked to look for them by the 
state Department of Environ- 
mental Protection in mid-1996. 

Among them were two letters 
from a retired GE plant super- 
visor who felt “compelled’’ , to 
write Desgroseilliers about the 
lurking threat of PCBs under- 
ground and around town. The 
first letter was written in 1979, 
the second in 1981. 

Also included was a 1992 
memo initialed WJC listing 10 
streets where the company 
might have a “liability” because 
of contaminated “debris.” GE 
has declined to identify the 
writer of the memo. 

GE began to investigate sev- 
eral underground plumes in 
1979, but the first recovery wells 
designed to remove the several- 
foot-thick layer of oil riding on 
top of the water table weren't 
installed until 1987. 

And the company apparently 
ignored assertions that contam- 
inated debris and fuller’s earth 
was dumped throughout resi- 
dential sections of the commu- 
nity until DEP investigations 
uncovered the pollution in 1996. 

Neither the two letters nor the 


State Rep. Peter J. Larkin 


1992 memo were turned over to 
the DEP until March 1997. 

GE spokesman Stephen C. 
Moore said the company was 
unaware of the documents and 
residential contamination until 
just recently. 

But Hodgkins pointed to a 
1989 story about unreported 
PCB dump sites that was writ- 
ten by Moore, then an envi- 
ronmental reporter for The EKa- 
gle, and based on interviews 
with company haulers. 

“This further indicates that 
he at least knew, through his 
reporting, of possible contami- 
nated sites while telling the 
public that he had no prior 
knowledge of these sites.” 

Moore now- says he was un- 
comfortable with the story be- 
cause the allegations lacked de- 
tail. He added that he consid- 
ered asking his editor, Grier 
Horner, to pull the story be- 
cause “it lacked specificity.” 

Horner, contacted yesterday, 
said Moore may have ap- 
proached him about those con- 
cerns, but he doesn’t remember 
it. 

“T thought it was a great 
story,’ Horner said. 

Moore’s story pointed to sev- 
eral parts of the GE facility that 
have since been investigated for 
PCBs and other kinds of pollu- 
tion. 

A Lanesboro property that 
later became -the Rose Super- 
fund site was among the sites 
listed in Moore’s story. 

“Neither EPA nor state De- 


‘partment of Environmental 


Protection officials who were 
contacted said they were previ- 
ously aware of the presence of 
contaminated fuller’s earth in 
Pittsfield,’’ Moore’s story read. 
As a result of the article, 
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Hodgkins wrote regional EPA 


head Julie D. Belaga in, early. 
1990, calling the fuller’s earth a. 


“clear danger” to many Pitts- 
field residents. 


Lack of follow-through 


Yesterday, Moore pointed out 
that neither the EPA nor DEP 
followed through with any ma- 
jor investigations of hauling 
practices. 

“Everyone felt we were acting 
appropriately, even the agen- 
cies,” he said. “So to suggest 
the company was the only one 
to drop the ball is wrong.” 

Ward 3 Councilor Thomas E. 


‘Hickey Jr., who has PCBs at el- 


evated levels in his biood- 
stream, disagreed. 

“It?s an outrage, to put it 
simply,” he said. “I can’t be- 
lieve the company, knowing 
there was an imminent health 
hazard, would sit on something 
like this for this long.” 

Moore also said it was unreal- 
istic to expect him to know 
about internal company deci- 
sions made before his term of 
employment. 

‘Tt don’t. have personal 
knowledge of what someone 
may have done back 10 years 
ago,” he said. 

But Hodgkins said plenty of 
ex-GE employees living in the 
community do know, and he 
urged them continue calling the 
DEP’s confidential Environ- 
mental Strike Force hot line at 
1-888-VIOLATE. (1-888-846-5283) 
The DEP says it will maintain 
callers’ anonymity, but it asks 
that callers leave a phone 
number so that investigators 
may ask follow-up questions. 

‘We have got to reclaim this 
community,’ Larkin said. 


“We've got to take it back.” 


arkshires 


me GE from Al 


Niederjohn’s letter by sending a 
copy to top officials, including 
Nicholas Boraski, the former 
head of power transformer and 
a company vice president, along 
with James Thayer, at the time 
the head of GE’s environmental 
programs. 

A handwritten “Need to dis- 
cuss the attached Niederjohn 
letter, at your convenience,” 
appeared on a memo pad bear- 
ing Desgroseilliers’ name, dated 
May 15, 1981. 

The documents, obtained by 
The Eagle this week, do not re- 
veal what discussions, if any, 
took place. 

But GE failed to report the 
possibility of any undisclosed 
areas of off-site contamination 
until directly asked about it by 
environmental regulators 15 
years later. 

And since releasing in mid- 
1996 information about five res- 
idential properties which have 
since tested positive for PCBs, 


company officials have consis- - 


tently denied knowing about the 
documents until their search. 

But Desgroseilliers worked in 
Pittsfield until May; when he 
was suddenly transferred. to 
special projects in Fairfield, 
Conn. Stephen C. Moore, a GE 
spokesman, said Desgroseilliers 
has since retired. 


Pyranol ‘scattered’ 


In a two-page memo attached 


to his letter;- -Niederjehn...at-.... 


tempted to account for thou- 
sands and thousands of gallons 
of Pyranol which he had ob- 
served being spilled and leaked 
at the GE plant, into the Hous- 
atonic River, and he feared, 
dumped upon an unsuspecting 
city. 

“The (mineral) oil around the 
Transformer Plant is being col- 


‘lected, but what about the 


Pyranol scattered around the 
community,” the letter to Des- 
groseilliers began. 

“Tt is in the landfill, the sewer 
treatment plant, off Potter 


Mountain Road, Nassau, N.Y., 
and other places,’ he wrote. 
“Some may have been dumped 
at Pete’s Diner when that oxbow 
of the Housatonic River was 
filled in. 

“Ts this not why Pyranol- 
contaminated samples show up 
in unexplained places other 
than at the plant? When will it 
get in the drinking water?” 

Desgroseilliers; contacted by 
phone, declined to answer 
questions about the documents. 

“I’m sorry, I don’t remember 
anything about residential con- 
tamination in that letter,” he 
said. 

_Boraski could not be reached 
for comment last night. 

An investigation by the DEP 
has since identified 46 residen- 
tial properties that are likely to 
have received PCB- 
contaminated fill during a 
giveaway program in the late 
1940s and 1950s. At least 18 
have tested positive for the 


‘chemical listed as a probable 


cancer-causing agent by the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. 
On Wednesday, Dorothy Amos 
Park was closed after GE re- 


‘Once we find the 
stuff, they do 
excellent work.’ 


ported high levels of PCBs in 
the playground area. The dis- 
closure infuriated local officials 
and forced the scheduled start 
of a night basketball league to 
shift to indoor courts at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club. 


Felt ‘compelled’ 


In 1979, Niederjohn felt 
‘‘compelled’”’ to write Des- 
groseilliers. to detail a large 
plume of PCB oil he discovered 
resting on top of the ground 
water. 

He wrote that he left a caisson 
buried down as~+far as his 
equipment could dig. 

“This was done with the 
thought that there would be a 
day when people would be con- 
cerned to go to the trouble. of 
removing the oil from the water 
table,”’ he wrote. gos 

“It kind of. woke -everybody 
up,” said Ward: 3, Councilor 
Thomas E. Hickey’ Jr. of the 
subsequent monitoring begun in 
‘1979. 

Later studies determined the 
main plume covered nine acres 
and was several feet thick. 
Smaller plumes were also dis- 
covered..GE has since removed 
more than 750,000 gallons of 
pure oil riding on top of the 
ground water with a complex 
pump-and-treat system. 


played the tank-truck incident 
but added more detail. 

Niederjohn apparently found 
the unattended tank draining 
into the ground. He closed the 
valve, only to return the next 
day to find the valve open and 
the truck empty. 


Andrew J. Thomas Jr. wrote 
that there was no proof the tank 
contained Pyranol. Nor did 
Niederjohn know how full the 
truck was to begin with, he 


‘ wrote. 


“I was pretty sure it had 
[Pyranol] in it,” Niederjohn said 
last night. “I can only stand by 
my opinion.” ! 

Thomas also tried to explain 
the company’s failure to dis- 
close the document until 1997 
by stating that Niederjohn had 
already spoken to the DEP 
about the incident, so it wasn’t 
news. 

“He has been very helpful,” 
agreed J. Lyn Cutler, the sec- 
tion chief of the DEP’s Pittsfield 
cleanup effort. 

It was Niederjohn’s tip to the 
agencies that caused the DEP to 
order GE to test the area in 
1996. GE initially balked, but 
samples tested out at 20,000 
ppm. Later samples tested 
higher. 

Niederjohn’s story helped 
regulators confirm their suspi- 
cions that there was more to the 
Building 68 story than a single 
spill. 

‘Throughout the negotiations 
over what to do about the hot 
spot last fall, GE never said a 
word about the Niederjohn 


The two-page memo  Actédtrni=""rnemo; even. though fax tags on 


panying Niederjohn’s 1981 letter 
also offered new information on 
a highly contaminated hot spot 
near Building 68 off East Street. 

After testing showed the 
highest levels of PCBs ever 
found on the river or the river- 
bank — up to 104,000 ppm — 
the EPA threatened to use 
emergency provisions of the 
Superfund law to order GE to 
clean it up..GE had proposed to 
cover the contamination with 
concrete. 

Company officials attributed 
the hot spot to a single, 1,000- 
gallon tank rupture of pure 
PCBs. 


‘Tremendous glob’ 


Niederjohn’s memo said that 
it was a 15,000-gallon tank that 
ruptured, and that “the hot ma- 
terials spilled out on the river- 
bank and cooled like a tremen- 
dous glob of soft wax.” His 
memo suggests the tank wasn't 
full; he wrote that 50 gallons, 
“most of the spill,” was cleaned 
up. 

But his memo also described 
a 5,000-gallon tank-truck load of 
spent Pyranol drained at the 
site “because no one could be 
secured to haul the discarded 
Pyranol away.” There could 
have been other such instances, 
he added. 

The spill occurred between 
1974 and 1977, just before the 
EPA banned the production of 
PCBs. PCBs are still in use to- 


- day in old transformers. 


Another Niederjohn memo 
roughly. estimates that 3,317 
tons of Pyranol were spilled or 
lost in the 20 years before 1981. 

In the March 1997 cover letter 
to the DEP, a GE official down- 


the top of the document show 
officials were sending it around 
in November 1996. 

And in 1993, GE officials ar- 
gued that the pollution in the 
river was well chararacterized 
by years and years of tests. No 
more testing was needed, they 
said. 

It would be three more years 
before the hot spot was discov- 
ered. 

EPA officials speaking on 
background said that this pat- 
tern was a GE staple. First 
company officials deny there’s a 
problem. Then they balk at 
testing. After the tests come 
back positive, then the company 
“finds” documents on the sub- 
ject. 

The officials said that the 
pattern has held true for con- 
tamination discovered at the 
Allendale School, in back yards 
near a dismantled dam on 
Deming Street, near Building 
68, and the newly found resi- 
dential dump sites. 


‘Catch us...’ 


“Once we find the stuff, they 
do excellent work,” the official 
said. “But until we call them on 
it, it’s ‘Catch us if you can.’ ” 

GE spokesman Stephen C. 
Moore denies that GE had 
withheld any information from 
regulators. 

“T think our efforts have been 
diligent,” Moore said. “As dif- 
ferent things have been identi- 
fied, the focus changes. I think 
everything has been done in 
good faith and with a clear con- 
science.’ It has been. our intent 
to respond to these things as 
thoroughly as we can, and it 
remains that way.” 





Winter Carnival cross country ski Feb. 9 


att : é : ‘1k untry 
The Pittsfield Winter Carnival will hold a5 kilometer cross CO 
ski race on Sunday, Feb. 9, at the Canterbury Farm cross country 
ki center in Becket. ; | fae . 
: The race will begin at 10 a.m. There is no registration fee. Regis- 
tration begins at 9 a.m. race day in the Canterbury Farm Ski aoe 
No preregistrations will be accepted. Competition will take place in 


ender and age group categories. rs iv 
: A 1-kilometer fun race will take place after the main competition 


 eiariation! DenniseRerry, 40907607) HAY | Qe 


Winter Carnival ice trial this weekend 


Automobiles will dot Onota Lake this weekend (weather permit- 
ting) as the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee Inc. of the Pittsfield 
Department of Parks and Recreation sponsors the 37th annual ice 
trials as part of Pittsfield’s 52nd annual Winter Carnival. The event 


is held in cooperation with the Mohawk-Hudson Region of the 
Sports Car Club of America. 


The competition, open to all types of automobiles, starts Saturday 
and Sunday mornings with registration at $ a.m. at the Controy 
Pavilion at Burbank Park off Lakeway Drive. Timed runs will begin 
at 11 a.m. with drive-arounds for course familiarization at 10. Each 
day is contested as a separate event. 


The event is a test of driving skills on ice, and since each car 
3 i | runs separately, there is no danger of collision. The winding course 
: , Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff is approximately 1 to 2 miles long. Trophies will be awarded for the 


| | top third of each class. The classes, with each class duplicated for 
Common purpose Lath ON : ? 


| : Monday. J 20. 1997 studded tires, include: front engine with rear wheel drive, front 
Boys engage in a rousing game of hockey on newly prepared rink at the First Street Common in Pittsfield yesterday. 1Onday, January 2U, engine with front wheel drive; rear engine with rear wheel drive, 4 
: | wheel drive, other specialized vehicles. 


Helmets (loaners are available) must be worn and seat belts used. 
The entry fee is $15. Clark Nicholls of Lee is Ws % Infor- 


mation: 243-3433. Lic 4 / oe) | 


Winter Carnival speed skating Saturday 


The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club and the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee of the Department of Community Services and 
Parks and Recreation will host the Pittsfield Short Track Speed 
Skating Championships Saturday at the Vietnam. Veterans’ Memo- 
rial Skating Rink in North Adams. ES / i 

Starting time is noon. Admission is free. ( may l 7 7 


OP Pao Senos Pas 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Stat 


For the Common good 


| Fi his colleagues spray water on the 
i of freezing weather over the weekend, Pittsfield Firefighter Paul Healey and two of ! 
| ail Ginece Conitiont to focay the first skating rink of the season there. Low temperature yesterday was 11 below zero. 





Carnival derby prize; 


‘Kubica’s pickerel wins’ 


b19 
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Ice trials, Family Day list winners 


PITTSFIELD — Robert 
Kubica, a well-known successful 
area ice fisherman, hauled in a 
20-inch, 23/4-pound pickerel to 
win the grand prize in the ice 
fishing derby, while Pittsfield 
youngsters Adam Kileen and 
Herbert Perze brought home 
first-place finishes in sled rac- 
ing and speed skating, high- 
lighting the competition at 
Family Day festivities Sunday 
at Onota Lake. 

Family Day events were part 
of the 52nd annual Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival, hosted by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee, Inc. 

Favorable weather resulted in 
a big turnout for the day’s 
events, which included the 
fishing derby, golf on ice, kite 
flying, snow sculptures, a 
horseshoe tournament on ice, 
sled races, speed skating races 
and snowshoe races. 


Conn. driver is fastest 


In a separate Winter Carnival 
competition Saturday, Timothy 
Mather of East Hartford, Conn., 
posted the fastest overall time 
and won two categories in the 
ice trials, which attracted 41 
competitors in a variety of ve- 
hicles. 


The ice trials were hosted by 
the Mohawk Hudson Region of 
the Sports Car Club of America. 
Nine classes of vehicles com- 
peted over the 1.1-mile winding 
course that was marked with 
bright orange pylons to define 
the turns. Each driver made five 
separate timed runs around the 
course, attempting to obtain the 
lowest time possible. 


Mather led the way in his 
1991 Nissan Sentra SE, winning 
the category for front engine, 
front-wheel drive, with bolts or 
screws in the tires, finishing in 
84.878 seconds. He also won the 
front-engine, front-drive cate- 
gory for unstudded tires. 


Additional ice trials will be 
held as part of the Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival on Saturday, 
Feb. 15, and Sunday, Feb. 16. 
Ice trial winners are as fol- 
lows: 


Front engine, front drive — bolts or 
screws in tires (3 entrants): Timothy Mather, 
East Hartford, Conn., 1991 Nissan Sentra 
SE, 84.878 seconds. 

Front engine, front drive — studded tires 
(7 entrants): Robert Moser, Hinsdale, 1989 
Honda Civic, 97.157 seconds. 


Front engine, front drive — unstudded 
tires (11 entrants): Timothy Mather, East 
Hartford, Conn., 1991 Nissan Sentra SE, 
105.814 seconds. 


Front engine, rear drive — screws in tires 
(1 entrant): John Fairweather, Pittsfield, 
1975 Chevrolet Malibu, 91.161 seconds. | 

Front engine, rear drive — studded tires 
(2 entrants): Ramzi Dager, Worcester, 1974 
Alfa Romeo, 119.215 seconds. 

Front engine, rear drive — unstudded 
tires (6 entrants): Chuck Larson, Hinsdale, 
1983 Camaro Z-28, 105.157 seconds. 

Four wheel drive — unstudded tires (2 
entrants): Jim Larson, Hardwick, 1992 Ford 
Ranger pickup truck, 111.936 seconds. 

Rear engine, rear drive — bolts in tires (3 
entrants): Dave Kosla, Pittsfield, 1987 
Toyota MR2, 87.224 seconds. 

Green machine — bolts in tires (6 en- 
\isrrc Mark Formel, Great Barrington, 


» 1971 Chevy Chevelle, 99.588 seconds. J 


Winter Carnival 


FAMILY DAY RESULTS 


Golf on ice: 1. Warren Abele, Richmond; 
2. Antony Arena, Pittsfield; 3. Allan Cas- 
sidy, Pittsfield. 

Kite Flying: Best appearance — Gog- 
gins family, Pittsfield; most original — 
Pezze family, Pittsfield; highest — Michael 
Candelet, Pittsfield. 

Snow sculpture: 1. Marco Allessio, 
Pittsfield; 2. Cuddihy family, Pittsfield; 3. 
Marissa Provencher, Pittsfield. 

Horseshoe tournament: Boys’ Division 
— |. Michael Dobson; 2. Matt Lyon. Girls’ 
Division — 1. Carrie Lewis; 2. Lisa Dobson. 
Men’s Division — 1. Paul Cuddihy; 2. Bill 
Egan. Women’s Division — 1. Donna Bor- 
deau; 2. Chris Cuddihy. 

Boys’ sled races: Under 6 — 1. Anthony 
Rufo, Pittsfield; 2. Eric Leitch, Pittsfield; 3. 
Nicholas Duclos, Cheshire. Age 6-7 — 1. 
Zachary Bishop, Hancock; 2. Kevin Pravia, 
Pittsfield; 3. Jesse Rose, Pittsfield. Age 8- 
10 — 1. Adam Killeen, Pittsfield; 2. Adam 
Pires, Pittsfield; 3. Mike Bak, Cheshire. Age 
11-12 — 1. Herbert Perze, Pittsfield; 2. 
Nathan Pompi, Pittsfield; 3. Michael Can- 
delet, Pittsfield. 

Girls’ sled races: Under 6 — 1. Jenna 
Rose, Pittsfield; 2. Anna Wheeler, Pittsfield; 
3. Abby Bishop, Hancock. Age 6-7 — 1. 
Lilly Phillips, Pittsfield; 2. Nicole Farrar, 
Pittsfield; 3. Kayla Egan, Pittsfield. Age 8- 
10 — 1. Nikki Wheeler, Pittsfield; 2. Step- 
hanie Zuber, Pittsfield; 3. Shanna Perze, 
Pittsfield. Age 11-12 — 1. Tabitha Leggette, 


Pittsfield; 2. Cassie Levesque, Adams; 3. i | Have ice, will play 


Megan Rose, Pittsfield. 


s. 


Boys’ skating races: Under 6 — 1. Tay- ; Mark Leonard of Pittsfield plays hockey on the Common in Pittsfield. Justin Barbieri is behind him. 


lor Dunn, Pittsfield; Age 6-7 — 1. Kyle 
Egan, Pittsfield; 2. Cody Civello, Pittsfield; 
3. Kevin Pravia, Pittsfield. Age 8-10 — 1. aR 
Adam Killeen, Pittsfield; 2. Eddie Pezze, 
Pittsfield; 3. Zachary Crosier, Pittsfield. Age 
11-12 — 1. Herbert Perze, Pittsfield. 

Girls’ skating races: Under 6 — 1. Lin- 
say Bell, Pittsfield; 2. Kristi Pezze, Pittsfield. 
Age 6-7 — 1. Jaclyn Candelet, Pittsfield; 2. 
Briana Flynn, Pittsfield; 3. Kayla Egan, 
Pittsfield. Age 8-10 — 1. Amanda Flynn, 
Pittsfield; 2. Sara Flynn, Pittsfield; 3. Eliza- 
beth Goggins, Pittsfield. Age 11-12 — 1. 
Lisa Dobson, Pittsfield; 2. Sharon Dobson, 
Pittsfield; 3. Cassie Levesque, Adams. 

Snowshoe races: Girls’ Division — 1. 
Kayla Egan, Pittsfield; 2. Jaclyn Candelet, 
Pittsfield; 3. Lauren Clement, Pittsfield. 
Boys’ Division — 1. Devin Shea, Pittsfield; 
2. Adam Pires, Pittsfield; 3. Mike Bak, 
Cheshire. Women’s Division — 1. Diane 
Egan, Pittsfield; 2. Audrey Kelly, Pittsfield. 
Men’s Division — 1. Fred Garner Jr., Pitts- 
field; 2. Dan Kelly, Pittsfield. 

Fishing Derby: Grand Prize — Robert 
Kubica, Pittsfield, 20-inch pickerel, 2% 
pounds. Men’s Division — 1. Myron Proper; 

2. Dennis Melle. Women’s Division — 1. 
Tony Farmer, Pittsfield. Boys’ Division — 1. . 
Adam Healey, Pittsfield) 2. Ryan Elser, « 
Pittsfield: 3. Brian Farmer, Pittsfield. | 
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Winter Carnival alpine, 
cross country skiing 


scheduled this weekend 


Pittsfield Winter Carnival athletic competition continues in 
high gear this weekend, with the Pittsfield City Ski Meet to- 
morrow at Bousquet and the cross country competition Sun- 
day at Canterbury Farm in Becket. : 

Tomorrow’s City Ski Meet, open to youngsters 13 and under 
from Pittsfield and surrounding communities, is an easy giant 
slalom that begins at 10 a.m. There is no entry fee. Trophies 
will be awarded to the top three boys and top three girls in 
age groups 7-under, 8-10 and 11-13, with separate competition 
for experienced and inexperienced racers. | 

Entry forms will be available up to the start of the race. All 


entry forms must be signed by a parent or guardian. Informa- 
tion: Dave Melle, 684-3050. 


Cross country race Sunday 


Sunday, the five-kilometer cross country freestyle competi- 
tion will be at 10 a.m. at Canterbury Farm, located on Fred 
Snow Road in Becket. There is no registration fee, no prereg- 
istration, and sign-up begins at 9 a.m. at the Canterbury Farm 
ski lodge. A one-kilometer fun race for young children will 
follow the main event, and awards will be handed out at the 
conclusion of the program. 

Plaine’s Bike Golf Ski Shop will award a $50 gift certificate 
to the overall men’s and women’s. winners in the five- 
kilometer race. Free T-shirts will go to the first 25 racers who 
register. Trophies and ribbons will be awarded to top finishers 
In various age and gender divisions. Information: Dennis 
Barry (499-7697), Dave Drugmand (623-6651) or Canterbury 
Farm (623-8765). | | . 


Sports committee 


begins button contest 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee has 
started the 53rd annual button 
design contest. The forms have 
been delivered to the city’s 
public and parochial schools. 

The deadline for all entries is 
Monday. Participants can mail 
or bring entries to the Depart- 
ment of Recreation, 874 North 
St., or individual school offices. 

Tice ae Sports Committee 
bats 
vill judge the entries/ B ey [ 77 


Winter Carnival 
coronation ball 


set for Feb. 21 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee Inc. of 
the Department of Community 
Services has announced that 
the annual queen’s coronation 
ball will be held on Friday, Feb. 
21, at the Itam Lodge. 


Police Chief Anthony Riello 
will be master of ceremonies at 
the event, which is chaired by 
Laurie A. Mantegari and Tonia 
M. Polidoro. 

Dance music will be provided 
by Larry Kratka of Boogie 
Bunny from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. The 
ball is the culmination of the 
annual contest sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee of the Department of 
Community Services Parks and 
Recreation. 


Queen contestants who have 
sold the required number of 
carnival buttons during the 
three weeks of button sales will 
be interviewed by a panel of 
three out-of-town judges. The 


judges will select the 1997 Win- 


ter Carnival queen and lady-in- 
waiting. 

Tickets are available at the 
Parks Department office at 874 
North St. and are $6 per person. 
Tables seat 10 people and res- 


ervations are suggested: 442- 
Fo ean | 


eth), 3 


t/s 


Photo by Kelly Gray 


he 





The event melts their hearts 
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Photos by Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


| Tim Mather heads down a clear path on Onota Lake yesterday in his Nissan Sentra during an auto racing event. Below, an unidentified driver 
needs help out of the snow after sliding off the track. The event was part of the annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival, which continues today. 


Auto racing 


on the ice 


a slick trick for some 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Normally, automobile 
drivers try to avoid ice. i 

So, one might be tempted to think 
that the drivers of the 39 or so cars 
who took to Onota Lake for a bit of 
racing yesterday were not entirely 
normal. 

And there were, if truth be told, 
some decidedly not-normal cars, like 
Tim Mather’s bestickered Nissan 
Sentra, decked out in full rally trim 
with banks of halogen driving lamps, 
an internal roll cage, aftermarket 
header and high-volume air filter; or 
Pittsfielder Steve Scott’s. modified 
Volkswagen Beetle, with broad bands 

_of studs — screws, actually — screwed 
into the open tires and a straight pipe 
jutting from the rear engine. 

But there were many more family 
cars and pickups. The sport’s adher- 
ents say there’s no better way to learn 
how to handle ice in the family car 
than by trying to go fast on it. 

“People sometimes think were a 
bunch of rednecks,” said 46-year-old 
Bruce Taylor of Pittsfield, enjoying a 
pipeful of tobacco as he took a turn as 
starter. “But you don’t have to have a 
race car to participate. Lots of people 
bring their everyday cars.” 

Plus, it’s just plain fun. 

“No one ever comes here and has 


not had a good time,” he added. 

“When you slide on the road, the 
first reaction for many people is “Oh- 
my-God-accident, police, insurance, 
lawsuit,’ ”’ said Mark Majcher, a former 
Lee resident and ice racing aficionado 
now living in Hollis, N.H. 

“But out here, there’s nothing for 
you to hit. And it’s amazing what you 
learn about your car. There’s no better 
way to learn car control.” 

“It teaches you the right instincts,” 
said Alan Madison, 51, of Chatham, 
N.Y., as he sat in his idling station 
wagon reading the paper. “It teaches 
you how to correct, and not overcor- 
rect, when you get into any kind of 
skid.” 

As usual, the time-trial style event 
was run by the Mohawk Hudson chap- 

ter of the Sports Car Club of America. 
Race organizer Clark W. Nicholls of 
Lee explained that drivers entered the 
timing station of the 1.1-mile course 
after a flying start and reached speeds 
of up to 75 miles per hour on the first 
straightaway. Then they negotiated — 
with varying degrees of success — a 90 
degree right turn, which led them 
through a linked series of road-race- 
style curves hemmed only by the 
broad expanse of snow. 

The final curve was a wide, right- 
hand sweeper where drivers let it all 
hang out searching for that last little 


bit of speed to carry to the finish. 
Runs were timed to the nearest hun- 
dredth of a second, with penalties 
added for striking pylons. For safety’s 
sake, only two drivers were allowed on 
the course at the same time. 


Special tires 

About one-third had specialty tires 
studded with metal screws or even 
bolts. Because of the considerable 
traction advantage, these cars ran in 
their own class. 

One garish vehicle, the venerable 


300 cubic-inch Chevrolet Malibu 
dubbed ‘The Green Machine,’ was 


available for those who chose not to 
test the traction limits of the family 


runabout. 


But lined up for the start were a 
large number of stock vehicles, in- 
cluding a mid-80s Toyota Corolla, a 
late 80s Pontiac Sunbird and perhaps 
the epitome of suburban domesticity, a 
1995 Honda Civic. One racer, whose 
name will remain anonymous, contin- 
ued an honored tradition by showing 
up with a Hertz Rent-a-Car, and gave 
the engine a proper thrashing on the 
Onota ice. 


ma a ce continued on B4 


a Ice from B1 


on Old sports cars were fashion- 
“able, with Alfa Romeos and 

BMWs in the mix. Volkswagens 

were well represented, with a 

GTI, the souped-up Beetle, a 

VW pickup and a loud Jetta that 

looked like it was rescued off a 

Salvage lot. 

Last year, Madison, a film 

»-producer, heard about the event 
from a friend and decided to 
give it a try. He showed up in 

_his white Audi Quattro station 
wagon and — without any prac- 
tice — won his class. 

Madison might be considered 
_ a Tinger: he’s had several years 

» 1n all-wheel-drive Quattros and 

brushed up his skills at the Skip 

Barber racing school in Lime 
“Rock, Conn. 

Mather, 32, the chief installer 
for the giant Tweeter car elec- 
tronics store in East Hartford, 
Conn. uses ice races to keep his 
skills sharp. His Sentra was 
propelled by a stock four- 
f cylinder, 1,600 cubic centimeter 
‘engine with 139,000 miles on it. 
: The engine might have been 
»Stock, but thanks to the modi- 
«tied header, the exhaust had the 
=tenor of a large snowmobile. 

= Mather said he’s done the 

Mount Washington hill climb in 

=8 minutes, 19 seconds. “Won 

“3100 bucks one year,” he said. 

= Big stuff,” 

ee “It’s tough when you’re -com- 

wpeting against 600 to 700 

Bales all-wheel drive 

eears,” said 31-year-old Blaine 

Anderson of Newington, Conn., 

“Mather’s co-driver and naviga- 

stor in rally competition. 

w When the car wags new, 

“Mather said, it produced 110 hp, 

« but probably couldn’t push 

« More than 100 now. “It’s kind of 

= tired.” 

« But the extensively modified 

» Car moved like it had the ad- 

. vantage of several extra horse- 

= power, especially when he ran 

» the set of screw-studded tires. 

= “We'll do runs non-screwed 

“ and screwed,” he said, a twinkle 

» In his eye. “And right now, I am 

* screwed.” 

e Mather installs the screws 

» Tight through the tread, where 

., they're anchored into a layer of 

= neoprene. There’s also an inner 

» tube in there, just to be sure. 

* Screwed tires let him get 

: through the course averaging 40 

« to 50 mph better than'standard 

“tires, he said. But after these 

« Tuns, he and Anderson retire to 

swap wheels and run a few laps 
on high-performance winter 
tires. 

In accordance with rally car 
rules, Mather’s Sentra had some 
doubly unusual touches, like 
the fluorescent orange stickers 
indicating where the tow hooks 
were and neat lettering on each 
door indicating the blood type 
of driver and navigator. Mather 
is O-positive. 

“It doesn’t happen often,” 
Anderson said with a shrug. 
“But when you go off some- 
times, it can get bad. We’re not 
“in the upper classes, but some 
of those guys can hit 160 mph, 
So it can get bad.” 

“What do you mean, ‘We’re 
not in the upper class?’ ” 
Mather interjected through his 
full-face helmet. 

: While his basic car is an “ec- 

_ 0no-box”’ bought more for its 39 

, Mpg economy than its scream- 

‘Ing top-end performance, 

, Mather has no easy estimate for 

= how much money he’s spent on 

« the roll-bars, internal supports, 

= auxiliary gauges and the like. 

= “Ask the IRS,” he Said. “They 

= ought to know, since I write it 
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Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Stat! 
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Spectacle on North Street 
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Allendale School float, Jessica Ziemek, 7, center, 


and Kelsey Hook, 5, right, look pensive as they wait for 


en G Berksnire Cagie é 


the Halloween Parade to start last night. At left is Kara 


Potter, 7, clad as Cruella De Vil. 


hla 


Halloween Parade draws a crowd 


By Timothy Q. Cebula 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mild, dry 
weather made conditions ideal 
for both spectators and partici- 
pants in the city’s 53rd annual 
Halloween Parade last night. 
'Poliee estimates put the 
crowd at about 12,000, a slightly 
better showing than last year, 
attributed to the favorable 
weather. People lined the side- 
walks from the start of the pa- 
rade on East Street and along 
North Street to its conclusion 
near Wahconah Park. 

“About 1,200 people marched 
1 the parade, which included 


16 floats and vehicles, 13 
schools and marching units and 
three marching bands. Cos- 
tumed revelers ran the gamut 
from horrifying to hilarious — 
ax-wielding maniacs with 
hockey masks, three-legged 
ghouls, walking M&Ms and 
more witches than you could 
shake a broomstick at. 


A bus decorated by city bus 
drivers took on the look of a gi- 
ant black widow spider with 
glowing yellow eyes. A nearby 
group clad all in black, Berk- 
shire County Pagans United, 


carried a banner bearing pen- 


tagrams and were accompanied 


by a sleek, black Great Dane. 

In the float competition, Eg- 
remont School, which portrayed 
a haunted house under. con- 
struction, took the blue ribbon. 
Williams School, with its Dr. 
Seuss-inspired float, “Bat in the 
Hat,” won second place. 

A ‘‘Hometown Haunted 
House” by Allendale School 


won third place. “It’s a lot of 


fun, but a lot of work,” said Al- 


lendale parent Debbie Rob-— 
itaille, co-chairman of the 


school’s float project. 
“All for 15 minutes of glory,” 
she joked. De etn Rey es 3 
The Pittsfield High School 


marching band won first place 
in the band competition, fol- 
lowed by Taconic High School 
in second and the Eagles Band 
in third. 

First-place winners in both 
the band and float contests re- 
ceive $150, while second- and 
third-place winners get $125 and 
$100, respectively. 


Judges also awarded 25 rib- 
bons for outstanding costumes. 
The winners, who will be an- 
nounced in a week or two, will 
receive gift certificates to. Bur- 
ger King and Wendy’s, ‘said 
John C. Marchesi, director of 
the Department of Recreation. 





Mihi LLL LIES 


Touring his new home, Pittsfield Mets pitching co 
tsfield Mets president Rick Murphy, right. 


wife, Joan, left, and Pit 
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Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


ach Bob Stanley, front, gets a look at Wahconah Park with his 


pal 


Bob Stanley steams into town 


Mets’ new pitching coach visits 


By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield Mets pitching 
coach Bob Stanley promises local base- 
ball fans one thing when .they come to 
Wahconah Park this summer ~~ the Mets 
pitchers will be prepared. 


T was always a Mets fan 
when I grew up in New 
Jersey, except n 1986, 
when I became a Mets 


“T was always in the game, watching 
how everyone pitched. ’m going to stress 
that to the kids. Even though you’re not 


hater.’ 


pitching, you should be watching,” he 
said. “The most important thing is you 
have to stay in the game, even if you're 


not actually in it.” 


Stanley, the former standout pitcher 
for the Boston Red Sox, made a pre- 


season visit to town yesterday, speaking World Series. 


to the Pittsfield Rotary Club and then 
meeting with area sportswriters and 


broadcasters. 


became a Mets hater.” 


! eer Beeb ae f- 
sional baseball since retiring in 1989 a Ha Berkahire Hilton, 


ter 13 years in the majors. It is somewhat 
ironic that his first coaching stint comes 
for the New York Mets, the team that 


Upgrade Wahconah Park, or else 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


The current Wahconah Park 
should be upgraded to accom- 
modate the Pittsfield Mets or- 
ganization. Both parties should 
be willing, to compromise. 
Berkshire County as well as 
Pittsfield all have something to 
lose if the Mets move out of this 
area. The Pittsfield Mets organ- 
ization donates and supports 


many civic youth organizations 


throughout the county. 

The fans of Berkshire County 
have shown’ their support by 
this year with the highest at- 
tendance of past years. It’s time 
for the City Council of Pittsfield 
to get off its high horse and try 
to compromise with the Mets 
organization in improving the 
facility at Wahconah Park. I 
firmly believe that if a new sta- 


dium was built, there wouldn’t 


°. 


be enough patronage to fill it 
anyway; therefore, the current 
park should stay. 


Pittsfield Mets baseball is as 
close to professional baseball as 
we can get in Berkshire County. 
It is exciting family entertain- 
ment at a price cheaper than 
the movies. Pittsfield and 
Berkshire County can’t afford to 
lose this club.’The City Council 
needs to move this issue along 
as fast as possible or the Mets 
will move on and leave us all 
shaking our heads. 


Lee is becoming the vital en- 
try to the Berkshires. Perhaps 
our Community Development 
Corporation would snap up the 
Mets; at this stage of the game, 
anything is possible. | 

PAULA NE 
Lee, Aug. 18, 199 


PLL 9D 


— Bob Stanley 


beat the Red Sox and crushed the hopes 
of their New England fans in the 1986 


“T was always a Mets fan when I grew 


up in New Jersey, except in 1986, when I 
said Stanley, 


This is Stanley’s first job in profes- drawing hearty laughter from the Rotary 
members during a luncheon yesterday at 


No one needed to be reminded that 
Stanley was the one on the moun 


his 1997 summer home 


Mookie Wilson’s grounder went through 
the legs of first baseman Bill Buckner, 
capping the Mets’ improbable comeback 
in Game 6 of that World Series. 

“Hopefully, someday I'll be back in the 
big leagues with the Mets and win a 
world championship.” 


Boston’s only 100-100 man 


Stanley was 115-97 with 132 saves in 13 
years with the Red Sox. He is the only 
pitcher in Boston history to compile 100 
wins and 100 saves. Stanley said he had 
been trying to get back into baseball for a 
couple of seasons, but was unable’ to 
hook up with the Red Sox. 


“They just didn’t have an opportunity. 
I think it was Lou Gorman who recom- 
men. 2d my name and | got a call from 
the Mets. They flew me to [Port St. 
Lucie] Florida, they liked what I said and 
they hired me,’ Stanley recalled. 

The newest member of the New York 
Mets organization will be going to Port 


STANLEY, continued on C3 


a St nley from Cl 
(HAY 

St. Lucie at the end of February 
to begin working with the minor 
league pitchers and catchers. 
He'll return to Pittsfield in time 
for the New York-Penn League 
season, which begins on June 
17. Stanley will bring his wife, 
Joan, and three children to the 
area this summer. The Stanley 
family will stay together when 
the Met t home and will 
return to their Wenham home 
when the club hits the road. 

It’s not as if Stanley has been 
completely out of baseball since 
1989. He has helped teach 
pitching to individuals from his 
home, and spent two years as 
the junior varsity baseball coach 
at Hamilton-Wenham Regional 
High School. But now he’s 
looking forward to spending a 
lot more time with young hurl- 
ers — time he didn’t have with 
the high schoolers. or 

“J worked with high school 
kids the last few years, for only 
about a month and a half, and 
you couldn’t do anything be- 
cause of New England weather, 
he explained. “Now, I’ll be down 


fin Florida] from the end of 


February.” 
Many tales to tell 


need? He was also one win 
away from breaking the [Red 
Sox win record] of the greatest 
pitcher, Cy Young, and he left.” 
When asked about modern 
relief pitchers, Stanley told re- 
porters there’s too much spe- 
cialization that takes away from 
relievers’ accomplishments. 
“you have your long man, 
your middle man, your setup 
man for the short man. I always 
said if Dick Radatz pitched to- 
day, he’d have 90 saves. I don’t 
think saves are a big deal any- 
more. You have guys who have 
50 saves that pitch 50 innings,” 
he said. | 


Best team was 1978 


It didn’t take Stanley long at 
all to) give his opinion when a 
reporter asked which of the 13 


Boston teams he played for was 
the best. “1978,” he said enthu- 


siastically. “Hitting-wise Wwe 


Don’t replace Wahconah Le rk 


To ihe Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Someone from our fair city will 


come up with a solution 


new stadium. Take Wahconah 
Park, turn it around, turn it 


. 


were awesome. WE could be 
down four runs going into the 


‘ninth inning, and we could win 


by six. Butch Hobson hit 30 
home runs from the ninth posi- 
tion [in the batting order]. I 
wouldn’t have wanted to pitch 
against that team.” : 


The new Mets coach started 
his career playing for the old 
Elmira Pioneers of the New 
York-Penn League, SO Stanley 
said he’s excited about hitting 
the road with manager Doug 
Davis and the rest of the club. 


“The New York-Penn League 
wasn’t that bad. I think our first 
trip to Williamsport is about six 
hours. That'll be fun, I’m look- 
ing forward to ite ae said. 
“Auburn’s in the league, | 
played there and I played in > 
Oneonta. I’m looking forward to 
going back there. Itll bring 
back some good memories.” 


Pittsfield Darlings 1n ittsfield’s 
football. We paid the rent for 
lights, police, maintenance and 
we had the fog; the sun and 
wetlands for more than 47 years 
without blacktop. Maybe black- 


for a 


Stanley, a quality ‘storyteller, 
had the Rotarians and their 
guests laughing over stories 
about former Red Sox manager. 
Don Zimmer and the aftermath 
of the 1986 World Series loss to: 
the Mets. Stanley was also, just 
as when he was playing, ready 
to give an honest opinion. | 

For example, Stanley said he 
thought Roger Clemens should 
have stayed put. 

“There’s no loyalty an 
not with players or owners. If 
was Roger Clemens, I probably | 
would have stayed {in Boston],” : 

Stanley told the Rotarians. “He - 

was offered a ¢90 million con- 

tract. How much more do you. 


Baseball stadium 


would be positive step 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
i city has nothing to show 
me i way of accomplishments 
ae vA sale ree hear is we 
ave 
ee Station to be ene 
ae should have gone 
asia gly Should never 
pos ttsfield, the lakes 
aces not be drawn down in 
y and the islands are not 
saa net Street. 
are all negative thi 
pipe o which we cannot ae 
ae € now have a chance to 
a new baseball stadium 


There is city-owned land off 


Benedict Road 
that w 
ee location for a Lh ae 
Be fae has outlived its 
ee € stands are uncom- 
the i and not safe. The park- 
Hea a sas a the field is in 
ee be, but has poor drain- 
Wouldn’t it b ice 
€ nice to m 
pei In a correct alPBOHIOH tor 
change? ‘i 
Ba would be nice to have the 
bs a that was spent on sur- 
ys that were never used. Most 
Br were snow jobs Sire 
€ politicians wond 
ler 
pe businesses, priate Ni 
yl Sal industries do not come 
aah tsfield. We do not have the 
on ities, such as large halls to 
a ees Our sports are- 
vee e Boys and Girls 


Let the thinkers get smart. 


GEO 
26 Windsor Ayer TO RNELL 


Pittsfield, Feb. 13, 1997 


sideways, move it up OF around 
or any way but don’t destroy 
this park. 

There is a lot of land from 
Wahconah Street to Seymour 
Street. From 1940 to 1950 the 
Tyler Aces played all amateur 
sports which | managed and di- 
rected, then I turned from ama- 
teur to semi-pro. In baseball, 
basketball and football we 
played our games at this park 
and we drew 2,000 to 4.000 
people every Sunday. In foot- 
ball, Roger O’Gara, sportswriter 
for The Eagle, called us the 


top will do the job. Don't de- 
stroy Wahconah Park. 


Let’s not forget before the 
Tyler Aces and school activities 
and the Mets, we had the Pitts- 
field Electrics, a great baseball 
team, same sun, Same park and 
9 lot of wet land there. 


We played there 47 years ago. 
If we build a new park, will the 
Mets take a 10 to 2.0 year lease? 

JOE BORLETTO 


381 Dalton Ave. | 
Pittsfield, Jan. 29, 1997 


At the plate 


* “I’m opposed to welf AIF 
are for elt : 
Poise Avlos millionaires” — at-large incumbent 


; 


° “Notat this point in time” — 
at-large challenger Guy Noto 
“ne “IT don’t think we can afford 
it” —ward 1 incumbent Bill Barry 

* “T don’t think the funds are 
here” —ward | challenger Steven 
Alger. | 
| Recent public meeti 
oe a aaa best — polite interest in the sapeel rarES uae 
ee poh Somes among elected officials appears to be council 
Hs oyle Jr. — and even he sounds:less optimistic these 


_ Voters will have a say with indi 
November a be ees a non-binding stadium question on the 
e question reads: “Do you approve the constructi 
| struct ipt 
Th ae seat stadium, in Pittsfield, with any city ae ae 
ee ifficulty with the question — and much of the debate about the 
: aa project — is the vagueness of “any city funds.” ; 
age Hn some city funds on a stadium that could be used by the 
ate : 2 et and ees for other groups would be a wise eee 
ets provide a uni t 
Poet ee eee que attraction, helping to put the city onthe 
But the finances are unclear so evei | 
unclear so even voters whesupport the stadi 
sah must grapple with giving the impression of eee a 
check” for a new facility. a ee 
If the stadium initiative fails | i 
if . — as the elected offici ici 
Reet an alternative solution should become a 7 pha 
a z financing possibilities have been alluded to — re should be 
. % e -Some councilors have called for furtherrenovations to Wahconah 
ark. Specific plans should be fast-tracked. — | = 


After a brushback pitch, a batter needs to pees confidently 


' return to the plate and hit the next pitch 7. | 
Sd & Jae OR5 | 
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By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Members of the City 
Council’s Finance Committee, despite 
reservations over the city’s ability to 


t 


fund a 4,500-seat stadium on its own, 
appear ready to appropriate $30,000 to 
study possible sites for the new park. — 

Karlier this year, the City Council 
approved a license agreement with 


National Pastime Co., the group which 
owns the Pittsfield Mets, that included 
a schedule for studying, financing and 
building a new 4,500-seat park for the 


team. 


New ballpark a 
waste of money 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


tt has been difficult for me to 
imagine our city spending $16 
million for a baseball stadium 
that would benefit only a small 
portion of Pittsfield’s popula- 
tion. This impresses me as an- 
other example of taxpayers’ 
dollars being wasted in a way 
that mainly benefits special in- 
terest groups while uprooting 
establishing residents and 
businesses. 

Consider the apartment 
houses that must be purchased 
only to be torn down. RBS Used 
Cars will be forced to close al- 
together or move to a less ad- 
vantageous location. And how 
long will the newly resurfaced 
Wahconah Street be torn up 
while noisy construction  dis- 
turbs the patients at BMC? Be- 
sides, with more jobs being lost 
who will be able to afford tickets 
to the games? Will “our” bal] 
team stay in Pittsfield or move 
to some other city because of a 
more enticing offer? 

On the up side, with all the 
businesses moving away from 
the downtown section of North 
Street, the baseball fans proba- 
bly will not cause any disrupt- 
ing traffic jams. 

Why not remodel the old fa- 
cility and invest the money 
saved to bring new businesses 
and job opportunities to what 
our 4th of July parade commit- 
tee claims is Main Street, USA? 

WILLIAM AT, DYCE 


69 North St. /O ( & 7 


Pittsfield, Oct. 14. 1997 


Return commitment shown by Mets — 


By committing to play in Wahconah Park in 
1998: after previously agreeing to extend the 
city’s deadline for choosing a site and proposing 
financing for a new ballpark, the Pittsfield Mets 
. have demonstrated, as they have more than once 
in the past, their commitment to Pittsfield and 
Berkshire County. It is now time for Pittsfield to 
show its commitment to an organization that is 
an integral part of the city’s and county’s eco- 
nomic and tourist picture. Opponents of the new 
ballpark have resorted to the usual scare tactics 
about the cost of the ballpark to the city, but 
communities all across the Northeast are build- 
ing ballparks with a combination of city and 
state funding and federal grants, so why 
shouldn’t Pittsfield do the same? Other cities are 
clamoring for what Pittsfield has — minor league 
baseball. Pittsfield should help itself by helping 
the Mets thrive in a city they have shown their 


allegiance to. / A / uF ¢ qv 


Get busy on Mets ballpark 


But the Council, concerned about 
the source of funding for the study 
and the park — estimated at $8 mil- 
lion, the cost of similar facilities else- 
where — sent the $30,000 study re- 


I guess when Feb. 15 comes around, we'll see 
if the city has hired a consultant.’ 
— Fick Murphy 


review. 


The City Council had better show some hustle 
if it wants to keep the Pittsfield Mets in town. 


The city has a signed agreement with Mets 
ownership that requires a consultant to be hired 
within three weeks to begin the process of find- 
ing a site for a new ballpark. But the Council 
only last week got around to referring a request 
for the $30,000 site study to the Finance Com- 
mittee. That leaves precious little time for the 
committee, and then the Council, to act. City fa-. 
thers are understandably concerned about where 
funding for the proposed $8 million stadium will 
come from, given the uncertainty of state sup- 
port. But the question really is whether Pittsfield 
wants to be on the starting team, or continue 
sulking in the dugout. The Council should step 
up to the plate, and vane approve thezsite . 


study. lJaAt¥ 


The Pittsfield Gazette February 13, 1997 


Four councilors oppose $30,00 


With four days to spare, council- 
ors voted 7-4 on Tuesday to appro- 
priate $30,000 fora site selection study 
for a new baseball stadium. 

Under terms of the city’s lease with 
the Pittsfield Mets — approved by 
councilors in November — Pittsfield 
was obligated to initiate the study 
process by February 15. Otherwise 
the agreement for the Mets to stay in 
Pittsfield would last*only through 
this summer. 

Councilors, concerned primarily 
by how a new stadium might be 
funded, had referred the appropria- 
tion to a subcommittee last month. 

The financial questions remain 
unanswered, complained several 
councilors on Tuesday. But a major- 
ity opted to proceed with the study. 

“There have been some ongoing 
behind-the-scenes discussions look- 
ing for alternative sources of fund- 
ing,” said Gary Grunin, who argued 
that councilors shouldn't have ap- 
proved the lease if they didn’t intend 
to support the study. 

Peter Arlos, thelone councilor who 
opposed the lease in November, said 
that without funding guarantees, the 
site study is a waste of money. - 

“You're just throwing $30,000 
away,” said Arlos. The at-large coun- 
cilor feels a stadium should be a low 
priority because of its seasonal limi- 


SSS = 


question. 


[National 


questions 


y it 


oy 


park. 


“T’d love to see this happen, 
but I want to make sure we can 
afford to do it,’’ he added. 


Hickey 


lieve the city can afford to bond 
the entire cost of the park, and 
he would like to see state or 
private money pay for the 
planned facility. 


iy 


AN 


tations. He also believes that no state 
funding will be available for a sta- 
dium project. 

Joe Guzzo opposed the study be- 
cause he wants the city to invest in 
Wahconah Park rather than a new 
facility. 

“T’d much rather see an emphasis 
on the existing site,” said Guzzo. 

The ward 7 councilor suggested 


that Mayor Edward Reilly has not- 
followed through on commitments 


toupgrade Wahconah. “We received 
a commitment from this administra- 
tion,” said Guzzo. 

Angelo Stracuzzi voted for the 
study but criticized Reilly for not 
following through on a council re- 
quest to form a task force to explore 
financing options. 

“Frankly I’m very annoyed at the 
process,” said StracuZzi. 

The at-large councilor said that the 
city cannot afford to delay exploring 
financial options. He wants funding 
options identified as the site study is 
initiated. 


_ Ward 6 councilor James Boyle 


quest to the Finance Committee for 


The date for beginning a site study 
is Feb. 15. If the Finance Committee 
meets in the first week of February, as 


ee Mets f 


progress made by t 
hiring a 
said he could not answer that 


“From my: conversations with 


William] Gladstone, Rick Mur- 
phy and the mayor know we're 
out of time frame. They realize 
that,” Council President Gerald 
S. Doyle Jr. said. “The Council 
has questions, and once those 


believe the majority will support 


On the Finance Committee, 
- Councilors Thomas E. Hickey 
Jr. and Angelo C. Stracuzzi say 
they have questions about 
funding for the park — specifi- 
cally what the city can afford — 
that they want answered before 
they vote for the $30,000 study. 
“Td like to see a game plan 
on financing,’ Stracuzzi said. 
“We may have to do that simul- 
taneously with developing the 


0 item inc 


Thursday, January 23, 1997 Las 


Board to OK funds for ballpark site study | 


March. 


sultant.” 


city toward he said. 


consultant, Murphy 


Pastime President 


are all talked out I 


said he does not be- 


* "COUNCIL REPORT] 
Funds freed for stadium study 


luded in Mets’ lease 


noted that promised Wahconah Park 
improvements are already in the 
works, but that the new stadium is a 
separate issue. Wahconah, he said, 
“will continue to be a gemstone.” 

He chastised colleagues for not 
backing the study, saying “weshould 
honor the commitment made when 
we approved the lease.” 

At-large councilor Jamie William- 
son echoed Stracuzzi’s financial con- 
cerns, saying she wanted toseea task 
force in place already. “We have to at 
least say we will exercise some fiscal 
responsibility,” she said. 

Tim DiSilva said that between the 


removal of dilapidated buildings at” 


Wahconah’s entrance last year and 


structuralimprovements now under-: 


way, the city has spent nearly 
$500,000 at the park. 

The ward 2 councilor said he had 
supported the lease and pursuing 
the new stadium as a downtown re- 
vitalization tool. But the plan for a 
stadium study will not focus just on 
downtown. 

A roll call vote was taken on the 
$30,000 study appropriation. 

Voting in favor were: Gerald Doyle 
Jr., James Boyle, Gary Grunin, Tom 


Hickey, Angelo Stracuzzi, Fran 


Marinaro and Jamie Williamson. 

Voting against were: Peter Arlos, 
Joe Guzzo, Tim DiSilva and Bill Barry. 
sulla epi 


ef 


_ scheduled, the soonest the full Council 
could vote on the appropriation would 
be Feb. 11. That would mean the study’* 
would most likely start sometime in 


Asked about. the situation, Mets 
general manager Richard Murphy re- 
ferred back to the contract. 


“There’s a deadline,’ Murphy said. 
“T guess when Feb. 15 comes around, 
we'll see if the city has hired a con- 


Asked: if the Mets would honor — 
METS, continued on B4 


Ward 4 Councilor Gary 5S. 
Bl Grunin said he would vote for 


24 . -the appropriation. “It was in the 
3) * ontract, we all got copies of it,” 


Doyle said state Reps. Peter J. 
Larkin and Christopher J. 
Hodgkins are both working on 
securing state funding for the 
study and the new park, and 
they are confident that money 
can be found. 


Make up lost time 


City Director of Community 
Services Robert S. Mellace, who 
helped negotiate the pact be- 
tween the city and National 
Pastime, agreed with Doyle in 
saying the Mets would most 
likely honor progress made by 
the city if a consultant wasn’t 
on board by the deadline. Ad- 
mitting the time line set out in 
the agreement is “tight,” Mel- 
lace said the lost time could be 
made up later in the process. 


In the study, the consultant 
would pick eight possible sites 
— including the present site of 
77-year-old Wahconah Park — 
and compare them for acquisi- 
tion cost, access, proximity to 
services, environmental issues, 
parking and other criteria. The 
consultant would then narrow 
the field to three and consider 
additional factors 
possible operation and mainte- 
nance costs. 


bid 


| 


parent 


Robert 


_ aesthetic 
: _ Wahconah Park. » 

: _..-Cardan. submitted a bid of 
$256,565, substantially under 
the $330,000 estimate. 

The bids, opened earlier this 

_ week by city purchasing agent 


-Wahconah Park 


under estimate 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff - 


PITTSFIELD — Cardan Con- 
struction has submitted the ap- 


low bid for structural and 
improvements to 


C. Tone Jr., are for work 


including shoring up the steel 


infrastructure of the grand- 


stand, 


_ Stand, the replacement of some 
wooden planks in the grand- 


the construction of 


: handicapped access, and im- 
provements in the bathrooms. 


Work 


needed 


done in 


Mets 


that 


including © 


sembled now t 
stead of encouragement 
do-nothing, know-nothing councilors 
yet again. Ignoring 
state and private 
Stracuzzi declared h 
Councilor at large Pete 


enterprise in its right min 
Pittsfield a place to make 


other cities witha 
are many [ > | Q | 


—————————— 


will begin as quickly as 


possible, Tone said, with the in- 
tention of completing the 


structural work before 


the Pittsfield Mets play their 
home opener June 19. Some of 
the remaining work might be 


the fall, Tone added. 


The work was authorized by 
the City Council when it passed 
the fiscal 1997 capital 
provement budget. 5 hs i 


im- 


ae 


City dithers, while Mets slip away 


After the city’s Finance Comm 
siveness about building a new stadium, who can 


blame the Pittsfield Mets 


ommittee indeci- 


for playing it safe? The 


are a contender for a new home on Long 


Island, but as a courtesy to Pittsfield the team 
extended its pact with the city until mid- 
January, to allow a financing package to be as- 
hat a site has been chosen. In- 
t or sense of direction the — 


dithered 


the possibility of joint city, 
funding, Councilor Angelo 
e was against it, while 
r Arlos just sneered. With 


kind of head-in-the-sand leadership, what 


d would ever consider . 
its home, when there 


can-do attitude? 
SA leq 


‘ 


City can’t afford new ballpark 3/¢)91_ 


>To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


When the City Council re- 
cently appropriated $30,000 to 
fund a site search for a new 
municipal stadium for Pittsfield, 
even after learning that the 
city’s debt load was much too 
heavy following the borrowing 
of 50 some odd million dollars 
for the local school-building 
program, one has to wonder 
where money is being found to 
throw at pipe (or is it park?) 
dreams. 


I think I remember city fa- , 
thers asking for a Proposition 
21/2 override a few years back 
for a repair program for school 
and public buildings because 
the city couldn’t afford to do the 
job. Then, after the override was 
voted down (and I was sap 
enough to vote yes), a cool mil- 
lion was found that was some- 
how lost in city coffers. 


I think I remember when the 
school-building program was 
first brought up it started at 
around $20 million then mush- 
roomed to around $50 million 
that was finally borrowed, with 
no promise that the state would 
help out. This in spite of the 
fact Pittsfield’s population is 
declining, the birth count at 
Berkshire Medical Center has 
declined, so where the hell are 


cutting 


‘all these new kids coming from 


that we need to build new, or 
even expand, public school 
buildings? 

If we load the city up with 
more debt to build a ballpark, 
and or other projects, and an 
emergency arises, like replacing 
the city’s water filtration sys- 
tem, where does that money 
come from? 

So we are being told if a new 
stadium doesn’t get built the 


city will lose the Mets minor 


league team. Why this would be 
a disaster I don’t know, but 
enough local officials have said 
it would, including The Eagle’s 
editorial pages, so quite a few 
dignitaries really want a new 


municipal stadium. ‘So why . 


don’t they become the private 
funding source to finance it? 
Really, why not sell shares for 
a thousand a piece? Those 
councilmen who voted to find a 
site could buy several shares a 
piece with their council pay. 
The Eagle could buy lots of 
shares with what it saved by 
its employees’ pay- 
checks and benefits, or is it the 
same old game at The Eagle 
where business decisions do not 
match up with editorial opin- 
ions? Those who do business 


with or otherwise benefit from. 


the Mets being here could buy 


up shares galore and hope the 
stadium becomes such a huge 
success they will make skads of 
money. Why ask those who 
could care less, or don’t stand to 
benefit, to fund this project with 
state (that’s our money too) or 
local tax dollars? | 
Then those who wanted it can 
say I told you so to those, like 
me, who used to be optimistic 
about Pittsfield, but are becom- 
ing pessimistic after watching 
the mayor and City Council play 
ballgames with the city’s finan- 
cial future. | 
A letter to these pages a few 
months back pretty much 
spelled out what Pittsfield — 
needs to do for a brighter fu- 
ture. And that’s to rebuild its 
industrial base and therefore its 
tax base. And then municipal. 
stadiums and Colonial theatre 
projects and lots of other items 
will fall into place. | 
In the meantime I suggest the 
next $30,000 or so the City 
Council feels frivolous about be 
used to purchase a computer 
system with consoles for each 
council person so they can keep 
track of the city’s financial pic- 
ture before, during and after 
voting. 
KENNETH F. KEEHNLE 
22 Alden Ave. 
Pittsfield, Feb. 21, 1997 
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Reilly sees wa 


Mayor seeks 229% 


increase in taxes 
| By Greg Sukiennik 


. Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor Edward M. Reilly is pre- 
pared to submit a “normal” 21/2 percent tax hike 
in the fiscal 1998 budget, he said yesterday. 

In a two-hour meeting with Eagle editors, 
Reilly, accompanied by Kenneth Walto, the city’s 
acting director of community development, and 
David Kiley, the city finance director, talked 
about the city’s financial obligations and its plans 
for capital improvements, including a new base- 
ball stadium and the Colonial Theater. | 
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Be Reilly from Al 


corner store his father kept 
there. “The state won’t hand us 
nine million bucks for a new 
ballfield. But it does support 
urban renewal projects.” 

The site selection committee 
and a paid consultant will con- 
sider where to put the proposed 
4.500-seat stadium, which could 
also be used for high school and 
youth baseball and _ special 
events. While eight sites will be 
considered, city leaders have 
expressed their desire that the 
new park be built downtown, in 
order to spark downtown re- 
newal. Land acquisition 
wouldn’t be as high a hurdle as 
some might expect, as the city 
owns some of the surrounding 
parking lots, the mayor added. 

The project, Reilly said, could 
address a number of concerns. 
The neighborhood has become 


~ . Jess residential and less desir- 


able over time, as BMC has 
grown. Under the proposal, 
Wahconah and Tyler streets 
could be linked. Although far 
down the priority list, that road 
project is part of the Berkshire 
Regional Planning Commis- 
sion’s transportation improve- 
ment program. The Wahconah, 
North and Tyler intersections 
are widely regarded as among 
the city’s worst and most dan- 
gerous. : 

If additional parking needed 
to be built, the: state has a 
record of funding those projects, 
too, Reilly said. Such a facility 
could serve both the parking- 
hungry hospital and the new 
stadium at the same time, he 
said. | 
While it’s still speculative at 
this point, the idea would 
soothe city councilors’ concerns 
that the city could be left hold- 
ing the bag for the entire cost of 
the proposed 4,500-seat park. 
The cost is estimated at $8 mil- 
lion, with that figure stemming 
from what similar facilities have 
been built for elsewhere. 


Other funding sources 


Two other funding mecha- 
nisms could be a lease for the 
-new park — the Mets have said 
they would pay rent for a new 
facility, which they do not at 
Wahconah — and a licensing 
agreement with a company, in 
which the company has the 
right to “name” the stadium in 
return for:sponsorship. 


The city had never intended’ 


to foot the entire cost of the 
stadium or the Colonial Theater, 


another capital project awaiting © 


a funding source. On the pros- 
pects for a new life for the. Co- 
lonial, built in 1903 and still 
featuring many of its original 


accoutrements, Reilly is await- - 
ing the results of a study into - 


sealing back the ambitious 
plans consultant Robert Loreli 
of Amityville, N.Y., presented in 
1995. 


“There’s no way we can do 


that for $8.5 million, I think we 
all realize that,’ Reilly said. 
What he hopes is that the 
- project can be scaled back to 


the neighborhood of $5 million, | 


in which case the city could 

fund part of the renovation. 
Reilly said his biggest concern 

with the Colonial is that the 


plans be realistic, workable and . 


make business sense. “I don’t 


want to turn the corner-on East . 
- Housatonic Street, drive by, 


turn my head and say, “There’s 
Reilly’s fiasco,” he said. 

As for the airport, Reilly said 
companies doing business here 
have made it known that an 
expanded airport, one that can 
handle winter takeoffs and 
landings more safely, should be 
a priority. Reilly agrees, and he 
says the city is in the midst of 
planning that could result in a 
federally funded airport expan- 
sion. | 
| A consultant has recently be- 

gun a state-funded study of a 
possible conference center for 
the city. The community has 


long considered the possibility — 


of such a business meeting or 
eonvention center, although 
consultant reports have sug- 
gested it would have to be 


With the Berkshire Hilton 
soon to lose the “Hilton” in its 
name, Reilly and Walto see the 
possibility of reusing part of 
that site — possibly, the area 
now occupied by the parking 
garage — for a conference cen- 
ter, and possibly a second 
downtown hotel. A commitment 
of the city’s hotel tax revenue to 
that project, along with antici- 
pated state funds connected to 
the long-planned convention 
center in Boston, would foot the 
bill, he said. 

“This isn’t something we 
thought up. People in the hotel 
industry approached us and said 
if we get the conference center 
built, they would build the ho- 
tel,” Reilly said. 

Commenting on the planned 


six-theater family entertainment | 


center proposed for Depot 
Street, Reilly and Walto noted 
that Entertainment Develop- 
ment Co. had met all its dead- 
lines and was still pushing 
ahead. The company owes the 
city final construction plans by 
tomorrow, and has an April 15 
due date by which it must show 
proof of financial backing. 

As for Reilly's future, the 
mayor again said it does not in- 
clude another term as mayor — 
or a judgeship. 


-unigue to compete in that 3 


competitive market. 
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Craig F. Walker / Berkshi 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly makes a point, 


W ahconah 


will be ready, 
official says 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — City Director 
of Community Services Robert 
S. Mellace said yesterday that 
work on the grandstands at 
Wahconah Park has been com- 
pleted, and that the construc- 
tion of handicapped access 
ramps for the grandstand and 
the restrooms will be finished 
for the Pittsfield Mets’ home 
opener tomorrow at 7 p.m. 

“T would say we’ll be ready,” 
Mellace said. “I’ve talked to the 
contractor [(Cardan 
Construction], and they assured 
me the ramp, restroom and 
sinks will be completed [to- 
day].” 


The construction is part of a 
$300,000 project funded by the 
city to address structural con- 
cerns in the grandstand, im- 
prove accessibility and make 
aesthetic improvements. On 
Monday, Pittsfield Mets owner 
William Gladstone expressed 
disappointment with the unfin- 
ished work and the bare spots 
in the outfield — the result of a 
new drainage system being in- 
stalled. The city responded that 
construction would be mostly 
done by opening night, and that 
remaining cosmetic work would 
be finished by the end of June. 

“Tf the weather cooperates, 
we'll play rb ie said. 


i 


d place — t 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — In a freewheeling 
discussion of issues facing the city, 


Mayor Edward M. Reilly yesterday — 


suggested the possibility of a new ur- 
ban redevelopment project to clear the 
way for a new baseball stadium and 
induce the state to help pay for it. 

The location is on Wahconah Street 
near the intersection of North and 
Tyler streets. Such a project could be a 
solution to a number of concerns in 
that area, he said — improving the 
neighborhood, straightening out a 
convoluted intersection and providing 
a home for the Pittsfield Mets, now 
located down the street in Wahconah 
Park. 

Reilly, meeting with Eagle editors 
yesterday, also touched on the need to 
expand the city’s airport, undertake a 


* 


O build stadium 


scaled-down restoration of the Colonial 
Theater project and examine a possi- 
ble conference center/hotel. . | 

But perhaps the most intriguin 
topic was Wahconah Street. 

At present, the Statehouse leader- 
ship is unwilling to fund minor league 
baseball stadiums, such as the one 
Pittsfield wants to build in order to 
keep the Pittsfield Mets. | 

But the state is more likely to fund 
urban development projects, Reilly 
said — especially when such a project 
could solve traffic woes at one of the 
city’s worst intersections and improve 
the surroundings of Berkshire Medical 
Center, the city’s second-largest em- 
ployer. 

“We could sell it as urban renewal,” 
said Reilly, who grew up in_ that 
neighborhood and often recalls the 


REILLY, continued on A4 


Mets owner William Gladstone 


4 » - morrow at Wahconah Park. 
Me Mets ells t 


»The present site of Wah- 
conah Park. 

pAt or near the corner of 
Wahconah and North streets. 

» Berkshire Community Col- 
lege. 

>The General Electric large 
transformer site, as part of a 
proposed brownfields cleanup 
and redevelopment. 

b Springside Park. 

Nilan is confident that the 
site selection committee will se- 
lect the location by mid-August, 
if not earlier. 

In its license agreement with 
the city for the 1997 season, 
Pittsfield Mets owners National 
Pastime Inc. set a timetable for 
the site selection, design and 
financing of a new stadium. If 
the city has all of that put to- 
gether by Oct. 20, the Mets will 
stay for the 1998 season and 
move into the new facility in 
1999. 

There are fewer easy answers 
on the financial side of the 
project. The city, with its com- 
mitment to its school im- 
provement project, has little 


room to borrow unless taxes in- . 


crease. The state, meanwhile, 
has balked at funding sports 
facilities, for minor league or 
major league sports. 

“We looked at all the different 
possible funding Sources, being 
open-minded to any potential 
source,” Mellace said. He cited 
private funds, the Mets, corpo- 
rate- sponsorship of the new 
stadium, the state, the city and 
the potential use of urban re- 
newal funds. The latter would 
essentially require that the sta- 
dium be built downtown, Mel- 
lace noted. 

What the stadium would cost 
— it has been estimated at $8 
million, based on the price tags 
for similar facilities — depends 
on the location and the size, 
Mellace added. Sealing back the 
stadium to as little as 3,000 
seats, with an option to expand 
later, is another possibility, he 
said. 

The Mets, whose season be- 
gan last night in Williamsport, 
Pa., are scheduled to play the 
Batavia Clippers at 7 p.m. to- 


said Monday that he was “not 
optimistic” the city can meet 
the October deadline. “From 
what’s happened so far it’s hard 
to be optimistic,” he said, not- 
ing deadlines the city has al- 
ready missed. 

But earlier this year, when the 
city missed a cutoff date for 
starting the stadium site study, 
Gladstone said that as long as 
the city was making a “good 
faith effort’ toward the new 
stadium, he would forgive the 
missed deadline. 


Search under way 
for site, funds 
for Mets stadium 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — As _ construction 
erews scramble to ready Wahconah 
Park for the Pittsfield Mets’ home 
opener tomorrow night, work contin- 
ues to find a site for a proposed new 
stadium and the financing to build it. 

Two committees appointed by Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly to investigate sites » 
and funding sources for the estimated ~ 
$8 million, 4,500-seat facility met last ° 
week for three days of workshops. The 
committees met with consultants from 
Arrowstreet Ltd. of Boston at Spring- 
side House on North Street. 


Site selection committee chairman 
Clifford J. Nilan, a city parks commis- 
sioner, said that his group has whittled ° 
the list of sites down to 12, and that 
within the next few weeks that list will 
be reduced to a few finalists. A public 
hearing will be held at that time, city 
director of community services Robert 
S. Mellace said. 


The site selection committee is re- 
viewing the possible locations for the 
park on a long list of criteria. Chief 
among them are that the site be suite 
able for a stadium and that it have ac- 
cess to. parking, transportation and 
utilities. 

Possible sites that have been most 
frequently mentioned include: 
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Springfield 
: SAP. 


miss puts 
Mets on 
funds alert 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Springfield’s 
minor league baseball expan- 
sion bid has died for a lack of 
funding the state promised, but 
couldn’t deliver. 

What that means for Pitts- 
field, state Rep. Peter J. Larkin 
said yesterday, is the city must 

The pact signed by the club and the be prepared to find creative 
city called for the city to select the site ways to fund its proposed 4,500- 


by June 15 and have approved funding seat, $8 million stadium, or 
hope to benefit from the long- 


awaited bonding of a new Bos- 


Thursday, February 20, 1907 


‘As long as they’re moving ahead in good faith, we’re satisfied.’ | 
| — Mets owner William Gladstone 


City strikes out on deadline, but Mets still game 


By Theo Stein of the Class A New York-Penn League The consultant’s written report desire to get something done. As long 
, Berkshire Bagle Staff franchise owned by National Pastime identifying the proposed site is due as they’re moving ahead in good faith, 
PITTSFIELD — The city missed the Corp. June 15, we're satisfied. I’m disappointed that 
first deadline in a licensing agreement But the City Council didn’t approve William Gladstone, president of Na- they haven’t met the first deadline, 
designed to keep the Mets here for the $30,000 funding request until Feb. tional Pastime Corp., said that while but having said that, we certainly want 

another 11 years, but the club’s owner 141, leaving insufficient time to let a_ the city’s missed deadline could be them to move ahead.” 
says the ball is still in play. request for proposals and select a construed as a breach of the licensing 
“ts consultant before the deadline. agreement, he’s still hopeful the sta- 

The city was. supposed to have hired City purchasing agent Robert Tone dium will be built. — 

a consultant by Feb. 15 to study pos-- said that given the advertising re- “There certainly has to be some s ; ; 
sible sites for a 4,500-seat municipal quirements, a consultant might not be leeway” with the deadlines, Gladstone Py, Oct, 90. iF constriicior, Veena: By 


stadium that would be the new home 


selected until April. 


What’s new in ’97 
at Wahconah Park? 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — There’s a new 
radio announcer. 

There’s a new message board. 

There are some new box 
Seats. 

There’s a new surprise behind 
right field. 

These are just some of the 
answers to the question “what’s 
new?” at Wahconah Park as the 
Pittsfield Mets embark on their 
ninth New York-Penn League 
season with Thursday’s home 
opener. 

A $300,000: city-funded con- 
struction project has pumped 
much “newness” into the park, 
much of which won’t be visible 
to the fans. There are new steel 
supports and new decking un- 
der the box seat section of the 
grandstand, there are new 
lenses in all of the field lights, 
there’s about a mile of perfo- 
rated underground pipe beneath 
the outfield as part of a drain- 
age project, and there’s a new 
coat of blue paint all around. 

More visible will be a new 
handicapped-access ramp next 
to the visitors’ dugout near first 
base and another leading into 
the restrooms. The restrooms 
also have new tile and the 
clubhouse new carpeting. 

The new radio man, George 
Miller, is profiled on Page C3. 
Also new will be the increased 
range of his broadcasts, since 
WBRK will air the games on its 
FM frequency this year. »4 


One of the first new things 
fans will notice is an electronic 
message board that has been 
installed over the park’s main 
entrance, right under the 
“Wahconah Park” sign. 

Ticket information, news 
about upcoming promotions and 
some commercial sponsors will 


appear in red, flashing across 


the message board. 


100 more box seats 


Also new will be an extra row 
of box seats in the grandstand, 
increasing the number from 380 
to 480, according to general 
manager Rick Murphy. 

Next to the Mets’ dugout, fans 
will notice the fence in front of 
the picnic area has been raised 
to about 6 feet, helping to pro- 
tect picnickers and match the 
fence on the opposite side of the 
field. 

Craig Hyatt, an intern last 
year, is the new concessions ° 
manager. New interns are Kelly 
Cronin, Michael Frontino,. 
Shaun Phelps, John Svagdis 
and Ed Wojtkowicz. 


Also new is the looming figure 
behind right field. Gone is the 
Marlboro Man. Replacing him is 
“Ballpark Sam,” a baseball fig- 
ure wearing a stethoscope, ad- 
vertising Berkshire Physicians 
& Surgeons. | 
Something that isn’t new is 
ticket prices: It’s still $6.75 for 
box seats, $4 for upper grand- 
stand and $2.75 for general 
admission. 


said yesterday. “We have a mutual 


Fa Mets tinh Bl 


April 1998 and is complete by 
May 1999, National Pastime will 
enter into a 10-year lease with 
the city for the new park. 

Gladstone was circumspect 
about what National Pastime’s 
attitude might be if the city 
struck out on the subsequent 
and more important deadlines 
later this year. 

‘We ought to deal with that 
when or if they come up,” he 


- said. 


But he expressed a strong 
desire to see the club remain in 
the Berkshires. 

“T mean, we would have loved 
to see a stadium built by the 
1998 season,” Gladstone said. 
“There’s flexibility to have it 
done by 1999, but we sure want 
them to move ahead as quickly 
as possible.” 

Mayor Edward M. Reilly said 
a stadium site selection com- 
mittee he intends to appoint 
today will do as much back- 
ground work as possible in ad- 
vance of the consultant’s selec- 


‘ «tion to expedite site identifica- 
“tion. 


“Obviously, we’d have liked 
this to move a little faster, but I 


New ballpark is 
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appreciate the process [that has 
to be followed],” he said. “And 
the Council came through in the 
end.” 

But the Council, which voted 
7-4 to fund the consultant, also 
has to come through on the fi- 
nal decision on whether to. ap- 
prove funding for the stadium, 
which will cost an estimated $8 
million. To better assess the 
city’s options, Reilly is appoint- 
ing a second group to explore 
alternatives to a straight bond 
issue. 


“We need to see ... how we 
can defer some of the costs, 
what’s available in the way of 
state funding, what private 
funding is out there.” _ : 

Both state Reps. Peter J. 
Larkin, D-Pittsfield, and Chris- 
topher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee have 
indicated they are working to 
secure state funding for the site. 

Reilly said one option might 
be to negotiate a licensing 
agreement with a major corpo- 
rate sponsor, as the Knick- 
erbocker Arena did with Pepsi 
in Albany, N.Y. 

“We have to look at all'the al- 
ternatives,” he said. | ; 

Both Reilly and Gladston 
stressed that in order for this 
project to work, it must be seen 


not warranted 


ei to 


Mets will stay for 1998 


It’s official. 
The Pittsfield Mets an 
Wahconah Park in 1998. 


= Sees city councilors voted unanimously Tuesday to extend a 
& agreement with the baseball club 
relative to a new stadi 
Under terms of the amendment approved ‘Tuesday, the Se he 


through January 15 to se 
cure f 
through this week. © funding for a new stadium, instead of 


Peter 
Arlos, a stadium Opponent, said the extension is important 


toward funding a new stadium t ss 
on Tuesday, Arlos noted. 3 ose a non-binding ballot question 


[0/2 4197 


nounced this week that the team will play at 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


As an avid baseball fan with 
family members who work for 
such teams as the Chicago Cubs 
and Boston Red Sox, I have 
kept a close watch on Pitts- 
field’s long experience with 
minor league teams. I have also 
kept track of Councilor Peter 
Arlos’ efforts to protect the city 
from some of the demands that 
are made upon it by team own- 
ers. 

The Eagle’s In Brief relative 
to the non-binding referendum 
Mr. Arlos is sponsoring on the 
construction of a sports stadium 
in Pittsfield [August 30] not only 
distorts Mr. Arlos’ words but 
seems to forget that the Mets 
are here because Mr. Arlos led 
the effort to prevent Stuart 
Revo’s baseball franchise from 
taking advantage of the city. 
Mr. Arlos did not claim that he 
led the effort that brought the 
Mets to Pittsfield, as The Eagle 
states. He claimed that he led 


the effort that created the op- 
portunity for the Mets to come 
here, and he certainly “did this 
when he was the mostoutspo- 
ken councilor refusing to sub- 
mit to the Revo demands, 

As for a referendum:-on the 
sports stadium question it is 
certainly not a cop-out. I am 
sure that Peter Arlos and most. 
of his colleagues on the City 
Council are not too timid to vote 
no on the issue of a sports sta- 
dium if they believe it is not in 
the city’s best interest. All over 
the country team owners are 
making demands on communi- 
ties for better facilities: The 
only problem in Pittsfield is 
that even a baseball fan like 
myself can see that Pittsfield is 
not an enthusiastic baseball city 
and the Mets have not gener- 
ated the support that warrants a 


$15 or $16 million expenditure. 


JOHN R. PANNOZZO 
481 West St. 
Pittsfield, Aug. 30, 1997 
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ton Convention Center. The 
state has a lengthy set of prior- 
ities — education spending, the 
Big Dig, and new schools, courts 
and jails among them — and 
building stadiums is far down 
that list, Larkin said. 


Baseball at first base 


“Frankly, ballparks are not 
priority one. We have a jail we- 
‘re trying to do, courthouses and 
colleges to do, not. to mention 
school building assistance,”’ 
Larkin said. “Connect the dots. 
And I think most baseball peo- 
ple would agree that those 
things should be priorities.” 

However, Larkin also cited 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly’s sug- 
gestion that the city create an 
urban renewal district near the 
corner of North and Wahconah 
streets, with new parking for 
Berkshire Health Systems and a 
realigned Wahconah Street 
connecting to Tyler Street, as 
the kind of creative solution the 
city might find helpful. 

Last November, the city 
signed a one-year license 
agreement with National Pas- 
time Inc., the parent company 
of the Pittsfield Mets. The Mets 
agreed to extend the agreement 
through the 1998 season, and 
enter into a lease agreement, if 
the city sites and builds a 4,500- 
seat stadium. 

While a consultant will con- 
sider eight possible sites for the 
proposed facility, many have 
expressed interest in keeping 
the Mets downtown. 

The state’s failure to bail out 
Springfield came as no surprise 
to some. Last August, in a visit 
to the Eagle, Speaker of the 
House Thomas Finneran ex- 
pressed real doubts that he 
would support direct funding of 
minor league stadiums, because 
that would open the door to the 
Patriots and Red Sox requesting 
extensive public funding for 
their new stadium plans. He 
also cited the state’s other, more 
pressing spending priorities as 
things government should fund 
before building stadiums. 

Finneran held firm to his 
convictions, and Monday, Mar- 
tin Stone, the principal owner of 
a proposed class AA franchise 
for Springfield, backed out of 
his expansion bid, citing the 
city’s inability to raise $20 mil- 
lion for a downtown stadium. 

Last year, the National Asso- 
ciation of Professional Baseball 
Leagues, the governing body of 
minor league baseball, approved 
Springfield’s application for an 
expansion franchise in the 
Eastern League, largely based - 
on Gov. William F. Weld’s 
pledge to come up with $15 mil- 
lion to help fund construction of 
the $20 million facility. 


Sorry, no deal 


But Finneran held firm on his 
‘no’ pledge, and Stone pulled 
out, saying he would not put up — 
‘a required $1.1 million, non- © 
refundable deposit on the $4.5 
million league entrance fee 
without a firm commitment 
from the city to build the sta- 
dium. 

“Tt was a risk I wasn’t willing 
to take. I had to have an iron- 
clad guarantee,” Stone told the 
Springfield Union-News. 

At the request of the City 
Council, Reilly is putting to- 
gether a task force that will 
search for ways the city could 
fund the stadium, estimated at 
a cost of $8 million. 

A downtown project, particu- 
larly one that supports a state 
institution, would be a more at- 
tractive use of state money, 
Larkin said. He also noted that 
Berkshire Medical Center is ~ 
part of the University of Mas- 
sachusetts Medical School 
campus, another possible ad- 
vantage. : 

“Tf it’s developed as a larger 
vision, the state can be there to 
be helpful, but it starts first 
with the city,” Larkin said. 

Another possibility still before 
the Legislature is a proposal 
from Larkin and state Sen. Paul 
E. Caron, D-Springfield, that 
would provide funding for ex- 
isting minor league and ama- 
teur baseball teams in the state. 
That bill may have a better 
chance than the Springfield re- 
quest because it is a statewide 
initiative, Larkin said. 
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Getting 
Mets’ home 
in shape 


There’s been plenty of 
activity recently at 
Wahconah Park, get- 
ting the place ready for 
the Pittsfield Mets’ 
home opener Thursday 
night. In top photo, 
Dave Simisky of Car- 
dan Construction in- 
Stalls new decking in 
the third base grand- 
stands. In middle 
photo, Vin Buffone, 
Mets’ director of sta- 
dium operations, 
passes an appropriate 
billboard in the out- 
field. In bottom photo, 
David Southard of the 
Pittsfield Parks De- 
partment works around 
second base. These 
photos were all taken 
late last week. 
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Sad 


taff 


Bare spots in the outfield remain after installation of a 
drainage system. City Says the grass will grow in by the 


end of June. 


baa Mets from Al 


urday and Sunday before head- 
ing off on an eight-game trip. 

“It’s a bitter disappointment. 
How could you feel otherwise 
from a city that’s disinter- 
ested?” said Bill Gladstone, 
president of National Pastime 
Inc., which holds the Pittsfield 
franchise in the New York-Penn 
League. 

“I hope we can play the 
games, but if we can’t, we might 
forfeit — and that would make 
the New York Mets as angry as 
you can possibly be — or maybe 
we could call Williams College 
or somebody [to host the gamel]. 
We could always go to Oneonta, 
but that would cost us revenue, 
and the city would be responsi- 
ble for the $40,000 or $50,000 
we'd lose. 

“It’s more likely than not that 
we'll play the games, but the 
city has been negligent in re- 
gard to our needs,” said Glads- 
tone, whose team’s continuing 
presence in Pittsfield hinges on 
the city delivering a new sta- 
dium in time for the 1999 sea- 
son. 

Those closest to the current 
project, including Mayor Ed- 
ward M: Reilly, director of 
community services Robert 
Mellace, project manager Dan 
Francese of Cardan Construc- 
tion and engineer Robert Four- 
nier, insist that the project: is 
coming along as scheduled and 
that Gladstone and Mets fans 
have nothing to worry about. 

“We'll be more than ready,” 
promised Francese, who has 
overseen the project since it 


began in mid-May. 


Although Gladstone says the 
city has been dragging its feet 
since agreeing to the project last 
fall, Reilly and Mellace said that 
since it’s a public project, the 
process for bidding and award- 
ing the contract have to follow a 
legally natural timetable. 


“We’ve been working with 
them as fast as we can,” Reilly 
Said yesterday. “Our goal was 
that it would be ready for the 
opener.” 


While Gladstone said the city 
should have speeded along the 
process, Reilly said, “It’s a 
business relationship we have 
with the Mets. I have to take 
into consideration a lot of other 
business matters and try to do 


them with proper dispatch.” 


Mellace, who was flabbergas- 
ted by Gladstone’s comments, 
added, “I challenge you to look 
at the chronology of events and 
Say the city has dragged their 
feet.” 


Timetable 


The process started last 
October with the advertisement 
of design proposals. Designs 
were selected Nov. 26, and the 
contract between the Mets and 
the city was signed Dec. 11. The 
final engineering report was 
submitted Feb. 13, and a hear- 
ing with the Mass. Handicapped 
Commission was held March 24 
with a final decision from that 
commission issued April 4. Fol: 
lowing a bidding process, the 
construction contract wasn’t 
signed until/May 16, and work 
has proceeded since then. 


Among the major aspects of 
the project, new structural stee] 
and decking were installed in 
the lower portion of the grand- 
stand, a large new drainage 
system with underground pipes 
was installed in the outfield 
(which then had to be regraded 
and seeded), a new concrete 
handicapped access ramp is be- 
ing installed next to the first- 
base dugout, a new concrete 
ramp is being installed at rest- 
rooms, and new lenses have 
been installed in all the field 
lighting. 

The drainage work was par- 
ticularly important, because 
swampy conditions forced the 
Mets to cancel five games last 
year, including two during the 
lucrative Fourth of July holiday 
weekend. 

Come Thursday, all that will 
remain to be done will be cos- 
metic work, including some tile 
work and paint in the restrooms 
and some painting of the struc- 
tural steel in the grandstand, 
Francese said. That work, he 
said, will be complete while the 
Mets are away. The outfield, he 
added, will be “100 percent 
ready by the end of June.” 


No risk to players 


As for the outfield, Mellace 
said, ‘We knew aesthetically the 
field wouldn’t look 100 percent, 
but that it would be playable.” 
The Long Island contractor that 
did the work, Insel Systems, 
“assured me it would be flat, 
firm and playable without risk 
of injury to the players,” 

The Mets practiced on the 
outfield Sunday night and yes- 
terday, and Mets manager Doug 
Davis said, “I’m not concerned 
about having our guys out 
there.”’ 

“I understand they’re not to- 
tally happy, but this is: the 
Berkshires, and sometimes 
you've got to wait,” Mellace said 
of the unusually wet spring 
weather. “Instead of carping on 
the 10 percent that won’t be 
ready Opening Day, they should 
look at how much better it is 
than last year.’ | 

None of this sat well with 
Gladstone, who has also voiced 
his displeasure with the city for 
missing three deadlines that 
were set regarding the site se- 
lection for a new municipal 
Stadium where the Mets would 
be prime tenants. 

“This certainly hasn’t im- 
proved the relationship,”’ 
Gladstone said, adding a “no 
comment” when asked whether 
his group is looking for a home 
other than Pittsfield. “You’ve 
got to ask the city if they’re se- 
rious. If you can’t get [an exist- 
ing] ballpark ready, how are you 
going to get a new one?” 





: ae ee en By Bob McDonough 
at af | Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Lingering reconstruction work at Wah-- 
conah Park has the Pittsfield Mets’ top boss fuming, to the 
point where he is prepared to relocate some of this week’s 
New York-Penn League home games and sue the city for 
lost revenues if the work isn’t done on time. 


ets owner, city clash on park’s shape 


Today’s Eagle includes a Mets’ preview with stories, 

profiles and schedules. Starting on Cl. 
UL Go en ee SPIRE RE TR no Ee 

That’s a big surprise to those in charge of the project, 
who insist that everything is ‘coming along fine and that 
the park will easily be ready to welcome thousands of visi- 
tors for Thursday’s home opener against the Batavia Clip-. 
pers. . pr ae) pt 
With the clock ticking toward Thursday’s opener, things 
clearly were not quite ready for prime time yesterday as 
the Mets hosted their annual ‘Media Day” to introduce 
players and staff to the press. There were still some holes 
in the grandstands where flooring needed to be replaced, 
jackhammers were tearing up a concrete restroom entry- 
way, a new concrete handicapped ramp still had to be in- 
stalled and the outfield was largely covered with ridges and 
sand following drainage installation, all part of a $300,000 
project funded by the city and conducted by Cardan Con- 


ae a struction of Pittsfield. 
salesmen rae The Mets are scheduled to host the Batavia Clippers on 
le Staff : , 
i Park in Pitteriela Thursday and Wriday, then the Oneonta Yankece on Sat Mets owner Bill Gladstone is unhappy 


abPark in Fivtsteld | METS, continued on A8_with the condition of Wahconah Park. 


Paul Morse breaks up concrete near the men’s room at Wahcon: 
Ww ah Dal ents Gazette June z,1907 | Meets announce 1998 schedute 
ah con ah P a r k = e{s n ~The 1997 New York-Penn League Champion Pittsfield Mets will begin 


ih 


Craig F. Walker 


yesterday in preparation for a new ramp for handicapped. 
W drains 
e r ains defense of their title on Tuesday, June 16 when the Mets battle the Lowell 
Spinners at Wahconah Park at 7 p.m. . 


vy ~ w . w M 
Stadium sites scrutinized ° | 
; continued from p 
ntinu m page | But, he observes, when the alter- of billboards is a home run, Wilson The Mets will play 38 home games again this summer, including Six 


Even as the city completes structural improvements to ds : 
He dean ae aS Y pe ew stadiaaad i : Wahconah Park, We went in with the idea of fixing Native is games being canceled due Said, even if the bal] should b , 
City officials and consultants this week held a series of closed-door what _ broken,” he said. “It may ‘0 an outfield "wamp or an unsafe back onto the field Cae i eee See ee se 
“workshop” meetings toward fin ding a viable stadium site. A new sta dice | not be in 100 percent condition on grandstand, fans will, indeedbenefit The billboards do not include th September. Last season the Mets drew 87,032 fans. cue 
would serve as the home of the Pittsfield Mets as well as host other events. . yt ee go i front the Fenovations, “Marlboro Man” ci arette ad y is k peg Sete Be ro CKO 1098 with a fantastic eaten ee 
“What we're doing is reviewing different sites based on already estab. : Park lighting did notmeetthestan- | Although not Part of the city’sim- was taken down 3 the Melk He general manager Rick Murphy. “We are home seven Friday’s and six 
ished criteria,” said Robert Mellace. ditectsrae community services, | ards of the minor league sanction- provement Package, fans May notice year, . _Saturday’s which is tremendous. The Lowell Spinners—the Class A affili- 
The criteria, at this Stage, includes accessibility to city residents and “oa eee HOn The grandstands * gies change at the park: more ad- Mellace said that any work that is ate Pie Borin Red el oh peaucn: cag a ones Tete Sh 
aeiels availability of utilities, the size of theildt the caster purchasing & ae in danger of being condemned vertising. The Mets have added a incomplete when the season Opens ~ | 1998. In addition to their opening night visit, the Spinners will play Pittsfield 
‘enovating the property. y the city’s building inspector. second tier of billboards surround- willbe finished while the Mets ae ns on June 17, August 5-6 and September 1-2. For ee call TP 
The city, in signing a one-year lease agreement with the Pittsfield Mets for OF? ariicular interest to the Mets _ing the park's outfield fence. their first road trip, which eee ee Se — 
he use of Wahconah Park, committed to designating a site on which to noe ton was the outfield drain- Any ball that hits the second tier from June 23 to 30, : 
nuild'4 hove see age. Swamp-like conditions in the | —~ inte — = | 
outfield forced the Mets to cancel ‘ . 


If a new stadium plan is developed, the Mets will commit to the city for fj : Ee a OE 
he next decade. ? at oe oe mes! a ee vee : 4 ] a : 
Before beginning the process, city officials publicly sought suggestions Se eee anancially vital July 3-4 h h d. fe t 
rom the public, which yielded “a couple of responses,” ie, oie et | cona nN €€ Ss as | 
Currently, two committees are working on aspects of the site search. One 4  fough to lose those games,” : | 
‘ommittee is focusing on location, while another is attempting to discern es i PP okesman Ethan Wilson. ace Uft b e fe Or e O Ly e Ki e Lr 
tow a multi-million dollar stadium project could be financed. f 2 at * our biggest weekend — ; 
“We're narrowing down the sites and looking at the financial aspects,” : A x i u . By Anthony Fyden 
aid parks commissioner Cliff Nine vhons serving on the siting commit- S Wilson toured the park on Those who peek into Wahconah Park this week will find a ballyard 
be sean he said he is “confident” that’s not quite ready for prime time. The outfield isa little thinon grass 
Nilan added that the many variables involved make the task complex. oe park wiebe teady for this and heavy on sand. The grandstands ... well, they’re not there. 
“One site may be good for proximity to the downtown but may. not be aes S season opener, But city officials Say the venerable park will be ready, if not perfect, 
financially feasible,” he noted | : ; oug he added. It is hard to § for the Pittsfield Mets’ June 19 Opening day. In fact, the improvements 
The financing aspect will undoubtedly be far more elusive than selecting | 8 mn, Veil be playing here in ten being made should make Wahconah a more enjoyable place for players 
a suitable location. aye: : and fans alike. ; 
“Obviously, it’s going to depend on the financing,” Mellace said. “That's Ds Drainage flow The city this off-season embarked on a $300,000 improvement plan 
the bie caveat Heat | _+ he new drainage system features for the stadium, even while Searching for a new site for the Mets. 
State legislative leaders have indicated an unwillingness to spend state ee °s laid under the outfield tartA 
money to build stadiums. The city’s ability to borrow money will be limited ‘6 ne me etsand nas been added 
in coming years due to costly school improvement projects. | he ee erinage, oC Dis yee 
This week, the site committee met on Monday and the finance committee th zs aa Hipteee OLS tting ma 
met on Tuesday. On Thursday, an “overview” meeting was scheduled, CE eater should drain 
i eee throu gh the silt and be carried off the 
When the committees have finished their work, public meetings will be ae oe the pipes. Although expensive, the major components represent immediate 
1eld to gather input on the plans. Mellace expects that several options will « © drainage work was completed needs, said Robert Mellace, director of community services. 
be presented to the public rather than one recommendation. t rape Friday and grass has begun Spe VETO a 
“One thing we’re finding out is that no one site jumps out at you as the | 3 cae = re poe eet and | jung ee eg 
perfect site,” he said. “I think we'll have a few different o tions.” a : pOuld Ve pre=. : 4 city i Nc 
Mellace stressed that a new stadium would bea ules facility. “This ae iad eentday: Ro A pe Soe ee 2 
ismore thana stadium for the Mets,” he said. ”] thinkeveryoneunderstands | ve Ons Haye a perfect field for get eaiconah Park ay, ee 
‘hat this would be a public facility.” 3 ee baie Duy in the long run, it fas p juve! ie SEASON: Maainynie, bes 
The stadium would be designed to host concerts, events and various. wil be better,” Wilson Said. , ONG ‘y committees are exploring 
ypes of sports tournaments, Mellace said. saeeen sus hie a8 beenhandi- a | NGB Se options for a new stadium 
It would be “premature” to discuss any particular site options at this me A ed’ accessible since the Mets | pce : (see page 9). 
point, Mellace said i, = Ned 0 a | ue € Improvements after coming to / Sees 5.4 | | 
| : ‘ittsfield, the area near the first base iG 2s oe 
line is now being enlarged to allow 
for easier wheelchair access. 
The lower grandstands have been | 
completely ripped out and the stee] | 
supports have been replaced. Cur- | 
tently, the wood that will form the 
grandstand benches is stacked along 
the infield. 
“We're confident that it’s going to 
get done,” Wilson said. 
Despite the expensive improve- 
ments, Mellace concedes that fans 
_will notice little difference when they 
80 to the park. 


- 
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Thursday's home opener. 
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| - Rick Eggleston/North Adams Transcript 
City employees continue to work on Wahconah Park in an effort to get the reconstruction done before 


Take 


Mets are ready, but is city, park? 


By RICK EGGLESTON 
North Adams Transcript 


PITTSFIELD — The buzzing 
of electric saws and pounding of 
hammers weren’t the sounds 
some expected to hear coming 


- 


~ Wahconah Park forever 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


The Sept. 10 editorial titled: 
“City can take cue from ‘97 
Mets,” argues the building a $16 
million downtown ballpark is 
justified through the exploits of 
the N.Y.-Penn League champion 
Pittsfield Mets. The editorial 
was demeaning to the good 
folks of Berkshire County by 
insinuating we live in the past, 
that we are narrow-minded and 
‘wallow in defeatism.” 

If in-fact, the 80,000 fans the 
Mets drew’ was an accurate 
mark for attendance, any team 
would be foolhardy to pull out 
from a fine and enthusiastic 
market like ours. Considering 
the lack of “21st century amen- 
ities” Wahconah Park suffers, it 
seems to have done a very good 
job of delivering a winner. The 
rich tradition and nostalgia that 

_ Wahconah Park offers will not 
| be easily replaced no matter 
where a new ballpark is located. 
These qualities, rather than be- 


from Wahconah Park. 

Rather the cracking of the bats 
and sounds of chatter should've 
been taking presidence over the 

piles of stacked of lumber, a 
jackhammer tearing up concrete 


and construction workers scurry- 


exquisite and appropriate venue 


for viewing and playing baseball 
games. It is eloquent in histori- 
cal memory, rich in tradition 
and quite adequate for baseball, 
what it is designed for, and 
which the Pittsfield Mets did so 
well with this past summer. The 
location of Wahconah Park is 
also quite sufficient, the prob- 
lems with occasional rising wa- 
ters notwithstanding. Could a 
levee system not be constructed 
to remedy that problem? 

To spend so much money on a 
facility that will only be used 
primarily for four months in a 
calendar year is ridiculous! That 
kind of fan base simply does not 
exist here. I believe, such mon- 


ing overlooked and disregarded, | 


should be preserved at any cost 
for the duration of time. 

The Eagle would have us be- 
lieve that proceeding at a 
breakneck pace, jumping to 
conclusions and building a park 

-as soon as possible would save 
the Mets and maybe right some 
wrongs of our past. Logic, cau- 
tion and rationale are better 
virtues to be exercised at this 
point, before we cut down any 
more trees, blacktop over any 
city parks and playgrounds, or 
tear down any city blocks to ac- 
commodate a $16 million ball- 
park that may draw no more 
fans than what Wahconah Park 
managed just this year! 

Mistakes may have been 
made in the past around here in 
regards to planning for the fu- 
ture, (malls, bypasses, train sta- 
‘tions, etc.) but it makes no 
~sense to brazenly launch into 
projects that may be equally 
disastrous in magnitude. With 
no guarantees that a new ball- 
| park will provide a financial as- 
set to this city, that the Mets 
‘will indeed stick it out, no mat- 
ter what the future offers here, 
and questionable real potential 

for alternative events to be 


staged at this facility, a new. 


ballpark has more of the ear- 
markings of a proverbial “white 
elephant” than a revitalizing 
agent for downtown Pittsfield. 


I believe Wahconah Park is an | 


ing about. 

All this, while local media out- 
lets got their first look at this 
year’s Pittsfield Mets. 

With needed renovations at the 


Please see PARK, B3 


a 


Ma.a./on. 


ies could be put to much greater 
service in our community. 


What would be done with 
Wahconah Park if a new park ’ 
were’ to be’ constructed? Would 
it be torn down? Allowed to fall 
into ruins, or maybe, fashion- 
ably boarded up, to become yet 
another eyesore? No, Wahconah 
Park should be preserved, be- 
eause of the nostalgia cultivated 
there, the pure aesthetics of the 
situation and the inconclusive ~ 
and speculative nature of any 
positive economic impact of a 
new ballpark. ‘ 


JEFFREY L. GARDNER 
.39 Gale Ave. 
Pittsfield, Sept. 15, 1997 
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78-year-old facility slated to oc- 

cur this year as the Mets wait for 

a new park to be built in accor- 

dance to a one-year lease signed 

with the city last November, un- 
finished refurbishment work was 
not what Pittsfield Mets and Na- 

Sipe au Sos President 

. Gladstone 
to find yesterday. 
When asked about the contin- 
ued construction just days away 
before the season’s first pitch is 
thrown at Wahconah Park, Glad- 
pee ie ai tan with 
ity s upholding of i 

the barcaitvthuie ae oe 

“We had an written agreement 

that said it (renovations) would 
be done one month before the 
season opens, and you can see it 
isn't done. It’s a major prob- 
lem,” Gladstone said. ‘They 
didn’t meet their end of the 
agreement, they didn’t meet their 
responsibilities. I’m sure they 
have a lot of excuses but that 
doesn’t help us now.”’ 

According to the lease which 
was signed on Nov. 22, National 
Pastime Corp., owners of the 
Class A affiliate to the major 
league’s New York Mets, agreed 
to written terms with the city and 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly for the 
Mets to remain at Wahconah 
Park until finding a new site. 

Terms of which included the 
city to hire a consultant to seek 
and suggest possible sites for a 
hew 4,500-seat facility; by last 
Sunday have that site deter- 
mined; in the meantime use 
$330,000 in capital improvement 
funds to ieee areas of the 
Current park; and having yet to 
be decided, gain City “Council 
and mayoral approval for fund- 
ing of the new park by Oct. 30 of 
this year. 

According to published re- 
ports, city officials contend that 
the construction being carried out 
by Cardan Construction of Pitts- 
field, is following an appropriate 
timetable, and couldn’t be mov- 
ing along any faster. 

As of press time this morning, 


attempts to reach officials for 


comment were unsuccessful. 
Though grandstand reinforce- 
ments and box seat expansion are 
expected to be finished for 
Thursday’s Opening day festivi- 
ties against the Batavia Clippers, 


‘The outfield is filled with 
sand, and until that sinks in and 
makes the outfield playable, 
that’s another problem,’’ Glad- 

_ Stone said. “If you can’t get an 
old ball park ready when you’ve 
had since last September to now, 
it doesn’t give you much hope 
that somebody is going to build a 
new one.” 

At an estimated cost of $7 to 
$8 million to build, according to 
the lease, construction is sup- 


. posed to begin in April of next 


year. 

Gladstone finished by addin 
that if the team is forced to for. 
feit contests due to existing con- 
ditions at the park, legal action 
may be taken against the city. 

ee General Man- 
ager Kichard J. Murphy, says hi 
hands are tied in ibs ities 

‘There’s really nothing I can 
do about the facility, so I really 
can get involved in that as- 
pect,’ Murphy said. ‘‘A lot of 
my time is concerned with the 
operations of the club itself.’’ 

When asked by another re- 
porter about contingency plans in 
moving the Mets to an alternate 
site should the park be deemed 
unplayable, Murphy had no com- 
ment. 

‘Whatever is delivered to me 
I ty to do my best with. If I 
didn’t it would be awful frustrat- 

ee Murphy said. “‘I try to 

cep my troops optimistic. If ev- 
eryone that works for me sine a 
set because of the shape of the 
park — that doesn’t bode well 
when you’re in the entertainment 


business.’ 


Razing dam seen as way 


to drier Wahconah Park 


Co. (The dam now belongs to 
Hawthorne Mills owner Ken- 
neth Nash.) 

The documents. include: 
maps; a 1929 study of the dam 
and its effects on flooding up- 
stream at Wahconah — then a 
mere 10 years old; a 1936 inter- 
view with a former employee 
who had helped reconstruct the 
dam in 1918; a study advising 
the construction of a flood. by- 
pass flume; and a letter to the 
editor that Eaton Paper Chair- 
man Col. W.H. Eaton wrote, but 
never sent to the paper. 

In the letter, Eaton referred to 
a Dec. 26, 1936, City Council 
meeting, where the chairman of 
the Park Commission suggested 
Wahconah Park’s problems 
could be solved by sacrificing 
the offending dam. 


“The height of the dam has 
nothing to do with the flood 
conditions in the upper part of 
the river, including Wahconah 
Park,” Eaton wrote. “There is a 
difference of 317 feet in eleva- 
tion between the top of the dam 
and the elevation of Wahconah 
Park before the recent filling 
was completed. This filling is 
stated by the Park Commission 
| aay to be 2 feet. So, if that were 

“Instead of using $16 million added, there would be a differ- 
on a new ballpark, why not ence of 512 feet between the 
spend $16 million on tearing dam and Wahconah Park.” 
down the dam and straightening 
out the river?” Hebert asked. It is not clear what Eaton 
“It would create jobs and fix the meant by “filling.” But he went 
flooding problem at Wahconah 0M to say that company studies 
Park.” suggested the problem was In 

Documents discovered in The the narrowness of the river be- 
Berkshire Eagle archives show tween the park and the dam, 
the idea indeed has been con- not the dam itself. 
sidered before. They also show __ It should be noted, however, 
Eaton company officials did not that the conditions of today are 
think it would work. unlikely the same as they were 

When Eagle Publishing Co. 60 yearsago. | 
purchased the former Sheaffer Still, Guzzo said, taking down 
Eaton mill on South Church the dam can't hurt. 

“T still believe removing de- 


Street, it inherited documents 
pertaining to the building and bris and taking down the dam 
will make a difference,” he said. 


its surroundings. Those docu- 
ments include a file on the Mill “It won't take much more than 
a year to see if it makes a dif- 


Street Dam, which was once 
owned by Sheaffer Eaton and ference. I can't see why people 
its predecessors, Eaton Paper are not stepping to the plate on 


Co. and Eaton, Crane & Pike this.” 7) n/( 9 G9 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — This past 
week, mayoral candidates 
Henry. Hebert and Council 
President Gerald S. Doyle Jr. 
both raised the possibility of 
removing the Mill Street Dam 
in order to lower the water level 
and chance of flooding at Wah- 
conah Park. 

Yesterday, Hebert paid a visit 
to the Mill Street Dam, where 
he pointed out the debris piled 
up behind it and said tearing it 
down would fix the flooding 
problem at Wahconah Park. The 
concept goes back decades — as 
far as the 1920s and 1930s — 
but it has enjoyed a renais- 
sance, as leaders including 
Hebert, Doyle and Councilor 

Joseph O. Guzzo have suggested 
it could hold the solution to the 
Wahconah flooding problem. 

The dam, on the West Branch 
of the Housatonic River, had 
originally been installed to pro- 
vide electric power for the 
Eaton, Crane & Pike Co. It no 
longer generates power, but 
remains in place — and Hebert 
and others believe that since it 

no longer serves a purpose, it’s 

time to get rid of it. 
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Stadium question 
facing city voters 
in November 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The voters of 
this city will be asked in a non- 
binding ballot question this fall 
if they support the construction 
of a new stadium with a contri- 
bution of city funds. 

The City Council voted 10-1 
Tuesday night in favor of a Pe- 
ter G. Arlos petition placing a 
non-binding ballot question on 
the stadium on the Nov. 4 bal- 
lot. Arlos predicted the vote 
would not scare Pittsfield Mets 
owner William Gladstone into 
leaving the city, and he added it 
would increase interest in the 
elections. 

-Voting against the ballot 
question was Ward 7 Councilor 
Joseph O. Guzzo. : 

Another referendum question 
failed to make the ballot at 
Tuesday’s meeting, as a petition 
‘from Ward 1 Councilor William 
D. Barry asking if voters ap- 
proved of a “state prison’’ 
within the city limits was voted 
down by an 8-3 margin. 

In other council develop- 
ments, members and would-be 
members are steamed by salary 
and benefit increases recently 
awarded by the School Com- 
mittee. 


Arlos loudly criticized the 
School Committee’s decision to 
award Deputy Superintendent 
William D. Travis a $3,537. merit 
bonus, a complaint the rest of 
the council echoed by passing 
his petition on the issue unan- 
imously. 


Guzzo, who supported the pe- 
tition, said that if the depart- 
ment wants to reward employ- 
ees for stellar service — and he 
defended Travis’ record with the 
school building project — then 
it should honor paraprofession- 
als and teachers with merit pay 
instead. 


Yesterday, at-large candidate 
Gaetano ‘‘Guy” Noto issued a 
press release questioning raises 
the School” Committee gave 
principals — raises it gave the 
same day 650 jobs were cut at 


General Dynamics Defense: 


Systems. 


Noto, who unsuccessfully ran 
for mayor last year, said the pay 
raise showed “a gross lack of 
sensitivity” on the part of the 
committee — except for Michael 
Filpi, who voted against the 
raise — and the administration. 
He called on the council and 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly to 
conduct an independent audit of 
the department’s spending. 


In other business, the council 
referred to its ordinances and 
rules committee an extension of 
the tobacco education agree- 
ment between the city and the 
Department of Public Health. 
And it sent to its Finance 
Committee a request from 
Reilly that it approve $93,000 to 
pay for science lab improve- 
ments at Taconic and Pittsfield 
high schools. That work was 
originally estimated at $100,000, 
and when it came in at $193,000, 
the council decided it wanted tc 
review that discrepancy. 


Wahconah Park is worth preservi 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Although I have relocated to 
Maine, I remain connected to 
hometown news through The 
Kagle’s website. Upon reading 
the debate in The Eagle’s pages 
about whether to finance a 
Wahconah Park replacement for 
$16 million, I am compelled to 
ask what benefit would a re- 
placement provide the fans of 
Berkshire County besides $16 
million in new debt service? 


I am well aware of the park’s 
water problems, poor drainage 
and parking difficulties. I also 
suspect that these issues can be 
remedied for a darn site less 
than $16 million. Wahconah 
Park is more than equal to its 
fan base and it provides Berk- 
shire County a unique and ap- 
propriate venue to experience 
the game of baseball. Aside 
from the siren’s call of some- 
thing new, I see no compelling 
reason to consider. a _ replace- 
ment. 

Among readers of “Baseball 
America,” Wahconah Park is 
consistently rated among the 
best places in the minors to ex- 


perience baseball — not in spite 
of the sun delays, the wooden 
grandstand seats and the hang- 
ing owls — in part because of 
them. I annually drive thou- 
sands of miles to see baseball 
and the park is one of the few 
remaining examples of what is 
right with classic neighborhood 
baseball architecture — an in- 
timate baseball-only venue that 
provides the fan an affordable 


~ seat close enough to the field to 


hear the shortstop call off the 
second baseman on a pop fly to 
short center. 

The 1997 Mets drew far better 
than many of the city’s Eastern 
League teams. As county popu- 
lation has declined over the past 
30 years, the reasons for the 
improved attendance figures 
must lie elsewhere. I suggest 
that in this TV-driven, fast- 
paced, impersonal society, 
where respect in sports is mea- 
sured in numbers of zeroes on a 
contract, fans are searching for 
a place where the game, not 
gimmicks, is the thing; a place 
where one can turn to their 


neighbor Loe J. 


doubleplay just seen, a com- 
munity place worn familiar over 
time like a comfy sweater. 
Wahconah Park fills that role. 
Baseball is a game that owes 
much of its identity to wits 


blending of present with its . 


past. It means something to me 
to be able to bring my children 
to the place where I learned. to 
score a game; where my folks: 


brought me and their: folks | 
brought them before me. Over... 
time we have lamented the bits: 
_ of Pittsfield lost to “progress” 
the train station, the Hotel. 
Wendell — don’t let Wahconah’: 


Park be the latest casualty. «- 


Furthermore, the benefits of a : 


new ballpark to the community. 
are by no means guaranteed. 
Downtowns are not necessarily - 
revitalized. Additional fans ‘do 
not magically appear. Teams ‘do 
not automatically stay. Do not 
heed the siren’s song. Only the 
illusion is real. 
DANIEL T. CROCKBR 

31 Summer St. 
Hallowell, ME, Sept. 29, 1997 
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Mets eyeing 


from 


Pittsfield 


By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — How much 
longer will the Pittsfield Mets 
be the Pittsfield Mets? 

While city officials consider 
whether to build a new multi- 
purpose stadium at the inter- 
section of North and Wahconah 
streets near Berkshire Medical 
Center, the ownership group of 
the New York-Penn League 
franchise is looking into a pos- 
sible relocation to Long Island. 

According to an article in 
yesterday's Newsday, a major 
daily that publishes on Long Is- 
land, the group that owns the 
Pittsfield Mets is one of eight 
groups offering to bring a minor 
league baseball team to Suffolk 
County, N.Y., for the 1999 
baseball season. 


$14.4 million stadium 


The proposed new _ baseball 
facility would be located in the 
town of Central Islip. The park 
has a $14.4 million price tag, 
and according to Newsday 
would be financed by state 
money. Suffolk County officials 
are. considering a_ state-owned, 
20-acre site for a baseball sta- 
dium. 

-““We have been advised by the 
National Association [of Profes- 
sional Baseball Clubs] not to 
make any comment, period. 


_That’s an. absolute gag rule,” 


Pittsfield Mets President Wil- 
liam L. Gladstone said from his 
Larchmont, N.Y., home. “I just 
can’t comment.” 

National Pastime Inc. has 
owned the Pittsfield Mets since 
1992. Gladstone is president of 


_ the franchise and a member of 


the New York-Penn League’s 
board of directors. The other 
members of the ownership 
group are Martin Barr, John 
Burton, Alfred Roberts and 
Stephen Siegel. 

New York-Penn League Pres- 


Lope 


The group that 
owns the Pittsfield 
Mets is one of eight 
groups offering to 
bring a minor 
league baseball 
team to Suffolk 
County, N.Y. 


ident Robert Julian could not be 
reached for comment on the 
Story. 

The next meeting of the New 
York-Penn League board of di- 
rectors is scheduled for Sat- 
urday, Oct. 25, in Syracuse, 
N.Y., and the proposal could be 
discussed at length then. The 
board has not met since spring. 


In the application to Suffolk 
County, Newsday reported that 
Gladstone said National Pastime 
Inc. has authority from the New 
York-Penn League and the Na- 
tional Association of Profes- 
sional Baseball Clubs. 


“We need permission from 
both the New York Mets and 
New York Yankees ... We are in 


the process of seeking the re-- 


quired permission,” Gladstone 
was quoted as writing in the 
application. 


The city of Pittsfield is work- 
ing under a deadline of sorts for 
finalizing arrangements to build 
a new stadium at the intersec- 
tion of North and Wahconah 
streets. Under terms of a one- 
year licensing agreement with 
National Pastime, if the city has 
a site selected and financing in 
line for a multiuse stadium by 
Oct. 30, the Mets would auto- 
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matically renew the _ license 
agreement for 1998. If the Oct. 
30 date is not met, then Na- 
tional Pastime would have the 
Option to renegotiate a new li- 
cense agreement with the city. 

If a new! stadium is built by 
1999, the ballclub would sign a 
10-year lease to play at the new 
park. 

' “T think it’s important that we 
strike while the iron is hot. If 
we were to find that the Mets 
were seriously contemplating a 
move, we should talk with them 
and soon,” said state Sen. An- 
Hrea £)* Nuciforo™ Jr., . D- 
Pittsfield. 
| Pittsfield Mayor Edward M. 
eilly.and City Council Presi- 
dent Gerald S. Doyle Jr. did not 
return. phone calls seeking 
eomment last night. 
* The; City Council’s Finance 
Committee on Monday is ex- 
pected. to address the $16.8 mil- 
lion bond authorization which, if 
approved, would front the 
money’ for all the work needed 
at the site. City officials have 
stated that most of the price tag 
could be taken care of by state 
and federal grants, and private 
funds. The city’s share of con- 
struction, according to the re- 
port.by the consulting firm of 
_ Arrowstreet Ltd., has been es- 
timated at $3.3 million. 

' “We have to encourage suc- 
eessful businesses, like the 
Mets, to stay in the Berkshires,” 
said Nuciforo. 

Nuciforo, the newest member 
of the Senate Ways and Means 


Committee, said he hoped his 
new post will help bring a posi- 
tive conclusion to the stadium 
issue. 

“The reason I asked for the 
committee post was that it could 
help bring dollars back to the 
Berkshires,” he said. “I look 
forward to working with the city 
and the Mets,” 

Suffolk County Executive 
Robert Gaffney is quoted in the 
article as saying “The main 
thing is to bring a team that is 
well qualified.” 

Of the eight bids cited by 
Newsday, the Mets are the only 
farm club mentioned. The other 
potential franchise holders. be- 
long to independent minor 
leagues. Those teams are not 
affiliated with major league 
teams. 

Were such a move to take 
place, it would require approval 
by the New York-Penn League, 
the National Association and by 
both the New York Mets and - 
New York Yankees. The major | 
league clubs would have to ap- 
prove the moves because the 

minor league club would be en- 
tering the major, league clubs’ 


‘erritory. Jo|! K (ry 
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tadium issue tabled again ~ 


The corner of Kent Avenue and North Street is the location of a possible new multi-purpose stadium in Pittsfield. 


City finance board still 
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“oes "*~ By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

_ PITTSFIELD — The City Council Fi- 
nance Committee, no longer under the 
pressure of an Oct. 30 deadline to put 
together funding for a proposed $16.8 
million stadium, tabled the bond au- 
thorization for another day at its 
meeting last night. 

The committee did, however, vote to 
approve an amendment to the city’s 
license agreement with the Pittsfield 
Mets, clearing the way for an exten- 
sion to Jan. 15, 1998. If the full council 
approves, the city has until that date 
to come up with the $16.8 million, $3.3 
million of which the city intends to 
contribute. 

Council President Gerald S. Doyle 
Jr., chairman of the Finance Commit- 
tee, tentatively reached that extension. 


nding issues 


last week with officials of National 
Pastime Inc., the owners of the club. 
Doyle ‘Said he asked for the extension 
because of the nonbinding vote on the 
stadium on Nov. 4, and because the 
city has not yet secured the funding. 

The committee also followed Coun- 
cilor at large Angelo C. Stracuzzi’s 
suggestion that the Berkshire delega- 
tion to Beacon Hill inform the council 
of the likelihood of state funding, and 
where it might come from. 


Wait and see 


“T’d like to see this happen, but I’m 
not as optimistic as I was a month ago 
that we will have the funding in 
place,” Stracuzzi said. “While I would 
like to keep proceeding, I don’t want 
to give the team a false impression ... 
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if there’s no money, I’m not go- 
ing to vote for this.” 

Stracuzzi also said he wanted 
to know if the Mets have been 
approached about contributing 
to the stadium, and what the 
team would pay in a lease on 
the new facility. 


Doyle, replying to Stracuzzi’s 
questions, said that the stadium 
finance committee, which was 
formed at the same time as the 
site selection committee, has 
been working with state legisla- 
tors and the city to identify and 
pursue funding sources. 


Doyle also stressed that the 
stadium, if built, would be a 
community resource, and not 
the Mets’ private playground. 


However, Councilor at large 
Peter G. Arlos, as he has for the 
past few weeks, predicted the 
stadium would be soundly de- 
feated in the nonbinding vote. 
“You'll see the extent of the 
opposition ... and then we'll go 
from there.” 


The 4,500-seat, $16.8 million 
stadium would be built at the 
corner of North and Wahconah 
streets and Kent Avenue. That 
site was chosen because of its 
closeness to downtown, and be- 
cause of the potential to im- 
prove the surrounding neigh- 
borhood and to connect Wah- 
conah and Tyler streets. 

According to the agreement 


between the team and the city, 
the team will automatically play 
in Pittsfield in 1998 if a site for 
a new stadium, and the money 
to pay for it, are in place. The 
team would then move into the 
new facility and sign a 10-year 
lease. 


Meanwhile, the team is 
among potential tenants for a 
proposed $14.4 million, 7,500- 
seat stadium in Central Islip, 
N.Y., in Suffolk County, Long 
Island. The state of New York 
would build the park, and the 


Mets or another team would 
begin play there in 1999. If the 


Mets made that move, it would 
require approval from the New 


-York-Penn League, the National 


Association of Professional 


Baseball Leagues and both New 


York City major league clubs. 


fe fal9r 
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“The voters decide to do some- 
thing and are ignored,” lamented 
Noto. 

Building a new stadium for the 
Pittsfield Mets or other purposesisn’t 
high on the candidates’ priority list. 

Asked if she supports city funding 


for a stadium, Williamson said “yes 


and no,” with an emphasis on the 
negative. “Yes when we have the 
money,” she said, “and no when we 
don’t.” 

Arlossaid that sparse city resources 
should not be spent on a new base- 
ball stadium. “I’m opposed to wel- 
fare for millionaires,” said Arlos, who _ 
predicted a ballot question on the 
stadium will suffer a historic defeat. 

Noto said that he can not support 
spending for a new stadium “at this 
point in time.” Noto said that wants 
and needs must be identified sepa- 
rately. He recalled the city finance 
director saying seven months ago 
that the city should not undertake 
additional borrowing. 

“It’s pie in the sky at this point,” 
said Noto. 

Boyle said he has “some real con- 
cerns about the proposal.” He won- 
dered whether the stadium proposal 
has been properly represented, not- 
ing it is likely not a “ multi-purpose” 

stadium. “We really can’t afford to 
do it [just for baseball],” said Boyle. 

In closing, Arlos urged viewers to 
vote and especially pitched a non- 
binding ballot question he sponsored 
on educational vouchers. 

Williamson echoed the theme that 
voting is essential. She urged resi- 
dents to take children to the polls. 

Noto promised” progressive lead- 
ership,” while Boyle said Pittsfield 
must embrace its two great assets, 
“its people and its environment.” 

The debate is scheduled for mul- 
tiple telecasts on channel 3, includ- 
ing Sunday at 9:15 p.m/é /& 3(a% 





ets give city stadium deadline ex 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Mets 
have given the city an additional 10 
weeks to secure the $16.8 million in 
financing that would meet the terms of 
the license agreement between the city 
and the owners of the Mets. 


The deadline to come up with the 
. financing had been Oct. 30. The city 
now has until Jan. 15. 

Both Mets General Manager . Rick 
Murphy and City Council President 
' Gerald S. Doyle Jr. confirmed the ex- 
tension had been verbally approved by 


The Mets are one of eight potential tenants for a proposed new 
$14.4 million stadium in Central Islip, Long Island. 


‘William Gladstone, president of the 
Mets’ owners, National. Pastime Inc. 


-The city is now drafting a written ex- 


tension through the solicitor’s office. 
The Mets are one of eight potential 
tenants for a proposed 7,500-seat, $14.4 
million stadium in Central Islip, N.Y., 
in central Long Island. The move 


would require approval from the New 
York-Penn League, the National Asso- 
ciation of Professional Baseball 
Leagues, and by both of New York’s 


major league teams, the Yankees and 


Mets. 
In the Long Island proposal, Suffolk 
County, N.Y., would put up the sta- 


dium on a 20-acre site in Central Islip, 
and the Mets or another tenant would 
move into the park in 1999. The state 
of New York would put up the $14.4 
million for construction. 

In Pittsfield, the City Council Fi- 
nance Committee will discuss a pro- 
posed $16.8 million bond authorization 


tension 


for a new downtown stadium tomorrow 
night. While the city does not intend to 
fund the stadium itself — a $3.3 mil- 
lion share of the cost is the city’s tar- 
get — it needs to authorize a bond for 
the ‘entire price tag. Furthermore, on 
Nov. 4, city voters will cast ballots in a 
non-binding referendum on whether 
they approve of the use of city money 
for the stadium. 

The new stadium would be built at 
the corner of North and Wahconah 
streets and would be largely funded by 
government and private monies. The 
team has expressed dissatisfaction 
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much can we afford, and what 
' priority is it, even 1f we can af- 
ford it?” | 
Ward 4 Councilor Gary S. 
Grunin said he would not be af- 
fected by the news, either. 
‘Remember, it’s a community- 
based stadium for community- 
based activities that the Mets 
will use 37 times a year,” he 
said. “My concern is how much 
the state can:put in, and I’ve 
had conversations with [Speaker 
of the House] Thomas Finneran 
personally.” 


Grunin also suggested that 


tify the cost is another issue, he 
added. 

“In good faith, we put up $47 
million for schools. But how 
many times can you go to the 
well?” Stracuzzi asked. “I saw 
the state of New York is willing. 
to pay $14 million, and I saw the 
support Sen. [Andrea F.] Nucl- 
foro had given the Mets. I don't 
think there’s anything stopping 
the senator, who is now on the 
Ways and Means Committee, to 
get back to Boston, get with his 
colleagues and come up with 
the money to make this hap- 
pen.” 


the city in a position to be 
building a stadium at the 
present time?” 


for mayor, about the potential 
for an extension. Murphy ap- 
proached Gladstone with the 
request, and Gladstone replied 
he did not have a problem with 
granting more time. 

Of the extension, Doyle said it 
‘only serves the people because 
there is a ballot question on the 
new stadium, and because we 
are dealing with a large sum of 
money.” 

As for reports of the Mets 
considering a home in the Long 
Island suburbs, Doyle said he 
was concerned. 


team would automatically play 
its 1998 season at Wahconah 
Park and sign a long-term lease 
for the new facility. 


To date, the city has had dif- 
ficulty meeting its deadlines in 
the license agreement, starting 
with the first it was supposed to 
meet in February of this year. 
But the city has tentatively se- 
cured yet another extension. 

Earlier this week, Murphy was 
contacted by Doyle, a candidate 


te) Mets from Al 


with the current condition of 
Wahconah Park, and the 78- 
year-old park does not meet the 
minimum requirements of mi- 
nor league baseball. 

Under the license agreement 
between the city of Pittsfield 
and National Pastime, if the city 
finds a site for a new stadium 
and the money to fund it, the 


At-large Councilor Angelo C. 
Stracuzzi said he was surprised 
by yesterday’s news. “Frankly, 
their going to find a new home 
when they know the city has got 
a very difficult financial situa- 
tion is unfair,” Stracuzzi said. 
“Rut I don’t think the pressure 
is on the city. I think it makes 
citizens wonder if the Mets are 
sincere about signing a 10-year 
deal — that’s the way I felt this 
morning.” 


Stadium funding questions linger 


Pittsfield voters should be heard 
before the city council approves a 
new stadium for the Pittsfield Mets, 
a city council subcommittee said on 
Monday. 3 

The council’s finance subcommit- 
tee unanimously voted to tablea$16.5 
million bond authorization for.apro- 
posed multi-use stadium. 

Chairman Gerald Doyle, Jr. said 
that, since the Mets have agreed toan 
extended deadline of January 15 for 
the city tosecure financing the project, 
the matter could wait until after the 
November 4 election. 

The ballot includes a non-binding 
question asking voters if they sup- 
port spending public funds to build 
the $16.8 million stadium. 

Doyle said that Mets officials 
readily agreed to the extension: “ [The 
Mets] said ‘no problem’; that’s where 
it stands right now.” 

While the matter continues to gen- 
erate debate, few councilors appear 
willing to endorse the project. In fact, 


Anglo Stracuzzi suggested on Mon- | 


day the council may be “misleading” 
the'Mets by indicating that an agree- 
ment is imminent. | 

“I'd love to see this happen,” 
Stracuzzi said, “but I’m not:as opti- 
mistic as | was four months ago that 
there will be a funding schedule in 
place.” 

Stracuzzi also scolded state legis- 


lators for paying enthusiastic lip ser- _ 


vice to the project. Legislators, such 
as state senator Andrea Nuciforo, Jr., 


regularly voice support for the new | 
stadium without citing where the | 


funds will come from. 


“I guess it’s kind of unfair,” | 
Stracuzzi said. “We get hit over the | 


head with this issue constantly.” 
Stracuzzi listed several questions 


which he said should be answered, 


before the council makes a decision: 


How much money would the | 
Pittsfield Mets be willing to pay for | 
the new stadium? How much would | 
the Mets be willing to pay toleasethe | 
new facility? And under what condi- | 
tions would the Mets consider stay- | 


ing at Wahconah Park? 


tees working to find a suitable site 
and financing for the project may 
have the information that Stracuzzi 
wanted. | 

At-large councilor Peter Arlos, who 
initiated the ballot question effort, 
said that the election results would 
set the stage for a more realistic.plan. 
He predicted that voters will over- 
whelmingly reject the project. 

“The width and depth of the objec- 
tion is so widespread,” he ‘said. 
“You’te going to see, on [November] 
fourth, the extent.” 


Doyle suggested that the commit-_§ 


Doyle voiced some optimism, not- 
ing that the project would not be 


exclusively a baseball stadium. “It’s 


not only the Pittsfield Mets as far as 
I’m concerned,” he said. “I’m just 
looking at more of an activities cen- 
ter.” — “ 

With the extension, the city has 
until January 15 to secure $16.8 mil- 
lion, the estimated cost of the sta- 
dium. The plan calls for the city to 
pay for nearly 20 percent of the project 
with the rest coming from state or 


other sources. / a [ A 5/ y ’ 
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‘More at stake’ 


“T’m not happy with the pos- 
sibility of the Mets moving, but 
there’s a lot more at stake than - 
the Mets. We still want a recre- 
ation facility that high schools 
can use, a facility that can host 
drum and bugle corps competi- 
tions and things like that,’ 


Doyle said. “But we would like | 


the Mets to stay, and we'll do 
everything we can to keep them 
in Pittsfield.” 


Asked what he thought of the , 
' Mets’ interest in Long Island, 


Doyle recognized the Mets’ need 
to keep their future options 
open. “Any businessman in the 
position of Mr. Gladstone would 
have to have a backup position, 
and for that I can’t blame him,” 
Doyle said. “Businesses need to 
have a backup plan — as we 
will.’’ 

Earlier this week, Doyle said 
he would explore an option for 
which a number of residents 
and some candidates have 
clamored — the renovation of 
Wahconah Park. Mayoral can- 
didate Henry Hebert has 
pushed for removing the Mill 
Street dam, saying that would 
lessen flooding at the 78-year- 
old park, and Ward 7 Councilor 
Joseph O. Guzzo has reiterated 
his support for a renovated 
Wahconah as well. 

As for the team’s 1998 plans, 
which team officials have not 
yet disclosed, under the terms 
of the agreement the team must 
inform the city by Oct. 31 if it 
intends to play its 1998 New 
York-Penn League season at 
Wahconah Park. 

Members of the Finance 
Committee were split on 
whether the news that the Mets 
were looking at a new home on 
Long Island would affect the 
way they approach the stadium 
funding situation. 

“T think it makes it a more 
difficult decision, now that we- 
‘re forced to recognize that ev- 
erything you do might be for 
naught,” said At-large Councilor 
Jamie R. Williamson. 

Williamson suggested the city 
have a lease in hand with the 
team before putting up a sta- 
dium, instead of building it and 
then negotiating with the club. 
“Tf there’s no guarantee and 
we're building this for the Mets, 
that’s a bad idea,’ she said. 
“But the main question is, is 


Stracuzzi said the central is- 
sue is funding for the stadium 
— and he doesn’t know how the 
city can afford to front $16.8 
million in bond capacity in the 
hopes it will get most of the 
money back. Whether a stadium 
is a high enough priority to Jus- 


we ll 
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Ward 3 Councilor Thomas KE. 
Hickey said the Long Island 
proposal wouldn’t change his 
approach. “I’d like to see how it 
fits into our spending plan,” he 
said. “We still don’t know when 


schools. My questions are how 


be reimbursed for the 


The Eagle, whose editorial page | 
has supported the building of a 
new stadium, purchase naming 
rights of the facility for $1 mil- 
lion, lowering the city’s obliga- 
tion by a third. The rest could 
be raised through rent paid by 
the Mets, he said. 


Hie Xo 


Stadium funding needs scrutiny 


Since moving to Pittsfield a quar- 
ter century ago the destructionof the 
old train station is one of the most 
bemoaned occurrences visited upon 
this city ever. Having never seen it, 
judging the accuracy of this opinion 
is impossible. But given the fact we 
can’t even keep the present day 
Amtrak kiosk busy, one has to won- 
der what point there would have 
been in maintaining that big, old 
structure. 

In any event, this evidence of the 
pendulum swinging too far in one 
direction during the sixties rush for 
urban renewal has resulted in the 
pendulum swinging too far in the 
other direction. It seems as though 
any dilapidated ‘pile of metal, lum- 
ber or mortar with any history toit at 
allis now sacred ground. Whetherits 
the Colonial Theater, Newberry’s, 
England Brothers, the old fire station 
or Wahconah Park, talk of tearing 
them down and starting overis nearly 
sacrilegious. 


Well this observer believes that ~ 


unless private funding can be found 
to restore and maintain them, they 
all, with one possible exception, be- 
long ina landfill. If the private sector 
comes up witha rescue plan requir- 
ing little more from the city than the 
normal infrastructure improvements 
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afforded any developer, or possibly 
an eminent domain taking, that is 
great. 

However, putting the taxpayer on 
the. hook for any more than that is 
simply ridiculous. We have more 
important things to do with our 
money like educating kids, fighting 
crime, putting out fires, plowing and 
maintaining streets, providing flow- 
ing sewer and water mains, and tak- 
ing away the garbage. 

While a city of forty to fifty thou- 
sand can easily get by without reno- 
vated old theaters, retail space and 
fire houses, the same car not neces- 
sarily be said fora stadium. Pittsfield 
has a history of supporting minor 
league baseball. Our three high 
schools frequently use Wahconah 
Park for night games. Other activi- 
ties occur there year round. A sta- 
dium is something we should con- 
tinue to have. It is a legitimate use of 
tax dollars. A is singular. We don't 
need two. 

This observer is preparing this 
piece under an autographed picture 
of Sandy Koufax. This observer was 
one of the City Councilors who voted 
to send Revo and the Cubs packing 
in order to make way for Mike Casey 
and his Mets. But he is not at all 
impressed by the efforts of Gladstone 


and his Mets to shake the city down 
for anew stadium. | 

Baseball has gotten far too big for 
its britches. By what moral standard 
do Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth and Mickey 
Mantle belong in Cooperstown, but 
Pete Rose doesn’t? Where do they 
get off taking away the World Series 
because the rich owners want to 
screw the small market owners at the 
expense of the players? This baseball 
fan is on strike and could care less if 
Gladstone stays or leaves. 

But whether he stays or leaves, we, - 
the city, stillowna stadium and have © 
to. decide what to do with it. If the 
cost of fixing up and maintaining the 
old Wahconah Park exceeds the net 
cost of a new stadium after all out- 
side funding sources are considered, 
then we should tear it down and 
build a new one. If not, then we 
should fix the old one up and let 
Gladstone do what he has to do. 

Absolutely the stupidest thing we 
could do is to expect the taxpayers to 
purchase and pay interest on a new 
stadium and pay for the continued 
upkeep and maintenance of an old 
park. If the powers that be will make 
this sensible dollars and cents choice, 
they deserve a respectful listen when 
they propose a new stadium. If not, 
they don’t. Period. 
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These are the contestants in this 
‘queen and lady-in-waiting. In fron 
‘Bridget Coulter, 1996 Lady-in-Waiting 
are Sara-Lee Drake, Amy A. Maher, 

Hunter, Jacqueline A. Filiault, Lori F. Hall, 
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* PITTSFIELD — The 52nd an- 
nual Winter Carnival Queen 
Contest will kick off tomorrow 

: evening with a dinner at Giov- 
‘anni’s Ristorante. The contes- 
fants and their mothers will be 
guests of the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee Inc. 
= Co-chairwomen Laurie Man- 
tegari and Tonia Polidoro said 
that following the dinner, the 11 
®ueen contestants will begin 
gelling Winter Carnival buttons. 
‘To be eligible to compete for the 
title of queen, each girl must 
sell a minimum of 1,000 but- 
tons. 
= The queen will be selected 
#riday, Feb. 21, at the Queen’s 
Coronation Ball at the Itam 
dodge. Three judges will make 
‘their selections based on poise, 
‘appearance, personality, ex- 
pression and understanding of 
the Winter Carnival activities. 
© Each contestant will receive a 
‘bag of gifts donated by local 
‘merchants, banks and the Win- 
‘ter Sports Committee. The con- 
testant selling the most buttons 
‘will receive a special award in 
‘“ddition to her donated gifts. 
The contestants will choose a 
Miss Congeniality who will re- 
ceive an appropriate remem- 
‘prance. — 

“ This year’s contestants are: 

* ) Kristin J. Brookman, the 19- 
syear-old daughter of Glenn and 
“Jean Brookman of Pittsfield, is 
“a 1995 graduate of Taconic High 
School and is majoring in music 
‘education at Berkshire Com-: 
“munity College. 

« She volunteers at the Salva- 
‘tion Army and worked for 
‘Spring Meadows in Housatonic, 
-a residential home for severely 
“handicapped children. She is 
“currently employed by Petite 
“Sophisticate at the Berkshire 
“Mall and A.H. Rice Co. She 
plans to enter Westminster 
Choir College where she will. 
“pursue a degree in music edu- 
‘cation. 

.. ) Lauren B. Ceradini, 16, the 
“daughter of Elizabeth Thomas 
“of Lenox and Nicholas Ceradini 
“of Baltimore, Md., is a junior at 
“Taconic High School, where she 

“js an honor roll student and a 
“varsity cheerleader. She is also 
“4 CYC All Stars cheerleader and 
cheerleading coach for the CYC. 
«= Ceradini is employed by S&J 
“Variety and Luncheonette, 
“which is also her sponsor. She 
‘plans .to attend college and be- 
scome a lawyer. : 

“ pHeather L. Cobb, the 17- 

ear-old daughter of Michael 
and Linda Cobb of Pittsfield, is 
“4 junior at Taconic High School 


“where she is a member of the - 


»prom committee, tennis team, 
Fdaptain of the cheerleading 
“squad and involved with the 
“pep, French and travel clubs. 

° Cobb is also involved with the 
“Berkshire Youth United and 
evolunteers at the CYC, coaching 
“cheerleading. She would like to 
=become a doctor. 

... ) Sara-Lee Drake, daughter of 
“Cohlin and Ellen Drake of 
“Pittsfield, is a junior at Pitts- 
- afield High School. The 16-year- 
mold is a member of the track 
“team and volunteers tutoring 
children at Allendale Elemen- 


ee & 


tary School. She plans to be- 
come a psychologist. 

) Jacqueline A. Filiault, 17, is 
the daughter of Ernest and 
Judith Filiault of Pittsfield. She 
is a senior at Taconic High 
School and is a member of the 
National Honor Society and 
swim team. She is also involved 
with Special Olympics, Berk- 
shire Youth United and a lector 
and CCD teacher at St. Mark’s 
Parish. Filiault plans to pursue 
a career in pharmacy or ele- 
mentary education. 

>» Lori F. Hall is the daughter 
of Alan and Leona Hall of Pitts- 
field. The 16-year-old Taconic 
High School junior is a member 
of the class council, Students 
Against Driving Drunk commit- 
tee, track team, cross country 
team, and is editor-in-chief of 
the yearbook. She is also a 
member of the national Honor 
Society and is a volunteer for 
Special Olympics. Hall repre- 
sents St. Charles’ Parish as a 
member of the Youth Council 
and has also worked in the local 
soup kitchen and made gifts for 
the homeless through her 
church. She would like to be- 
come a journalist. Court Square 
Breakfast and Deli is her spon- 
sor. 

» Rebecca L. Hunter is the 
daughter of Mary Hunter of 
Pittsfield, and the late William 
B. Hunter. Hunter, 17, is a sen- 
ior at St. Joseph’s High School 
where she has been on the high 
honor roll for four years and has 
been a member of the National 
Honor Society for the past two 
years. 

She has received several 
awards for academic - achieve- 
ment in subjects including ad- 
vanced placement U.S. History 
and French. She has volun- 
teered at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club day care center and the 
Ralph J. Froio Senior Center. 
She has taught French to Ist- 
graders at Sacred Heart Ele- 
mentary School and has served 
as a candy striper at Berkshire 
Medical Center. She is presently 
employed at Filene’s at the 
Berkshire Mall. She plans to 


pursue a career in psychology 


and/or child development. Her 
sponsor is the Berkshire Medi- 
cal Center Volunteer Associa- 
tion. 

b Amy A. Maher, the 1/-year- 
old daughter of Ann Capitanio 
of Pittsfield and Thomas Maher 
of Lee, is a senior at Pittsfield 
High School. She is a member 
of Students Against Driving 
Drunk, pep club, Italian club, 
and the yearbook advertising 
committee. She volunteers her 
time at ‘Berkshire Medical Cen- 
ter, tutors children at Allendale 
School and teaches Sunday 
school at All Souls’ Church. 

Maher was also a member of 
the varsity tennis team for Miss 
Hall’s School. She plans to at- 
tend college and study psy- 
chology, eventually becoming a 
child psychiatrist. Maher is 
employed by her grandparents 
at the East Side Cafe. 

>») Meaghan L. Prendergast , 
the daughter of Nancy Pren- 
dergast of Pittsfield, is a 17- 
year-old senior at Taconic High 


year’s Winter Carnival Queen contest and last year’s 
t, from left, are Meaghan L. Prendergast, 1996 Queen 
Jennifer R. Wager and Kristin J. Brookman. In rear 
Jennifer M. Slonski, Lauren B. Ceradini, Rebecca L. 
Audrey M. Wixsom and Heather L. Cobb. 


Eleven contestants are vying 
or Winter Carnival queen 


School. She is co-president of 
her class, a member of the 
school committee, prom com- 
mittee peer resource team, 
yearbook staff member, Latin 
club, dance committee and a 
member of the school’s quiz 
team. 

She has received the Daugh- 
ter of the American Revolution 
“Good Citizen” Award and was 
pictured in the 1996 edition of 
“Who’s Who Among American 
High School Students.” She is 
also vice president of Berkshire 
Youth United and is a member 
of the National Honor Society. 

Prendergast was a volunteer 
for the Jane Swift for Congress 
Committee. Her hobbies include 
playing the flute and piano and 
horseback riding. She plans to 
become a politician. 

>» Jennifer M. Slonski is the 
18-year-old daughter of Linda 
M. Slonski of Pittsfield. She is a 
senior at St. Joseph’s, where 
she is an honors student. She is 
president of the student council, 
is on the varsity soccer team, 
and was chosen as the Massa- 
chusetts Girls State delegate 
from her school last year. In- 
volved in model congress at St. 
Joseph’s, she is also both a 
prosecutor and the communica- 
tions agent for the YMCA Teen 
Court. 

Slonski’s involvement in the 
community includes work with 
children, soup kitchens, and 
being a Spanish tutor. She skis 
and participates in ballet and 
gymnastics. She played varsity 
basketball for two years and 
would like to become a criminal 
lawyer, district attorney or a 
U.S. senator. She is employed at 
both Dakota Restaurant and the 
Gap at the Berkshire Mall. 

» Audrey M. Wixsom, the 16- 
year-old daughter of Dennis 
Wixsom of Pittsfield, is a junior 
at Pittsfield High School, where 
she is on the cross country ski 
team. She is involved with the 
senior leader’s club and baby 
sits. Following high school, 
Wixsom plans to join the Army 
and attend college. She is em- 
‘ployed by the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club of Pittsfield. 
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Winter Carnival button this year will have this de- 
sign by 8th-grader Elizabeth Rogers. 


Rogers is repeat winner 
in bution design contest 


PITTSFIELD — Elizabeth Rogers, an 8th-grade student at 
Reid Middle School, has won the 1997 Winter Carnival but- 
ton design contest for the second time. 

The button design, which depicts two children who ap- 
pear to be.on a sled or toboggan, was chosen from one of 
last year’s cntries. 

Rogers also won the button design contest in 1994 and 
won her category in 1995 and 1996. 

The contest is sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee Inc. Buttons are sold by contestants for Winter 
Carnival queen, and proceeds help pay for carnival events. 


skaters win titles 
9 of the Pittsfield Parks Speed 


Pittsfield speed 
ime and Mary Lou DiNicol 
Maer: won titles last weekend at the Hastern Sak ee Long 
Track Speed Skating Championships 1n Saratoga Springs, aye , 
Sime won the midget girls’ championship, earning first-place a 
ishes in the 300-, 500-, 600- and 800-meter events. DiNicola een the 
women’s masters class with wins in the 500, 800, 1,000 and 1,5 ; 
Also, Ed Basinski finished third in the grand master See 
ishing third in the 800, 1,000 and 1,500 races and fouyth in the 500. | 
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Speed Skating Club announces awards. - 


The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club announced the following 
award winners at a recent banquet at Sophia’s Restaurant. Rookie 
of the Year: Caroline Holland; Most Improved: Tierra Peters; Most 
Points Scored: Amanda Flynn; Sportsmanship: Mellisa Mendes. 

Marie DeBartolo was re-elected president, Marjorie Cohan was 
elected vice-president; and Pat Peaslee was elected secretary/trea- 
surer. Bill Farry was named coach for the 1997-98 season with Mary 
Lou DiNicola, Jim “Mouse” Brown and DeBartolo assistant 
coaches. Board of control for the club will consist of DeBartolo, 
Farry, Cohan, Peaslee and Brittany Church! S75 eg 9 
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All ages can participate 


in 1997 toboggansraces 
Toboggan races will be held Sun- 
day from noon to 3:30 p.m. at Osceola 
Park as part of the 52nd annual Pitts- 
field Winter Carnival. The free event 
ls Open to all tobogganers, youn 
and old, male and eae soak 

Ronald D. Przedpelski, chairman 
of the event, said the meet will con- 
sists of events for two, three and 
four-person toboggans. 

Each toboggan will make tworuns. 
Racers may enter more than one cat- 
egory. Trophies will be awarded to 
the first three top finishors in each 
category. 

Przedpelski said that only wooden, 
u-shaped toboggans will be permit- 
ted, and proper wax should be ap- 
plied. Participants should wear pad- 
ded clothing. Toboggans will be 
available for loan. 

Entry forms will be available on 
Sunday at the park from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Applicants under 18 years of 
age must have a parent’s signature 
on the entry blank. For additional 


infromation, call Przedpelski at 443- 
1617. > f | 


Sunday’s toboggan races 
shifted to Bousquet 


PITTSFIELD — The toboggan 
races scheduled at Osceola Park 
on Sunday have been moved to 
Bousquet Ski Area due to lack 
ee at Osceola. The races 
will run in the vicinity of 
tubing hill. ise 

The event is sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Gane 
mittee Inc. of the Department of 
Community Services/Parks and 
Recreation. 

All registration and race times 
FENG remained the same. In- 
ormation: Ron Przedpelski 
443-1617. Ze cas 
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Taconic junior 


named Pittsfield 


carnival queen | 


By Timothy Q. Cebula - 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — She was poised. She 
was pretty. She expressed herself 
gracefully and exhibited a superior 
knowledge of Pittsfield Winter Carni- 
val activities. 

She did not wear waterproof mas- 
cara. But she did not care. 

“Tm just so happy,” said Lori F. 
Hall, 16, of Pittsfield, gleefully rub- 
bing her tear-washed eyes. Hall was 
named Pittsfield’s ‘Winter Carnival 


QUEEN, continued on B2 


a Queen toon: 


Queen Friday night before a ca- 


pacity crowd at the Sons of Italy 
ITAM Lodge. She was crowned 
by. outgoing carnival Queen 
Bridget Coulter. 


A second honor 


Just moments before being 
crowned, Hall was also named 
Miss Congeniality by her fellow 
contestants. 

“That’s what meant the most. 
That comes from your friends 
and your peers, and it shows 
that they think well of you,” she 
said. “I did all this because I 
wanted to have fun and meet 
new people. And I’ve made a lot 
of new friends.” 

Hall was chosen from among 
11 girls by a panel of three 
judges. The daughter of Alan 
and Leona Hall, she is a junior 
at Taconic High School where 
she is a member of the class 
council, SADD committee, 
track, the captain of the cross- 
country team and editor-in-chief 
of the yearbook. She volunteers 
for the Special Olympics and 
serves on the St. Charles Parish 
Youth Council. Sponsored by 
Court Square Breakfast and 
Deli, Hall aspires to become a 
journalist. 

Jennifer M. Slonski, 18, of 
Pittsfield was named the carni- 
val’s Lady-in-Waiting. Slonski, 
the daughter of Linda M. 
Slonski, is a senior at St. Joseph 
Central High School where she 
is an honors student. She is also 
president of the student council. 

Slonski plays on the varsity 
soccer team and was chosen as 
YMCA Youth of the Year and 
also as the Massachusetts Girl’s 
State delegate from her school 
last year. She wants to become 
a criminal lawyer and plans to 
attend either Skidmore College, 
Northeastern University or Suf- 
folk University where she will 
study law. 

Not entirely; accustomed to 
high heels, Slonski recalled a 
wobbly moment during the 
processional. “I felt I was going 
to fall when I curtsied,’ she 
said. 

Even if she did, she had the 
Lady-in-Waiting spot locked up. 
The judges — two women from 
eastern Massachusetts and a 
southern Connecticut man — 
had already cast their votes be- 
fore the ball began. 


Five categories 


The contestants are judged in 
five categories: poise, expres- 
sion, appearance, personality 
and knowledge of Winter Car- 
nival activities. Prior to the 
Coronation Ball, each contestant 
is asked three questions, in- 
cluding 


b What is the toughest issue 
facing adolescents today? 
» What do you value the most 


Laurie Mantegari, co-chair of 
the event, noted that most of 
the girls said peer pressure is 
the toughest adolescent issue, 
with pregnancy running a close 
second. 

Each contestant had to sell 
1,000 Winter Carnival buttons to 
qualify for the competition. 
Rebecca L. Hunter, 17, sold 
2,500, the most of any contes- 
tant. 

“T went all over Pittsfield,” 
she said. “I’m pretty outgoing, 
and you just have to be willing 
to approach strangers.” 

Her toughest sell? “Bingo 
halls. Old people didn’t want to 
give away all their money.” And 
the easiest? “The bowling alley, 


because it’s all men, and all you. 


have to do is smile at them and 
they give you money.” 

Combined, the contestants 
sold more than $8,000 in but- 
tons. The proceeds help support 
the carnival events conducted 
annually by the Pittsfield Win- 
ter Sports Committee. The 
money also goes toward contri- 
butions for local residents en- 
tering competitions on _ state, 
regional and national levels. 

Police Chief Anthony Riello 
was Master of Ceremonies for 
the ball. 

Tonia Polidoro, who helped 
organize the ball for the second 
year with Mantegari, said this 
year seemed different to her. 
“This year, the girls seemed to 
be in it more for all of them. 
They really bonded,” she said. 
“T think they’re going to keep 
these friendships fos a long 


time.” a 


As {| v1 


‘Learn-to-skate \ 
_ program offered 
at Pittsfield rink 


PITTSFIELD — Once again 
this year, the Pittsfield Parks 
Speed Skating Club, in con- 
junction with the Department of 
Parks and Recreation, will con- 
duct a learn-to-skate program 
during the Christmas school 
vacation. 

The program will start on 
Friday, Dec. 26, and run 
through Wednesday, Dec. 31, 
from 11:45 to 12:45 at the Pitts- 
field Boys’ and Girls’ Club ice 
rink. 

No double runner skates will 
be permitted, and each skater 
must have a helmet and mittens 
or gloves. 

Skaters who think they might 
be interested in speedskating 
may be the guest of the Pitts- 
field Club for three practice 
Sessions. 

Registration will take place on 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, from 6:30 
to 7:30 at the Department of 
Parks and Recreation office in 
Springside House, 874 North St. 
Cost is $15. . 

_ Information: the Department 
“at 499-9343 or 443-3466. hi 
al] ¢} THU 
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Toboggan races scheduled 
for Osceola Park Sunday 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department of Community 
Services/Parks & Recreation 
will sponsor toboggan races on 
Sunday from noon to 3:30 at 
Osceola Park as part of the 52nd 
annual Pittsfield Winter Carni- 
val. The event is open to all 
toboganners. 

Ronald D. Przedpelski, 
chairman of the event, said the 
meet will consist of events for 
two-, three- and four-person to- 
boggans. Each toboggan will 
make two runs, and the better 
of the two times will be re- 
-corded. Racers may enter more 


than one category. Trophies will 


be awarded to the three top fin- 
ishers in each category. 

According to Przedpelski, only 
wooden toboggans with U- 
shaped fronts will be permitted, 
and proper wax should be ap- 
plied for the snow, and weather 
conditions. Toboggans. will be 
available for loan. In addition, 
participants should wear padded 
clothing. 

Entry forms will be available 
on Sunday at the park from 11 
a.m. to noon. Applicants under 
18 years of age must have a 
parent’s signature on the entry 
blank. There is no charge to en- 
ter this event. Information: 443- 
1617. 


Toboggan races draw 38 teams 


Tuesday, December 16, 1997 — 
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Laurie A. Mantegari 


Tonia M. Depson 


Winter sports committee 
names co-chairs for event 


PITTSFIELD — Clark Nich- 


—olls, chairman of the Pittsfield 


Winter Sports Committee Inc. of 
the Department of Community 
Service, Parks and Recreation, 
has announced that Laurie A. 


Mantegari and Tonia M. Depson - 


will co-chair the 53rd Annual 
Winter Carnival Queen’s Con- 
test for the third year. 

Mantegari is a visual arts 
student at Berkshire Commu- 
nity College. Depson is a home 
day care provider and was the 
1992 Winter Carnival Queen. 

According to the announce- 
ment, the contest is open to all 
single girls, never married, 
without children and of good 
moral character, ages 17 
through 21 years of age, who 
live, attend school, or work in 
Pittsfield, or live in the adjoin- 
ing towns of Dalton, Hancock, 
Lanesboro, Richmond, or Wash- 
ington. 

Each contestant must. sell a 
minimum of 1,000 Winter Car- 
nival buttons to be eligible for 
judging at the Queen’s Corona- 
tion Ball, which has been 
scheduled for Friday, Feb. 27, at 
Itam Lodge. 

A Miss Congeniality will be 
selected by the queen contes- 
tants and the contestant selling 


the most buttons will receive a 
special gift. The queen and 
lady-in-waiting also will receive 
special gifts. The sale of buttons 
is a separate contest and has no 
bearing on the judging of queen 
or lady-in-waiting. 

The contestant accumulating 
the highest score during the 
judging will become queen and 
the contestant accumulating the 
second highest score during the 
judging will become §lady-in- 
waiting. If the highest button 
seller is selected queen or lady- 
in-waiting, she will receive a 
prize in addition to those prizes 
for queen and lady-in-waiting. 

Application forms, informa- 
tion: The chairwomen at 442- 
5302. Application forms also are 
available at the Department of 
Community Service, Parks and 
Recreation office in Springside 
House, 874 North St., and also 
at the three city high schools. 

There is a limit of 16 contes- 
tants and deadline for filing 
applications is Monday, Jan. 5. 


———— 


Si. 


The three-member team of Dorothy Dupont, Nancy Soldato and 
Mike Root posted the best overall time of 11.616 seconds in the 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival toboggan races Sunday at Bousquet Ski 
Area. The event, sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee, attracted 38 teams. 

Top finishers in each category are as follows: 


Two-person: 1. John Ryan, Terry Maloy, 11.869; 2. William and Karyn Koziara, 11.951; 
3. Phil Green and Melissa Wojcik, 12.010. 

Three-person: Dorothy Dupont, Nancy Soldato, Mike Root, 11.616; 2. Tom, Tim and 
Elizabeth Goggins, 11.706; 3. Green, John Skubel, Wojcik, 11.933. 

Four-person: 1. Green, Mark Hamling, Skubel, Wojcik, 11.790; 2. Patrick Barry, Rick 
Latimer, John LaCasse, Amy Ziter, 11.792; 3. David Maloy and Sean, Matthew and Dave 


in life? 

b Why did you enter the Win- 
ter Carnival contest and was it 
what you expected? 


— 


Winton, 12.278. 


Sportsmanship: Peter Nixon, Pat Barry, Tony Wick. 
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Kids’ event this weekend 


opens Wild Acres derbies 


PITTSFIELD — The Friends of Wild Acres and the Depart- 
ment of Parks & Recreation will hold their annual fishing 
derby for youngsters ages 6-14 tomorrow and Sunday from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. at Wild Acres off South Mountain Road. 

Youngsters must register on arrival and again upon depar- 
ture. Youngsters are limited to one pole each and may not 
leave the pole unattended. Adults may cast, but the young- 
sters must hook and pull in their own fish. 

Prizes will be awarded to the first three boys and first three 
girls to catch a tagged fish. The limit will be five trout per | 


child. | 


Wild Acres will also host fishing derbies for the elderly May 
6-9 and May 19-23, both from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
A fishing derby for the handicapped is scheduled May 18 


from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Information: 499-9343. 


Ay 


Ys. lit ? cao 4 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


- Recently discovered heronry, or breeding area, is located in Wild Acres near the Pittsfield Airport. 


Number of nesting herons soars 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Capitalizing on the: 
expanding beaver population, great 
‘blue herons have almost doubled their 
nesting activity in the commonwealth 
over the last five years, the state orni- 
thologist said. _ 

The large, slate-colored heron has 
always been common, said Brad Blod- 
get, an ornithologist with the Division 
of Fisheries and Wildlife. But the 
abundance of maturing beaver ponds 
has produced a flood of herons, he 
said. | 

State biologists were astounded by 
the results of their 1996 survey of 
heron nesting sites, which showed a 78 


_ Eye on 


the Environment 


percent increase in active heron nests 
over the previous five years, he said. 

In 1991, the DFW survey found 402 
nests. Last year that number exploded 
to 716 nests — a 78 percent jump. 

Blodget said the first heron surveys, 
done in the late ’70s, turned up only a 
handful of sites and fewer than 950 
breeding pairs. : 

Now the northeast part of the state 
counts 308 active nests and Worcester 
County 285. Berkshire County isa di 


tant third with 82 active nests at 14 
sites. 

“The bottom line is they’re flourish- 
ing,” he said. 

One of the newly discovered heron- 
ries sits just off the east side of the 
Pittsfield Municipal Airport, in a wa-: 
tery domain of drowned timber known 
as Wild Acres. 

Blodget said that the site was first 

noted last year, when four or five large 
platform nests appeared in the stand- 
ing dead timber. 
- He said the large, stately wading 
bird’s phenomenal rise was linked to 
another wildlife success story — the 
beaver. 
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ea Herons mote Bl 


Beavers, of course, are nature’s 
foremost hydrologic engineers. 
Popular culture has attached 
the epithet “busy” to the word 
beaver, but homeowners who 
find their streamsides defor- 
ested and lawns inundated 
might call them relentless — or 
worse. In fact, with the passage 
of the Question 1 ban on trap- 
ping last year, environmental 
police officers are investigating 
several cases where beavers 
have been shot by angry, land- 
loving humans. 

Blodget said that smaller 
herons, such as green herons, 
black-crowned night herons and 
egrets, breed near the crowded 
coast, where competition for 
space is fierce. 

This leaves great blue herons 
uniquely positioned to profit 
from the ever-expanding beaver 
habitat. 

‘Beavers have been here for a 
while, but it’s taken time for 
their waterways to develop a 
fishery,’ he said: “Now the 
birds are spreading into beaver 
flowages that have developed 
flourishing fisheries. These 
herons are definitely capitaliz- 
ing on new habitat.” 

And how. 

Like many wading birds, great 
blue herons like company when 
they set up house. During the 
previous survey in 1991, 37 ac- 
tive heron rookeries, or heron- 
ries, were recorded in the state. 
Last year, 63 were noted, a 70 
percent increase. 


Large wingspan 

To some bird watchers, a 
heron in flight may appear to be 
a relic from the age of dino- 
saurs, like some kind of cross 
between a pterodactyl and an 
ultralight airplane. Their broad 
wings bend deeply during pow- 
erful flaps, causing the bird and 
its long trailing legs to bob 
slightly up and down as it rows 
through the air. 

Great blue herons are large 
with a capital L, owning a 
wingspan greater than anything 
this side of an eagle or a crane. 
A mature bird may stand up to 
4 feet tall, perched on legs that 
may be 2 feet long themselves. 

“They’re big,’ said Rene 
Laubach, director of the Massa- 
chusetts Audubon Society’s 
Berkshire sanctuaries. “Some- 
times they can seem awkward, 
but they can be pretty graceful 
at times. Overall, I think they 
are an elegant bird.” 

But beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. And if the beholder is 
a frog nostril-deep in a cattail 
marsh or a fish blithely finning 
its way through its underwater 
domain, the great blue heron is 
a nightmare come to life: its bill 
attached to a flexible neck is the 
amphibian equivalent of the 
Jovian thunderbolt. 

“Having one in the neigh- 


borhood is very bad news — if 
\Youre a frog,’ Blodget said. 


“It’s a fish-eating machine,” 
Laubach added. “A heron is a 
very patient hunter. It stalks 
quietly and strikes like light- 
ning. And it eats all sorts of 
things.” A heron’s diet is likely 
to include frogs, snakes, sal- 
amanders, fish large and small, 
mice and even young birds like 
ducklings. ia 

Like most feathered fish- 


eaters, herons have a gullet that 


expands to accommodate bigger 
fish than — to human eyes — it 
has any right to expect to swal- 
low. 

Adult herons will carry food 
back to the nest in the pouch 
and then feed young a partially 
digested meal. 

That lightning strike capabil- 
ity makes it a dangerous bird to 
approach, said Tom Keefe, di- 
rector of the DFW’s western re- 
gional office. 

“Tf you find one, you have to 
be very careful, because they 
can spear you in the face,” he 
said. “We do not recommend 
that anyone try to handle 
them.” | 


Natural selection 


Blodget said sometimes that 
means letting natural selection 
take its pitiless course. 

“The young start to fledge by 
the third week in July, and 
usually from early August into 
September we get a lot of re- 
ports of great blue herons 
starving,’ he said. “After the 
young leave the nest, the par- 
ents don’t follow them around 
and feed them. Young birds 
simply don’t know how to fish 
for themselves. So they get 
weeded out by Mother Nature.” 


All the more reason to enjoy 
viewing heronries from a dis- 
tance, Blodget said. 


“The young can be very vul- 
nerable right about the time 
they get close to fledging,” he 
said. “If you disturb them and 
it’s a windy day, they may take 
off from the platform prema- 
turely. So it’s not a good idea to 
approach too closely.” 

But heronries don’t last for- 
ever, Keefe noted. The drowned 
timber where they build their 
heavy platforms deteriorates 
with time, becoming’ more and 
more vulnerable to wind or ice 
damage. Herons have been 
known to nest up to a mile away 
from water, but because they 
are voracious predators, they 
like to be as close to water as 
possible. 

And thanks to the _ state’s 
Surging beaver populations, 
great blue herons should be in 
frog-heaven for a long time. 


The next Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife heron survey isn’t 
due until the year 2001, but 
Blodget asked that anyone with 
information about a _ heronry 
drop him a note, with a detailed 
map, to make sure it’s included 


at that time. | 





C2 — The Berkshire Eagle, eee January 26, 1997 


Friends of Wild Acres are already planning spring derbies 


es, it’s still a little early to be 
°[ ining spring. A little early for 

most of us maybe but not for 
Bernie Goclowski, president of Friends 
of Wild Acres, sponsor of the fishing 
derbies every May for children, seniors 
and handicapped persons. 

When not selling or leasing cars at 
the Haddad agency on Pittsfield Road, 
Lenox, Goclowski is focused these 
days on trout. He has to order them 
from the hatchery but, more impor- 
tant, with the help of other Friends, 
has to raise the money, roughly $5,000 
or more, to pay for them. 

Funds come from a variety of 
sources, including sponsors who con- 
tribute $100 or more and donors of 
lesser amounts. They include busi- 
nesses, banks, unions, civic and fra- 
ternal organizations, sportsmen’ s clubs 
and individuals. 

GE employees and retirees who con- 
tribute $15 or more can double their 
gift by making it through the GE 
Foundation’s “More Gifts, More Givers 
Program,” Goclowski noted. The pro- 
cedure is to send the donation to 
Friends of Wild Acres, P.O. Box 1542, 
Pittsfield, 01202, or call 1-800-462-8244, 
using a Touch-Tone phone, and enter 
donor’s Social Security number, 
Friends of Wild Acres zip code (01202- 
1542), plus amount and date of dona- 
tion. | 

Friends of Wild Acres, formed in 
May 1983 when city of Pittsfield fund- 


Ted 
Giddings 


Our Berkshires 


ing for the fishing derbies was a victim 
of the state’s Proposition 21/2, is a non- 
profit organization, and donations to it 
are tax-exempt. The tax-exempt num- 
ber is 249-2600. 

The Friends welcome new Friends, 


and you can become one by attending ~ 


the organization’s annual meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 20, at 7 p.m. at 
Springside House, 874 North St., 
Pittsfield. Fund-raising and plans for 
the derbies, in cooperation with the 
city’s Recreation Department, will be 
discussed, and officers and directors 
elected. 
@ 


Preliminary figures for last year’s 
deer seasons (archery, shotgun, primi- 
tive firearms) disclose a substantial 
drop from the record totals recorded in 
1995. Bowhunters took 1,633 deer, 
second highest ever but down 268 
from 1995. Shotgun shooters killed 
6,271, a drop of 1,860 but still the 
fourth highest on record, and primitive 
firearms hunters, 483, a plunge of 531. 


The total preliminary kill for the three 


seasons was 8,387, down 2,659 from 
last year’s record 11 046. An additional 
129 deer were taken during the special 
Quabbin Reservation hunt. 

The big difference between the 1996 
and 1995 shotgun seasons was the 


weather, according to John McDonald, 


deer project leader of the Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife. Heavy rain over 
most of the state greeted hunters 
when they arose on opening day. Du- 
ration of the rain was a big disap- 
pointment. Opening day, McDonald 
noted, is usually the day when about 
30 percent of the shotgun season’s 
take is recorded, but totaled far from it 
this time. 

High hopes for Friday and Saturday 
of the first week, which usually ac- 
count for 10 to 15 percent of the sea- 
son’s kill, were buried under heavy, 
wet snow. 

The primitive firearms season also 
was marred by two days of unfavorable 
weather — a handicap that was too 
much to overcome on the third day 
when conditions were good. 

Stating that special seasons are “no- 
toriously unpredictable,’ John Mc- 
Donald said “that’s why the shotgun 
season, with the antlerless permit sys- 
tem, is they key to our deer manage- 
ment program. By their nature, the 
archery season and the primitive fire- 
arms season are more dependent on 
things like food abundance, hunting 
pressure and, especially for primitive 


George Beauchamp 


Bernie Goclowski 
Surveys spring scene at Wild Acres 


firearms, weather. Because the archery 
season is three weeks long, -it is less 
sensitive to things like weather, but 
more sensitive to food abundance.” 
Final results of the seasons will be 
reported on a deer management zone 
basis in late February or early March, 
McDonald stated. ; 


tional Fish Hatchery 


SCATTER SHOTS: A salute to vet- 
eran trapper and outdoorsman Rene P. 
Wendell of Pittsfield and to Julius 
Rosenwald of Pownal, Vt., who wrote . 
about him under the headline “Trap- 
per’ in last Sunday’s issue of this | 
newspaper. A great human interest 
story, beautifully and skillfully told 
and strikingly illustrated by Craig F. 
Walker, it’s about a man’s way of life 
which was virtually terminated by 
voters’ rejection last November of the 
leghold trap. But there’s much more to 
Trapper than traps. If you missed it, 
by all means get The Eagle of Sunday, 
Jan. 19, and be glad that you did. 

Leo M. Daly and crew stocked 150 
brood stock salmon Tuesday in Onota 
Lake and 100 Thursday in Otis Reser- 
voir. They came from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s White River Na- 
in northern 
Vermont and averaged 8-10 pounds 
each. 

The special permit late season on 
Canada geese for the Central water- 
fowl hunting zone and Coastal zone 
north of Route 139 in Marshfield 
opened Jan. 15 and will continue 
through Feb. 5. Hunters must have a - 
special permit/diary in addition to re- |. 
quired hunting license and federaland — 
state stamps. The permit is available. 
free by sending a self-addressed enve- 
lope, along with your telephone num- 
ber, to: Late Goose Season, Mass. Div. 
of Fish. and Wildlife, Westboro, 01581. 











5 ie eee ee meeting for the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation 
Scene ia. summer softball league has been scheduled 
Re ee ne at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St 
Nie parent volunteers are needed for both the Minor d 
eagues. Interested candidates should attend the tr ectiae 


/Pittsfield girls’ softball meeting tonight~ 


The Pittsfield Parks Department girls’ 
scheduled a meeting tonight at 7 at Springside 
St. The agenda includes election of a league pre 
dates for registration and tryouts. Alt league Cc 


Va are expected to attend. 4A { ' 


. \ = 
wom A = 


softball program has 
House, 874 North 


sident and setting 
oaches and board y, 


Girls’ fast-pitch softball sign-up set 


Berkshire County Sports Association has announced registration 


for its summer fast-pitch softball programs. Pittsfield 


girls in. 


Grades 6-8 may play in the Berkshire County Junior League, and 
any Berkshire County girl who will not turn 19 by Sept. 1 may play 


in the 20-team Metro, League. 


The Junior League games take place from early July to about the 
second week in August, with the Pittsfield team playing other 
Berkshire County teams. The team is sponsored by Wheeler Con- 
struction. The Metro team, sponsored by East Side Pizza, begins 


June 15 and ends the first weekend in August, playing 
headers on Sunday and single games on Tuesday evenings. 


double- 


* Registration for either team is $35 and covers league and umpire 
fees and insurance. Both teams are sanctioned by the Amateur 


Softball Association. Registration may be made by mail. 


Checks 


payable to Berkshire County Sports Association should be sent to 


‘Lorry Decorie, 40 Quirico Drive, Pittsfield 01201. | ¥ \ 
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Pittsfield softball registration is set 


Registration for the city of Pittsfield girls’ slow pitch softball 
league will be held tomorrow from 6-8 p.m. at Springside House, 
861 North St., and again on Saturday from 1-4 p.m. at Springside 


House. 


The league is open to girls ages 9-16. All interested candidates 
must bring a birth certificate. Registration is $15 for an individual 
or $25 for a family. Every girl who tries out will be placed on a 


team. Tryouts will be scheduled at a later date. 
Information: Pittsfield Parks and Recreation | 
9343. — VE] k 
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‘Pittsfield softball tryouts are set 


t 


Department, 499- 


' The Pittsfield girls’ softball league will hold tryouts this weekend 


‘for all newly registered participants. The tryouts for both the major 
«and minor league programs will be held on Saturday from 10 a.m. 


‘until noon and on Sunday from noon until 2 p.m. 


. 


; Minor league tryouts will be held at Benedict Field, while the 
»major league tryouts will be held at Clapp Park. The team draft will 
‘follow the Sunday tryouts at Springside House, beginning at 2:30. 


* While the tryouts are for newly registered participants, 


‘and returning girls will be placed on teams for the season. 


all new 
Any late 


‘fees are due at the tryout sessions, and can be given to respective 


‘vice presidents for payment. oe 
' Information: Richard Rocca, 442-0856. 





board of the Pittsfield girls’ softball league tomorrow 
Springside House in Pittsfield. 


The final preseason lineup will be discussed. « } 
Information: Richard Rocca, 442-0856. a > 


/Girls’ softball tourney this weekend ~ 


program will host 


| d Parks Department girls’ softball pro 
ae Pee oyna robin tomorrow and Sunday, featuring 
the Berkshire County Softball Complex. : 
‘Pittsfield will field teams 1» the 16-an 
12-and-under divisions. All teams will play 
ing the weekend. Competition begin 


Pittsfield softball meeting tomorrow 


There will be a meeting for coaches and members of the executive 


at 7 p.m. at 


Me b 


* 


14 teams at 


-under, 14-and-under and 
at least four games dur- 


s both days at 9 a.m. + 


4 


Pittsfield softball sign-up ends Friday 


' Late registration for the Pittsfield Girls’ Softball League closes 


Friday. Anyone signing up after this date will be put 


on a waiting 


list and participation will not be guaranteed. Girls ages 9-16 are el- 


igible. Information: Parks Department (499- 
dent Richard Rocca (442-0856). Ht | and 


t 


9343) or league presi- 
eh eae | } 
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Softball : 


spotlight 


on the girls 


The Pittsfield Parks De- 
partment girls’ softball pro- 
gram is hosting its annual 
tournament this weekend at 
the Softball Complex with 14 
teams in three divisions. In 


top photo, Pitts 


field pitcher 


Jenna Kruger, right, applies 
the tag to Northampton’s 
Jessica Maziarz, who is at- 
tempting a grand slam in 
first inning of their 12-and- 
under division game. Catcher 
Jenna Shouldice looks on at 
left. In photo at left, Lisa 
Pritchard happily gives the 
OK sign to smiling first base 
coach Paul Cote after Prit- 
chard reached base in the 
second inning. The tourna- 
ment continues today, with 
games starting at 9 a.m. 


The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, July 30, 1997 — C3 


Pittsfield Rockets win county tourney 


ond time and had three RBIs. 
Lori Baumann and Lori Burke 
each added two hits. 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Rockets 14-and-under softball 
team combined timely offense 
with good pitching last weekend 
to win its age group champion- 
ship in the 10th annual Pitts- 
field Parks Department softball 
tournament at the Berkshire 
County Softball Complex. 

The Rockets won four straight 
games to take their age-group 
title in the round-robin tour- 
nament. They defeated Mon- 
tague 17-8 and Amherst 15-2 on 
Saturday before beating Man- 
chester, N.H., 4-1 and Green- 
field 3-2 on Sunday. Both Man- 
chester and Greenfield had 
been undefeated. There were six 
teams in Pittsfield’s age group. 

Meghan Eddy pitched four 
complete games for Pittsfield. 


\, Eddy’s pitching combined with 


\Pittsfield’s strong defense lim- 


a 
x 


Pittsfield softball registration is Set C47 


Area Softball 


ited the opposition to 13 runs in 
the four games. Angela Rocca 
and Kayla Donnelly each hit 
two home runs. 

In the championship game 
against Greenfield, Katrisha 
Tillman scored all three Pitts- 
field runs, in the first, fourth 
and seventh. Katie Grady tri- 
pled in Tillman in the fourth to 
give Pittsfield a 2-0 lead, but 
was thrown out at the plate. 

Greenfield cut Pittsfield’s lead 
to 2-1 in the bottom of the 
fourth, and the score remained 
that way until the top of the 
seventh when Sara Curley’s 
bases-loaded single scored 
Tillman with the game-winning 
run. Greenfield scored its final 


» 

i 

ty 
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Registration for the city of Pittsfield girls’ slow pitch softball 


league will be held tomorr 
ow from 6-8 
861 North St., and again on Saturday 


House. 


p.m. at Springside House, 
from 1-4 p.m. at Springside 


The league is open to gi 
: girls ages 9-16. All intereste 
must bring a birth certificate. Registration is $15 for i pees 


or $25 for a family. Every gi 
Sale ry girl who tries | 
team. Tryouts will be scheduled at a later eee will be placed ona 


Information: Pittsfield Parks and’ Recre 


9343. 


ation Department, 499- 


run in the bottom of the sev- 
enth. 

In Pittsfield’s other game 
Sunday against Manchester, 
Grady went 2-for-3 with two 
RBIs. Jenny Lemburg added 
two hits and one RBI. Nicole 
Tesoniero and Jessica Bashara 
added two hits. 

In Saturday's games, Pitts- 
field got off to a good start 
against Montague in its tour- 
nament opener. Rocca went 4- 
for-4 with a home run and five 
RBIs. Donnelly went 2-for-4 
with a home run and four RBIs. 
Jackie La Rochelle had a home 
run and three RBIs. Rachel 
Snyder and Grady each had two 
hits. 

In the Amherst game, Rocca 
went 2-for-3 with four RBIs, and 
hit her second home run. Don- 
nelly also homered for the sec- 


In 16-and-under division, the 
Pittsfield All-Stars finished 
second. Pittsfield defeated West 
Manchester, N.H., 17-3, then 
lost to Enfield, Conn., 9-4, and 
West Manchester 6-3 before 
beating Enfield 7-4. There were 
only three teams in the 16-and- 
under division. West Man- 
chester had already clinched 
first place before Pittsfield and 
Enfield played for second. 


Pittsfield pitcher Kristen 
Seebula walked only three bat- 
ters in the four games. 


In the 12-and-under division, 
Pittsfield went 1-3. The All-Stars 
lone victory was against East- 
hampton. 
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Softball 
spotlight 
on the girls 


The Pittsfield Parks De- 
partment girls’ softball pro- 
gram is hosting its annual 
tournament this weekend at 
the Softball Complex with 14 
teams in three divisions. In 
top photo, Pittsfield pitcher 
Jenna Kruger, right, applies 
the tag to Northampton’s 
Jessica Maziarz, who is at- 
tempting a grand slam in 
first inning of their 12-and- 
under division game. Catcher 
Jenna Shouldice looks on at 
left. In photo at left, Lisa 
Pritchard happily gives the 
OK sign to smiling first base 
coach Paul Cote after Prit- 
chard reached base in the 
second inning. The tourna- 
ment continues today, with 
games starting at 9 a.m. 
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Babe Ruth city playoffs set : 
_. First-half champion VFW and second-half champion GE will begin 
_ a best-of-three playoff Saturday for the Pittsfield Babe Ruth 
: League age 14-15 city championship. 


VEW and GE, both 19-2 for the year, will play Saturday and Sun- 
, day at 1 p.m. at Deming Field. A third game, if necgssary, will be» 


day 
Pittsfield Babe Ruth meeting Satur y 
th baseball program has scheduled os ae a 
pringside House, 874 North St. Any Se 
h. scorekeeper or league manager, O°. 
attend. Information499-9343. 


Bt 
— 


The Pittsfield Babe Ru 
ing tomorrow at 10 a.m. at S 
interested in becoming a coac 

“in serving on the board, should 


ae r 


Tuesday at 5:30 at Deming. ; TET! E/ 7s Me 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth meets Tuesday 


» Pittsfi 1 i Tuesday, March 25, 

The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League will meet on lu ; 
at 7 p.m. at the Department of Parks and Recreation at 874 North 
‘St. The league is in need of scorekeepers, coaches, board members 


z is invited to attend. ; 
and a league manager. Anyone interested is invited to aticp ticket drive tomorrow from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Players accompanied 


Information: 499-9343. C7 | / by coaches and other volunteers will canvass the city. Tickets are 
ay BS | $1 and are tax deductible. | ef y 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth sign-up Saturday 


: has scheduled registra- 
Pittsfield Babe Ruth Baseball League 
Cane ie from 9 a.m. to noon at the Holmes Road fire station 


ingsi ion: 499-9343. 
and at Springside House, 874 North St. Information Spee ? ae 
i t 
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Babe Ruth ticket sale 


tomorrow 
The Pittsfield Babe Ruth will hold its annual door-to-door season 
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Pittsfield all-stars lead 


DALTON Pittsfield, the 
defending tournament cham- 
pion, rebounded from a 3-1 first- 
inning deficit, scoring two runs 
in both the third and fourth be- 
fore rain halted play with Pitts- 
field batting in the top of the 
sixth. 

Lance Phillips’ RBI single put 
Pittsfield on top in the top of 
the first, but Adams responded 
with run-scoring singles by 
Robert Crouse, Geoff Kondel | 

and Dennis Pinsonneault in the 


ttom of the inning. | 
Oe ean tied it in the third, 
scoring on a fielder’s choice and 
an error. The visitors took the 
lead with two in the fourth, 
when Mike Pieropan singled | 


fag 


home a run. Vist Y 
Pieropan and Crouse were the / 


) pitchers when rain halted play. 


He slides, and he’s ... 


Out, at least this time for Pittsfield’s Aaron Ciullo, right, who tries to score on a 
wild pitch during yesterday’s Berkshire County Babe Ruth 13-year-old playoff game 
in Dalton. Dalton catcher Jack Mulcahy (14) is about to make the tag. Still, Pitts- 


field won the game 14-12, and the teams will pla winner- - 
‘Bhiry) ctherlpl na: balsee. play a er-take-all finale today.» 


(OF ites ite, Hate Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staf 
Pittsfield runner Matt Mazzer (24) ducks safely back to second base as North Adams sec- 
ond baseman Dan Calnan reaches for a pickoff throw during last night’s Berkshire 
County Babe Ruth age 14-15 championship game in Dalton. Mazzer had two hits and four 


Berkshire Babe Ruth champs 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth age 14-15 ali-stars won the 
Berkshire County championship for the second straight 
year. Team members are, from left: FRONT ROW — Ryan 
Brown, Chris Flynn, Jason McKeever, Randy Russell, Dave 


Galvagni, Chris O’Neil, Mark Cimini, Mike Barcus, Matt 
Mazzer. BACK ROW — coach Dennis Murphy, Joe Kimok, 
Nick Teti, Matt Billieux, Joe Fillio, Paul Capitanio, Brian 
Uliasz, coach Mike Wilk and manager Mike Tuohy. 


RBIs in his team’s 9-2 win. 


Pittsfield 
13s ousted 


WORCESTER — The champi- 
onship express for the Pittsfield 
13-year-old Babe Ruth team 
went off the tracks last night, as 
the Berkshire County squad was 
eliminated from the state tour- 
nament. 


Pittsfield surrendered eight 
runs in the first two innings, as 
Westfield scored an 11-1 win in 
the loser’s bracket, which elim- 
inated Pittsfield. Westfield fell 
into the loser’s bracket after 


losing to Leominster 18-9 earlier 
yesterday. ! 


“Tll tell you what, I don’t 
think a whole lot of people ex- 
pected us to get here,” said 
Pittsfield coach Mike Phillips. 
“Getting here was a great feel- 
RUTH, continued on C3 __ 
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- Ruth from Cl 


ing. It was great for the kids.” 

Pittsfield starter Mike Pier- 

opan didn’t get out of the first 
inning, as Westfield scored six 
runs on two hits, six walks and 
an error. Ed Ortiz’s three-run 
home run was the key blow of 
the inning. Westfield added two 
runs in the second inning and 
three in the fifth. 
The lone Pittsfield run came 
in the fourth inning, on an RBI 
Single by Lance Phillips. Pitts- 
field had five hits. 

“We had some Scoring. 
chances but we couldn’t get any 
runs in,” Phillips said. “If we 
could have punched in a couple 
of runs early, we might have 
gotten back in [the game]. It 
Just didn’t happen.” 

Pieropan was one of four 
Pittsfield hurlers to work. Craig 
Tully got the win for Westfield, 
with Bob Carringto pitching in 
relief. ey I mt 


ed 
1 


ae 





Brandon Farley (20) accepts a high-five from teammate 
Mike Pieropan (32) after Farley scored during his team’s 
decisive nine-run second inning in yesterday’s 24 


Pittsfield 13s retain title 


over Dalton in the Berkshire County 13-year-old Babe 
Ruth Tournament championship game. Pieropan was the 
-6 win winning pitcher and had four hits 


in the victory. 


Babe Ruth state tourney next after 24-6 win over Dalton 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


-DALTON — After two epic games between 
the two teams featuring a combined total of 
o2 runs, it would have been hard for Dalton 
and Pittsfield to match that intensity a 
third time in yesterday’s Berkshire County 
Babe Ruth 13-year-olds Tournament 
championship game. 

It turned out to be impossible, especially 
for Dalton. Down to its fourth pitcher be- 
cause of vacations and injuries, Dalton was 
no match for Pittsfield, which rolled to a 24- 
\° victory at Pine Grove Park. The game was 


called after 41/2 innings because of the 10- 
run mercy rule. 


Winning pitcher Mike Pieropan and 
Lance Phillips each went 4-for-5 to pace 
Pittsfield’s 18-hit attack. Adam Ciullo, 
Brent White (3-for-4), and Pieropan each 
had four RBIs. Dan Malacarne and Ciullo 
Scored four runs apiece. Eight of the nine 
starters had at least one hit for Pittsfield, 
which batted around in each of its four 
turns at bat. The winners also benefited 
from 10 walks, and left eight runners on 
base. 

Shaun Regan and Silas Mackey each had 


two of Dalton’s eight hits off Pieropan, who 
walked two and struck out none pitching 
for the second time in two days. He hurled 
the final two innings of Pittsfield’s 9-3 vic- 
tory over North Adams in the completion of | 
a Suspended game Saturday morning. 


State tournament next 


With the victory, defending champion 
Pittsfield advances to the state tournament, 
Which takes place at Vernon Hill in 
Worcester July 12-17. Pittsfield, the District 
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@ ® 
winning 

WORCESTER — Losing their 
tournament opener Sunday ap- 
pears to have motivated the 
Pittsfield All-Stars. 

Pittsfield won its second 
Straight game in the loser’s 
bracket in the state Babe Ruth 
13-year-olds tournament yes- 


terday by defeating Shrewsbury 
9-2 at Vernon Hill Park. 


SS SE a CT RE} 
Babe Ruth 13s 


Mike Pieropan went 3-for-4 
and Lance Phillips 2-for-3 for 
Pittsfield. Pittsfield will play 
again today against the loser of 
last night’s suspended game 
between Leominster and West- 
field, which was halted by rain 
in the sixth inning. Pittsfield 
will play the loser following the 
completion of the suspended 
game, which will also take place 
today at 4 p.m. 

Pittsfield took a 2-0 lead in 


the second when Phillips siq-_ 
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gled in Brent White, then scored 
on Brandon Farley’s single. 

In the third, Pittsfield scored 
two more runs to take a 4-0 
lead. Fred Santora singled in 
Phillips, while the other run 
scored on a bases-loaded walk. 

Pittsfield then scored three 
more runs in the fourth. Pier- 
opan singled in Dan Malacarne, 
and Aaron Ciullo then scored on 
a double play. 

In the sixth, Pieropan singled 
in Malacarne then scored on 
Phillips’ single to complete 
Pittsfield’s scoring. | 

Shrewsbury scored single 
runs in the fourth and fifth. Pe- 
ter Collins had an RBI double ift 
the fourth. : 

White, who went five innings, 
was the winning pitcher. Ciulld 
hurled the final two frames. The 
two Pittsfield pitchers limited, y — 

Shrewsbury to three hits. ] | | 6) 


- 


ship game. 


- Title from Cl 


1 champion, receives a first- 
round bye. The county champi- 
ons open play Sunday at 11 a.m. 
against the winner of Saturday’s 
District 5 vs. District 3 game. 
Despite the lopsided score, it 


-wasn’t an easy tournament for 


Pittsfield. Dropped into the 
loser’s bracket after losing to 
Dalton 14-12 Wednesday, Pitts- 
field had to finish its suspended 
game against North Adams 
Saturday morning before facing 
Dalton again Saturday after- 
noon. Pittsfield scored six runs 
in the eighth to beat Dalton 14- 
12 and force yesterday’s winner- 
take-all final. Dalton had qualli- 
fied for the title game after 
Wednesday’s win. 

“For the kids, this is just fan- 
tastic,” Pittsfield coach Mike 
Phillips said. ‘We told them to 
keep the faith. One of the 
things we talked about was if we 
got started early and played 
sound defensively, we could 
come out on top. It’s good to see 


these kids hang in there and 


come back with this type of ef- 
fort and this type of win.” 
Without top pitchers Tom 
Murray and Scott Tucker, who 
had both thrown one-hitters 
earlier in the tournament, Dal- 
ton coach Bill Dufour went with 
Jack Mulcahy, who pitched 41, 
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Dalton base runner Brandon Sullivan, 
hit during yesterday’s Berkshire County 13-year-old Babe Ruth Tournament champion- 


Pittsfield first baseman Lance Phillips leaps for the late throw. 


left, looks for 


innings in relief of Tucker to get 
the win against Pittsfield 
Wednesday. But Mulcahy lasted 
only 114 innings before he was 
replaced by Darrell Burnette. 
With one out in the fourth, Mike 
Sheehan replaced Burnette and 
got the final two outs. 

“He pitched a heck of a game 
when we beat Pittsfield,” Duf- 
our said of Mulcahy. “We just 
tried to ride him, but we were 
too heavy for him.” 


Dalton ahead 4-0. 


Dalton, which was the visiting 
team, actually got off to a good 
Start, taking a 4-0 lead in the 
top of the first on three hits and 
the help of three Pittsfield er- 
rors. 

But Pittsfield took the ' mo- 
mentum away in the bottom of 
the first, scoring five runs on 


Phillips said his team didn’t 
panic after falling behind be- 
cause of the back-and-forth na- 
ture of the first two Dalton | 


“We'd been there before and 
it was a seesaw,” Phillips said. | 
“They'd punch in four, we'd! 
punch in five. We know our bats | 
are alive and we can hit. We! 
also knew if we played sound | 
defensively, we’d stop the’ 
bleeding somewhere.” 

Pittsfield basically put the | 
game out of reach in the sec-| 


' 
games. 
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N. Adams 
advances" 
with 15-2 
triumph 


DALTON — Dan Samia wen 
2-for-4 with four RBIs as Nort 
Adams defeated South Berk 
shire 15-2 yesterday in th 
Berkshire County Babe Rut 
ages 14-15 tournament at Pin 
Grove Park. The game wa 
called after five innings becaus 
of the 10-run mercy rule. 


‘Babe Ruth 14-15 


Bob McDonough / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


good news as he beats out an infield 


ond, scoring nine runs on five 
hits to take a 14-4 lead. Pier- 
opan tripled in two runs, while 
White had an RBI single. 

In the third, Pieropan had an 
RBI double and Brent White a 
run-scoring single as Pittsfield 
made it 19-4 with five more runs 
on four more hits. 

Pittsfield’s final five runs 
came in the fourth. Ciullo dou- 
bled in two runs, while Phillips 
and D.J. Jefferson had RBI 
singles. 

Dalton scored its final run in 
the top of the fifth when Mark 
Sinopoli reached on a fielder’s 
choice, stole second and scored 
on an error. 


With the victory, North ee 


advances to today’s loser’s 
bracket final against Moun 


Greylock at Pine Grove Park at) 


9:30 p.m. The winner of today’s: 
game will play defending 
champion Pittsfield tomorrow 
for the title. South Berkshire 
was eliminated with the loss. 

North Adams put yesterday’s | 
game away early, scoring 10) 
runs on eight hits in the bottom 
of the first to take a 10-0 lead. 
Chris Bernier, who also had two 
hits, and Samia each had two- 
run singles. Samia also had a 
sacrifice fly. 

The winners then scored two 
runs in the second and one in 
the third, all unearned, to go up 
13-0. South Berkshire cut the 


lead to 13-2 in the top of the 


fourth. Rich Hardesty had an 
RBI single while Chris Pluzzi 
scored on a wild pitch. 

North Adams then completed 
the scoring with two runs in the 


bottom of the fourth. Samia and | 
J.D. Stone each had run-scoring 


Singles. 


Winning pitcher Mike Rod. 


ivick threw a six-hitter, walked 
two and struck out three. 

Rick Cardillo, the first of four 
South Berkshire pitchers, took 
the loss. Jamie Thompson, 
Charles Plungis and Rob Carter 
also pitched for South Berk- 


shire. Carter and Plungis each — 


a a 
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‘Pittsfield wins in Oth; \ 


five hits to go up 5-4. 


Murray hurls 1 -hitter 


DALTON — Defending cham- 
pion Pittsfield posted a dra- 
matic extra-inning victory and 
Dalton’s Tom Murray pitched a 
one-hitter yesterday as both 
teams advance in the winner’s 
bracket of the 1997 Berkshire 
County 13-year-old Babe Ruth 
baseball tournament at Wah- 
conah Regional High School. 

Dan Mulcahy’s single scored 
Nick Croce in the ninth inning 
to, lift Pittsfield to its 6-5 win 
over North Adams. Croce had 
walked and stolen second base. 

North Adams had jumped 
ahead 4-1 in the first inning, 
when Chris Lloyd’s RBI single, 
three walks and two errors were 
the key ingredients. Pittsfield 
tied it. with three in the sixth, 
when catcher Fred Santora 
ripped a two-run double. 

Both teams scored a run in 
the seventh: For North Adams, 
Joel Habel singled and scored 
on an infield grounder. For 
Pittsfield, two walks and an er- 
ror produced the run. 

Brent White, who relieved 
Mike Pieropan, got the pitching 


\ win. Mulcahy and Aaron Ciullo 


Babe Ruth 13s 


each had two of Pittsfield’s nine 
hits. Jim Ciepiela took the loss 
for North Adams, which had 
five hits. 


Another one-hitter 


For Dalton, it was a repeat of 
its Friday opener, with its sec- 
ond straight one-hitter in its | 
second straight game halted by 
the 10-run mercy rule. 

One day after Scott Tucker 
pitched a six-inning one-hitter, | 
Murray hurled a five-inning 
one-hitter yesterday, giving up 
only a single by losing pitcher. 
Ryan Gregory. 


Murray also had a three-run a 
single in Dalton’s six-run third ~* 
inning. Dalton scored two more 
in the fourth and five in the 
fifth. Greg Dorval had three hits 
and Brandon Sullivan two hits 
and two RBIs for the winners, - 
who play Pittsfield in a battle of 
unbeaten teams Tuesday at ; 
5:30. , ape eee, A 
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Pittsfield runner Mike Pieropan, 


Graham Smith awaits the throw 


old playoff game in Dalton. 


-~~we 


Pittsfield 


wins first 


WORCESTER — The Pittsfield 
All-Stars stayed alive in the 
state Babe Ruth 13-year-olds 
tournament yesterday, beating 
East End 10-5 in a loser’s 
bracket game at Vernon Hill 
Park. 


Babe Ruth 13s 


Brent White, Dan Malacarne 
and Brandon Farley each had 
two hits for Pittsfield, which 
faces Shrewsbury today at 2 

m. 

7 Winning pitcher Mike Pier- 
opan allowed six hits in five 
innings, struck out five and al- 
lowed one earned run. Pieropan 
was limited to five innings be- 
cause he had thrown two in- 
nings Sunday in Pittsfield’s 10-5 
opening loss to Leominster. 
White struck out four batters in 
the final two innings. 

Pittsfield coach Mike Phillips 
felt Pieropan’s pitching was the 
key to his team’s win. 

“He pitched a solid game,” 
Phillips said. “He got ahead of 
the batters and kept them at 
bay.” : 

Pittsfield also got off to a good 
start, taking a 2-0 lead in the 
first, then adding five runs in 
the third after East End had 
tied the score with two in the 
second. 

“We got off to a good start and 
that set the tone,” Phillips said. 

In the first, Malacarne and 
Aarorm..Ciullo both walked and 
scored on an error to give Pitts- 
field a 2-0 lead. 

In Pittsfield’s five-run third, 
Pieropan walked and scored on 
Fred Santora’s ground out. Far- 
ley doubled in White and Steve 
Wixsom. Malacarne doubled in 

Nick Croce and Farley. 

Pittsfield added a single run 
in the fourth when Ciullo sin- 
gled, stole second and scored on 
White’s single. 

The winners completed their 
scoring with three runs in the 
fifth. Malacarne and Ciullo 
scored on an error. White sin- 
gled in Pieropan. ‘ 

East End scored two runs in 


both the second and fourth and © ! 


one run in the fifth. Chris La- 
priore, who went five, ila 
was the losing pitcher. ] | Ry g 


left, crosses home plate with a run as D 
during yesterday’s Berkshire County Babe 


Pittsfield’s 
Fillio hurls 
a no-hitter 


in tourney 
DOUGLAS — It was the 


perfect way for the Pitts- 


field All-Stars to open the 
Western Massachusetts 
ages 14-15 Babe Ruth 
Tournament. 


Babe Ruth | 4014 


Joe Fillio threw a five- 
inning no-hitter yesterday 
as Pittsfield routed 
Shrewsbury 15-1 in its 
tournament opener at 
Soldiers’ Field. The game 
was called after five in- 
nings because of the 10- 
run mercy rule. 

The win puts Pittsfield 
in the winner’s bracket 
and into a game with 
Leominster today at 1. 

It was the first no-hitter 
in tournament play for 
Fillio, who walked none 
and struck out two. 


RUTH, continued on C2 
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Ruth 13-year- 


Shrewsbury had four baser- 
unners, all of whom reached on 
Pittsfield’s four errors. 

Pittsfield coach Mike Tuohy 
‘said Fillio was more solid than 
spectacular. 

“He got a lot of pop-ups,” 


' Tuohy said. “He was mixing his 


pitches really well. His curve 
was working well and that 
would set up his fastball.” 

Shrewsbury’s lone run came 
in. the fourth. D.J. Lucey 
reached second base on an er- 
ror, went to third on a wild pitch 
and scored on an error. 


Fillio also supplemented 
Pittsfield’s 12-hit attack with a 
solo home run in the fifth. 

“We faced a pretty good 
pitcher [Lucey] and just hit him 
good,” Tuohy said. 

«Tuohy said beginning the 
‘tournament with a no-hitter 

should help his team. 
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ittsfield 13s force finale 


s Face Dalton again 


after 14-12 win 


By Tom Ryan 
Eagle Correspondent 


DALTON Fred Santora’s 
bases-loaded single in the top of 
the eighth inning scored two 
runs to snap an 8-8 tie, igniting 
a six-run rally. as defending 
champion Pittsfield hung on for 
a wild 14-12 win over Dalton 
yesterday at Pine Grove Park to 
remain alive in the Berkshire 
County 13-year-old Babe Ruth 
Tournament. 

Since Pittsfield came out of 
the loser’s bracket, the two 
teams will play a winner-take-all 
game game today beginning at 1 
p.m. at Pine Grove Park. The 
winner will advance to the state 
tournament at Vernon Hill in 
Worcester July 12-17. 

To get into yesterday’s game 
with Dalton, Pittsfield needed to 
complete a 9-3 win over Adams 
in their loser’s bracket final. 


: Pittsfield 14, Dalton 12 


In the eighth, Pittsfield 
starter Brent White, who worked 
the first seven innings, led off 
with a single and moved to 
second when D.J. Jefferson was 


_ hit by a pitch. Jeremy Sigwoski 
1 0 «Hell Wha a walk to load the bases. 
Ruth 1 pa ‘Santora followed with his hit 


that plated both White and Jef- 
ferson. Brandon Farley singled 
shome another run, and later in 
dhe inning another run scored 
con a wild pitch and two more on 
jsacrifice flies. 
( Dalton did not go easy in the 
jbottom of the eighth, as they 
scored four times and had the 
dbases loaded with just one out. 
‘But the comeback bid would 
end there as Pittsfield reliever 
Jefferson got Silas Mackey to. 
fly out to center and then re- 
[tired Neal Fitzroy on a line 
‘drive to left that Aaron Ciullo 
, snared to end the game. 

“We told the kids after we lost 
to Dalton the other night that 
we had to win three games to 
win this thing, and we’re one 
game away from doing that,” 
‘said Pittsfield coach Mike Phi- 
llips, whose team had to play 
the final two innings of their 9-3 
win over Adams yesterday 
morning. “We needed to get 
seven innings out Mike Pier- 
opan this morning and Brent 
White in this game, and they 
did that.” 

Trailing 7-5 after four innings, 
Pittsfield took the lead with 
three runs in the top of the 
fifth. Farley singled home one 
run and Ciullo doubled home 
the other two. Dalton tied the 
game in the bottom of the frame 
on Fitzory’s RBI single. 

Dan Malacarne and Farley 
each had two hits for Pittsfield. 
Fitzroy and Smith each had 
three hits for Dalton. 


Pittsfield 9, Adams 3 


Pittsfield, which had taken a 
0-3 lead before the game was 
stopped after five innings . be- 
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Defending champion 
Pittsfield makes final: 


DALTON — Defending champion Pittsfield assured itself a ‘ 
spot in the final of the Berkshire County age 14-15 Babe Ruth” 
Tournament with a 23-4 thrashing of Mount Greylock in the 
winner’s bracket final yesterday afternoon at Pine Grove 


Park. 


In loser’s bracket games, North Adams ousted Dalton 5-3. 


and South Berkshire eliminated Adams 14-1. 


Babe Ruth 14-15 Tournament 


Pittsfield will meet a yet-to-be determined opponent Tuesday. 


af 


os 
at¥ 


at 5:30 p.m. at Pine Grove Park. Mount Greylock will play in»i< 
the loser’s bracket final Monday at 5:30 against the winner of - : 
today’s North Adams-South Berkshire game. fy 


Pittsfield 23, Greylock 4 


~o 
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The free-swinging Pittsfield offense unloaded 13 hits, in-¢ ‘i 
cluding two home runs and eight extra-base hits in a game *< 


that was called after five innings because of the mercy rule. 


tie 


Tied at 3 after two innings, Pittsfield took the lead for good ”! 
with five runs in the third. Brian Uliasz, who had a three-run ““ 
double in the first inning for Pittsfield, belted a two-run” 
homer over the left-field fence and Mark Cimini added a two-°“ 


run triple. 


Chris Flynn’s grand slam highlighted an eight-run fourth ~~ 
inning, and David Galvagni added a three-run triple in Pitts- 


field’s seven-run fifth inning. 


Galvagni added three hits and four RBIs. Flynn had two hits. A 
K.J. Derby had three hits and scored two runs for Mount; 


| 
Uliasz finished with three hits and drove in five runs and | 
| 
| 
| 


Greylock. 


Matt Mazzer pitched the first four innings for Pittsfield to 
get the win. Galvagni worked the fifth. Greylock starter Sam 


Jennings took the loss. 


North Adams 5, Dalton 3 


North Adams shot out to a 5-0 lead after five innings and 
held off a late Dalton rally for the win. 

North Adams scored single runs in both the first and fourth 
innings, and added three more runs in the fifth. Nick Roberts 
had the only hit in the fifth inning, a run-scoring single. 

Dalton got on the board with two runs in the sixth and 
scored its final run in the seventh. Brett DeVirgilio had an 


RBI single in the sixth. 


Scott Patenuade went the distance for North Adams, giving 
up 11 hits and fanning seven. Phil Swift took the loss for Dal-ji 


ton. 


Roberts finished with three hits for North Adams. John 
Bates had three hits, and Swift and Darren Forgea two hits 


apiece for Dalton. 


South Berkshire 14, Adams 1 


Tied 1-1 after three innings, South Berkshire exploded for 
13 runs in the final five innings to remain alive in the tour- 


nament. 


Sean Scarbro led off the fourth with his second hit of the 
game, a solo homer, and Brian Dolby added a two-run single. . 
The South squad added single runs in both the fifth and ° 
sixth, and put the game away with six more runs in the sev- 
enth. Shaun Kinne had a two-run double and Scarbro a three- 


run double in the seventh. 


Mike Thorpe went the distance on the mound for South 
Berkshire, tossing a three-hitter and fanning three. - 
Scarbro finished with three hits and five RBIs and Robbie 

Carter and Ricky Cardillo each added two hits. 


cause of rain on Thursday, 
wasted little time in adding to 
its lead yesterday morning, 
scoring four times in the top of 
the sixth. 

Winning pitcher Pieropan and 
Santora had RBI singles. and 


a va 
White added a RBI sacrifice fly. 
The other run scored on an er- 
ror. 

Pieropan retired the final 14 
batters of the game, including | 
the six he faced yesterday and | 
finished with a four-hitter, f : 


Pittsfield 


fael ga 
Jest ag 
must win 


DOUGLAS — The Pittsfield 
Babe Ruth age 14-15 baseball 
team finds itself in a must-win 
situation this afternoon in the 
Massachusetts state tourna- 
ment. 


14-15 Babe Ruth 


The Pittsfield All-Stars have to 
beat (Westfield vs. Leomister) at 
1 p.m. today, after the Schwartz 
League of Worcester beat Pitts- 
field 6-2 yesterday at Soldier’s 
Field. 

If the Berkshire County squad 
doesn’t win this afternoon, the 
run toward the state title is 
over. Should Pittsfield win to- 
day’s game, the Schwartz 
League All-Stars await in the 
finals. 

Pittsfield actually got on the 
board first, scoring a run in the 
top of the third inning. Jason 
McKeever hit a leadoff single, 
stole second and eventually 
scored on Mark Cimini’s base 
hit. | 

Worcester took the lead for 
good in the home third. Win- 
ning pitcher Justin Gould had 
an RBI single, and he scored on 
a double by Ryan Lynch. 

The Worcester club broke the 
game open with four runs in the 
bottom of the fifth inning, all 
the runs coming with two outs. 
Starter and losing pitcher Brian 
Uliasz gave up consecutive two- 
out singles and a walk to load 
the bases. Dave Galvagni came 
in from the bullpen and issued 
consecutive RBI walks. Matt 
Billieux then relieved Galvagini 
and gave up a two-run single to 


Tim Casey, giving Worcester a 


6-1 lead. 

Pittsfield hada chance to tie 
the score in the top of the sev- 
enth, but could only get one 
run. Uliasz, who had two of 
Pittsfield’s six hits, had an RBI 
single with one out in the sev- 
enth. But despite having the 
bases loaded with one out, 
Pittsfield was unable to get any 
additional runs across. 
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I-stars repeat 


Babe Ruth 
L4-15 stars 
top N. Adams 
in final, 9-2 


By Tom Ryan 
Eagle Correspondent 


DALTON — Following tradi- 
tion, expectations were high for 
the Pittsfield Babe Ruth age 14- 

15 all-stars entering this year’s 
Berkshire County Tournament. 
Last night at Pine Grove Park, 
this year’s edition lived up to 
those expectations with a 9-92 
win over North Adams to win 
the county title for the second 
consecutive year, Marking . the 
second straight year that both 
the Pittsfield 13s and 14-15 all- 
Stars have won county titles. 

North Adams had reached the 
final by rallying for three runs 
in the sixth inning to beat 
Mount Greylock 3-2 in the 
completion of a Suspended 
game from Monday. That game 
was completed yesterday before 
the championship. 

“I knew this team could hit 
the ball as well as any that I’ve 
been involved with, and I think 
if anything, that might have 
made us a bit overconfident,” 
Said Pittsfield coach Mike 
Touhey. “We knew that a hot 
pitcher might be able to shut us 
down, but in the back of these 
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Pittsfield’s Joe Fillio delivers a pitch during his winning 
effort in last night’s Babe Ruth championship game. He 


pitched a Six-hitter, 


kids’ minds, they 
were going to win.” 

Pittsfield, which Swept its 
three games 
tournament, NOW advances to 
the state tournament in Douglas 
July 18-24. 


Pittsfield starts fast 


Pittsfield; which Scored 44 
runs in its first two tournament 
wins, wasted little time in get- 
ting on the- board last night, 
Plating four runs in the first 
inning. | 


knew they 


in the county’ 


Chris Flynn opened the game 
by drawing a walk off North 
Adams starter Gary Rondeau 
and stealing second. With one 
out, Mark Cimini walked and 
Joe Fillio was hit by a pitch to 
load the bases. Brian Uliasz 
walked to force home Flynn and 
Matt Mazzer followed with the 
only hit in the inni 
that scored Cimini 

lasz later scored On a passed 
ball. 

Pittsfield added another run 
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July 24, 1997 


Berkshire County champs 


The Pittsfield 13-ye 
repeated as Berks 
advanced to the st 
from left: FRONT ROW 


| — Darrin Jefferson, Todd Per- Ciullo, Fred Santora, 
3 ault, Stephen Wixsom, Brad Greene, Devin Winters, Garofano. 
Lea in , : 


Jeremy Sigoski, Ma 
_ Carne. BACK ROW — mw 
am members are, Farley, Mike Pieropan, La 


i) Ruth from C1 


in the second when Paul Cap- 
itanio led off with a single and 
scored on a base hit by Cimini, » 

North Adams got on the board 
in the third off Pittsfield starter 
and winning pitcher Fillio when 
Rondeau Singled with one out 
and scored on Scott Patenaude’s 
fielder’s choice. 7 


dams _ scored 
once in the fifth on Patenaude’s 
single, and threatened again in 
the sixth, but Pittsfield received 
a big defensive play to avoid a 
biginning,  _ 

With one out, Zack Wood was 
hit by a pitch. Nick Roberts fol- 
lowed with a blast to deep left 
center field. But reserve out- 


ittsfield drops 


WORCESTER — The Pittsfield 
All-Stars played one bad inning 
against Leominster in its state 


fielder Chris O’Neil went back 
to the fence and caught the ball 
while on his knees for the sec- 


~ ond out. Dan Samia followed 


with a base hit and Rondeau 
reached on an error to load the 
bases, but Fillio fanned the next 


hitter to end the inning, 


Fillio finished with a six- 
hitter, walking three and strik- 
ing out six. Rondeau also went 


the distance, Scattering 
hits and fanning one. 


Babe Ruth 13-year-old tourna- 


ment opener yesterday, and it 


cost them a win. 


Leominster broke a 3-3 tie 
with six runs in the fifth inning 
and went on to beat Pittsfield 


10-5 at Vernon Hill Park. 


“It was a ballgame that was 
going back-and-forth,” Pittsfield 
coach Mike Phillips said. “In 
the inning they scored six runs 
we made four mistakes and it 


killed us.” 


Pittsfield dropped into the 
losers’ bracket with the loss and 
will face East End of Worcester 
in its second game at 5 p.m. to- 


day. 


Pittsfield scored one run in 
the first, third and fifth innings 


and two in the Sixth, 
In the first, 


Adam Ciullo 
reached on an error and later 
scored on Mike Pieropan’s sin- 


Walked and 


cane. In the 


[s7 


gle. In the third, Bre 
singled, advanced to th 
€rror, and scored on 
ball 


opener | 


Sc 
Babe Ruth 13s 


nt White 
ird on an 
a passed 


In the fifth, Dan Malarcane ' 
Ciullo singled. 
White then singled in Malar- 
sixth,. Ciullo and 
White each had RBI singles, 
White, who went five innings, 
was the losing pitcher. Pieropan 


nal two innings for 


eight hits. 


Shawn Dees, 


he pitchers gave up 


For Leominster, Scott Cavioli 
got the win in relief of starter 
who pitched the 


first five innings. Todd Crowley 


Six-run fifth. 


tt Torra, Nick Croce and Dan Mala- 
anager Mike Phillips, Brandon 
nce Phillips, 
coach Jeff Pierop 


Brent White, Aaron 


an and coach Derek | 


A 
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Leominster also scor 
runs in the first, se 
and sixth innings. 7 


and Sam Josephs each had run- 
scoring doubles in Leominster’s 


ed single . 
nd, third } 


yl 47, 


Pittsfield, Greylock — 


advance in tourney 


DALTON — Randy Russell 
went 4-for-4 with two homers 
and two triples and combined 
with Joe Fillio and Dave Gal- 
vagni on a five-inning no-hitter 
to lead Pittsfield to a 21-0. 
thrashing of South Berkshire 
yesterday in the Berkshire 
County 14-15 Babe Ruth Tour- 
nament yesterday at Wahconah 
Regional High School. 


In the other winner’s bracket 
game, Mount Greylock beat 
North Adams 8-4. 


Pittsfield and Mount Greylock 
will now play in the winner's 
bracket final on July 5 at Pine- 
grove Park. 


The Adams-South Central 
game tomorrow, originally 
scheduled to be played at Pine- 
‘grove Park, has been moved to 
Wahconah. The game will start 
at 5:30 p.m. 


| Pittsfield 21, So. Berkshire 0 


Russell did the job with both 
the bat and the glove as the de- 
fending champions rolled to 
their second win in the tour- 
nament. Russell belted a two- 
run homer to highlight a four- 
run first inning. Pittsfield added 
two more runs in the second, 
and blew the game open with 
six runs in the third and seven 
more in the fourth. 


Babe Ruth 14-] 5s 


Fillio pitched the first two 
innings, Galvagni one and Rus- 
sell the final two. Russell drove 
in five runs and Matt Mazzer 
added two hits, including a 
home run, and drove in four 


runs, 


Mt. Greylock 8, No. Adams 4 


Mount Greylock packaged all 
its scoring into just two innings. 
The winners put five runs on 
the board in the bottom of the 
first and three more in the 
third. 


After North Adams took a 1-0. 
lead in the top of the first, 
Mount Greylock came right 
back in the bottom of the frame. 
Sam Jennings had the big hit in 


the inning for Greylock, a two- | 


run single. 

Matt Wooliver and Aaron 
Jennings had RBI singles in the 
third inning. i 


Aaron Herr went the distance 


on the mound for Mount Grey- 


lock, scattering eight hits and 


fanning six, 
Wooliver and Jennings each 
finished with two hits and Jen- 
nings added three RBIs. Josh 
Wilk had two hits for Nort 
Adams. . a 3 i 


" 





Pittsfield gets shot 
at Babe Ruth title 


DOUGLAS — It’s going to 
have to be done the hard way, 
but the Pittsfield age 14-15 Babe 
Ruth baseball team has a 
chance to win the Massachu- 
setts state title. 


Brian Uliasz’s run-scoring 

_ single in the top of the seventh 
inning broke a 4-4 tie and gave 
Pittsfield a 5-4 victory over 
Leominster in the loser’s 


\ bracket of the tournament yes- 
“terday at Soldier’s Field. The 
Toss eliminated Leominster. 


Matt Mazzer, the second of 
three Pittsfield hurlers, got the 
victory. 

“We're all definitely. happy, 
said Pittsfield manager Mike 


Tuohy with some understate- _ 


ment. “I thought Leominster 

was the best team we've faced.” 
Now, the Pittsfield squad will 
try to get back at the only team 
that put a loss on the ledger — 
the Schwartz All-Stars of 
Worcester. The two teams will 
continued on C3 


, Ruth ies C1 1 J 


meet at 1 this afternoon, and 


should Pittsfield win, the sec- 
ond game would follow at 4:30. 

Pittsfield led twice in yester- 
day’s game, 2-0 and 4-2, but 
Leominster wouldn’t let itself be 
eliminated easily. The Central 
Mass. squad scored a run in the 
bottom of the fifth inning, and 
got the tying run in the home 
sixth. 

Mazzer walked Todd Herrick, 
who stole second base and 
scored on Brendan Gaudreau’s 
base hit. 

But with one out in the top of 
the seventh inning, Dave Gal- 
vagni and Matt Mazzer hit con- 
secutive singles. Paul Thomp- 
son came on to pitch for Leom- 
inster and proceeded to hit Joe 
Fillio with a pitch to load the 
bases. Uliasz followed with his 
RBI single to left. Mazzer was 
thrown out at the plate trying to 
score an insurance run. 


An exciting finish 


That set up a thrilling bottom 
of the seventh inning, maybe a 
little too thrilling if you ask re- 


liever Matt Billieux and the rest — 


of the Pittsfield team. - 
Billieux, the third Pittsfield 


“pitcher, retired the first two _ 
Leominster batters. But Billieux — 


hit Jess Willard, then walked 
Deric Long and Herrick to load 
the bases. The Pittsfield reliever 
‘got out of the big jam when 
Uliasz fielded Adam _ Bozza’s 
grounder at short and flipped to 
Flynn at second for the final 
out. The throw just beat Herrick 
to the bag. 

Pittsfield got on the board 
with a pair of runs in the top of 
the second inning. Jason 
McKeever walked and_ stole 
second base. After Chris O’Neil 
' walked, Leominster starter 
Craig Baskis threw wild on an 
, attempt to pick O’Neil off first. 
“McKeever came around to score, 


qaytty 


O’Neil took second and scored 
on Chris Flynn’s base hit. Flynn” 
had. two of Pittsfield’s seven, 
hits, and drove in a pair of runs. 

Leominster tied the score inj 
the bottom of the third on a, 
solid RBI single by Gaudreau. 
Baskis plated the second run* 
when he beat out an infield hit. 

Pittsfield went back on top 
with a pair of runs in the top off 
the fourth inning. Billieux sin 
gled and was run for by. Ryan’ 
Brown, who stole seconde 
O’Neil’s one-out bunt single 
moved Brown to third. Flynn hit? 
an RBI single, with O’Neil mov:: 
ing around to third. Baskis 
threw two straight balls to Gal- 
vagni and Leominster brought, 
in John Gray to pitch. Galvagni: 
laid down a perfect squeeze, 
bunt to score O’Neil. Flynn, who 


-had moved to second on defen+ 


Sive indifference, was out at 
home trying to score. a) 
In the bottom of the fifth,- 
Keith Reardon’s two-out single 
made it 4-3. 3 
Fillio started and went the, 
first four innings. Mazzer- 
pitched two innings of relief and, 
Billieux went the final frame to? 
get the save. g 


Pittsfield 
stars fall 


4-2 in final 


DOUGLAS‘ — The oN ee 
Babe Ruth age 14-15 All Stars 
fell just short of their goal 
—winning the state champion- 
ship. | 

Pittsfield loaded the bases 
with two outs in the bottom of 
the seventh inning yesterday, 
but reliever Joe Sposato got 
Matt Mazzer on a ground out to 
end the game as the Schwartz 
League of Worcester defeated 
Pittsfield 4-2 in the state tour- 
nament final at Soldier’s Field. 


Babe Ruth 14-15 


“We got the runners on, and it 
was up to us to drive them in, 
but we just didn’t do it,” said 
Pittsfield coach Dennis Murphy, 
whose squad was blanked on 


' one hit over the first five in- 


nings before coming alive in the 
final two. 
Pittsfield needed to win two 


_games yesterday to claim the 


Massachusetts crown, and ad- 
vance to next weekend’s New 
England Regional Tournament 
in Brattleboro, Vt. 

They were put in that position 
after losing to the Worcester 
squad 6-2 on Tuesday. 

The Berkshire County nine 
fought back from 3-0 deficit to 
trail 3-2 after six innings yes- 
terday. The Worcester squad 
scored an insurance run in the 
seventh, but Pittsfield still had 
a chance to win the game, or at 
least send it into extra innings. 

Worcester starter Matt Bren- 
nan, who lost his shutout in the 
sixth inning, retired the first 
two batters in the bottom of the 
seventh. Mark Cimini, one of 
three Pittsfield players with two 
hits, then singled. Brennan 
walked Joe Fillio, and Brian 
Uliasz reached first on an error, 
loading the bases. 


That forced the Worcester 
coaching staff to bring on lefty 
reliever Sposato. He needed one 
pitch, and the lefty-swinging 
Mazzer grounded to second 
baseman Tony Scola to end the 
game. 


Pittsfield’s comeback 


Pittsfield got back in the 
game thanks to the two runs in 
the home sixth. Cimini led off 
with a single and scored on 
Fillio’s double. One out later, 
Mazzer singled home Fillio with 
the second run. Fillio and Maz- 
zer also had two hits each for 
Pittsfield.” | 

Worcester got an insurance 
run in the top of the seventh 
inning as Ryan Lynch got a two- 
out single against Uliasz, the 
third Pittsfield pitcher of the 
game. Mike Naun walked and 
an error scored Lynch from 
second with Worcester’s fourth 
run. 

Pittsfield was down 1-0 after a 


_ half inning when Worcester’s 
| RUTH, continued on C3 _/ 


“swt 


» Ruth ier 0 


Justin Gould hit a sacrifice fly 


that scored Kevin Kruger. 
Worcester added two runs in the 
second inning on an RBI single 
by Brennan and a sacrifice fly 
_by Scola. 

Fillio started for Pittsfield and 
went three innings. Mazzer 


pitched the next two innings, 


and Uliasz went the final two 
frames. The three Pittsfield 
hurlers combined to give up six 
hits, and they walked eight. 


Berkshire Gabe Ruth 


tourneys open this week 


Pittsfield teams will seek to 
defend their titles as the Berk- 
shire County age 13 and age 14- 
15 Babe Ruth Baseball playoffs 
kick off this week in Dalton: 

The age 13 tournament begins 
tomorrow, with most games at 
Wahconah Regional High 
School. The 14-15 tournament 
begins Saturday, with games at 
Pine Grove Park. Both seven- 
team tournaments are double 
elimination. 

Tournament champions ad- 
vance to western state tourna- 
ments. The 14-15 winner goes to 
Douglas July 18-24, and the age 
13 winner to Vernon Hill in 
Worcester July 12-17. 

In the age 13 tournament 
tomorrow at 5:30, Dalton opens 
against Adams and North Ad- 
ams plays South Berkshire at 
Wahconah Regional, while 
Pittsfield plays Mount Greylock 
at Pine Grove. The seventh 
team is South-Central, which 
plays the: Dalton-Adams winner 
Saturday at 1 p.m. The tour- 
nament is scheduled to con- 
tinue through July 5, with a 
championship game at 1 p.m., 
with the “if necessary” game to 
follow. 


In the age 14-15 tournament 


Saturday at Pine Grove, Dalton 
plays South Berkshire at 11, 


North Adams plays Adams at”! 
1:30 and Mount Greylock plays 


South-Central at 4. The seventh 


team is Pittsfield, which plays 0 
the Dalton-South Berkshire 5, 
winner Sunday at 1 p.m. The ~ 
is scheduled to. 


tournament 
continue through July 8, with 
os a 


jf 
# 


sor & 


the saga ons ape at_5:30. J 


4 
% 








Pittsfield Little League sign-ups 7 
Sign-ups for the Pittsfield Little Leagues will take place from 9. 
a.m.-noon on Saturday, March 29, and from 6-8 p.m. on Monday, 
‘ March 31. antes 
Sign-ups for the North Little League will be at the Peck’s Road | 
Fire Station. Sign-ups for the South Little League are at the - 
Holmes Road Fire Station. Sign-ups for for the West Little League 
will take place at the Barker Road Fire Station. | 
sign-ups are for youngsters age 9-12, and birth certificates must ° 


be presented at registration. ay 
Information: the Pittsfield Parks Department, 499.9343. 9 a § RY 


Pittsfield Little League still open 


The Pittsfield Little League baseball program will still accept reg- 
istration at the tryouts for its three leagues on Saturday. Players 
must bring a birth certificate, and arrive about 19 minutes before 


tryouts. 
The tryout schedule is as follows: 
North League: Brown Street Field. Age 9 at 10 a.m.; age 10 at 11 a.m.; age 11-12 at 


12:30 p.m. 
South Little League: Deming Field. Age 9 at 10 a.m.; age 10-12 at 11 a.m. 


West Little League: Taconic High School. Age 9, 8-9:30 a.m.; age PY 1 ry age 


11-12, 11-noon. - i 


South tops Lanesboro 
on Larrow’s one-hitter 


Little League ‘ la m1 


Williamstown had only four 
hits, but three of them came in 


PITTSFIELD — Dan Larrow 
pitched five no-hit innings and 
finished with a one-hitter, fan- 
ning nine, to lead Pittsfield 
South to a 15-1 win over 
Lanesboro last night in the 


resenting Pittsfield North, Pittsfield South, Pittsfield West, 
_ Dalton, Cheshire, Great Barrington, Lee, Adams, North Ad- 
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Diamond options abound 


—— for Pittsfield youngsters 


County Little League 
tourney opens Monday 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield North and South Little 
Leagues will host the 1997 District 1 (Berkshire County) age 
11-12 Little League baseball playoffs beginning Monday . 

The double-elimination tournament features 11 teams, rep- 


ams, Lanesboro and Williamstown. 

Games will be played at the Pittsfield North field on 
Springside Avenue and the Pittsfield South field at Deming 
ie on Newell Street. All weekday games are scheduled for 

:30 p.m. 

Monday, Pittsfield North hosts Dalton. Tuesday, Cheshire 
visits Pittsfield South and Great Barrington plays Lee at 
Deming. Wednesday, Pittsfield West plays Adams at Deming 
and North Adams plays the Pittsfield North-Dalton winner at 
Pittsfield South’s field. Lanesboro and Williamstown open 
Thursday, with Lanesboro playing the Cheshire-South winner 
at Deming and Williamstown playing the Barrington-Lee 
winner at Pittsfield North. 

The tournament championship game is scheduled July 19 at 
noon at Deming. If the team from the loser’s bracket wins, a 
winner-take-all final will be July 21 at 5:30. 

The district champion goes to the district playoffs July 25 
and 28, with the winner there going to the state tournament 
Aug. 1-2 in West Roxbury. 


Berkshire County Little League 
Tournament. 

In the other game,. Wil- 
liamstown struck for four runs 
in the first inning and held on 
for a 6-3 win over Great Bar- 
rington at the Pittsfield North 
Little League field. 


South 15, Lanesboro 1 


At Pittsfield South, Larrow 
kept the Lanesboro bats at bay 
until Andy Wallach led’ off the 
sixth inning with an_ infield 
single. 

South opened the scoring 
with three runs in the first, two 
coming on Brian Hanley’s two- 
run double. In the second, 
Shane Perrault and Farrin 
small both doubled home runs 
as South scored four more 
times. 

Pittsfield took advantage of 
three walks and a pair of 
Lanesboro errors to score seven 
more runs in the third. Perrault 
had South’s lone hit in the in- 
ning, an RBI single. 

Eric Bouchard pitched the 
first three innings for Lanes- 
boro. 


North Little League mee 


The Pittsfield Nort 
ing Oe 
will include elec 
nary plans for the 1998 sea 


h Little League has schedu 


ht at 7 at Morningside C 


tion of board. mem Oras TOT 
Information: Pat Hogan, ( 
son. In | ia. f > Ha 


the first inning. Those §hits, 
combined with three Great Bar- 
rington errors, allowed Wil- 
liamstown to score four runs. 


Greg Holland opened the in- 
ning with a double and moved 
to third on a single by Nate 
Herr. Winning pitcher Ryan 
Tondreau followed with another 
hit that scored Holland, and 
then Barrington committed 
three straight errors that al- 
lowed three more runs to score. 

Barrington got on the board in 
the second when Mike Lesniak 
doubled and later scored on an 
error, but Williamstown an- 
swered with two more unearned 
runs in the bottom of the third. 
Great Barrington added single 
runs in both the fifth and sixth 
innings to complete the scoring. 

Holland finished with two hits 
for Williamstown and Lesniak 


had two hits for Great Barring- , 


ton. 


Tondreau scattered four hits 
and fanned five. Shaun Van 
Alphen went the distance for 
Great Barrington, also pitching 
a four-hitter and fanning two. 


ting tonight 
led its annual meet- 


ommunity School. The agenda 
bers and discussion of prelimi- 


én 


advance 


ant] 


PITTSFIELD — Zack Son: 
drini’s base hit to right fields: 


scored Jeff Hashim with the. 


winning run and gave Pittsfield’. 


West a 3-2 come-from-behind 
win over Adams last night in~~ 
the Berkshire County age 11-12 


Little League Tournament at,.- 


_ the Pittsfield South field. 


2A 


co Wet} 


Little League "ia 


At the Pittsfield North field, 
Matt Luczynski scattered three” 


hits and fanned five in five in-~ > 


nings of work as North Adams. 
beat Pittsfield North 5-1. coh 


} +7 


West 3, Adams 2 ree 
With his team trailing 2-1 en-*" 


tering its final at bat, winning™. 
pitcher Nick Contenta opened... 
the inning with a base hit. Dave”’* 
Morgan then bounced. into ‘a. 
fielder’s choice that retired.x? 
Contenta, but Hashim kept the 
inning alive when he reached 
on an error. Both runners-.. 
moved up on a passed ball. With.” 
two outs, pinch hitter Dave@ 
Hashim reached on an infield,’ 
Single that scored Morgan.” 
Sondrini then followed with his 
winning hit. aman 
West scored once in the first;. 
when Morgan singled and later:- 
scored on an error, but North” 
Adams came back with two runs. 
in the fourth on back-to-back" 
‘homers by Chad Misiuk and, 
Russ Belanger. thle 
Contenta went the distance on: 
the mound for West, tossing ‘a- ° 
two-hitter and fanning 10,0 
Misiuk took the loss, fanning 
four. oA in 
Morgan and Huck Correi#”™ 
each had two hits for Pittsfield” 
West. 2) ew 


North Adams 5, North 1 FR 
After Pittsfield North scored” 
once in the top of the third on.> 
Steve Papa’s RBI hit to tie the’. 
game 1-1, North Adams rew 
sponded with four runs of its 
own in the bottom of the inning, 
Ryan Belanger’s fielder’s*~ 
choice scored the first run, two,",’ 
more scored on errors and— 


Kevin Lamb plated the final run’ 


with a base hit. a 
. Jess Boillat pitched the sixth 
\in relief of Luczynski. 7 oe 


When the umpire shouts “play ball,” no city kids need be left out. 

In addition the the new West Side Neighborhood Resource Center youth 
league, baseball leagues are available for kids of all ages throughout the city. 
The tiniest big leaguers can join the YMCA’s T-ball league. | 

Designed for four-year-olds through fifth graders, the league features 

several different levels of baseball, including t-ball, where the kids hit off a 
tee; coaches slow-pitch and to a pitching machine. | 

According to Dave Canales, youth program director, 550 kids partici- 

pated in the Y league this season. “We don’t worry about the score, we don’t 
keep records, we just want to get the kids out there and playing,” he said. 

The city’s Little League, for players ages 9 through 12, features three 
divisions: West Little League, South Little League and North Little League. 

According to North League president Patricia Hogan, fewer kids are 
playing ball. “Our numbers were down severely this year,” she said. 

Hogan speculated that kids today have more options available to them, 
with soccer continuing to gain popularity. Although sports like soccer and 
hockey play during a different time of year, more parents are sending their 
kids to sports camps during summer. 

The little league, which begins play in May, will wrap its season up with 
tournament play this week. 

For players 8-12 years old, the city’s Junior Baseball League provides 
baseball that emphasizes fun over competition. 

The Babe Ruth League, sponsored by the city parks department, is 
available for boys and girls ages 13-15. Older and more experienced players 
can participate on two city American Legion teams. | 

The parks department also sponsors girls’ softball teams. ) 5 afl: 
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N. Adams makes Little League final 


Adams eliminates defending champion Great Barrington 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Matt Luczynski pitched a five- 
hitter and delivered a double 
and a two-run single last night 
as North Adams defeated Pitts- 
field South 7-4 at Brown Street 
Field to reach the championship 
game of the Berkshire County 
age 11-12 Little League tour- 
nament. 


At Deming Park, Adams 
scored seven runs in the first 
inning but needed a sacrifice fly 
from Mitch Belanger in the bot- 
tom of the sixth to pull out an 8- 
7 win over Great Barrington, 
eliminating the defending 
champions in the loser’s 
bracket. 


Pittsfield South and Adams 
will play today at 5:30 p.m. at 
Brown Street Field for the 
chance to meet North Adams in 
the championship game, 
scheduled Monday at 5:30 at 
Deming. 

Also last night, the Berkshire 
County age 9-10 Jimmy Fund 
Little League tournament got 


Little League 


under way in Cheshire, but 
Lanesboro and the. Pittsfield 
South Red team got only to the 
fourth inning when rain halted 
play. They will continue the 
game today at 4 pm. with 
Lanesboro leading 4-1 and bat- 
ting in the bottom of the fourth. 


N. Adams 7, South 4 


PITTSFIELD — North Adams 
took a 5-0 lead in the second 
inning, and never trailed even 
though Pittsfield South climbed 
to within a run. 


Nick Randall put North Ad- 
ams on top with a two-run sin- 
gle in the first inning, and 
Luczynski hit His two-run single 
and Justin Halton added an- 
other run-scoring single in a 
three-run second. 


South cut the deficit to 5-4. 
when Josh Stoklosa hit a two- 
run single in the second and 
losing pitcher Eric Kushi added 


er | 


North Adams tourney 


game is rained out 
Jimmy’s, Elks in Pittsfield finale 


NORTH ADAMS — 
night’s game between Cheshire 
and Pittsfield North in the 
North Adams ages 9-10 Little 


Last 


Little League ST 


League tournament at Fallon 
Field was postponed because of 
rain. 

The game has been resched- 
uled for today at 5:30. Today’s 
regularly scheduled game _ be- 
tween Williamstown and North 
Adams will take place tomor- 
row, as the rest of the tourna- 
ment schedule will now be 
moved up one day. 


Pittsfield final set 


PITTSFIELD — Nick Con- 
tenta pitched a three-hitter and 
struck out 14 Saturday as 
Jimmy’s Restaurant of the Wést 


f 


Little League defeated Teo’s of 
the South Little League 4-2 in 
the first round of the Pittsfield 
Little League city champion- 
ship. 

With the win, Jimmy’s ad- 
vances to the city championship 
game tomorrow at 5:30 at Brown 
Street Field against North Little 
League champion Elks Club. 

For Jimmy’s, Huck Correia 
had two triples and Dan Evan- 
gelisto had a pair of singles, one 
with the bases loaded that drove 


a two-run double in the third. 

North Adams got some insur- 
ance in the fifth when 
Luczynski and Randall doubled 
in a two-run fifth. 

Luczynski (who walked four 
and struck out six), Randall and 
Halton each had two of North 
Adams’ six hits off Kushi, who 
walked two and struck out two. 


Adams 8, Barrington 7 


PITTSFIELD — Adams ap- 
peared to take command with 
its seven-run start, but watched 
the defending champs battle 
back to tie before Adams pulled 
out the win in the sixth. 

Adams had only two hits in its 
big first inning, both by winning 
pitcher Chad Misiuk. Three 
walks, a hit batter and some 
fielding mistakes led to most of 
the scoring. : 

Barrington, led by the hitting 
of Josh Rolf, came back to tie 
with three in the third, two in 
the fourth and two in the fifth. 
Josh Rolf hit and RBI double in 
the third, a two-run double to 
highlight the fourth and an RBI 


in two runs to help win the > 


game. Dennis Small pitched a 
five-hitter for Teo’s. | 


single in the fifth to tie the 
game. 


In the sixth, Misiuk hit a 
leadoff double, went to third on 
a passed ball and scored the 
winning run on Belanger’s sac- 
rifice fly to right field. . 


Misiuk went 3-for-4 and 
struck out 11 to get the win. 
Belanger had two of Adams’ 
eight hits. Billy Cahill, who 
pitched five strong innings of 
relief, took the tough-luck loss 


and Nick Turezak added two 


hits for Barrington. 


Jimmy Fund tournament 


CHESHIRE — Lanesboro 
scored twice in both the first 
and third innings to take their 
lead when rain halted play. 


Mike Larson hit a two-run 
single in the first and the third- 
inning runs were unearned. 
Kevin Dellea scored Pittsfield’s 
run on an infield grounder by 


Chad Brown. Larson and Pitts- 


field’s David Glass were the 
pitchers when rain stopped ° 
play. 





Pittsfield South, N. 


PITTSFIELD — North Adams 
and Pittsfield South remained 
the only unbeaten teams, and 
Cheshire and Pittsfield North 
became the first teams elimi- 
nated yesterday in the Berk- 
shire County age 11-12 Little 
League Baseball tournament. 

At the Pittsfield South field at 
Deming Park, Matt Tirrell and 
Shane Perrault each had two 
hits and two RBIs as Pittsfield 
south edged Williamstown 6-4, 
while Mitch Belanger fired a 
three-hitter as Adams . elimi- 
nated Cheshire 4-1. 

At the Pittsfield North’s 
Brown Street Field, North Ad- 
ams used a four-run fourth in- 
ning to defeat Pittsfield West 4- 
1, while Lee used a 10-hit attack 
to eliminate Pittsfield North 6-4. 

The tournament continues 
with two loser’s bracket games 
today at noon, Adams vs. Lee at 
Pittsfield North and Dalton vs. 
Great Barrington at Pittsfield 
south. The tournament contin- 
ues through the week, with the 
championship game scheduled 
Saturday at noon at Pittsfield 
South. Great Barrington is the 
defending champion. 


South 6, Williamstown 4 


Tirrell and Farin Small com- 
bined to pitch a four-hitter with 
seven strikeouts for Pittsfield 
South, which rallied from a 2-1 
deficit with two runs in the 
third and three in the fourth. 

Williamstown went ahead 2-0 
when Ryan Tondreau singled 
home a run in the first inning 
and Greg Holland drew a bases- 
loaded walk in the second. 

South got an RBI single from 
Josh Stoklosa in the bottom of 
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Jimmy Fund 9-10 tourney 


opens in Cheshire this week 


The Cheshire Little League will host the annual Berkshire 
County Jimmy Fund age 9-10 Little League baseball tourna- 
ment, which opens later this week with 13 teams taking part. 

The single-eliraination tournament kicks off Thursday with 
Lanesboro vs. the Pittsfield South Red team, and concludes 
with the championship game scheduled July 27 at 12:30. 

Other teams taking part are North Adams, Pittsfield North, 
Adams, Great Barrington, Williamstown, Cheshire, Lee, Dal- 
ton-Hinsdale, the Pittsfield South Grey Team and two teams 
from Pittsfield West, the White and the Blue. 

North Adams plays Pittsfield North Friday, and three games 
Saturday feature Adams vs. Pittsfield West White, Great Bar- 
rington vs. Williamstown and Cheshire vs. Lee. 

Games are scheduled at 5:30 p.m. weekdays, they start at 10 
a.m. on Saturdays and 12:30 p.m. on Sundays. Consolation 
games for losing teams are also scheduled July 19, 24 and 25. 

Proceeds ‘benefit the Jimmy Fund, which funds children’s 
cancer research. 


AT 


the second, and went ahead in 
the third, when Perrault dou- 
bled home one run and Dustin 
Virgilio singled home another. 

South made it 6-2 in the 
fourth when <Tirrell drilled a 
two-run single and Perrault 
singled home another run. Wil- 
liamstown cut the deficit when 
Steve Courtney belted a two-run 
homer over the left field fence 
in the fifth. 

Tirrell, who pitched the last 
32/4, innings, got the win. Wil- 
liamstown starter Henry John 
Bailly took the loss. 


North Adams 4, West 1 
Losing pitcher Scott Shove 


Pittsfield 
West White 


gets victory 


CHESHIRE — Pittsfield West 


gave up only four hits, but three 
of them came in the decisive 
fourth inning when Matt 
Luczynski drilled a two-run 
homer over the center-field 
fence and Justin Halton later 
delivered a two-run single. 

West had gone ahead in the 
third inning when Huck Correia 
and Shove singled, and Correia 
scored on the front end of a 
double steal. 

Starter Matt Tatro and win- 
ning reliever Jesse Boillat 
combined to pitch a four-hitter 
with nine strikeouts. Boillat 
fanned six in three innings of 
one-hit relief. Shove struck out 
four. 


Harrington, Sheran 
gun down Adams 


‘> 


Adams stay unbeaten 


= 


Little League 


Lee 6, North 4 


Lee’s Chris Walker pitched. a 
four-hitter and struck out 10, 
and benefited from a three-run 
third inning that broke open a 
1-1 tie. ,3 

Anthony Patterson hit a two- 
run double and Walker an RBI 
single in the key third inning. 
Matt Rivers added a two-run 
double in the fourth. : 

Lee went ahead on a home 
run by James Daignault in the 
first, but North tied it on an RBI 
single by Katie Pierce in the 
second. North added three in 
the fifth, when John Phelps hit 
a two-run single and Steve Papa 
singled home another run. .. 

Chris Brown struck out 12, 
but took the loss for North. ~ 


~~) 


Adams 4, Cheshire 1 ge ie 


The Belanger twins were 
murder on Cheshire, as Mitch 
Belanger struck out seven in a 
complete-game win and singled 
home one run, while his twin 
Russ triple home one run and 
scored another. 

The game was 1-1 after Ad- 
ams got an RBI single from Mi- 
tch Belanger in the first and 
Cheshire scored an unearned 
run in the second. Mitch Bel- 
anger singled and scored on a 
passed ball in the third, and 
Russ Belanger tripled home one 
run and scored another on a 
passed ball in the fourth. 

Ryan Larabee took the com+ 
plete-game loss, pitching a five- 
hitter and striking out five. 


Pittsfield West, 


Lee score victories 


Advance in 9-10 tourney bracket 


NORTH ADAMS — Michael 
Pleau raced home on a wild 
pitch with one out in the sev- 
enth inning, capping a six-run 
rally and lifting Lee to an 8-7 
win over Pittsfield North in the 
North Adams age 9-10 tourna- 
ment yesterday at Fallon Field. 

In the other game yesterday, 
Tucker Sheran and Mike Cullen 
combined to pitch a one-hitter 
as Pittsfield West beat Cheshire 
9-2. 

Lee will now play Pittsfield 


' West in a winner’s bracket game 


on Thursday. Cheshire will play 
Pittsfield North tomorrow . Both 
games begin at 5:30. 


Lee 8, North 7 


After North had scored five 
times in the top of the sixth to 
snap a 2-2 tie, Lee came right 
back with a rally of their own in 
their final at bat. 

Dave Lewis singled to open 


the inning, and Matt Newton, 


Cameron Brooks and Andy 
Naventi all walked to force 
home a run. The next Lee batter 
fanned for the first out. Brian 
Delmolino then followed with a 
two run single to make the 
score 7-5, and Pleau followed 
with a triple to plate Naventi 
and Delmolino to tie the game. 
Two pitches later, Pleau came 
home with the winning run. 
North Adams had scored its 
five runs on a bases-loaded walk 


Pittsfield West hurlers strik 


Little League 


to T.J. Reilly, and a two-run 


single by Quintan Pierce. Reilly . 


and Pierce scored the final two 
runs of the inning on wild 
pitches. | 

Andy Fresia had three hits for 
Lee and Delmolino two. Charlie 
Pierce had three hits for Pitts- 
field and Dan Whalen had two. 


West 9, Cheshire 2 
Sheran and Cullen combined 


on a gem, allowing just a one- 


out single to right field by 
Justin Belce in the fourth in- 
ning. 

West scored once in the first 
when Adams O’Brien walked 
and later scored on a double by 
Sheran and added two more 
runs in the third on a two run 
single by Matt Shaffer. 

Pittsfield added three more 
runs in both the fourth and fifth 
innings. Dan Harrington had a 
two-run single in the fourth and 
Cullen and Dempsey Quinn 
added RBI hits in the fourth. 

Sheran pitched the first three 
innings before leaving with an 
ankle injury. Cullen went the 
final three innings. Kyle Del- 
molino, Belce, and Travis Per- 
rault all pitched for Cheshire. 

Quinn a Ff three hits 


for Pittsfield. 3 5 \ 
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South 


wins 


opener 


NORTH ADAMS — Defending 
champion Pittsfield South got 
off to a good start in the North 
Adams ages 9-10 tournament 
last night by beating Wil- 
liamstown 6-2 at Fallon Field. 


Little League 


John Povolka and Devin 
‘Mackey each had two hits and 
two RBIs for Pittsfield South. 
Mackey had a double and triple. 
Ian Nelson doubled in the sec- 
ond inning. 

For Williamstown, Jesse 
Fowle had three hits. 

The tournament continues 

tonight with Adams playing 


' Lanesboro at 5:30 p.m. 


Pittsfield South took a 1-0 
lead in the bottom of the first 
when Mackey tripled in Pov- 
olka, who had singled to right 
with two out. 

In the fourth, Pittsfield South 

scored four times to take a 5-0 
lead. Zack Wallace, Kent Ar- 
ambula and Matt Jammula sin- 
gled to load the bases. Josh 
-Mucica and Povolka each sin- 
gled in a run, before Mackey 
followed with an two-run dou- 
ble. ; 

Williamstown cut the lead to 
5-1 in the top of the fifth. Corey 
Webb reached on an error and 
scored on Sawyer Hamblin’s 
RBI single. 

After Pittsfield South made it 
6-1 in the bottom of the fifth on 
Tim Burns’ RBI single, Wil- 
liamstown completed the scor- 
ing in the top of the sixth on 
Seth George’s RBI single. 

Winning pitcher Povolka al- 
lowed two hits in three innings, 
walked two and struck out four. 
Chris McDonald hurled the final 
three innings for Pittsfield 


67, 


White won a showdown with in tournament game 
city rival Pittsfield North last 
night in the Jimmy Fund age 9- CHESHIRE — Dan Harrington 


10 Little League tournament. _\ and Tucker Sheran combined 
for 18 strikeouts as Pittsfield 


West White defeated Adams 11- 
2 yesterday in the Berkshire 
County Jimmy Fund age 9-10 


South and struck out three. 

For Williamstown, losing 
pitcher Alex Bird allowed four 
hits and one run in three in- 
nings. Joe Jacobsen pitched the 
fourth, while Webb hurled the 
fifth. 


‘Little League 


Danny Harrington had three 
hits and two runs batted in as 
Pittsfield West White defeated 
Pittsfield North 11-4 at the 
Cheshire Little League field. 

Pittsfield West White broke 
open a 6-3 game with five runs 
in the bottom of the fifth in- 
ning. In addition to Harrington, 
who had a single and two dou- 
bles, Tucker Sheran had a sin- 
gle and a double, while Adam 
O’Brien had a single and a tri- 
ple. Clayton Pierce led Pittsfield 
North with two hits and two 
RBIs, while Charlie Bashara 
had three hits and an RBI. 


Harrington started for Pitts- 
field West White, going three 
innings and strikign out three. 
Sheran pitched two innings 
with a strikeout and Mike 
Cullen also pitched an inning 
with two strikeouts. For. Pitts- 
field North, Bashara went three 
innings with four strikeouts and 
Pierce went two innings with a 
strikeout. 


Little League tournament. 


EBL. IL TL ES PTI ETAT 


Little League 9-10 


Kach pitcher struck out nine in 
three innings. 

In other tournament games 
yesterday, Williamstown de- 
feated Great Barrington 7-6, and 
Lee topped Cheshire 15-8. In a 
consolation round game, Pitts- 
field South Red defeated North 
Adams 7-5. 


West White 11, Adams 2 


Mike Cullen had a double and 
three RBIs and Adam O’Brien 
had three singles to help spark 
the West victory. 


Mike Martin added two sin- 
gles for West White, while Jason 


Krieger had a single, double and 
RBI. 


For Adams, Kyle Malloy 
struck out three batters in three 
innings, while Brandon Crouse 
had four strikeouts. Joshua 
Barrett got the final two outs for 
Adams and had one strikeout. 


Malloy had a single and dou- 
ble for Adams, while Nick 
Mayer added a single. 
Williamstown %; Barrington 6 


Williamstown pulled the game 


Pittsfield West runner Mark Loehr, rear, 
his move, then heads for second base d 


ment game in Cheshire. 


out in the sixth, scoring four 
runs on five walks and a hit 
batsman. Alexander Bird scored 
the winning run on Conor 
Casey’s fielder’s choice. Casey 
also had a double. | 


Starting pitcher Bird and Joe 
Jacobson each struck out four in 
three innings. 


For Great Barrington, Matt 
Gasperini had five strikeouts in 
three innings, while Jeremy 


Mallison struck out one in 

three. Adam Zamberletti also 

pitched for Great Barrington. 
Zamberletti had three singles, 


Gasperini two singles, and Matt 3 


Pegorari and Joe Domaney each 
had a single and RBI. 


Lee 15, Cheshire 8 


Tyler Perry had seven strike- 
outs in three innings for Lee, 
while Mike Pleu had four 
strikeouts in three. 

Pleu was also Lee’s hitting 
Star, with a single, two doubles, 
a triple, three RBIs and four 


Tuns scored. Brian Delmolino 


had a single, double and RBI for 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


waits for Adams pitcher Joshua Barrett to make 
uring yesterday’s age 9-10 Li 


Lee, while Andy Fresia added a 
double and RBI. 

For Cheshire, Justin Bleil had » 
four strikeouts in three innings, 


Travis Poirot added three. 


strikeouts in two innings and ° 


Kyle Delmolino added two- 


strikeouts in one. | 
Josh Lipka and Bleil each had | 


two singles. 


South Red 7, North Adams 5 : 


Zac Lawless had two doubles, ” 


a single and three RBIs for 
South Red. Colin Downey added © 
a double and two RBIs. 


No information was available’ 


on North Adams. 


ttle League tourna- _ 
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North Adams pitcher Jesse Boillat eyes the batter as he prepares t 
last night’s 10-0 win over Pittsfield South in the Berkshire County ag 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


o deliver a pitch during his perfect game in 
e 11-12 Little League championship game. 


A perfect finish for N. Adams 


Boillat’s perfect game 
brings Ist county title 
in Little League, 10-0 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Talk about 
weapon ... 

Jesse Boillat, who had been held to just a 
couple of relief appearances while he rested a 
sore pitching arm, unleashed that arm last 
night as he fired a perfect game and led North 
Adams to its first-ever Berkshire County age 
11-12 Little League baseball championship with 
a 10-0 win over Pittsfield South at Deming 
Field. 

Boillat, a hard-throwing 5-foot-8, 130-pounder, 
struck out six and retired all 15 batters he 
faced in a game halted by the 10-run mercy 
rule when North Adams scored seven runs in 
the bottom of the fifth to take its 10-0 lead. 

“That kid can throw. He’s the real thing,’ 
Pittsfield South manager Dick Ward marveled 
after Boillat’s dominant performance. 


Play at Deming Friday 


With the victory, North Adams advances to 
the sub-regional tournament, where the Berk- 
shire County (District 1) champs will play Dis- 
trict 2 champion Westfield North or Amherst 
Friday at 5:30 at Deming Field. Amherst beat 
Westfield North 15-5 last night, and will play 
again tomorrow in Amherst. 

The winner advances to the regional final, 
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your secret 
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North Adams coaches Ray LaBombard, left, and Mark Gazaille cele- 
brate with their players following 10-0 win over Pittsfield South in 
last night’s Berkshire County championship game. 


TI wasn’t nervous. I pitched in the 


10-year-old all-stars, so I was us 


ed to this.’ 
— Jesse Boullat 
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North Adams base runner Jesse Boillat slides under a tag. by Pittsfield South catcher 
Brian Hanley in the first inning of North Adams’ 10-0 win last night in the Berkshire 
County age 11-12 Little League championship game. 


ae Champs from Cl 


scheduled Monday at 5:30 at 
Deming, against the District 34 
champion. Monday’s winner 
advances to the state tourna- 
ment scheduled Aug. 1 and 2 in 
West Roxbury. 

Boillat, who has pitched two 
no-hitters this season for his 
Rotary Club team in North Ad- 
ams, pitched with a bandage 
wrapped around his right elbow, 
which he said has been sore 
from overuse. 

“T knew I was going to start 
the game, and I was just going 
to go as long as I could,” Boillat 
said. “It didn’t bother me.” 


Complete command 


Despite pitching in front of a 
crowd of 150 fans and a battery 
of cameras at the South’s home 
field, Boillat was in complete 
command. : 

“T wasn’t nervous,’ Boillat 
said. “I pitched in the 10-year- 
old all-stars, so I was used to 
this.” 

Mixing the occasional curve- 
ball and changeup with his 
blazing fastball, Boillat struck 
out five of the first six batters 


he faced. He fanned only two 
, over the final three innings, but 


retired five on grounders and 
two on pop flies. The closest 
thing to a hit was the final out, 
when center fielder Adam Gar- 
ner ran in and made a one- 


‘ 


handed catch of a fly ball hit by 
Brian Hanley. 

North Adams, meanwhile, 
jumped on Pittsfield starter Dan 
Larrow for three runs in the 
first inning, despite getting only 
one hit. 

Jeff Bourdon and Garner 
walked to start the game, then 
Boillat forced Garner with a 
grounder to second. Matt 
Luczynski then hit a grounder 
to third, but Bourdon slid un- 
derneath the throw home to 
make it 1-0. A fly ball to right 
field then led to a throwing er- 
ror which enabled Boillat to 
score, and Luczynski scored on 
a single to center by Kevin 
Lamb. 

North Adams loaded the bases 
but failed to score in the second, 
and the teams traded zeros until 
North Adams nailed down the 
win. with its seven-run fifth, 
sending 12 batters to the plate. 

Garner drew a one-out walk 
and Boillat tripled him’ home to 
make it 4-0. Luczynski hit an 
infield single to score Boillat 
and walks to/Nick Randall and 
Lamb loaded the bases. Larrow 
was then relieved by Matt Tir- 
rell, but his first pitch got away 
from catcher Hanley and 
Luczynski scored. Pinch hitter 
Matt Tatro then singled home 
Randall to make it 7-0, and 
Lamb beat a throw home on a 
grounder back to the box, mak- 


ing it 8-0. Garner and SBoillat 
wrapped up the game with 
bases-loaded singles. 

Boillat and Garner each had 
two of their team’s seven hits. 

The win was North Adams’ 
second over Pittsfield South, 
following a 7-4 victory in the 
winner’s bracket final last 
Thursday. 

“We knew what to expect, but 
we weren’t overconfident play- 
ing them on their home field,” 
North Adams manager Jerry 
Engwer said after his team’s 
historic win. 

Engwer was keeping a close 
eye on Boillat, who had pitched 
one inning in a 5-l win over 
Pittsfield North and three in- 
nings of one-hit relief, striking 
out six, in a 4-1 win over Pitts- 
field North. 

“He’s had some soreness in 
his elbow, so we had him stay 
off it a little,’ Engwer said. “We 
want to keep him healthy. We 
still have a city series to finish 
in North Adams ... We keep 
asking him, ‘how are you feel- 
ing?’ and there’s been no pain 
for a week.” 


Second perfect game 


Boillat’s perfect game was the 
second of the tournament. Great 
Barrington’s Andrew Kiriakedes 
pitched a perfect game and 
struck out 11 in a 10-0 win over 
Dalton-Hinsdale July 13. 

Discussing Boillat’s effort last 
night, Ward said, “I’d like to see 
him in a duel with that kid from 
Great Barrington.” 





Ready and waiting 
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Adams catcher Jason Koperniak, right, holds his ground but can’t prevent Pittsfield West runner Colin Tierney. 


from scoring during yesterday’s age 9-10 Little League tournament game in Cheshire. 
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Pittsfield South makes county final 


Farin Small pitched a three-hitter and 
helped his own cause with two hits, as 
Pittsfield South jumped to an early 8-0 lead 
and rolled to a 9-3 win over Adams in last 
night’s losers’ bracket final of the Berkshire 
County age 11-12 Little League Tournament 
at Brown Street Field in Pittsfield. 

The win earns South a berth in the 
county championship game, where Pitts- 
field will play North Adams Monday at 5:30 
at Deming Field in Pittsfield. If Pittsfield 
South wins that game, a winner-take-all fi- 
nal will be scheduled Tuesday at 5:30. 

Also last night, Lanesboro wrapped up a 
9-5 win over the Pittsfield South Red team, 
and Pittsfield North edged North Adams 13- 
12 in the Berkshire County Jimmy Fund 
age 9-10 Little League tournament in 
Cheshire. 


South 9, Adams 3 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield South batted 
around in a five-run first inning, and that’s 
all Small needed, as he struck out three 
and walked seven in his complete-game 
win. 

Eric Kushi, Brian Hanley and Josh Stok- 
losa delivered RBI singles, Dan Seseski 


Little League Tourneys 


drew a bases-loaded walk, and Conor 
Storie’s infield grounder brought home the 
fifth run. 


South added three more runs in the sec- 
ond, when Kushi hit a two-run single. The 
final run came in the fourth when Dan 
Larrow and Hanley both doubled. 


Adams scored on a pair of bases-loaded 
walks in the fourth and on Dan Goodman’s 
solo homer in the sixth. 

Small, Kushi and Hanley each had two of 
Pittsfield’s 10 hits,and Kushi drove in three 
runs. Adams starter Russ Belanger took the 
loss. 


North 13, North Adams 12 


CHESHIRE — Clay Pierce’s infield single 
scdfed P.J. Reilly with the winning run in 
the bottom of the sixth inning and lifted 
Pittsfield North to its high-scoring win over 
North Adams in the age 9-10 tournament. 

Trailing 11-6, North Adams rallied for six 
runs in the top of the sixth to take a 12-11 


lead. Zack Braman had the big hit in the 
inning, a double that plated the tying and 
go-ahead runs. 

North came storming back, and pulled 
out the win when Reilly beat the throw to 
the plate on a very close play. - 

Pierce and Charly Bashara, who each 
pitched three innings, had three hits each 
for North. Nate Gerard and Jason Engwe 
had three hits each for North. Adams. i 


Lanesboro 9, South Red 5 


Leading 4-1 after 31 innings before the 
game was suspended because of rain 
Thursday, Lanesboro scored five times in 
the bottom of the fourth yesterday and 
withstood a five-run sixth inning by South 
to pick up the win. 

P.J. Kasuba had the big hit in the five- 
run inning for Lanesboro, a two-run double. 

Dan Haddad a two-run triple and Adam 
Simeone a run-scoring single in the South 
sixth. 

Mike Larson pitched the final three in- 
nings for Lanesboro, fanning three. Dave 
Glass and Brent Burke both pitched for 
Pittsfield. | 


, 
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Lee, Pittsfield West 
9- 10 Little League Piva 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


CHESHIRE — One team did it the hard way and 
one did it the easy way, but Lee and the Pittsfield 
West White team both posted victories yesterday 
to advance to today’s championship ‘game of the 
Berkshire County Jimmy Fund age 9-10 Little 
League baseball tournament. 

Lee got an RBI single from Andy Fresia with 


. two outs in the last inning, his fourth hit and 


fourth RBI of the game, to snap a 9-9 tie and 


_ carry Lee to a 10-9 win over Dalton-Hinsdale in 


one semifinal. 
In the other game, Mike Cullen, Tucker Sheran 
and Dan Harrington combined to pitch a two- 


hitter and strike out 11 as the Pittsfield West 
_White team downed Lanesboro 13-3 in a game 


halted in the fifth inning by the 10-run mercy 
rule. 7 
West and Lee will meet today at 12:30 at the 
Cheshire Little League field for the champion- 
ship. 


Lee 10, Dalton-Hinsdale 9 


This game was a wild one, as Dalton-Hinsdale 
rallied from.an early 8-2 deficit to tie the game 8- 
8 despite getting only four hits, while Lee 
mounted an 11-hit attack and survived a base- 
running mistake that erased two runs. 

Dalton-Hinsdale jumped ahead 2-0 in the top of 
the first, as. Mike Shea’s RBI bunt ended up 
producing two runs. Lee came back with four in 
the bottom of the first, when Fresia delivered his 
first RBI single. | 

Lee made it 8-2 with four runs in the second, as 
Fresia delivered a two-run single and Tyler Perry 
singled home another run. Dalton-Hinsdale came 
right back to tie it in the third, scoring six runs, 
even though RBI singles by Shea and Sean 
Stokes were the only hits of the inning. 

Lee went back ahead when Perry singled and 
scored on a bases-loaded walk in the bottom of 
the third, but Dalton-Hinsdale’s Brad Duncan 


ae 


reach 
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doubled home a run in the fourth to tie it again, 
9-9. 

Lee appeared to go ahead in the bottom of the — 
fourth when Mike Pleu singled to right field and 
two runs crossed the plate. But Pleu missed first © 
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-base, he was called out on an appeal to end the | 


inning, and the runs were erased. 3 
Pleu made amends in the winning rally, how- 
ever. After David Lewis walked and Travis San- 
tolin singled, Pleu hit an infield single to load the 
bases with one out. Brian Delmolino grounded 
back to the mound to force Lewis at home, but 
Fresia singled to center field to score Santolin 
with the game winner. | 
Delmolino and Perry each had two hits for Lee. 
Delmolino, Perry and Pleu eached pitched two 
innings, combining for 10 strikeouts. Shea had 
two hits for Dalton-Hinsdale. Brian Kulpa started — 
on the mound, Nick Person struck out five in the — 
middle three innings and Chris Cyr finished for 

Dalton-Hinsdale. nies 


West 13, Lanesboro 3 


Cullen struck out three in two innings, Sheran 
fanned five in two innings and Harrington struck 
out three in his inning for Pittsfield West White, — 
which was in command after a six-run second . 
inning. 

West didn’t get any hits in its big inning, which 
featured five walks and numerous errors. Cullen 
singled home a run and Adam O’Brien doubled 
home another to make it 8-0 in the third. West 
led 9-3 heading into the fifth, when Chris Phi- 
llips’ two-run single highlighted a four-run inning 
that ended the scoring. 

Lanesboro got an unearned run in the third 
and Jake Williams and Mike Larson had back-to- 
back singles — their team’s only hits — during a 
two-run fourth. : 

Cullen had a single, double and three RBIs and 
O’Brien a single, double and two RBIs to lead 
West’s eight-hit attack. Williams, Devin Rock and 
Colin McCarthy pitched for Lanesboro. 
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‘city crown, 


North champion Elks Club and 
West champion Jimmy’s Res- 
taurant battled well past sun- 
down Wednesday night for the 
Pittsfield Little League city 


ea ee 


- 


-Elks Club wins ~ 


6-3 | 


Little League 


championship at the Brown 
Street Field, before the game 
was suspended after nine in- 
ae because of darkness tied 

In last night’s continuation, 
Elks Club scored three times in 
the top of the 10th and survived 
a last-inning threat by Jimmy’s 
to post a 6-3 win and clinch the 
city title. _ | | 

“It looked like we were ready 
to play again tonight,” said 31- 
year Elks Club coach Jack 
Hogan, whose team won the city 
title for the fourth time, but 
first since 1986. “These kids 
played with their hearts. It’s 


funny, the North hadn’t won the | 


city title in 25 years, and now 
we've had the city champ the 
last three years in a row.” 

In the North Adams age 9-10 
Little League Tournament, 
Pittsfield North survived a five- 
run sixth inning rally to elimi- 
nate Cheshire 7-6 last night at 
Fallon Field. 


_ Elks come out Swinging 


PITTSFIELD — In the top of 
the 10th, Elks winning pitcher 
Steve Papa led off with a walk 
and stole second. Paul Boyd 
followed with a base hit off 
Jimmy’s reliever Huck Correia 
that scored Papa with the go- 
ahead run. Justin Coniglio fol- 


lowed with an RBI double, and — 


came around to score on a base 
hit by Brandon Price. 

Jimmy’s threatened in the 
bottom of the 10th when Scott 


Adriance led off with a single 
and Dan Harrington walked 
with two outs. But Papa got 
Nick Contenta to ground out to 
shortstop to end the game. : 

“I was glad that we scored 
more than just one run in thé 
10th,” said Papa, who pitched 
the final four innings, allowing 
just one hit and fanning four. “I 
was still pretty nervous. when 
mee came up, because he can 
i EY 

Papa and Coniglio each had 
two hits for Elks. Contenta had 
two hits and three RBI for 
Jimmy’s. : 


Pittsfield North 7, Cheshire 6. 


NORTH ADAMS — After fall- 
ing behind 1-0 in the first in: 
ning, Pittsfield scored twice in 
the third on an RBI double by 
Kevin Robinson and an infield 
error. North added another run 
in the third, and opened up a 7- 
1 lead with four more runs in 
the fourth, when Charlie Bash- 
ara had a two-run triple and 
Steve Chamberlain a two-run 
single. : 

Cheshire made it interesting 
in its final at bat. Travis Poirot 
doubled in two runs and three 
more runs scored on_ bases- 
loaded walks before TJ. Reilly 
came on in relief for North and 
struck out the final two hitters 


to end the game. | 
_ Chamberlain and Bashara 


each had two hits for Pittsfield 
North. Justin Bliel and Poirot 
each had two hits for Cheshire. © 


y 





All eyes follow the loose ball, as North Adams runner Josh Card, right, steals second while Amherst shortstop | 


Bob McDonough / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Devin Tomlinson (30) and second baseman Stuard Handel (2) ponder their next move in fifth inning of last 
night’s Little League playoff game at Deming Field. 


N. Adams, Boillat zero in again 


¢ 


/ 


Little Leaguers advance with 10-0 win-over Amherst 


. By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Just imagine if Jesse 
Boillat hadn’t slept wrong on his pitching 
shoulder. 

Boillat, who had fired a perfect game in 
Monday’s 10-0 District 1 championship 
victory over Pittsfield South, was on the 
mark again last night, hurling a two-hit 
shutout as his North Adams. all-star 
squad posted another 10-0 win, this time 
over District 2 champion Amherst in 

their Little League sub-regional game at 
Deming Field. 


Little League champs 


The Pittsfield West White team defeated Lee recently to 
win the championship of the Berkshire County Jimmy 
Fund age 9-10 Little League baseball tournament in 
Cheshire. Team members are, from left: FRONT ROW — 
' Matt Shaffer, Andy Pope, Shane Conrow, Eric Perrault, 


Boillat’s teammates, Matt Luczynski 
and Nick Randall, the Nos. 4 and 5 hit- 
ters in the lineup, combined to go 8-for-8 
and drove in eight runs to lead a 14-hit 


attack in support of their big, hard- 
throwing righthander. 


Back at Deming Monday | 


Next for North Adams will be the re- 
gional final Monday at 5:30 p.m. at Dem- 
ing, against the winner of the District 3- 
District 4 playoff game that will be 
played today. Monday’s winner advances 
to the state championship tournament 


Aug. 1 and 2 at Parkway Little League in 
West Roxbury. 

Boillat, buoyed for the second straight 
game by a 3-0 lead in the first inning, 
wasnt quite perfect last night, but he 
was close gnough. He set the tone by 
striking out the first three batters he 
faced, and escaped his only jam in the 
second, when he gave up a two-out single 
and two walks to load the bases before 
striking out No. 9 hitter Zack Lieberman 
to end the threat. 


Otherwise, Boillat allowed only four 
LITTLE, continued on C3 


North Adams runner Matt Luczynski is wel 
Bombard as he scores in first inning of last night’s 
Luczynski went 4-for-4 and drove in five runs. 


a! Little from Cl 


more base runners (two hit bat- 
ters, another walk and a 
eatcher’s interference call), and 
no other Amherst runner got 
past second base. 


Boillat, who pitched the first 
four innings with a bandage on 
his sore right (pitching) elbow, 
was sharp despite his overnight 


shoulder episode. 
“T slept on the shoulder 


wrong last night and had to. get 
the knot out,” Boillat said. 
Amherst clearly was not in its 
top form, just one day after 
struggling ‘through a two-day, 
13-inning battle with Westfield 


‘North. Those two teams went. 


Gi innings Wednesday, then 
continued into the 13th Thurs- 
day before Amherst pulled out 
an 8-7 win. 


Pittsfield South team 


wins 9-0 


“Pye been making a lot of 
phone calls to find out about 
this team, and I expected them 
to come in swinging,” North 
Adams coach Jerry Engwer said. 
“T saw some of the big scores 
they've been racking up, but 
they came in tired from that 13- 
inning game.” 


Wasting no time 


North Adams wasted no time 
jumping on Amherst. lefty 
starter Valerian Curd. Jeff 
Bourdon opened the game with 
4 solid single to left, and was 
forced at second by Adam Gar- 


ner. Boillat reached when his. 


hard shot to shortstop was 
mishandled for an error, and 
both runners advanced on a 
passed ball. Luezynzki brought 
home the first run when he beat 
out a grounder to the shortstop 
hole, and Randall followed with 
a two-run double up the middle. 


in N.A. ey 


NORTH ADAMS — Winning 


Bob McDonough 


eleomed home by assistant coach Ray La- 
10-0 Little League win, over Amherst. 


) 


In the third, Boillat doubled 
up the middle and scored when 
Luczynski hit a sharp single off 
the shortstop’s foot. Luezynski 
added a two-run single in the 
fourth to make it 6-0. Josh 
Card’s speed made it 7-0 in the 
fifth, as he walked, stole second 
and. third and scored on a 
throwing error. 

North Adams closed out the 
scoring in the sixth when Boil- 
lat drilled a one-out triple off 
the right-center-field fence, and 
Luezynski, Randall and Kevin 
Lamb followed with RBI singles. 

Luezynski went 4-for-4 with 
five RBIs and Randall went A. 
for-4 and drove in three runs. 

The only hits off Boillat came 
when Brendan McKinney hit an 
opposite-field single just out of 
the reach of shortstop Bourdon 
in the second, and when Devin 
Tomlinson reached on catcher’s 
interference in the third. 


nt 
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mele at ae a 
Michael Martin, Josh Aricio and Mark Loehr. BACK ROW 


Colin Tierney, Adam O’Brien, assistant coach Dan Sheran 
and manager Bill Loehr. | 


— Assistant coach Mike Cullen, Jason Krieger, Mike 
Cullen, Tucker Sheran, Chris Phillips, Dan Harrington, 


pitcher John Pavolko fired three 
shutout innings and aided his 
own cause with a single and a 
double, while teammate Zack 
Wallace drove in two runs last 
night as Pittsfield South re- 
mained unbeaten in the North 
Adams Little League age 9-10 
tournament with a 9-0 win over 
Lanesboro. 


The tournament continues 
today with two games, as Pitts- 
field West battles Lee in a win- 
ner’s bracket game at noon and 
Lanesboro plays North Adams 
in a loser’s bracket elimination 
game at 3 p.m. 


Last night, Pittsfield South 
took command with a five-run 
first inning, even though there 
were no hits in the inning. 
Three walks, two errors and 
some wild pitches contributed 
to the scoring. 

South made it 8-0 with three 


Little League 


runs in the third, when Pavolko 
doubled, Chris Barber tripled 
him home, Wallace doubled 
home Barber and Wallace 
scored on an error. 

Singles by Pavolko, Barber 
and Wallace produced the final 
run in the fourth. 

Pavolko, Wallace and Barber 
each had two of South’s seven 
hits, and right fielder Kyle 
DiOrio made a spectacular slid- 
ing catch to end the third in- 
ning. Pavolko and Chris Mc- 
Donald each pitched three 
shutout innings for South, 
combining for a three-hitter 
with eight strikeouts. 

Jake Williams, who went the 
first 214% innings, took the loss 
for Lanesboro. Nate Newton 
went the last 224, striking out 
four and allowing only one run. 
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By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


NORTH ADAMS — The North 
Adams ages 9-10 Little League 
tournament at Fallon Field has 
come down to a round-robin in- 
volving three Pittsfield teams. 

In last night’s games, Chris 
Barber and Devin Mackey each 
had two hits as defending 
champion Pittsfield South sur- 
vived a late scare to edge Pitts- 
field West 5-4 in'’a winner’s 
bracket game. 

In the loser’s bracket, Pitts- 
field North beat North Adams 7- 
4 in the continuation of Mon- 
day’s suspended ' game. 


Tonight, Pittsfield North will 
play Pittsfield West at 5:30 p.m. 
The winner will play Pittsfield 
South for the championship of 
the double-elimination tourna- 
ment tomorrow. If necessary, a 
second championship game will 
take place Friday. 


South 5, West 4 
Pittsfield South led 3-0 after 


Team members are, 
Toth, Shane C 
Arico and Mark Loe 


from 


w, Erik Breault, Mi- 
ok L hr. BACK ROW — 


Little League 


three innings, and 5-1 after five. 
But Pittsfield West rallied in the 
top of the sixth, scoring three 
runs in its last at bat. 

In the sixth, Pittsfield West 
loaded the bases with one out 
when Justin Mitchell singled to 
center and Jason Krieger and 
Mark Loehr reached on bunt 
singles. 


Michael Cullen then reached 
on an outfield error which al- 
lowed Mitchell and Krieger to 
score and brought West within 
0-3. Next batter Adam O’Brien 
grounded out, but Loehr scored 
to make it 5-4. Tucker Sheran 
and Dan Harrington both 
walked to load the bases again. 
But Dempsey Quinn fouled out 
to first to end the game. 

Chris MacDonald, who al- 
lowed four hits, walked three 
and struck out five in the final 
three innings, received a save. 


Assistant coach Mike Cullen, 


eran, Chris Phillips, 


Tucker Sh 
Tierney, 
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Pittsfield teams will decide tourney > 


Starter and winner John Pov- 
olko allowed one hit, walked 
one and struck out four in the 
first three innings. 


Harrington, Pittsfield West’s 
starting pitcher, allowed six 
hits, walked none and _ struck 
out three in the first three in- 
nings to take the loss. Cullen 
walked one and struck out two 
for Pittsfield West inthe fourth 
and fifth. 3 

Pittsfield South took its 3-0 
lead in the bottom of the third. 
Matt Jamula singled in Ian 
Nelson, who had doubled, then 
scored on a wild pitch. Mike 
Wixsom then singled, and 
scored on Chris Barber’s two-out 
RBI single. 

West cut South’s lead to 3-1 in 
the top of the fifth when Loehr 
walked, and scored on Har- 
rington’s infield single. 

South then added its final two 
runs in the bottom of the fifth. 


Pittsfield No. 7, N. Adams 4 
Pittsfield North was leading 6- 


NS Sk — = 


SSH 


3 Monday when rain suspended 
play with two out in the bottom 
of the fourth. Each team added — 
a run yesterday when play. re-~- 
sumed. " 
North Adams pulled within 6-7 
4 in the top of the fifth. Jason 
Engwar singled with two out, 
went to third on wild pitch, and - 
scored on Nate Girard’s single. 


But Pittsfield North com- ' 
pleted the scoring in the bottom 
of the frame when Matt Pride’s 
bases-loaded walk scored Kevin 
Haughey from third base. 


Danny Whalen had three hits 
and two RBIs for Pittsfield 
North, including a single in the 
fifth yesterday. T.J. Reilly had 
two hits and two RBIs. 

Charley Beshara, who hurled 
the final two innings for Pitts- 
field North, was the winning 
pitcher. Girard, who pitched the 
last two innings for North Ad- 
ams, took the loss. 


Girard and Engwar each had- 
two hits. 
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Rick Eggleston/North Adams Transcript 


Lanesboro first baseman Mike Larson slaps the tag on Pittsfield South baserunner Tim Burns for an 
unassisted out in the-second inning of Friday's Round Robin Little League game at Fallon Field. Back- 


ing him up on the play is second baseman Nicole Unis. 


hay 
Pittsfield South blanks Lanesboro, 


By RICK EGGLESTON 
North Adams Transcript 


NORTH ADAMS — Moving 
right along in the grand scheme 
of things Friday at Fallon Field, 
Lanesboro became the final 


‘ North Berkshire connection in 


the North Adams 9-10 All-Star 
Tournament to be knocked out of 
the winner’s bracket. 


NA 9-10 TOURNEY 


Blanked by defending Round 
Robin champion Pittsfield South, 
9-0, Lanesboro sent just 23 bat- 
ters to plate yesterday, while de- 
fensively it shined down the 
Stretch, staving off mercy-rule 
defeat by turning it some great 
plays. 

The loss moves Lanesboro in- 
to the loser’s bracket, and is 
where it will face North Adams 
today at 3 p.m. at Fallon Field. 

Jumping out to a 5-0 lead in 
the first inning, Pittsfield went 
quietly in the second inning be- 
fore striking for three more runs 
in the third and another in the 
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fourth. 
Lanesboro, meanwhile, 


couldn’t get much going from the 
start, and went 1-2-3 in the first 
inning. 

Despite leaving runners in 
scoring position three times dur- 
ing the game, it mostly came 
with two outs in favor of Pitts- 
field, which had right-hander 
John Provolko picking up the 
win following his solid first three 
innings pitched. 

Provolko struck out three, and 
made way for reliever Chris 
MacDonald in the fourth. Mac- 
Donald, who also fanned three, 
notched the save. 

The. battery for Lanesboro in- 
cluded Jake Williams getting the 
start on the hill for the All-Stars, 
and after being tabbed for eight 
runs — only six earned — on 
just four hits, turned the ball over 
to Nate Newton with two outs in 
the bottom of the third inning. 

After Pittsfield lead-off man 
MacDonald reached on a field- 
er’s choice, Newton got Kyle 
Dioro to smack a hard, high fly 
bail which was hauled in beauti- 


CY 
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| 
fully by leaping Lanesboro left | 
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fielder Phil Sullivan to end the 
inning. | 

Sullivan’s acrobatics, howev 

er, was just a sampling of Lanes- 
boro’s great plays on defense. 

Earlier, when Newton was at 
shortstop, he robbed Dioro of a 
sure hit with his stab of a fast- 
sinking line drive to help send 
the Pittsfield side in order in the 
second. 

Finally it was Nicole Unis’ 
stellar play at second base all 
game long which saw her making 
a great fading catch for the first 
out in the fourth. 

About the only place Lanes- 
boro came up short on the high- 
light reel was on offense, as Pro- ' 
volko and MacDonald limited 
Lanesboro to just three hits on 
the day. 

Williams reached with his sin- 
gle to left to’start off the second, 
advancing to second on an Unis’ 
perfectly placed sacrifice bunt 
out in front of the plate. 


ePlease see LANESBORO, B6 





By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


NORTH ADAMS — Rain in- 
terrupted play in the North Ad- 
ams ages 9-10 Little League 
tournament at Fallon Field 
again last night. This time, the 
wet weather forced the suspen- 
sion of last night’s loser’s 
bracket game between Pittsfield 
North and North Adams. 


The game was suspended with 
two out in the bottom of the 
fourth inning and Pittsfield 
North leading 6-3. Pittsfield 
North had scored four runs in 
the bottom of the fourth to take 


. Little League 


the lead when rain suspended 
play. 

The game will resume from 
where it left off at 4 p.m. today. 
Following the completion of the 
suspended game, Pittsfield 
South and Pittsfield West will 
play in a winner’s bracket game. 
The winner of that game will 
earn a berth in the finals, which 
take place later this week. 


Dan Whalen had two hits in 
the first four innings for Pitts- 
field North, which took a 2-0 
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lead in the bottom of the first. 

Leadoff batter Clayton Pierce 
doubled and went to third on 
Charley Beshara’s double. 
Pierce scored on Ed Pezzee’s 
ground out. Whalen’s bunt sin- 
gle plated Beshara. 

In the third, North Adams 
rebounded to go up 3-2. Jim 
Ciepela walked, and later scored 
on a balk. Nate Girard and Colin 
Downey singled in the other two 
runs. 

Pittsfield North then re- 
bounded in the fourth. Pezzee 
reached on an error and scored 
on Whalen’s single. After Kevin 
Haughey walked, Kevin Rob- 


sfield North rally 


Rain interrupts Pitt 


inson reached on a fielder’s 
choice which scored Whalen and 
made it 4-3. T.J. Reilly then 
reached on an infield single. A 
throwing error on Reilly’s hit 
allowed two more runs to score. 

Reilly advanced to third on 


the error. After next batter 


Pierce walked, play was sus- 
pended. 

For Pittsfield North, starting 
pitcher Pierce allowed four hits 
in the first three innings, 
walked one and struck out one. 
Jason Engwer allowed four hits 
in three innings for North Ad- 
ams, walked one and struck out 
three. 
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Pittsfield West, North Adams win _—- Pittsfield West forces showdown 


NORTH ADAMS — Pittsfield 
West and North Adams both 
advanced in the North Adams 
age 9-10 Little League tourna- 


ment at Fallon Field yesterday 


by posting 10-run victories. 

West scored 13 runs in the 
fourth and fifth innings to erase 
a 4-3 deficit and hand Lee its 
first loss, 16-6. In the loser’s 
bracket, North Adams used an 
eight-run fourth to eliminate 
Lanesboro 12-2. Both games 
were called after five innings 
because of the 10-run mercy 
rule. : 

With the victory, Pittsfield 
West advances to a quarterfinal 
match with Pittsfield South. 
The date of that game will be 
determined this week. North 
Adams will face the winner of 
today’s game between Pittsfield 
North and Lee tomorrow at 5:30 
p.m. 


Pittsfield West 16, Lee 6 


Winning pitcher Mike Cullen 
had three hits for Pittsfield 
West, including a double and 


triple, and one RBI. On the | 


mound, Cullen allowed three 
runs and four hits over the final 
three innings, walked two and 
struck out four. 

Dan Harrington and Tucker 
Sheran also pitched for Pitts- 
field West. 

For Pittsfield West, Josh Arico 
had three hits, including a two- 
run double in the fourth, and 
four RBIs. Mark Loehr added 


two hits and three RBIs, while . 


Justin Mitchell had two _ hits. 


Jason Krieger also had a two-:. 


¥ 


9-10 Little League 


run double in the fourth for 
Pittsfield West. The winners 
scored three runs in the first, 
eight in the fourth and five in 


-the fifth. 


For Lee, starting pitcher Mi- 
chael Pleu had an RBI double 
in the third, the inning in which 
Lee scored all its runs. Pleu al- 
lowed four hits, walked three 
and struck out two in three in- 
nings. Tyler Perry, who pitched 
the final two innings, took the 
loss. 


N. Adams 12, Lanesboro 2 


North Adams, which scored one 
run in the first and three in the 
third before its eight-run fourth. — 


Starting pitcher Braman al-: 


lowed one hit in the first three”: 


innings, walked three and 
struck out six. Lanesboro scored | 
twice in the third, but both runs 


were unearned. Girard walked 


one and struck out three in the 
final three innings. 


For Lanesboro, starter and 
loser Mike Larson allowed six 
hits in three innings, walked 
none and struck out six. Nate 
Newton and Stephen Boeh- 


ringer also pitched for Lanes- 


boro. 


Zack Braman and Nate Girard 
combined on a one-hitter for 


third. 


Larson had Lanesboro’s lone ~ 
hit, a two- 


n single in the 


riley an 


West stars win 16-6, 
reach N. Adams final 


NORTH ADAMS — The Pitts- 
field West all-stars took a major 
step toward their second major 
title of the summer, whipping 
Pittsfield North 16-6 last night 
to reach the championship 
game of the North Adams age 9- 
10 Little League baseball tour- 
nament. 

With the win, West earns a 
berth in today’s 5:30 p.m. final 
at Fallon Field against unbeaten 
Pittsfield South. If South wins, 
it takes the title. If West win, it 
forces a winner-take-all final 
tomorrow at noon at Fallon 
Field. South posted a 5-4 win 
Tuesday over West, which ear- 
lier won the Berkshire County 
Jimmy Fund tournament in 
Cheshire. . 


Sheran, Harrington shine 


Last night, Tucker Sheran led 
a group of heroes for Pittsfield 
West, pitching the first three 
innings to earn the win and 
contributing four hits, including 
two doubles, and four RBIs to 
lead his team’s 13-hit attack. 

Dan Harrington, who struck 
out seven over the final three 
innings, added two hits and two 
RBIs, Chris Phillips had three 
hits and two RBIs and Adam 


Little League 


O’Brien two hits for West. She- 
ran and Harrington combined to 
pitch a five-hitter, striking out 
nine and walking only one. 


O’Brien doubled and Har- | 


rington added an RBI single in 
West’s two-run first. West made 
it 5-0 in the second, when 
O’Brien doubled home a run 
and Sheran and Phillips added 
RBI singles. It was 9-0 in the 
top of the third, when Phillips’ 
RBI triple highlighted a four- 
run rally. 


Brandon Price belted a grand 
slam over the left field fence in 
the bottom of the third for 
North, cutting the deficit to 94. 
But West iced the win with a 
six-run fifth, when RBI doubles 
by Sheran and Harrington were 
the key blows and Dempsey 
ita added a run-scoring sin- 
gle. 

Dan Whalen had two bunt 
singles for North. The loss went 
to starter Clayton Pierce, the. 
first of four North pitchers who 
combined to strike out 10 and 


walk at y/ / ce °) 


N. Adams Little League final today after win over South . 


NORTH ADAMS — Pittsfield West won 
Round 1. : 

Round 2, for all the marbles, will be to- 
day. 

Pittsfield West, emerging from the loser’s 
bracket, rolled to a 9-2 win over defending 
champion Pittsfield South last night, set- 
ting up a winner-take-all final in the North 
Adams age 9-10 Little League baseball 
tournament. The final is scheduled for noon 
today at Fallon Field. 


Tucker Sheran and Dan Harrington, who 
had combined to pitch a five-hitter and rap 
out six hits the day before against Pittsfield 
North, did the job again last night.. They 
combined on a seven-hitter while contrib- 
uting four hits to help lead an 11-hit attack 


as West avenged an earlier 5-4 loss to 
South, and handed their fellow Pittsfield 
team its first loss in the double-elimination 
tournament. 


Pittsfield: West is seeking to add the 
North Adams title to its earlier champion- 
ship in the Berkshire County Jimmy Fund 
Tournament in Cheshire. 


Last night, West built a 7-0 lead in the 
first 31/2 innings and never looked back. 


West scored four times in the third in- 
ning, when Chris Phillips belted a homer 
over the left center-field fence, Matt Shaf- 


‘fer contributed an RBI single and Sheran 
doubled. West got three more in the fourth, 


when Mark Loehr singled and scored on an 
error, Sheran hit a sacrifice fly and Har- 


Pittsfield West forces showdown 
for tourney title with 9-2 win 


NORTH ADAMS — Pittsfield 
West forced a one-game show- 
down for the North Adams 9-10- 
year-old Little League Tourna- 
ment championship by defeating 
Pittsfield South, 9-2, Friday at 
Fallon Field. 


The two teams will meet again 
today at noon for the tournament 
championship, That game will 
also be played at Fallon Field. 


Friday, West broke open 4 
scoreless tie with a four-run third 
inning that featured Chris 
Phillips’ solo home run to left- 
center field. 


Tucker Sheran picked up the 
win for West, pitching three in- 


Sheran, 
Phillips had two hits each for the 
winners. Dempsey Quinn added 
an RBI triple. 


field South. 


nings, allowing three hits and 
one walk while striking out two. 


Dan Harrington went the final 
three innings, allowing three hits 
and walking no one while strik- 
ing out three. 


John Pouolko, Chris McDon- 
ald and Matt Jamula each pitched 
for Pittsfield South. 


Harrington and 


Matt DeWolff and Chris Bar- 
ber had me / for Pitts- 


0 ee 


rington singled and scored on a throw dur- | 
ing a stolen base play. Sheran tripled and 
Dempsey Quinn doubled in a two-run sixth 
inning. é 
South scored in the fourth, when Chris 
MacDonald singled and scored on a wild | 
pitch, and in the fifth, when Matt DeWolf 
tripled and Josh Mucia singled him home. 
Sheran, Harrington, Phillips and Quinn — 
each had two hits for West, which didn’t 
commit an error in the field. Winning 
pitcher Sheran hurled three shutout in- 
nings, striking out two, and Harrington .. 
went the last three, striking out three and ° 
walking none. 
John Povolka, who pitched the first three 
innings for South, took the loss. MacDonald 
and Matt Jamula followed on the mound. 
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it’s time to celebrate for the Pittsfield West age 9-10 Little League all-stars, as Colin Tierney, second from right 
th helmet, is congratulated by teammates and coaches after his seventh-inning single lifted his team to a 9-8 
a over Pittsfield South in the championship game of the North Adams tournament yesterday. 


ittsfield West wins dramatic final 
Down 8-1, Little Leaguers pull out N. Adams title, 9-8 


By Bob McDonough 
_ Berkshire Eagle Staff 


. NORTH ADAMS =~ Maybe things had 

been coming a little too easy for the 
c Pittsfield West age 9-10 Little League all- 
r stars. 


After all, they had swept through the 
Berkshire County Jimmy Fund tourna- 
ment last month in Cheshire, and routed 
Lee 10-0 in the final. Then they had 


remarkable comeback to pull out a 9-8 
win in seven innings, putting a spectac- 
ular exclamation point to the end of the 
Berkshire County summer youth base- 
ball season. | 
Colin Tierney, who had come off the 
bench to deliver the tying run with an 
infield single’ in the sixth inning, 
launched a pop-fly single over second 
base to score Mark Loehr from third base 
with one out in the seventh as West de- 


so I was thinking, ‘T’ve got to win it.’ ” 


“This one’s a lot better, because this 
game was so close and we had to pull it 
out like this,” said West manager Bill 
Loehr, comparing this win to the Chesh- 
ire title, where the championship game 
was halted by the 10-run mercy rule. “If 
any team can come back, it’s this team. 
We had some big innings in the Cheshire 
tournament, They just don’t give up. It’s 
a great bunch of kids.” 


outscored their five opponents in the 
North Adams tournament 54-21, slipping 
only in a 5-4 loss to Pittsfield South on 
Tuesday. | 


_ So yesterday they made it exciting, 
‘potting Pittsfield South an 8-1 lead 


prough 2!4 innings, then mounting a 


<7 


throned the defending tournament 
champions before a crowd of about 100 at 
Fallon Field. 

“This feels great,” said Tierney, after 
being mobbed by jubilant teammates and 
coaches who stormed the field after his 
game-winning hit. “I tied it in the sixth, 
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Big innings were the key yesterday, as 
South jumped on West starter Tucker 
Sheran for seven runs in the third, 
Snapping a 1-1 tie to take an 8-1 lead, 
while West scored five in the fourth to 
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get back in the game at 8-7. 

West scored first, when She- 
ran singled and later scored on 
a single by Dan Harrington that 
resulted in an error. 

The inning could have been 
bigger, but leadoff man Adam 
O’Brien was thrown out at third 
trying to stretch a double, as 
right fielder John Pavolko re- 
layed to second baseman Mike 
Wixsom to third baseman Kyle 
Diorio. It was one of several 
outstanding defensive plays by 
South, including a shoe-top grab 
of a line drive by first baseman 
Ian Nelson and a long running 
catch by center fielder Matt 
Jamula. 


Defense fails West 


South tied it in the second on 
a pair of West errors, then capi- 
talized on more defensive lapses 
in its seven-run third, when 11 
batters came to the plate. 
Leadoff man Matt DeWolf 
reached third on an outfield er- 
ror and score on an infield chop 
by Tim Burns. Burns scored on 
a pair of wild pitches. With two 
outs, singles by Zack Lawless, 


‘Kent Arambula and Devin 


Mackey loaded the bases, and 
all three scored when Chris 
MacDonald’s outfield fly was 
dropped. A wild pitch scored 
MacDonald. 

“We usually play good de- 
fense, but the two games we’ve 
lost, we didn’t play well defen- 
sively,” Loehr said. 


West mounts comeback 


Harrington and Jason Krieger 
blanked South the rest of the 
way, however, as West mounted 
its comeback. 

O’Brien singled and scored in 
the. third, then West batted 
around in the five-run fifth, 
making it 8-7. Justin Mitchell 
singled and Dempsey Quinn 
doubled to open the inning, and 
Erik Breault bunted home a 
run. An error plated Quinn and 
O’Brien’s sacrifice fly delivered 


Breault. Sheran then walked, 


advanced on Harrington’s single 


and scored during an inning- 
ending rundown play. 

West tied it in the fifth when 
Josh Arico beat out an infield 
chopper, went to third on an 
error and scored. on Tierney’s 
infield single. 

Krieger, pitching his first in- 
ning of the tournament, retired 
South without trouble in the 
seventh to earn the victory, 
helped by Quinn who threw out 


a runner trying to steal second 


after a walk. ‘ 

In the bottom of the seventh 
Loehr drew a one-out walk and 
advanced to third on two wild 
pitches, then scored easily on 
Tierney’s single. 


Heroes from the bench 


For a team that relied heavily 
on the pitching and hitting of 
Sheran and Harrington, man- 
ager Loehr was happy to see his 
bench players get some of the 


Berkshire Eagle ay 
Pittsfield West baserunner Adam O’Brien, left, is unable to evade tag by Pittsfield South 
third baseman Kyle Diorio as he tries unsuccessfully to stretch a double in first inning of 
yesterday’s North Adams age 9-10 Little League tournament championship iG 
SHAE. 


“The only trouble with this 
team is trying to get everybody 
in,’ Loehr said. ‘Krieger is our 
No. 4 pitcher, but he pitches in 
the regular season and we have 
confidence in him. ... Tierney, 
he always comes to practice and 
plays hard and never complains 
about his playing time. I 
couldn’t be happier for him.” 

This was the third game of | 
the tournament between the 
two Pittsfield teams. South won 
the first game 5-4 on Tuesday, 
and West forced yesterday’s 
showdown with a 9-2 win 
Friday. 

West had 12 hits yesterday, 
including two singles and a 
double by Harrington (who 
pitched three innings of one-hit, 
shutout ball) and a double and 
single by O’Brien. South had 
seven hits, including a triple by 
Chris Barber and a double by 
DeWolf. Pavolko, the third 
South pitcher, took the loss. 
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isn’t just a beach party for region’s lifeguards 


swimmers at Onota Lake. 


yi 


j 


By Anthony Fyden 

Lifeguards seem to have the ideal 
job: sit on a sunny beach or poolside 
and let the summer drift blissfully 
by. 

But there’s more to the job than 
that. : | 
“It'sabigresponsibility,” said Angi 
Elser, aquatics director at the Pitts- 
field Family YMCA. “You have to be 
really well trained because if some- 


thing happens, you have to act.” 


According to Elser, who was a life- 
guard for four years before taking 
the management position, lifeguards 
often don’t get much respect until 
something goes wrong — and even 
then they sometimes get blamed, 

“Some people think we’re the 
babysitters,” she said. “That's not 
why we're out there.” 

Certified lifeguards undertake a 
five-week course, in which they hone 


~swimming skills, learn life saving 


techniques, CPR and basic first aid. 
The YMCA generally offers the 


enjoy the summer sun while cago an we on course during the fall. Elser said that 


most aspiring lifeguards are high 
school or college age and are inter- 
ested in lifeguarding as a summer 
job. | 

The course costs about $130, she 
added. 

Lifeguards at the city’s two lake 
swimming areas typically work in 
teams, communicating with their 
whistles during emergencies. Two 


‘long whistles, for example, means 
that a lifeguard is going into the wa- ~ 


ter for a rescue; the other lifeguard 
should standby, watch the rest of the 
beach and handle the crowd. 

Elser said she’s handled several 
rescues in her time as a guard. The 


situation that most often leads to 
trouble is whena parentis not closely 
watching a small child. 

Toddlers have a strong desire to 


emulate their older siblings, wading 


right into the water or jumping off of 
a diving board afterthem. 

_ AtOnota Lake on Wednesday, life- 
guards Ryan Barzousky and Casey 
Drury watched abeachcrowded with 
families trying to beat the heat. Both 
are first year life guards. | | 

“It’s been pretty quiet,” Barzousky 
said. “Just a couple of scrapes, noth- 
ing serious.” 

Barzousky, a student at Western 
New England College, “thought it 
would be fun” to bea lifeguard, so he 
got his certification. 

The job has met his expectations. 
“T like it,” he said. “It’s been a good 
year so far.” 

After getting his feo wet at Onota 
Lake, Barzousky said he may apply 
for ajob on an ocean beach next year. 

Drury, a junior at Pittsfield High 
School, enjoys being in the sunshine. 
“I think it’s a greatjob,” she said. “It’s 
good to be outside.” 

Lifeguard pay is generally above 
minimum wage, comparable to most 
other available summer work, Drury 
said. 

Elser said that she can’t imagine a 
better summer job. “I love 
lifeguarding, she said. “It gives youa 
really good feeling when you help 
out on a rescue.” 

And by the way, lifeguarding is 
nothing like the “Baywatch” televi- 
sion show. 

“We have a lot of fun with that,” 
Elser said. “It’s kind of a running 
joke with us.” 








Pittsfield sets Jr. grid sign-up, tryouts 
Pittsfield Junior Football League registration, sponsored by the 
Department of Community Services/Parks and Recreation, will take | 


place between 6 and 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 
_ Aug. 12, at the First Street Common Wis ey gears 

Youngsters who will be 9 years old, but not more than 13 on Sept 
1 are eligible to register. All former players must register this year 

Youngsters who are unable to attend the registration dates can 
register at the Parks and Recreation office at 874 North St. 

Tryouts begin at 6 on Monday, Aug. 19, at the Common. New ~- 
candidates must attend at least one-half of the tryouts to be se- 
lected. All candidates will be placed on a team. 

All players must obtain a medical waiver from a family physician 
in order to play. Each player will be.assessed a $15 equipment fee 
enue ee player also must be accompanied by a par- 

or guardian at registration. | 
been aoe gistration. The season opens on Sept. 20 and 


Information: Department of Community Servi : 
eation, 499-9343. y aes and Rec: 
Rae fb 


é , oad has | A 
Junior football league” l _ Pittsfield Jr. football seeks coaches 
schedules registration 
Registration for the 1997 Pittsfield 
Junior Football League will be held 
Monday and Tuesday from 6-7:30 
p.m. at the First Street-Common. 
Any youngster who will be9 years 
old, but not more than 13 years old 
onSeptember 1, is eligible. Allformer | 
players must register this year. 


The Pittsfield Junior Football League is seeking coaches for the 
upcoming season. There are also openings for youngsters ages 9-14 
who are interested in attending the league tryouts. 


Tryouts will begin on Monday at 6 p.m. at the Pittsiie Common. | 
Information: Pittsfield Parks Dept., 499-9434. aie 


Pittsfield football ticket sale Saturday 


Tryouts will begin on Monday, 


August 18 at 6 p.m. at the Common. — 


New candidates must attend at least 


one half of the tryouts to be selected. | 
All players must obtain a medical — 


waiver froma family physician. Each 
player will be assessed a $15 equip- 
ment fee upon registration and must 


The Pittsfield Junior Football League will hold its annual door-to- 
door ticket sale Saturday from 10 to noon. About 170 players wear- 
ing team Jerseys will be selling season tickets for $1 each. All do- 
nations will help defray the cost of refurbishing football equipment. 

The league, for players ages 9-13, opens with games Sept. 20 and 
21, Saturday games are at Reid Middle School at 10 and 11 am 
with Sunday games at Wahconah Park at 12:30 and 2 p i 


be accompanied by a parent or guard- 
ianatregistration. New players must _ 
bring a birth certificate. 

Preregistration for children who 
can notbe present on the registration | 
dates is available at the Parks & Rec- , 
reation Office at 874 North Stree! \S 3 
For information call 499-9343. 
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Proposed new stadium is voted down ; 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — By a margin 
of nearly two to one, the city’s 
voters yesterday voted “no” on 
a non-binding ballot question 
concerning the proposed con- 
struction of a multipurpose 
stadium in downtown Pittsfield. 

The vote was 3,256 in favor to 
0,094 against. 

“Obviously, I’m _ disap- 
pointed,” Pittsfield Mets Gen- 
eral Manager Rick Murphy said 
last night. “Even though the 
question was non-binding, the 
result was unfortunate in a time 
when we should be thinking 


Vote against was 
0,594 to 3,256. 


and Wahconah streets, are $3.6 
million for site acquisition, $1.9 
million for site preparation and 
$11.3 million for construction. 

The North and Wahconah site 
was judged the best by a com- 
mittee because of its proximity 
to downtown and its potential to 
spur economic development and 
urban renewal. 

Other sites highly rated by 


the General Electric large 
transformer campus on East 
Street. 

The committee also had the 
consultants estimate the cost of 
redeveloping Wahconah Park, 
which presently does not meet 
the minimum requirements 
governing minor league base- 
ball. But consultants have 
warned that fixing up Wah- 
conah — costs range between 
$9.6 million to correct its prob- 
lems and $11.5 million to re- 
build it — would leave the city 
with a flawed facility. 


The stadium question was one 
of three placed on the ballot by 
Councilor at large Peter G. Ar- 


to allow diagonal parking from . 


Park Square to Wahconah 


Street, met with voters’ ap- — 


proval. 


The vote on the question was 
4,597 in favor to 4,419 against. 


Mayor-elect Gerald S. Doyle | 


Jr. said last night that he would 
be willing to consider instituting 
diagonal parking, which existed 
on North Street for many years. 
A third question, which asked 
whether voters approve of pub- 
licly-funded educational oppor- 
tunity grants to parents, which 
would allow them to send their 
children to public, private, sec- 
ular or parochial schools, was 


about the positives in the 
community and thinking in 
terms of the future. ... I’m 
hopeful that with [Mayor-elect |Serve on 
Gerald S. Doyle Jr.], who is a | 
proponent of the stadium, we 

can come together with the City 

Council and put a plan forward 

to make this thing come to fru- 

ition.” 


Pittsfield 


Message tagged out 


Murphy said that despite ef- 
forts to dispel the notion that 
city funds would be the only 
money used to build the facility 
— state and federal assistance 
would be sought — it appears 
that the message didn’t get 
through. 

“The question was loaded 
anyway. It was destined to fail,” 
Murphy said. 

The wording of the: question | 
was: “Do you approve of the 
construction of a multipurpose 
4,500 seat stadium in Pittsfield 
with any city funds?” 

The estimated costs for the 
new facility, which would be 
situated at the corner of North 


the committee included the 


Street, the former naval Re- 


Common on First 


Valentine Road and 
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los. All were non-binding. Only 
one question, which asked 
whether the median strip on 


defeated yesterday. 


4,775 against. 


COUNCIL REPORT 


The vote was 3,960 in favor to | 


Heartened by a presentation from 
a Scituate contractor, city councilors 


Skateboard 


on Wednesday voiced support for a 
downtown skateboard park, 
“I think it needs to happen,” said 
~ Fran Marinaro. “These kids are cry- 
ing out for it.” 
Stephen Berlo of Scituate Concrete 
Pipe said his company has built sev- 
eral parks throughout the region, all 
of which have been wel] received. 


The popularity of ska teboarding and § 


in-line skating continues to growand ¥ 


cities are scrambling to keep up with 
the demand for parks. 

“This sport is not going away,” 
Berlo said. 

Berlo. visited two potential sites 
Wednesday afternoon — on East 
Street at the PHS tennis courts and 
on Appleton Avenueina city-owned 
vacant lot. 

Berlo said that although the East 
Street site could hold a park, he be- 
lieves it is too small. “If you build it, 
they will come, but it will be tight,” 
he said. “You don’t want kids to be 
bored with your parkif you've taken 
the time and money to build it,” 

The Appleton Avenue site would 
have sufficientroom for the prefabri- 


ws 
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Optimistic analysis: Wednesda Y site visit on Appleton Avenue | 


cated concrete “events” —rampsand 
jumps for skating — that would be 
installed, Berlo said. 

Jamie Williamson said the project 
should move forward, with an eye 
toward quality. She noted that Skat- 
ers had long sought a park, attend- 
ing public meetings and showing 
“respect” for the process. “I think we 
Owe it to them to find something 
that’s actually Suitable, not make- 
shift,” she said. 

Several councilors mentioned the 
need for the park to be centrally lo- 
cated. When James Boyle inquired 
about potential liability issues at simi- 


lar parks, Berlo replied that he be- 
lieved the liability issue to be similar 
to any other playground with swing 
sets and other equipment. | 

Berlo added that skaters in desig- 
nated parks suffer fewer injuries since 
the equipment is designed for skat- 
ing and skaters are not always “look- » 
ing over their Shoulder,” for some- 
one who will chase them ouit. 

The park commission has been 
designated to oversee plans for the 
park, although the city council and 
Mayor will handle the funding. Arlos 
has estimated that the Park could be 
built for some $10,000, 


Redesign 
of Park 
Square 


endors 1 d 


By D.R. BahIman eae 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Preliminary 
plans for the improvement of 
Park Square received the en- 
dorsement of the Park Com- 
mission last night. 

However, the commission also 
agreed that it would be unwise 
to aggressively advance the plan 
until additional details emerge 
about the design of a “gateway” 
beautification project proposed 
for South Street between Park 
Square and Route 20. 

Some early versions of the 
gateway design, which is being 
undertaken by students at the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, call for “moving” Park 
Square to the south, and re- 
routing east-west traffic along 


its north side, thus eliminating 


the current circular pattern, 
That idea appeals to commis- 
sion member Ben J. Kaplan, 
who warned against spending 
money on a park whose basic 
configuration may change sub- 
stantially within a few years. 


Unusable island 


Kaplan said that moving Park 
Square to the south, nearly 
flush with Bank Row, would in- 
crease the use of the park and 
improve east-west traffic flow. 

“It’s a damn island,” Kaplan 
said of Park Square. “Who can 
get to it to enjoy it? ... It’s an 
unusable park.”’ 

Commission member Clifford 
J. Nilan agreed that nothing 
Should be done until: all the 
groups that have plans that may 
affect Park Square discuss the 
issues and agree on a strategy. 

The draft plan approved last 
night.calls for renovation of the 
Park Square fountain and sur- 
rounding it with a paved plaza 
that would feature period light- 
ing and benches. The area 
around the Civil War monument 
on the park’s western edge also 
would be surrounded with dec- 
orative paving and benches, 
said Peter Wells of the Berk- 
shire Design Group Inc., the 
Northampton firm commis- 


sioned by the city to draw the — 


plan. 

No cost estimates are avail- 
able because no bids have yet 
been sought. 

Also last night, the commis- 
sion voted to advertise again for 
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To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


stadium wil t Pittsfield <<, 
New stadium will boos Whi 
itors from a plac ee 
eople who patronize “Tes- 
aivants! hotels and store. udig- 
nificantly, the Pittsfield: Mets 
drew 87,000 home fans in 199, 
the largest attraction for. \enter- 
tainment or arts in the city. De by 
As the Mets enter their 10th 
season in Pittsfield, let's help 
tain vistas, an 1,800 them es their nil ee 
RE Oem state i eague n- 
Hohe sale Mored, two magnifi- nae Ces a new mulfi- 
cent lakes, a ski ee ee i a Pittsfield oh 
limits, numerous > a stadium cou i 
parks and playgrounds gt te events as rallies, concerts” aad 
fine attractions as Pee ad Bede festivals and may : p 
shire Museum, Hancoc tional to attract convention groups 2 
Village and the Conte Nation Gum erohante: This importan 
Records Center. ly. within downtown attraction poridealpe 
We have, ne a . few Support local syne an 
cin ae Tata possess high ae a pee ara Bone 
Berane wae, events as ther eom- 
professional ee ee es munity activities. Finally ye 
may not think a . v 155 profes. Will be ensuring ourselves-a. Be 
ten, there are ony f ae ball. (Our children continued ACCESS { 
piney (ais a ae acainse in. the mations; delishttul pastime, 
Out of ae ae ® 155 enjoy stimulating ee ae 
dae anit Bort lTney? to host pepens ee ea a bees 
the nation’s pastime as we do 4 ane field remain among: those 
Pittsfield. In eee Paes -few and select cities oe | 
ae us. the dels ae Spitatela United States that are hdsts to 
SO Se rene professional baseball. ies 


Nbr as 
Mets organization offers signi D. MCGANN 
icant economic benefits to the ae ee ita gue 
city as it draws tourists and vis- Pittsfield, . 30, 


ePark #4), 4% 


bids on an in-line Skating rin 
and new basketball backboard 
at Crane Park, which is situate: 
near the intersection of Spring 
side Avenue and Benedict Road. 

City Councilor Timothy J. 
DiSilva of Ward 2 said that the 
city has earmarked $105,000 for 
the project. The lowest bid re- 
ceived was $123,000, said Di- 
Silva. - : 

It’s likely that the costs can 
be reduced by adjusting the 
specifications for the project, 
DiSilva said. 

In other business last night; 
the commission accepted a 
proposal advanced by City 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos 
concerning the possible con- 
struction of a facility for skate- 
boarders on city-owned land on 
Appleton Avenue behind Pitts- 
field High School. 

The commission recom- 
mended a meeting between 
Community Services Director 


robert S. Mellace, representa- 
ves of the city’s Youth Com- 
mission and skateboarders to 
jiscuss design options. 

In addition, the commission ° 


I am writing, as chairman: of 
the Pittsfield Tourism Commis- 
sion, to encourage residents to 
cast a vote for Pittsfield’s future 
and support a new stadium at 
next Tuesday’s election. We 
have much to be proud of in the 
city of Pittsfield, including glo- 


ee 
= ents Al; 


oriefly discussed a preliminary 


forest plan for Burbank Park’ 
with Edward Denham, a repre.» 
sentative of New England® 
Woodland Management. Conk « 
mission members told Denham; 
— who had asked for general « 
guidance before preparing the, 
plan — that he should focus on : 
strategies to enhance the park's” 
recreational value and protect 
its viahility as a watershed 

ly ler 





Photos by Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Robert B. Skubel, who owns RBS Automotive, said he doesn’t want to lose his business location and thinks 


a stadium would cost the city more than it’s worth. 


Field of dreams or nightmare? — 


Shawn | ampiasi said he has been told his bakery on 
Kents enue wouldn’t have to move. 


Some neighbors leery 
about plan for stadium 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — There’s a public housing project on the 
former site of Ebbets Field, the home of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, in Brooklyn, N.Y. To this day, Brooklynites still 
miss the rickety old stadium, and the baseball team that left 
for Los Angeles 40 years ago. 

In Pittsfield, there’s a neighborhood of older houses that 
could become a 4,500-seat stadium if city leaders can put 
together the $16.8 million in city, state and private money 
to make it happen. 

But a quick and admittedly unscientific survey of the 
neighborhood suggests there are some who oppose the 
transformation of the block between Kent Avenue, Park 
Street, Seymour Street and Wahconah Street into the city’s 
new field of dreams. 

Robert B. Skubel, who owns a car sales and service busi- 
ness on the block, isn’t thrilled about losing his North 
Street location, or about the city’s plans to spend $3 million 
on the proposed stadium. 


‘It’s just frustrating’ 


“It’s just frustrating,” said Skubel, whose business would 
be in the stadium’s right field. “I’ve invested a lot of money 
in this business and lost my marriage because of it. This is 
still a major intersection. I personally think it’s a stupid 
plan — you’ve got a hospital right next door.” 

At tonight’s City Council meeting, Councilor at large Peter 
G. Arlos will submit a petition calling on the city’s media 
outlets to write about the tax revenue that will be lost when 
property is taken for construction of the new stadium. 

Arlos said that the city will lose $3.9 million in property 
values and $72,495 in tax dollars if the plan goes ahead. 
However, he based his figures on the stadium taking up 
Th Le between Madison Avenue and Park Street, while 
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Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Robert Winston stands in front of the house he recently purchased on Seymour Street, . 
unaware that the house could be on the site of a new stadium. 


is Stadium from Bl 


consultants have only pegged 
the parcel between Kent, Wah- 
conah, Seymour and Park. 

But the lost property value 
and tax revenue for that block 
alone is not insignificant. 

According to the Board of As- 
sessors, the property in that 
block is worth $1.9 million, with 
$1.4 million of it taxable. Berk- 
shire Medical Center owns sev- 
eral parcels on the block, but 
those are not taxed because 
BMC, as a not-for-profit corpo- 
ration, is exempt. Most of the 
buildings on the block are taxed 
at the lower residential rate of 
$17.05 per $1,000 of valuation, 
and only a few are taxed at the 
$24.18 per $1,000. commercial 
rate. 


The lost tax revenue for the 


taxable parcels would be 
$29,763.26. That does not in- 
clude any abatements that may 
exist. 

Skubel’s business, RBS Au- 
tomotive, is on one of the 
commercial parcels. “Three in- 


comes come out of this busi- 
ness,” he pointed out. 

As he talked about the sta- 
dium plan and the city’s recent 
spending — he is particularly 
upset about the $380,000 that 
was spent on City Hall Plaza — 
Skubel became angrier. 

‘We don’t have the money,” 
he said. “And this is not exactly 
the best location. We would be 
spending more money than it’s 
worth — and I went to six 
games this year, and not once 
was the stadium full.” 


Of two minds 


Shawn Lampiasi, whose bak- 
ery would sit across from the 
grandstand, said he had been 
told that his brick oven and roll- 
making machines would not 
have to move. He said he is of 
two minds about the stadium 
plans. 


“T’m not sure it’s the best use 
of the city’s money. But then 
again, I run a bakery, what do I 
know?” Lampiasi said. “But if 


they cleaned up the neighbor- 
hood, that would be great.” 

The shooting that injured two 
people took place across from. 
his bakery this past summer. 
But yesterday morning, all was 
quiet on Kent Avenue. And the 
apartment building where the 
shooting took place — then, a 
reputed crack house — is now 
empty. 

Lampiasi said he would like to 

see the money spent to put an 
elevator in the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club, to help folks who can’t 
climb stairs get to the third- 
floor hockey rink. 
_ Farther down Seymour Street, 
Robert Winston said he a new 
stadium would be good for the 
city. But he’s not as certain it 
will be good for him. 

Winston recently purchased a 
house at 88 Seymour for about 
$30,000. But he said he wasn’t 
told by the seller that his new 
home is possibly in the path of 
what some would consider 
progress. A visit by a reporter 
and a photographer was the first 
he’d heard of the stadium plan. 

“No one made me aware,” he 
said. 





By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City 
Council Finance Committee will 
address the $16.8 million ques- 
tion Monday night when it 
takes up a proposed bond au-, 
thorization for a new stadium at: 
the corner of North and Wah-. 
conah streets. * 

If the bond order passes, it 
will mean the city has met the 
conditions of its license agree-, 
ment with the team. That would 
guarantee the Pittsfield Mets 
would play the 1998 season In 
Pittsfield, under the terms of 
the license agreement between 
the city and National Pastime 
Co., the owners of the Pittsfield 
Mets. 

In the agreement, the team 
pledged to stay through the 
1998 season if by Oct. 30 the 
city had a site chosen for the 
new facility, and had funding 
for that new stadium in place. 


Wahconah option 


However, Wahconah Park 
may have one at-bat left. 

City Council president and 
mayoral candidate Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr. said yesterday that he 
has heard from residents who 
have an attachment to the 78- 
year-old. stadium and/or think 
the city can’t afford a new facil- 
ity. In response, Doyle, who has 
been a supporter of the new 
stadium, said he would broach 
the subject of a fully renovated 
Wahconah Park with the Pitts- 
field Mets. 

Doyle also said he believes 
the city could afford a $2 million 
to $3 million share of the $16.8 
million construction cost. But 
he also believes a rebuilt Wah- 
conah Park is worth discussing. 


“Pm looking at a complete 
renovation of the park, remov- 
ing the Mill Street dam [which 
reportedly helps cause annual 

- flooding at the park], paving the 
parking lot, expanding the 
clubhouses, the whole thing,’ 
Doyle said. “I don’t know if it 
would suit the Mets, but if we 
could find a way to renovate 
Wahconah Park and make it 
more a community-wide facility 
for all sports, ’'d be very, very 
interested.” 


‘A Jot of sentiment’ 


Asked if he’d heard from 
supporters of Wahconah Park, 
Doyle said he had. “It’s part of 
our history. I’ve heard a lot of 
sentiment that way,’ he said. 

Fellow mayoral hopeful Henry 
Hebert also has spoken about 
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the Mill Street dam and its im- 
pact on neighborhoods along 
the West Branch of the Hous- 
atonic River. | 

But the team seems less ex- 
cited about proposals to ‘rebuild 
Wahconah. 


Mets General Manager Rick 
Murphy said he wasn’t sure 
what the club’s response to that 
suggestion would be. But he did 


say the concept of a rebuilt’ 


Wahconah had been brought up 
last year, when the city and 
Mets owners National Pastime 
Co. negotiated the current li- 
cense agreement. 

“The agreement we have with 
the city is to build a new facil- 
ity,’ Murphy said. “At the time 
and place the issue arose, the 
city broached that question ... 
the agreement says we would 
have a new facility. If in fact 
that doesn’t happen, I don’t 
know what it would mean.” 


Murphy also said the team 
would plan a course of action 
for the 1998 New York-Penn 
League season on Oct. 31, the 
day after the city’s due date. 
Whether that will include a 
move to another community, 
Murphy doesn’t know — and if 
it does have another home in 
mind, he isn’t saying where. 

“If they fund the project, 
nothing kicks in,” Murphy said. 
“If they don’t, at that time we'll 
make a statement and formu- 
late a plan.” 


What would the plan be? “I 
‘don’t know, it hasn’t been dis- 
cussed,” Murphy explained. “By 
Nov. 1, I will know.” 

None of the above takes into 
consideration what will happen 
after city voters decide on a 
ballot question regarding a new 
stadium. 

The nonbinding question, 
which will be posed to voters 
when they go to the polls Nov. 
4, asks voters if they approve of 
city money being used for the 
new stadium. Councilor at large 
Peter G. Arlos, who put the 
question on the ballot, has pre- 
dicted voters will answer that 


question with an overwhelming 


“no” vote. 
If the team were to move — 


and it would still have the op- 


approval — it would require the 
approval of the New York-Penn 
League membership. The league 
will convene its next meeting in 
New Orleans, during the annual 
baseball winter meetings. 

The estimated costs for a new 
facility would be $3.6 million for 
site acquisition, $1.9 million for 
site preparation and $11.3 mil- 
lion for actual construction. 

The North and Wahconah site 
was judged the best by a com- 
mittee due to its proximity to 
downtown and its potential to 
spur economic development and 
urban renewal. Other sites 
highly rated by the committee 
included the Pittsfield Common 
on First Street, the former Na- 
val Reserve on Valentine Road 
and the General Electric large 
transformer campus on East 
Street. 


The committee also had the 
consultants estimate the cost of 
redeveloping Wahconah Park, 
which presently does not meet 
the minimum requirements 
governing minor league base- 
ball. But consultants have 
warned that fixing up Wah- 
conah — costs range between 
$9.6 million, to correct the 
park's problems, and $11.5 mil- 
lion to totally rebuild it — would 
leave the city with a flawed fa- 
cility for a little less than it 
would have paid for a new sta- 
dium. 


t 
7 
: . 
f 


PPTL OI Ne aro 


SAA AR ALLER IT 


ay teh ech + ee SOEN LH TOTTORI Ha 


_—_ 


oo 
Tuesday, October 28, 1997 


Mets 
commit 
to stay 
in 199 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Mets 
announced yesterday that they will 
play at Wahconah Park for the 1998 
New York-Penn League season. 

The team said it made the decision 
in the hopes that the city can find the 
money to build a 4,500-seat stadium in 
which the team would play in 1999. 

Last week, the team announced it 
would give the city until Jan. 15, 1998, 
to come up with the funding for a 
proposed $16.8 million stadium at the 
corner of North and Wahconah streets. 
Yesterday, team officials said their 
decision to remain in Pittsfield for 
1998 was made in the hopes that 
deadline can be met successfully. 


Hoping for 1999 


“Our extension of the deadline ... 
reflects our hope that the new stadium 
can be in place for the 1999 New York- 
Penn League season,” National Pas- 
time President William Gladstone said 
in a prepared statement. 

Team general manager Rick Murphy 
added that the announcement also 
shows the team’s commitment to the 
city. The team has called Wahconah 
Park home longer than all but one of 
the city’s many minor league baseball 
teams. 

“At this time, we’re just happy we 
have a home for 1998, and our fans 
and sponsors in Berkshire County 
should be happy,” Murphy said. “I 
think we are an important element in 
this county, not only as the number 
one tourist attraction in Pittsfield, but 
a good form of family entertainment.” 


Same terms 


Under the terms of its license 
agreement with the city, the team had 
until Oct. 31 to inform the city Park 
Commissioners that they intended to 
use Wahconah Park for 1998. The team 
has done so by certified mail, Murphy 
said. The terms of the agreement for 
1998 will be the same as they were for 
the 1997 season. 


Where the team will play in 1999 
remains a question mark. If Pittsfield’s 
stadium efforts fall through, National 
Pastime has at least one other possible 
option — a proposed $14.4 million 
stadium in Central Islip, N.Y., in Suf- 
folk County, L.1. 


Also looming is a ballot question on 
the proposed new stadium. The ques- 
tion asks if voters approve of spending 
city funds to help build the park. 

Murphy does not believe voters and 
politicians have been sufficiently in- 
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formed about what benefits the 
stadium could bring, and what 
the burden on city finances 
would be. | 
“Tn all seriousness, the politi- 
cians most vocally opposed ha- 
ven’t really been given a full 
complement of information,” 
Murphy said. “The way this is 
being presented, we don’t think, 
in all fairness, there has been 
an opportunity from the Mets’ 


- perspective, or from the per- 


spective of those in favor of the 
stadium, to outline what the 


- benefits are.” 


Murphy added that any time a 
nonbinding question goes on 
the ballot, there will be opposi- 
tion. “We don’t mind that, as 
long as all the facts are on the 
table,” he said. “We honestly © 
think the general population 
thinks taxes are going to go up 
because of the stadium, al- 
though they don’t know how 
much or to what extent. But if 
someone said to you that you 
could build something worth 
$16.8 million at a cost of $3 mil- 
lion to you — something with a 
shelf life in excess of 50 years — 
you should, before saying no, at 
least explore the options.” 





More PCBs 
detected at 





playground 


By Greg Sukiennik 
and Theo Stein | : 
Berkshire Eagle Staff | 


PITTSFIELD — Yesterday, at the same time a chain- 
link fence was being installed in front of Dorothy Amos: 
Park by order of the state Department of Environmental 
Protection, environmental regulators reported more 
PCBs had been found there. — . 

Meanwhile, City Councilor Thomas E. Hickey Jr. re- 
ported he had been given a potential explanation for the 
presence of the suspected cancer-causing chemical at 
the park: Transformers were taken apart for scrap there 
when it was the site of Perlman & Son’s scrap yard. 

According to DEP project 
manager J. Lyn Cutler, the 
new sample, at 1 to 2 feet 
below the surface, was re- 
corded at 190 parts per 
million — the highest yet. 
found at the playground. 
Earlier - samples were as 
high as 86 parts per mil- 
lion. The government limit 
for safe levels of PCBs in a 
recreational setting is 30 


New sample, at 
1 to 2 feet 
below the 
surface, Was 
recorded at 190 
parts per 
million — the 
highest yet 
found at the 
playground. 


ppm. 

On Thursday, General 
Electric Co. pledged to put 
up permanent lighting fix- 
tures at the Pitt Park bas- 
ketball court as a result of 
the closing of Dorothy 
Amos Park, meaning the 
Pittsfield DARE Night 
Basketball League will play most of its games outdoors 
afterall. — | 

The league, which began play last night at the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club in Pittsfield, was to have used Dorothy 
Amos Park as a primary home court. But Wednesday, 
the. state Department of Environmental Protection 
closed the park effective immediately, because of PCB 

- contamination found on the site. 

Tests near the basketball courts have not turned up 
contamination. But soil samples taken in the back of the 
park, near playground equipment, were as high as 86 
parts per million. And although Cutler said the grass and 
topsoil in the park serve as a barrier against the PCB 
contamination, the’ DEP still was concerned enough to 
order the park closed and fenced off. | 

Dorothy Amos Park, named for the late Taconic High 
guidance counselor and founder of the Early Childhood 
Development Center, was built on the site of Perlman & 
Son’s in 1974, as part of the city’s urban redevelopment 
efforts. Amos, who was also a prominent leader in the 
city’s black community, had died of cancer at te age of 
45 earlier that year. iA vhs 2] 


‘On Thursday, Hickey said an anonymous phone c 
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Ward 6 Councilor James M. Boyle looks at new fence and warning signs at Dorothy Amos Park on West Street. 


Toll-free number set up 
| for PCB 


health questions 


By Greg Sukiennik 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — State Rep. Peter J. Larkin has announced 
that the state Department of Public Health has established a 
toll-free number for residents who have questions about the 
health effects of PCBs or want to request a blood test for the 

_ presence of the chemical. 

The number is 1-800-240-4266. Residents may leave their 
names and numbers and any questions they have, and a DPH 
staff member will return the call. 

Larkin, D-Pittsfield, said that after consulting with Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly and members of the City Council, he re- 
quested, through the office of Gov. Paul Cellucci, that DPH 
provide the hot line. 

Last year, DPH conducted a study of PCB blood levels of 
Pittsfield residents, testing the blood of 150. Those results 
were released to test subjects last week. 

“The No. 1 priority of the state and General Electric must 
be the protection of the health of our residents. Recent dis- 
closures of PCBs in residential areas and [Dorothy Amos] 
playground serve to highlight the critical importance of find- 
ing where the contamination is located and cleaning it up 
immediately,’ Larkin said. “As I have said before, no one 
should have to live in fear for their health, or the health of 
their famillies, in their own homes.” 

According to Larkin, DPH Commissioner David Mulligan 
also offered to have DPH staff hold public hearings in Pitts- 
field in the coming weeks. | 


s Playground «os: 


he received Wednesday might 
explain how PCB contamination 
could have found its way to the 
site. 

Hickey said the caller, a 
former GE employee, explained 
that faulty transformers — 
which contained PCB-laced 
Pyranol — were sometimes re- 
turned to the Pittsfield plant for 
diagnostic testing. Afterward, 
they were given or sold to scrap 
yards, where they were stripped 
of their copper wire and tubing. 

The caller remembered seeing 
used transformers stacked at 
Perlman’s and at other scrap 
yards, Hickey said. 


Other materials found 


According to Cutler, other 
materials found in testing in- 
cluded metals, semi-volatile or- 
ganic compounds and other 
substances consistent with what 
is typically found at a scrap 
yard. “We’re still waiting to get 
all the sampling,” Cutler said. 


The permanent lights at Pitt 
Park, which is bordered by John 
Street and Columbus Avenue, 
are being paid for by GE. “We'll 
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provide the lighting until Dor- 
othy Amos is cleaned up,” GE 
spokesman Stephen C. Moore 
said. 

The basketball league was 
organized by Pittsfield Police 
Officer Curtis Janey, the Rev. 
Jerome Edgerton, North Adams 
State College basketball coach 
Bobby Hamilton and Ward 5 
council candidate John La- 
Douceur. It is intended to give 
children something to do on 
summer nights, and to give po- 
lice a chance to interact with 
kids on an informal basis. 


Burbank Park renewal costs go up 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An updated plan for 
improvements at Burbank Park was 
unanimously approved last night by 
the city’s Park Commission. 

The commission acted after details 
of the plan were presented by Craig 


Okerstrom-Lang, 


whose Great Bar- 


rington planning and landscape archi- 
tecture firm is providing consulting 
services to the city. 

Okerstrom-Lang also told the com- 
mission that the estimated cost of the 
first phase of the project is $912,852, 
an increase of about $240,000 over the 
preliminary estimate provided to the 
commission in January. 

Okerstrom-Lang attributed the in- 
crease to the development of more de- 


tailed plans and noted that he is “try- 
ing to be realistic with the dollars 
here.” 

He could “low-ball” the costs, he 
said, but that would likely result in 
sticker shock when bids are eventually 
received. 

City officials learned recently that 
they will have to reapply for funding 
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from the Division of Conserva- 
tion Services, an arm of the 
state Department of Environ- 
mental Management. A grant 
from that agency, originally ex- 
pected to be $405,000, was to be 
applied to the cost of the 
project, as was $250,000 from 
the city. 

The city’s new application will 
be for the most money available 
— $500,000, Robert S. Mellace, 
the city’s director of community 
services, told the commission 
last night. 


In addition, Mellace and Oke- 
rstrom-Lang noted that the 
state’s Public Access Board is 
prepared to fund some of the 
improvements to the fishing 
pier, the south parking lot and 
Lakeway Drive. That would add 
about $143,000 to the budget’s 
income side. 

While that still leaves a 
Shortfall of about $20,000, ad- 
justments in the bid specifica- 
tions could close the gap. 

Specifically, the plan calls for 
repaving Lakeway Drive and 
improving the safety of the en- 
trance to the park. A bike path 
route is incorporated in the 
proposed design, as is elimina- 
tion of parking on the east side 
.of the road. Existing parking 
spaces on the west side would 
be maintained, and parking 
“stalls” would be painted. 


Improvements to both park- 
ing lots also are planned. The 
south lot would be paved with 
painted parking stalls for both 
angular and perpendicular 
parking, said Okerstrom-Lang. 
Currently, the lot can accom- 
modate nine vehicles with 
trailers; the plan calls for in- 
creasing the number of those 
spaces to 20. The overall size of 
the lot would be reduced by the 
presence of an open pavilion to 
be used for band concerts. 

Another, larger pavilion is to 
be built at the north end of the 
south parking lot. That pavilion, 
which is slated to cost about 
$198,000, is to include restrooms 
and a kitchen. However, at the 
behest of commission member 
Richard Scapin, the commission 
agreed last night that the size of 
the pavilion and the range of its 
amenities could be adjusted 
when final bid specifications are 
prepared. 


The north parking lot is to 
remain gravel, although parking 
spaces will be delineated with 
planted “islands” which are to 
be edged with boulders and 
planted with shrubs and shade 
trees, Okerstrom-Lang said. The 
lot’s overall capacity is expected 
to increase from 160 vehicles to 
173. 


Other features of the plan in- 
clude a 12-foot-wide promenade 
between the lake and the north 
parking lot, repair and expan- 
sion of the boat launch area and 
repair of the old swimming. 
beach. 

Work is scheduled to begin in 
the spring of 1998. 





Six councilors form committee 
to tackle concerns about PCBs 


By Greg Sukiennik | 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The fate of PCB- 
contaminated residential properties, and res- 
idents’ concerns about their health and safety, 
are the top concerns of members of a six- 
councilor subcommittee assembled by Ward 3 
City Councilor Thomas E. Hickey Jr. 


The committee was formed last week as 
part of a Hickey petition that set a list of four 
discussion points for General Electric Co., the 
federal Environmental Protection Agency and 
the state Department of Environmental Pro- 


used in some large transformers built in 


Pittsfield until 1974, as a probable cancer-. 


tection to consider in negotiations. At the that.” 


meeting, councilors expressed concern that 
they hadn’t had time to put together their 
lists of concerns, and chief among those was 
Jamie R. Williamson’s concern about possible 
links between PCBs and breast cancer. The 
federal government lists PCBs, which were 


eCounell tons: 


|) That the county district at- 
torney and the state and federal 
law enforcement agencies not 
prosecute those who come for- 
ward to tell where PCBs may 
Have been released or delivered 
as fill. 
| > That GE not enforce a stat- 
ute of limitations on homeown- 
érs who just learned their 
properties may be or are con- 
‘taminated. 
'>)That GE fund a medical 
monitoring program for GE 
employees, their families and 
yesidents living in affected ar- 
eas. 
' Those four points were in- 
fended to be part of a broader 
io the council passed Aug. 
2 encouraging good-faith ne- 
gotiations between environ- 
mental agencies and GE. Coun- 
tilors were skittish about at- 
aching Hickey’s suggestions to 
the measure, leading him to 
_ask: “If we’re not going to dic- 
fate terms now, when the hell 
_ will we?” 
~;| But Hickey agreed to with- 
draw the conditions and set 
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them forth in a separate peti- 
tion, a move his colleagues en- 
dorsed unanimously. As part of 
that petition, Hickey set up the 
group, asking at-large Council- 
ors Angelo C. Stracuzzi and 
Williamson and ward Councilors 
DiSilva, James M. Boyle and 
Joseph O. Guzzo to serve with 
him. 


In recent interviews, members 


of that committee said the in- 
terests of residents should be 
foremost in any list of requests, 
and that the group should be 
judicious about what should be 
included in that list. 

“These are items to be dis- 
cussed at the negotiation table,” 
Hickey explained. “My primary 


concerns would be health con- . 


cerns, and second to that some 
type of education program, to 
tell people what’s going on ... 


correct information, not rumors 


and hearsay.” 

Most members of the group 
raised the issue of what hap- 
pens to property values as the 
result of company of govern- 
ment action. 


causing material. 


One councilor on the group, however, says: 
he doesn’t see the need to make a list. Ward 2 
Councilor Timothy J. DiSilva, who unsuccess- 
fully tried to get the council to go on record in 
favor of Superfund if negotiations fail, is now 
saying Superfund is the only way the city will 
get a thorough cleanup. . 

“T only see one solution. That’s total re- 
moval,” DiSilva said. “That eliminates the 
need for a list . 
moval, and we should be working toward 


.. the goal is complete re- 


Hickey’s four requests were: 

> That GE not revoke pensions or other 
benefits from residents who come forward to 
report PCB contamination. 


2, ~ . COUNCIL, continued on A5 
& /s) 6277 


“If GE does buy the property 
and people are compensated, I 
don’t want to be left with a 
community that has a whole 
section of town fenced off... a 
no man’s land,” Boyle said. “It 
concerns me these areas are re- 
turned as residential neighbor- 
hoods.” 

Williamson also questioned 
what happens if GE buys con- 
taminated properties. “What is 
expected once they are pur- 
chased?” she asked. “To take it, 
cap it and leave it so it becomes 
a decaying piece of property is 
not in the best interest of the 
community.” 

Guzzo, Williamson and Stra- 
cuzzi all touched on what “fair 
market value” might mean to 
homeowners if they are asked to 
sell. “People have their ‘whole 
life in their properties,” Stra- 
cuzzi noted. 

Guzzo added that counseling 
for homeowners might be a 
good idea, too. “For me, even 
helping people deal with the 
stress is important,”’ Guzzo said. 
“Issues like this affect people in 
different ways.” 

The first meeting of the group 
has not yet been scheduled. . 


Funding is key question for stadium 


continued from page 1 


During a public hearing this past 


Thursday, city-hired consultants 
Arrowstreet Ltd. presented several 
potential stadium sites. 

The top-ranked sites are: 

* The Pittsfield Common on First 
Street, estimated cost: $14.4 million 

* The junction of Wahconah and 
North Streets, estimated cost $16.5 
‘million 
| * The former Naval Reserve Cen- 
'teron Valentine Road, estimated cost: 
‘$12.8 million 
| The sites were selected for their 
Proximity to downtown, the avail- 
| ability of land for construction and 
|the potential for parking sites. 


| Even using the current Wahconah 
Park site carried an estimated price 


| tag of $11.7 million, according to the 


consultants. 


Mellace said thata Wahconah Park 
“renovation” would amount to build- 


ing a new stadium on the site, since 
the parkcenfiguration would require 
major adjustments. 

Mellace added that, although the 
consultant ranked the Pittsfield Com- 
mon site first, he considers both the 
Common and the Wahconah and 
North streets options close “favor- 
ites.” 

The planned stadium, according 
to the consultants, would feature 
4,500 seats. The field would be suit- 
able for baseball, football, soccer and 
outdoor public events such as con- 
certs. The stadium would also con- 
tain room for construction of luxury 
boxes. 

The new site would require park- 
ing for 700 cars, with an overflow lot 
that could handle 700 more. 

According to financial consultant 
Benjamin Pinney, the project could 
be paid for through a mix of private, 
state and federal funds and with city 
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borrowing. 

While the stadium plan continues 
to inch forward, the Mets have main- 
tained a low profile regarding the 
project. Since June, when Mets owner 
Bill Gladstone blasted city officials 
for taking the team lightly, the orga- 
nization has had little to say regard- 
ing the new stadium. 

“Officially, we’re just sitting back 
and waiting,” said Mets general man- 
ager Rick Murphy. 

The GM noted that he is amember 
of the stadium planning committee 
and will continue to be involved in 
that effort. Murphy stressed that the 
stadium would be a city facility and 
not strictly a Mets stadium. 
~ “T think the Mets’ position has al- 
ways been in what's best for the com- 
munity, what's going to benefit the 
largest number of groups as pos- 
sible,” he said. “The city of Pittsfield 
is going to own it.” , 
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Findings due 
in study on 
PQ@B exposure 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The state De- 
partment of Public Health is 
weeks away from making public 
the results of a PCB exposure 
study conducted among county 
residents who live within a half- 
mile of the contaminated 
Housatonic River. 

The study, which began in 
1995 and was to involve some 
800 households comprising 
2,000 people, has been: com- 
pleted and is undergoing peer 
review at the federal Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry in Atlanta, Ga., said 
Martha J. Steele, deputy direc- 
tor of the state Environmental 
Health Assessment Bureau at 
DPH. 

But Steele declined to com- 
ment.on the preliminary results 
of the study, which measured 
the PCB levels in the blood of 
residents who live within a half- 
mile of the river. The study 
does not examine whether PCBs 
cause cancer, nor does it exam- 
ine occupational exposure to 
PCBs. 

“It’s premature to say any- 
thing about the findings,’ she 
said. “We don’t know until we 
complete the peer review pro- 
cess.” 

While DPH will make no pub- 
lic announcement yet about the 
Housatonic River area study 
results, participants have al- 
‘ready been informed of indi- 
vidual test results. 

Roberta Orsi and her hus- 
band, John, of Longview Ter- 
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Stadium site 
report raises 
new questions 


City officials have identified sev- 


eral potential sites on which to 
build a new multi-use stadium 
suitable for the Pittsfield Mets. The 
next step is to identify how to fi- 
nance the potential $16.5 milion 
cost to construct the park. 

“Right now we're waiting for 
the preliminary report from the 
consultant,” said Robert Mellace, 
director of community services. 
“Then I think the next step would 
be for the committee to make their 
recommendation to the mayor.” 

Mellace said that he expects the 
committee, which consists of city 
officials and business leaders, to 
report to the mayor by the end of 
August. 7 

But he sounded less confident 
about the city meeting an October 
deadline agreement with the 
Pittsfield Mets to secure funding 
fora stadium. “By October? I can’t 
really say,” he said. 

The Mets’ future in Pittsfield, 
based ona lease agreement signed 
ast year, is contingent upon the 
‘ity building a new stadium. 


a 
| See STADIUM: page 5 | 


Study measured 
the PCB levels in 
the blood of 
residents who live 
within a half-mile 
of the river. 


race contacted The Eagle this 


week to say that they’d learned , 


that their blood levels of PCBs 
were within normal limits. 

The couple lived for a time 
near Silver Lake and General 
Electric Co., and they now live 
within a half-mile of the river. 

Roberta Orsi’s blood level was 
below the level at which PCBs 
can be detected, 2 parts per bil- 
lion. Her husband’s level was 
measured at 7.63 parts per bil- 
lion, she said. 

“The national average for se- 
rum PCB levels in non- 
occupationally exposed people 
is 4 to 8 parts per billion,” says 
an Aug. 7 letter from Suzanne 
Condon, director of DPH’s Bu- 
reau of Environmental Health 
Assessment. 

Polychlorinated biphenyls are 
chemicals that were mixed with 
oil to form Pyranol, an insulat- 
ing fluid used extensively by 
Pittsfield GE in manufacturing 
power transformers for many 
years, until the chemical was 
banned in the late 1970s. How- 


STUDY, continued on B4 


a Study from B1 


ever, during the power trans- 
former years, GE released PCBs 
into the Housatonic River and 
the river now has elevated lev- 


_ els of the toxic chemical. 


In 1982, DPH restricted fish- 
ing, and GE has since posted 
signs in the city and south on 
the riverbanks, warning against 


_ swimming in the river and eat- 


ing fish from it. 

The link between PCBs and 
cancer in humans has not been 
firmly established, although the 
federal government has defined 
PCBs as a probable cancer- 
causing agent. PCBs have been 
found to cause liver tumors in 
laboratory animals, and they 
have been shown to cause cer- 
tain kinds of liver ailments, 
immunological problems, heart 
problems and skin disorders in 
humans, according to DPH. 

PCB contamination in the 
city, a long-term problem envi- 
ronmentally and economically, 
has plagued GE and frustrated 
local officials for years. The 
scope and method of cleanup 
has long been in dispute, par- 
ticularly with regard to the 
Housatonic River. 


Now, GE is trying to avoid a 
Superfund designation of its 
industrial property in. Pittsfield 
— which would allow the federal 
government to force the cleanup 
and then sue the company for 
the costs. 

But government officials are 
unsatisfied “with GE’s cleanup 
plans, and recently the Pitts- 
field site was nominated for in- 
clusion on the Superfund list. 
That designation will be lifted if 
GE comes up with an adequate 
cleanup plan by Feb. 1. 

In the midst of the cleanup 


debate, the tension between city 
officials, government regulators 


and GE has recently reached a 


new pitch. Recently GE docu- 
ments were found to show that 
the company knew, but with- 
held information, about PCB 
disposal in residential areas and 
other non-industrial sites 
around the city. 

Also, two weeks ago elevated 
levels of PCBs were found in 
the Dorothy: Amos Park in 
Pittsfield, which has since been 
shut down and enclosed with a 
chain-link fence. 

The federal Environmental 


‘ Protection Agency is now or- 


dering GE to seek out informa- 
tion from former employees 
about possible PCB disposal in 
other areas of the city. 

In September 1993, DPH re- 
leased a data sheet saying that 
the most recent studies on the 
subject had found “no statisti- 
cally significant” cancer rates in 
the Housatonic River area.” 
However, a link has been estab- 
lished between bladder cancer 
and employment in the electri- 
cal manufacturing industry; 
whether PCBs are the cause of 
bladder cancer has not been 
determined. 

In the 1980s a state and fed- 
eral study of New Bedford area 
residents, where PCB levels are 
high, found low levels of PCB in 
blood despite widespread expo- 
sure. 

A more recent study among 
pregnant women who ate PCB- 
contaminated fish from Lake 
Michigan found a link between 
fish consumption and a 6.2- 
point reduction in their chil- 
dren’s IQ, according to the New 
England Journal of Medicine. 

According to the DPH letter 
sent to Orsi, DPH is planning to 
hold a public meeting to present 
the findings of the ae, and to 
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Wrong priorities in Pittsfield 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


need to focus on our schools, 
our housing, our small busi- 


What happened to democracy 
in Pittsfield? Imagine my shock 
when I read about the backing 
of a new stadium site. I hoped 
this would be a non-binding 
referendum question on the 
November ballot. Seems that 
Mayor Reilly has appointed 
himself autocrat of the city. I’m 
sure that his fair-haired boy, 
Gerry Doyle, will approve his 
decision. Pittsfield’s economy 
ean ill afford to support this 
seasonal fiasco. 


We need to get our priorities 
straight. Pittsfield needs jobs 
and industry. We do not need a 
new ballpark or the Colonial 
Theater. We are not a large 
enough community to support 
such frivolous expenditures. 


They haven’t even finished 
paving the intersection at North 
and Wahconah. Now we're going 
to close it off and realign it. 
What’s wrong with this picture? 
We need to spend our money 
wisely. What about Seymour 
St.?2 What about Merrill Road? 
What about all our bridges so 
desperately in need of repair? 

Let’s get real here. We need 
things that will benefit our citi- 
zens’ everyday life. We need to 
start rebuilding our city at the 
most rudimentary level. We 


nesses etc. If we take care of 
these things now the rest will 
come in time. 

We need to elect a govern- 
ment that will address the 
needs of the little people, not 
the interests of big business. 
Come November, we will be 
given the opportunity to select 
the individuals that we wish to 
represent us. I suggest that we 
all vote for a change. 


& [ BRIAN WICK 
Me ie ,! ca . 30, 1997 
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Outraged, 
Larkin sees © 


*PCB-gate’ 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — In an abrupt 
turnaround, state Rep. Peter J. 
Larkin is supporting state Rep. 
Christopher J. Hodgkins’ call 
for a criminal investigation of 
possible environmental crimes 
by General Electric Co. 


Larkin, who has been pilloried 
for his support of GE and his 
own brownfields redevelopment 
legislation, said he was stunned 
to learn yesterday that top 
company officials knew about 
off-site PCB dumps around the 
community as early as 1981, but 
did nothing. — 

Those papers were turned over 
to DEP in March 1997. 

“It?s a stunning revelation,” 
Larkin, a Pittsfield Democrat, 
said last night. “It’s an outrage. 
It’s a betrayal of the commu- 
nity. } 

“This is like PCB-gate,”’’ 
Larkin added. “The question 
has to be asked. What did they 
know? And when did they know 
iG?! 

Yesterday, Larkin said he 
supports the call by Hodgkins, 
D-Lee, for state and federal law 
enforcement officials to use 
their subpoena power to obtain 
company documents that might 
lead to more undiscovered pol- 
lution. 

“Sounds like a good idea to 
me,” he said. “I don’t want to 
‘steal Chris’ thunder. But I think 
at this point [the investigations 
are] necessary.” 

In letters sent yesterday to 
state Attorney General Scott 
Harshbarger and U.S. Attorney 
Donald K. Stern, Hodgkins im- 
plored them to immediately 
begin large-scale investigations 
of potential environmental 
crimes and subsequent cover- 
ups committed by GE. 

“T truly believe General Elec- 
tric is clearly partaking in ac- 
tions that are criminal,” he 
Wwro 


Tim Gray, the executive 


ctor of the Housatonic River 
PROBE, continued on A4 


During a tour of a proposed brownfields. redevelopment 
site at the GE plant in June, GE spokesman Stephen C, 


‘lt’s a stunning 
revelation,’ 
Larkin said. 
‘It’s an outrage. 


‘It’s a betrayal 


of the a 
community. ... 
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know? And 
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know it?’ 


Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Friday, August 15, 1997: 
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Moore, in center, talks with environmental mn local offi- 
nts. 


cials. Below are some of the company docume 
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GE kept silent 


Engineer’s _ 
"Sl warning — 
went to top — 


By Theo Stein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Newly §re=* 
leased documents cast doubt on 
GE’s assertions — repeated over. 
20 years — that PCB contami- 
nation was largely confined to 
the 250-acre plant and the, 
-In 1979 and again in 1981, az 
retired GE engineer warned his 
former superiors about the- 
spread of PCBs in the commu- 
nity and the health risks the 
chemical posed to future gen- 
erations. . . 

At least one of the letters was 
forwarded to GE’s top brass at 
the time. 

“A real thorough study should 
be made to at least identify 
where spent fuller’s earth and 
discarded Pyranol were 
dumped,’ wrote R. Kelly 
Niederjohn to Ronald Des-.. 
groseilliers on May 15, 1981. 

“If we do not do that now, our 
children and grandchildren will 
get bit by our neglect.” 


The letter from Niederjohn, a 
manufacturing engineer who 
retired in 1975, was one of 19° 
documents the company re- 
leased to the state Department: 
of Environmental Protection in 
March 1997. 

Fuller’s earth is.an absorbent = 
material used to soak up spills: 
of industrial materials like 
Pyranol, which was the trade 
name for GE’s transformer oil.  _ 

GE used PCBs as a spark in- 
hibitor in certain kinds of 
transformers from the 1930s to 
1975. 

Though retired at the time, 
Niederjohn said, he felt it was 
important to make sure GE of- 
ficials were aware of the prob- ° 
lem. | 

“Those .were written inten- 
tionally to make people aware of 
the problem,” he said last night. 
“Tl’m getting along in years and’ 
there aren’t too many of us left 
who can answer these kinds of 
questions.” 

Desgroseilliers respo 
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Reilly working on proposal 


for new stadium, 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A plan for financing 
a new stadium in Pittsfield will be 
presented to the City Council at its 
Oct. 14 meeting, Mayor Edward M. 


Reilly has announced. 


The city’s license a ree 
‘Pittsfield Mets Sine NE Be 
time Co. states that if 4 Stadium plan 
and financing, are in place by Oct. 31. 
the Mets will stay for the 1998 season, 


and sign a long-term lease for th 
park when it opens in 1999. vee 


» Consultants have estimated that the 
Sia, at the 
Price tag of a new stadium or a reno. 
vated Wahconah Park wil] range be- 


tween $11.7 million and $16.5 million. 


Karlier this year, a site 
{ Stadium site 
committee recommended three possi- 


—e 


7 


financing 
ing 
ble locations for the facility in ord 
preference: the Pittsfield Sha 
($14.4 million), the corner of Wahconah 
and North streets across from Berk- 
shire Medical Center ($16.5 million) 
and the former Naval Reserve station 


at the corner of Valentine Road and’ 
Vin Hebert Boulevard ($12.8 million), 


Planners have said financin 
: £ woUten 
come from a mix of private, state and 
federal funds, and between $3 million 
and $4 million in city borrowing. 


In an interview Thursda 
: y, Reilly did 
not disclose which of the three sie he 


will recommend, although in the past 


he has advocated the location at the 
corner of Wahconah and North streets. 

He Said -specifics are stil] being 
worked out, including the preferred 


site and the method of financing. 


— GAVRA 





